MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 2, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 2, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Marv Johnson, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer. 

Marv Johnson of 702 Seventh Street was in attendance to be heard regarding the pending increase in water rates and charges.  He is concerned about the near $38,000 loss that was experienced in the Water Fund in fiscal year 2015 and he fears that raising the water rates will also increase the cost of sewer service.  City personnel explained the expenses that were involved in the loss, those that will be forthcoming over the next several years, and the need to increase rates and/or charges in order to avoid a repeat of continued deficiency.  The Council thanked Mr. Johnson for attending and expressing his opinions.

Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling in Emmetsburg was in attendance to answer any questions the Mayor or Council may have regarding the recycling proposal he has presented to the City of Whittemore for processing of recyclable materials after the close of Horizon’s Unlimited (processing) facilities on December 31, 2015.  The per capita fee proposed by Mr. Flannegan is .245 ($123.48 monthly) and he is working out a schedule whereby Whittemore municipal employees would deliver and unload the City’s recyclables to his collection site in Emmetsburg on Tuesdays and Fridays of each week.  Flannegan is also asking for a four (4) year commitment from Whittemore upon signing of the proposal. 
Council thanked Mike Flannegan for taking the time to attend tonight’s meeting; no action was taken at this time and the item will appear again on the regular December meeting agenda.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 5, 2015 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the October 15, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $52692.01; Electric $55538.41; Electric System Improvement Project $20.01; Gas $24193.91; Water $9842.46; Sewer Rental $3444.23; Solid Waste $4824.25; Payroll $22191.93; Equipment $2838.68; Special Account $77.32; Halloween Party Savings $0.00; Playground Savings Account $0.00; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $0.00; Road Use Tax $4736.42; Customer Deposit $0.00; Debt Service $906.05; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $0.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $164.80; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.01.  As the documents were not available for the pre-meeting packets, Council received copies of the most-recent bank statements showing month-ending balances of City accounts.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the October, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Mayor Elbert read a letter from Jennifer and Jeremy Thilges, co-leaders of the Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club.  Another successful party was held this year and as they explained, in the past the City has held the annual Halloween Party monies.  The Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club would like to continue running the Whittemore Children’s Halloween Party in the future as their yearly service project, and at this time they request the City reimburse expenses submitted for the 2015 party.  They would also like to manage the funds moving forward and they request the 4-H club be able to do so through their (4-H club) account.

Upon further discussion, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to allow the balance of funds in the Halloween Party Savings Account to be transferred to the Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club after disbursement of 2015 expenses, and that the City’s Halloween account at Farmers State Bank be closed.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were submitted for Council consideration and payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $17899.67; Total (all) Employee Wages $12504.62; R. D. Drenkow & Co., October cafeteria plan withholdings $317.35; Card Services, meeting expenses at Library and Electric and supplies for 2016 Swimming Pool season $422.57; Horizon’s Unlimited, September recyclables processing fee $50.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use tax $172.00; City of Whittemore, September utilities $2428.68; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2526.00; IRS, Form 941 3rd Quarter 2015 $444.64; Sandy Long, meeting and supplies reimbursement $221.34; K-Mart, DVDs and cleaning supplies $88.90; Baker & Taylor, books $696.19; Center Point Large Print Books, large print books $83.88; Russell Johnson, books purchased $45.00; Guideposts, books $35.18; Micro Marketing, children’s audio books $45.90; Mother Earth News, subscription renewal $17.00; Discount School Supply, purple table and chairs $453.10; Counsel, copy machine rental and copies at Library $219.50; Whittemore Independent, annual subscription renewal $29.00; Presto X, monthly pest control $85.00; GCC Ready Mix, concrete for street repairs $450.00; Arnold Motor, repair materials $49.98; Jeff Elbert Construction, repair and replacement of steel on Fire Station $5924.00; Kossuth County EMS, per-capita civil defense dues $226.80; Emagine, annual registration fee and month hosting of www.whittemoreiowa.com $203.45; Randy Mueller, mowing of abandoned property at 203 Kossuth Street $90.00; and L & G Inc., roadstone and assist with tree removal $80.00.
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,838.11; Kriz-Davis, electric distribution materials $464.38; Fastenal, repair parts $128.15; DGR Engineering, engineering fees thru September 30, 2015 for Electric System Improvement Project $15,676.63; WESCO, cable for the Electric System Improvement Project $19,790.08; T & R Electric, release of 5% retaining fee for a three-phase transformer, etc. in the Electric System Improvement Project $4,215.35; Gas Odorant Service & Supply, gas odorant $1400.67; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $25.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, parts/labor to remove/replace natural gas valve $3431.89; Utility Sales & Service, regulator vents $430.21; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $360.89; Tegra Corp., bulk salt at Water Plant $3782.50; Van-Hof Trucking, freight charge for salt at Water Plant $517.30; Elbert Bros Well Drilling, assist with water line repair $289.32; Metering & Technology Solutions, meters and coupling wire/gaskets $1049.59; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $725.40; Dave’s Electric, alternator for Street Sweeper $150.00; Algona Machine & Supply, cap screws $10.00; Crane Carrier Co., repair parts/Garbage Truck $271.77; Tom Eischen Sales, chain/bar for chainsaw $76.99.
And, Jeremy & Jennifer Thilges, reimbursement for items purchased for 2015 Whittemore Warrior’s Halloween Party $557.65; Aramark Uniform Services, October rugs, mops and uniforms $241.15; Ayrshire Communications, (all) monthly internet/telephone services $259.99; City of Whittemore, October utilities $4373.27; Noah Harms, refund of customer deposit after final bill $106.97; Jusu Dukuly, refund of customer deposit after final bill $14.12; Sergii Panchenko, refund of customer deposit after final bill $94.19; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing fees $78.00; Whittemore Independent, October publications $392.30; Randy Mueller, mowing of abandoned property at 203 Kossuth Street $90.00; Printing Supplies Inc., office supplies $54.97; E-Pride Office, case of copier paper $39.00; Iowa Utilities Board, second half annual assessment fees $911.75; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., October statement $470.00; Bomgaars, October statement for supplies/repair parts at Pool, Shop and for Equipment $522.12; and City of Whittemore, total October petty cash expenses $144.08.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any regular monthly statements that are received after the date of the meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Tom Ricke:  Construct a 34’x24’garage on the north side of home at 503 Second Street and apply new siding to all of the property.  
Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Builder’s Permit Application submitted by Tom Ricke was approved.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  

Supt. Meyer reported that the Electric System Improvement Project will involve putting a larger (4x6) grounding cabinet in the northeast corner of the property at 614 Fourth Street; this has been okay’d by the property owner and a “Utilities Easement” has been drafted by the City Attorney to allow future access to the property to conduct utility work when necessary or in times of emergency, etc.  Resolution No. 2015-20 was then introduced; a Resolution Adopting a Permanent Utility Easement between General Mortgage Company and the City of Whittemore.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2015-20 as it pertains to the utility easement mentioned above.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-20 duly adopted.  The City attorney will handle filing of the document once it has been signed by all parties.
Council then reviewed the most recent “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  

A brief discussion followed regarding street repairs for fiscal year 2015-16.  Due to the already late date in the year, leaves on the ground, and cooler temperatures, Council chose to delay any action on making street repairs until next spring as John Wagner of Humboldt Blacktop Service states prices quoted on October 2, 2015 would be good through the 2016 season.
At this time the Council held a final examination of Whittemore Municipal Utilities water rates and charges, and considered price-increase scenarios proposed by the City Clerk.  After hearing remarks from the public about an increase in the water rates also affecting the sewer rates, and the raising of rates would only result in limited income due to the possibility of lower usage/consumption, focus was given to proposals for increasing the meter charge and user fee, whereby all patrons of Whittemore Municipal Utilities will be equally affected by a change.  More income needs to be generated in the Water Fund, as a deficit of nearly $38,000 was experienced during the last fiscal year.
Upon due consideration, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to increase the meter charge to $14.00 per meter per month and increase the user fee for patrons inside the city limits to $16.00 and for patrons outside the city limits to $20.00 per month.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Using the new meter charge and updating the city and rural user fees should generate an (estimated) additional $43,680 of annual income for the Water Fund.  Looking to the future the City will be faced with water tower maintenance and cleaning, along with infrastructure repairs and improvements and increases in salt/transportation and other expenses associated with the plant and distribution system.

ORDINANCE NO. 191 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA, 2007, BY AMENDING THE WATER RATES AND CHARGES was introduced.  Per Council approval, a meter charge of $14.00 per month per meter and a user fee of $16.00 per month for water patrons living inside the city limits/$20.00 per month user fee for water patrons living outside the city limits shall be forthcoming. Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 191.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 191.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 191.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 191 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the Whittemore Independent and with the November utility bills due on or before December 20, 2015.
Council reviewed a “Request for Funding” letter from Kossuth County Economic Development Corp for the 2016 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  As the breakfast is held annually in Whittemore and the occasion brings 100+ people into the community the morning of the event, motion was made Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to pledge $750.00 toward the KCEDC 2016 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  This is a great opportunity for the city to showcase our beautiful community!
Upon motions by Schneider and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the current Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield employee health and dental plans were renewed with Farm & Home Services for 2016, with no cost changes being assessed to the three full-time (covered) employees and their families (where applicable).  
Council then set Monday, December 7, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for the next regular meeting.

The November, 2015 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Mayor Elbert reminded the municipal workers that the starburst decorations will need to be taken to Bev Walker for repair and replacement of bulbs, etc. before they are put up for the Christmas season; the bleachers at the ballpark will also need to be moved onto the diamond’s infield before the snow flies.

Councilman Simonson reported he has been hearing concerns about the height of the newly-installed digital display sign north of City Hall.  He reminds everyone that we need to get it operating before making any final decisions about the existing height or raising it are made.  Professional installers put it at the height they recommend it be at, and reading it at eye-level will be easier than having it higher and out of a direct line of vision.
Councilperson Walker asks the municipal workers to be more considerate when burning the brush pile at the southeast edge of town.  Supt. Meyer and James Zinnel explained the pile has a tendency to spontaneously flare up and at different times a burn has been started by private citizens who have dumped their leaves, garden refuge, etc.  Individuals are asked NOT to start the pile on fire; municipal workers will follow responsible burning practices.
Also, Walker would like to have the sweeper cover the dead-end roadways and stub streets.

Supt. Meyer reported the lighted Christmas garland will be applied to the utility poles while the weather is still warm; municipal employees are working with Elbert Bros. Well Drilling and Schmitt Hardware to finalize getting electricity to the new digital display sign; the Electric System Improvements Project (new) switchgear room, located in the southeast corner of City Hall, will be installing a new meter and electric panel to service its equipment; and Meyer will be attending a water/wastewater continuing education class in Ankeny on November 17-19.
Clerk Farrell’s knee-replacement surgery has been rescheduled for November 19 in Mason City; she hopes to return to work on a part-time basis the last week of November/first of December.

The Clerk was asked to respond to plant manager Craig Brownell’s request to provide written proof to A I Processor’s corporate offices in Utah that any Albion employees serving as rescue personnel/volunteers with the Whittemore Fire Department & Ambulance Service are covered by the City of Whittemore’s Worker’s Compensation liability insurance.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 5, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

