MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, October 5, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, October 5, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  Members Absent:  Lancaster.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Dean Zelle, Dietrich Drenkow, Sue Frideres, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Dean Zelle, representing Fortress Benefits and Dietrich Drenkow, representing Advantage Administrators, were in attendance to give a presentation on the employee cafeteria plan and the employee health and dental insurance plans put together by the R D Drenkow Co/Advantage Administrators. and Fortress Benefits groups for eligible employees of the City of Whittemore.  Renewal date for the current Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield plan is November 13, 2015, and it was reported there has been a slight increase in premium costs of approximately 9% from 2015 to 2016.  The Council thanked Mr. Zelle and Mr. Drenkow for their time and professional presentations.  At approximately 6:10 p.m. the Council met with Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Insurance and she again reviewed the Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield health and dental insurance coverage and options available for eligible employees with the City.  
Upon further discussion, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to retain Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Services as the City’s agent for Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield employee health and dental insurance coverage.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  No further action was taken at this time as to renewal; the Council to review options and make the final decision during the next regular meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the September 2, 2015 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the September 17, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of September, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $10584.88; Electric $68614.68; Electric System Improvement Project Fund $23.57; Gas $20189.76; Water $10618.54; Sewer Rental $3625.50; Solid Waste $4518.69; Payroll $18211.82; Equipment $1094.79; Special Account $843.79; Halloween Party Savings $0.00; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $6192.09; Customer Deposit $550.01; Debt Service $106.75; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $5478.53; Library Renovations Savings $0.08; Library Regular $49.01; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.01. Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the September 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $20511.07; Total (all) Employee Wages $9221.51; Total (all) Contract Labor $72.00; Total Mayor and Council salaries, 3rd quarter 2015 $940.00; R D Drenkow, September cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, meeting/mileage reimbursement $48.30; K-Mart, DVD’s $17.99; Knoxville Public Library, reimbursement for postage paid/book mailed $4.99; Baker & Taylor, books $512.10; Gale/Cengage, large print books $121.44; Office Depot, laminator supplies $69.96; Micro Marketing, children’s audio books $143.83; MidAmerica Books, children’s books $39.90; Center Point, large print books $83.88; Janea Meyer, customer deposit refund after final utility bill $71.52; Presto-X, pest control $85.00; PEMSEC, EMT continuing education $150.00; Farm & Home Services, Treasurer Bond $100.00; Brown’s Shoe Fit, new Lifeguard suits $131.90; Community Lumber, forms to pour cement $61.59; GCC Consolidated Ready Mix, concrete for street repairs $550.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $34,030.29;  Treasurer, State of Iowa, September sales taxes $2526.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, 3rd quarter use taxes $172.00; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., September statement including two 55 gallon drums of oil at Light Plant $1913.32; MaxYield Cooperative, September statement $1057.09; and Kriz-Davis, electric distribution materials $1,572.90.  

Also, CJ Cooper, random drug testing fee $35.00; APGA SIF, 2016 membership dues $375.00;  Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $279.61; AI Processors, postage for water testing $9.43; Iowa DNR, annual Water Use fee for 2016 $99.00; Horizon’s, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, September landfill fee $930.16; Waste Zero, City of Whittemore 77 cases of yellow/13 gallon garbage bags $3,349.50; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, tires for city garbage truck $343.00; NAPA Auto, repair parts (street sweeper/garbage truck) $102.70; Bomgaars, parts for Street Sweeper $39.56; Trans-Iowa Equip, parts for Street Sweeper $1,286.33; Aramark Uniform Service, September statement $173.00; Ayrshire Comm, monthly telephone & internet fees $253.45; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,428.68; Counsel Office, copier rent and copies (Library and City Hall) $287.39; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing (Water Dept and Swimming Pool) $269.00; Whittemore Independent, September publications $392.30; Randy Mueller, mowing abandoned property at 203 Kossuth Street $135.00; Printing Services Inc.,  office supplies $64.25; Center Iowa Distributing, pavement paint and shop supplies $574.40; L & G Inc., September services $360.00; Menards of Spencer, Electric System Improvements Project supplies and Shop repair materials $463.40; E-Pride Office, Brother Printer and USB cable $212.99; IAMU, Natural Gas distribution materials and quarterly safety meeting dues $425.10; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $325.04.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any regular monthly statements that are received after the date of the meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Mike Buscherfeld:  Build a 4-seasons room on west side of house by French door.  This would add 256 square feet to the house, which is 1,766 sq. ft.  All work to be completed at 614 Palo Alto Street.


Mark Lenz:  Replace four windows; replace front door; replace patio door; replace garage door.  All work to be completed at 508 Seventh Street.


Whittemore Housing % Murphy Management:  Remove outside brick; replace windows; put new siding on and repair foundation where needed.  All work to be completed at 93 Prairie Street (southeast building only).


Brent & Carol Opheim:  Put white rock behind garage in alley at 519 Fifth Street.


Elbert Chevrolet Inc.:  Repair steps to north storage building at 502 Broad Street.


Christopher Schmidt:  Repair existing deck on backside of house; replace deck boards with new; replace steps.  All work to be completed at 706 Third Street.


Stuart Simonson:  Apply siding to the east side of garage at 701 Fourth Street (Harriet K’s B & B).

Upon motions by Walker and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of those present, the applications were approved and Builder’s Permits were issued.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Meyer reported the Electric System Improvements Project is moving forward and that Aevenia will begin their portion of the distribution service work (underground boring, etc.) to coordinate with the anticipated December 1, 2015 switchover from ITC to Corn Belt Power.
At this time the Council reviewed two quotes for an electric relay testing contractor as requested by Todd Bockorny of DGR Engineering for the City’s electric service project.  A testing contractor must be hired to test each relay and current transformer in the new lineup of switchgear for any problems or faults that may have occurred in shipment or installation.  Resolution No. 2015-17 – A Resolution Accepting an Agreement for a “Testing Contractor” as Recommended by Todd Bockorny of DGR Engineering for Testing of Electric Relays Related to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Electric Service Projects was introduced.  Per email correspondence from Mr. Bockorny, the low bidder, Utilities Plus Energy Services Inc. of Elk River, Minnesota, submitted a total price of $7,460.00 to do the work, and DGR Engineering recommends that the City of Whittemore award the Testing Contractor to Utilities Plus Energy Services.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2015-17 thereby following recommendation of the project engineer and hiring Utilities Plus Energy Services as “Testing Contractor” for the City of Whittemore, per their price quote of $7,460.00.  Roll was call and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-17 duly adopted.
Council reviewed the document but tabled any action at this time pertaining to a four-year proposal by Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling, Emmetsburg, regarding recyclables processing for the City of Whittemore after December 31, 2015.
A written proposal by John Wagner of Blacktop Service Co. of Humboldt was reviewed by the Council for street repairs that could be accomplished yet in 2015 or put off until weather cooperates in 2016.  Mr. Wagner noted that the price quote would be good for next year, too. The work would consist of milling and removal of stressed asphalt along gutter on both sides, 9’ wide and 3.5” in depth, followed by furnishing and installing 3.5” of new asphalt.  Twelve locations throughout the community were noted as high priority and in need of attention.  Grand total for the cost of all twelve locations was $209,784.75.

After further consideration, Council recommended they each review the streets suggested for improvement by Mr. Wagner and to contact City Hall with their individual opinions.  Discussion followed, too, that instead of repairing with asphalt, municipal employees might be able to make the repairs with concrete.  No further action was taken.

A proposal by D. A. Davidson to provide “Dissemination Agent Services” for the reporting of the City of Whittemore’s Annual Continuing Disclosure Filing of Outstanding Electric Revenue Debt was reviewed.  Cost to hire representatives of the firm to properly file this information is $1,000 annually.  By hiring the firm, the City would be assured of completing the annual disclosure filing in a timely manner and would also be alerted to any change in procedures, requirements, etc.  Resolution No. 2015-19 was then introduced; a Resolution Accepting the Agreement by D. A. Davidson to Provide Annual Dissemination Agent Services for the City of Whittemore, Iowa.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept Resolution No. 2015-19, hiring the D. A. Davidson firm of Des Moines, Iowa, at a rate of $1,000 per year, to act as the Dissemination Agent for the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-19 duly adopted.

Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to approve the annual electronic renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for their property at 601 Broad Street.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2015.  Upon unanimous vote, motion carried and the Clerk was instructed to submit Local Authority APPROVAL of the application.
Council then reviewed the most recent “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  As of September 18, 2015 approximately 6,057 MCF of stored natural gas has been purchased for use during the 2015-16 heating season.

There followed a review of Whittemore Municipal Utilities water rates and charges.  The clerk provided a scenario of rate increase proposals ranging from 5% to 30%, and the over-all monies that would be generated by a percentage rate increase. Council discussed several options and at this time took no action to change water rates or charges this month.  They asked, however, that the Clerk put together a rate/charges combination increase that would allow the City of Whittemore to recover the Water Department’s $38,000 loss that was experienced during the 2014-15 fiscal year.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to increase water rates and/or charges during the next regular meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
At this time Council reviewed ORDINANCE NO. 178 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 3-3-28 TO ESTABLISH AN ORDER FOR “NO OVERNIGHT PARKING” ALONG BROAD STREET BETWEEN FOURTH AND FIFTH STREETS DURING THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH APRIL 1 ANNUALLY.  Since its inception in 2011, said ordinance has caused problems for business people and apartment dwellers living within this one block area of downtown Whittemore.  Supt. Meyer points out the lack of necessity as ORDINANCE NO. 168 states:  

Section 3-3-28:  


PARKING DURING SNOW EMERGENCY.  No person shall park, abandon, or leave unattended any vehicle on any public street, alley, or City-owned off-street parking area during the time the snow or ice begins to accumulate through the duration of the snow or ice storm unless the snow or ice has been removed or plowed from said street, alley, or parking area and the snow or ice has ceased to fall. 


The ban shall be enforced whenever the parking of a vehicle interferes with the removal of snow or ice.  If the owner of a vehicle in violation of this ban fails to promptly remove such vehicle, the vehicle will receive a $25.00 citation (per violation) and a towing service will be contacted (per violation) for the purpose of removing said vehicle at the owner’s expense.

As notice of a “Snow Emergency” has become easier to generate with the use of the internet and other media resources, and in order to improve the means of doing business and living within the one block area along Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson, to abolish ORDINANCE NO. 178 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 3-3-28 TO ESTABLISH AN ORDER FOR “NO OVERNIGHT PARKING” ALONG BROAD STREET BETWEEN FOURTH AND FIFTH STREETS DURING THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH APRIL 1 ANNUALLY, striking it from the City Code of Whittemore, Iowa.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.  The Clerk to remove and note as “VOID”, ORDINANCE NO. 178 that was originally adopted on November 7, 2011.  
Because the City of Whittemore is required to perform procedures to satisfy the Annual Examination Requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa, city staff was directed to send out a three-year “Request for Proposals” to local CPA firms to perform FY 15, and upcoming FY 16 and FY 17 exams, thereby meeting the annual March 31 submission deadline for each corresponding fiscal year.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, November 2, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.  This meeting will precede the City Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2015, which will feature a ballot asking citizens to vote for three of the four candidates seeking election or re-election to the Whittemore City Council.  Those candidates include Diane Hansen and incumbents Rod Johnson, Becky Lancaster and Tim Schneider.  Top three vote-getters will win the election.  Each seat filled will be for a four (4) year term of office.
The Whittemore “Community Events” for October 2015 was reviewed.  It was noted that there will be a Youth Halloween Party in Whittemore again this year hosted by the Whittemore Warriors 4-H Club, on Saturday, October 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Whittemore Community Center.  Admission to the event is one or more canned goods to be given to the Kossuth County Food Pantry.  The community’s annual Halloween door-to-door “Trick’r Treating” is scheduled to be held on Saturday, October 31, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Residents wishing to be visited by ghosts and goblins should leave their porch lights “ON” during this designated time period!
There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Councilperson Walker reported the street light is not working in the neighborhood of First Street and Palo Alto Street.

Councilman Johnson spoke on behalf of the resident living at 513 Second Street; she would like to replace the sidewalk on her property but roots of the two trees in the city parking are causing it to heave and she would like to see the trees cut down and trunks removed before any new sidewalk is installed.  She intends to plant two new trees on her property once the boulevard trees have been cut down and the sidewalk project is complete.  Johnson also spoke of having to upgrade his electric service due to the addition he is building onto his house.  Supt. Meyer and city staff to resolve the problem and assess charges according to the City’s electric tariff and code.
The Whittemore Community Betterment Club, with the financial assistance of memorial monies from the Earl and Esther Steier and Tom Steier families, has purchased a new digital display sign for the community of Whittemore.  Controls for the new sign will be housed in City Hall, and municipal employees along with the assistance of local electricians and trenchers, will install the underground wiring for the sign before winter sets in.  WCBC has set the following schedule for anyone want to rent the sign:

“No Charge” for Civic Groups, Churches and Non-Profit Agencies


$10.00 per day for Special Occasions (birthdays, anniversaries, etc.)


$25.00 for 3-day Event Advertising


$50.00 per 7-day Event Advertising

Once the digital display sign is up and running, anyone wishing to post a message on the new two-sided means of advertisement should contact City Hall for further details.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 5, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
