MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 2, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 2, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Johnson and Walker.   Absent:  Schneider and Lancaster who were gone due to the unexpected death of their brother and brother-in-law, Jim Bormann, of Plano, Texas.  Others in attendance included Jen Petersen and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during this portion of the meeting.

2015 Swimming Pool Manger Jen Petersen was in attendance to give a wrap-up report of the past season. According to Petersen the pool had a great year!  Attendance steadily increased from start to finish and the July 13 fundraiser went exceptionally well.  Supplies have been ordered for next year and a suggestion was made to paint the interior walls of both bathrooms to help improve the lighting in these areas.  It is also hoped that fundraising monies can be used toward application of a rubber cement to help prevent kids from slipping on the concrete in certain areas around the bathhouse.  July hours were discussed and it has been put out there for consideration that the pool be open from 1:00 to 7:00 p.m. daily during the month of July.  June and August would stay at 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.  No final decision was made at this time regarding “OPEN” hours for 2016.  Petersen also reported she has purchased with memorial monies, two picnic tables and seats/chairs for use inside the fence of the Pool in memory of Angela “Angie” Bergman.  Purple umbrellas will also be used at the tables, as that was Angie’s favorite color.
It was decided that the canopy over the bleachers at the Pool will need to be replaced before next season and discussion followed concerning the overhead electric wire that runs along the east fence line of the Pool and how it can be changed in order for the cleaning crews to safely use the long-handled vacuum hoses on that side of the facility.  Peterson stated her thanks to the CPO’s and the Council for their help and support this past summer; she has submitted her application to work as Swimming Pool Manager in 2016, and she announced her plans to obtain her Lifeguard Certification before next year’s opening date. 

The Mayor and Council thanked Jen Peterson, Bryan Meyer and James Zinnel, along with the lifeguards who remain dedicated to the Swimming Pool in 2015.  Although lifeguarding staff was short at time, the pool only had to close three days due to there not being enough lifeguards to open, and the Whittemore Swimming Pool again served the public to the best of its ability during its 74th season.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 5, 2015 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 20, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $7532.98; Electric $64135.22; Electric System Improvements Project:  $27.89; Gas $15008.88; Water $8451.82; Sewer Rental $2978.72; Solid Waste $4778.90; Payroll $20060.85; Equipment $2465.91; Special Account $843.79; Halloween Party Savings $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $6981.16; Customer Deposit $975.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $378.25; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none. Clerk Farrell noted that due to a lack of activity and a proposed $5.00 fee per month for the same, the “Playground Savings Fund” was CLOSED and the $257.21 balance was transferred to the regular General Fund.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to accept the August, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy, reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $13715.04; Total (all) Employee Wages $11893.09; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; Brown Shoes, inkjet cartridges $20.79; Card Services, two diaper changing stations at Swimming Pool and meeting expenses $298.06; MaxYield Cooperative, July statement $1245.38; Tech Soup, computer protection program at Library; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1942.00; Kossuth County CERT (EMS), donation $25.00; Main Street Checks, deposit slips $81.86; RD Drenkow & Co., August cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Counsel Office Documents, copier lease and copies $91.89; Bugs N’Stuff, pest control $150.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement for DVDs/meeting mileage $113.50; Guideposts, books $18.04; Baker & Taylor, books/Children’s audio CD $251.22; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; MicroMarketing LLC, CDs and supplies $385.69; Demco, supplies $58.04; Degen Extinguisher & Repair, annual inspection of fire extinguishers $74.00; Des Moines Register, 1-year subscription renewal (daily only) $324.03; Randy Mueller, mowing of abandoned property at 203 Kossuth Street $135.00; Danielle Young, reimbursement of Lifeguard Training course fee $150.00; Cameron Peterson, reimbursement of Lifeguard Training course fee $120.00; GCC Ready Mix, concrete to patch roadways near water main leaks $2,275.00; Bonnstetter Auto Body, buff/wax/re-letter four directional signs $150.00; Presto-X, Maintenance Shed pest control $85.00; KCEDC, update LOIS information $25.00; Card Services, CDs and Library meeting expenses along with 2016 Swimming Pool/Lifeguard supplies $411.13 total; Grass Masters, treatment for Emerald Ash Borer (21 trees) $3,700.00; Kossuth Co. Treasurer, annual drainage tax fees $48.80; ProBuild of Algona, 6’ float handle (concrete work) $31.99; and Community Lumber Supply, boards for cement forms $12.03.  


Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $39,114.73; Kriz-Davis Co., mechanical underground cable splice repair conductor range $77.23; West Bend Municipal Utilities, use of Digger Truck at MaxYield transformer $609.90; Skarshaug Testing Labs, safety equipment testing $140.19; DGR Engineering, professional services thru July 31, 2015 $7,329.18; T&R Electric, 1-225 KVA three-phase pad mount transformer, and 2-75 KVA three-phase pad-mount transformers $16,076.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, install new natural gas meter $5,052.87; Elbert Bros. Well Drilling Inc., distribution/water leak repair materials $40.07; HOA Solutions, Variable Frequency Drives at Water Plant $25,948.00; Brown Supply Co., universal curb bumper guard $65.00; Erpelding Excavating Enterprise, 8” tee, 45-degree bend, PVC caps $299.16; Hach Chemical, chemicals $30.54; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $382.86; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., replace instrument panel / repair lights on 2003 pickup $344.58; Arnold Motor Supply, air filters $89.89; Bryan Meyer, semi-annual reimbursement/cell phone usage $90.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement/meeting mileage $235.55; James Zinnel, semi-annual reimbursement/cell phone usage $90.00; Aramark Uniform Service, August rugs, mops and uniforms $173.00; Fastenal, safety glasses and 4x7 lens clean bag $104.67; Bomgaars, August statement for wrenches, Stops Rust paint & brush, 6’ folding Picnic table & 6 seats (at pool using Angie Bergman memorial funds) jumbo wrench set and heavy-duty circuit testers $608.73; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $40.98; L & G Inc.,  repairs on water main shut off $1,017.50; MaxYield Coop, August statement $580.34; Whittemore Independent, August publications and #10 window envelopes $441.32; Schmitt Hardware, August statement $120.39; Ayrshire Communications, August telephone, FAX and internet services $333.38; Treasurer, State of Iowa, August sales taxes $2,315.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,413.61 and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $386.92.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any regular bills that arrive after the early date of this month’s meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider and Lancaster.  Motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were reviewed:


Paul Johnson:  Install a 12x36 portable wooden garage on the south side of the existing garage at 708 Sixth Street.  This application was first reviewed at the February 2015 regular meeting with the stipulation “pending approval and agreement by applicant that the project be completed by July 1, 2015”.  Johnson was unable to complete the project in a timely manner and has again submitted the application for Council consideration.

Mary Jean Carlson:  Replace front concrete steps with new.  All work at 314 Kossuth Street.
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson that both applications be approved and that Builder’s Permits be issued.  The Clerk was asked to contact several property owners who are making changes to the exterior of their homes without prior approval by the Council.
Jen Petersen submitted an application for employment with the City of Whittemore to serve as Swimming Pool Manager in 2016.  Due to her previous work experience and history with the City of Whittemore, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to hire and appoint Jen Petersen as Manager of the Whittemore Swimming Pool for the upcoming (2016) season.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  
Council then considered a “Street Closing Permit Application” by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for the Kossuth County “Freedom Rock Dedication” to be held in Whittemore on Saturday, September 12, 2015.  The Legion requests that Broad Street near Sixth Street be blocked off for the stage, program and music/dancing to be held the evening of September 12 from 5:00 to 11:00 p.m.  All activities will be taking place at 601 and 605 Broad Street.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the Street Closing Permit Application for the Freedom Rock Dedication event.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Municipal employee James Zinnel gave a short update and progress report on the Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects.  Contractors for the distribution portion of the project met at City Hall on August 24 and they are estimating they will be able to start their work of boring for the underground services on or about September 21.  Eleven workers will be associated with this detail.  
Council took note of forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  

Council then reviewed a “Water Income & Expenses Report” for the City of Whittemore, along with an IAMU water rate charge for communities under 2, 000 in Iowa, but took no action to change Whittemore Municipal Utilities water rates and charges due to the absence of two members.  Clerk Farrell was asked to put together several options or means to help eliminate the annual deficit that shows up in the Water Fund.  

The clerk updated the Council regarding recyclables processing after December 31, 2015.  She spoke of contacting Bennett Sanitation of Ottosen, and their response to Whittemore was that they are not interested in going into the recyclables processing business.  If the City of Whittemore is ever interested in using Bennett Sanitation to collect solid waste, they would be interested in doing business with us as they are completely geared toward sanitation.  They currently serve a seven-county area in this capacity.

Farrell also commented she had talked with Mark of Northern Plains Regional Collection Center in Spencer and as the City of Spencer currently uses Van’s Recycling Sanitation of LeMars, Iowa to process their recyclables, they do not have a program to offer Whittemore either.  The representative suggested we check with local haulers.
Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling in Emmetsburg has been in contact with staff at City Hall and at this time he is waiting to put together some figures for the cost of his expanded recyclables processing service.  Shamrock Recycling is very willing to serve Whittemore in this capacity, and it is hoped some sort of agreement or decision can be made in the near future.  The item was tabled until the next regular meeting.
Resolution No. 2015-16; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 City Street Financial Report for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Walker and Simonson and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2015-16 was declared adopted.

The date, time and place for the next regular Council meeting was set for Monday, October 5, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore. 

The September 2015 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” schedule was reviewed.  Special attention was given to the Kossuth County “Freedom Rock Dedication” which will be held at Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion in Whittemore on Saturday, September 12.  

Councilperson Walker brought forward a discussion about the recently altered landscape on the east side of the Public Library at 405 Fourth Street.  Council feels the Library Board is responsible for getting or having the new grass seeded.  Walker also explained that a portion of the $2,000 memorial gift from Beanie Steier’s family will be used to expand outdoor seating on the west lawn of the Library.  

Mayor Elbert and the Council discussed the storm-damaged tree that has gone down in the rear yard between the properties at 515 and 519 Fifth Street; city officials believe it is the property owner’s responsibility to have it removed.

Councilman Johnson would like to see more tree-trimming done around town.

Municipal employee James Zinnel reported that the garbage truck has been acting up again and the main clamping mechanism at times will not release/eject the junk from the compactor.  Availability of parts might be a problem; city personnel are going to try and fix it but if it can’t be done locally, the City might need to send it to Des Moines for repairs.  The truck also needs some basic maintenance attention; Council approved and gave the go-ahead to spend and fix such things as the heater, shocks, replace tires, etc.
Two trees growing in the parking at 87 Palo Alto Street might possibly need to be cut down to further the progress of the distribution portion of the electric service project.  Unfortunately it would cost the City over $11,000 to bore underground in an effort to save the trees.  At this point the City will try and keep the red maple (west tree) if at all possible.
Clerk Farrell announced she will be having total (left) knee replacement surgery in Mason City on September 15.  She plans on being gone from the office for approximately 12 days and hopes to return on a part-time basis on September 28.

The employee health and dental insurance renewals will be reviewed and discussed beginning in October.  

Council reviewed a letter from the Iowa Department of Revenue that shows the estimated Local Option Sales Taxes the City of Whittemore is expected to receive during fiscal year 2016.  Distribution Payment total will be approximately $62,995.77.  

As this is a City Election year, it was announced that the terms of Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson and Becky Lancaster are up for re-election.  Nomination Petitions and Affidavit of Candidacy papers are available and can be picked up at Whittemore City Hall during regular office hours.  All three seats are four (4) year terms of service.  A minimum of ten signatures are required for the Nomination Petitions, and the Affidavit of Candidacy must be signed in the presence of a Notary Public.  Papers must be returned to the City Clerk’s Office no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 17, as they are due to the County Auditor before 5:00 p.m. that same day.

Councilman Simonson briefly discussed the storm sewer problems being experienced at 100 Fourth Street.  Council agrees that the City has no responsibility for the cost or repair of the problems and the Clerk was asked to send the property owners a letter stating the same.
Due to the absence of Supt. Meyer at tonight’s meeting, ORDINANCE NO. 178 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 3-3-28 TO ESTABLISH AN ORDER FOR “NO OVERNIGHT PARKING” ALONG BROAD STREET BETWEEN FOURTH AND FIFTH STREETS DURING THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH APRIL 1 ANNUALLY will be reviewed during the Monday, October 5, 2015 regular meeting.  

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 2, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

