MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, August 5, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 5, 2015 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rodney Johnson, Karla Walker and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Brian Goodman, Eric Goodman, Brent Bierstedt, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.
Whittemore Fire Department and Whittemore Ambulance Service representatives Brian Goodman and Eric Goodman were in attendance to discuss with the Mayor and Council a new State-mandate that requires all fire and ambulance radios be converted from VHF to 700 megahertz in order to communicate with County and State law enforcement and emergency personnel.  According to Eric Goodman, paging systems will not be affected.  Radios that were purchased new just three years ago will be useless within the next 12-22 months, and the conversion is estimated to cost $72,000 for the Whittemore rescue services to comply with the new law.  Other E-911 Commission updates were also discussed.  No final decision was made on the new radios; emergency personnel to seek donations and grants to fund the upgrade, and the Council will work with them to achieve the best possible solution to the situation.
Brent Bierstedt, a representative of Bisso Wireless Inc. was present to review a proposed lease agreement between Bisso Wireless of Algona and the City of Whittemore for internet communications towers and equipment on top of the Whittemore water tower.  During the Special Meeting conducted at 5:30 pm on Monday, July 20, 2015, Council reviewed Bisso Wireless’s initial “Site Lease Agreement” whereby they offered to pay $150.00 per month for one year, using only the equipment currently occupying the water tower space.  Council did not accept the $150.00 per month amount but instead counter-offered with a rate of $250.00 per month.
Mr. Bierstedt explained that at the higher rental rate, Bisso Wireless would like to be able to add two five-mounted dish/antennas to their equipment and that his company would like to see an extended term, three-year rental lease be put into a place.  After further discussion, Resolution No. 2015-14 was introduced, a Resolution Adopting a Lease Agreement between Bisso Wireless and the City of Whittemore for Internet Communications Tower and Equipment to be Placed on Top of the Whittemore Water Tower.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider that the Council enters into agreement with Bisso Wireless of Algona for rental of space on top of the Whittemore water tower at a rate of $250.00 per month for a term of three (3) years.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-14 duly adopted.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the July 6, 2015 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the July 16, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent, and the minutes of the July 20, 2015 Noon and July 20, 2015 5:30 p.m. Special Council Meetings were approved as published in the July 30, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $12565.16; Electric $48137.68; Electric System Improvements Project $31.83; Gas $11496.21; Water $9655.81; Sewer Rental $3432.88; Solid Waste $4870.62; Payroll $27869.13; Equipment $1151.90; Special Account $973.79; Halloween Party Savings $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $5182.32; Customer Deposit $650.00; Debt Service $45.66; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $390.55; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $600.00.  The Clerk made special note of the $600.00 donation from Kathryn Johnson & Family in memory of her father, Noah Reisner, for whom the city park is named after.  This donation was put into the Little League Savings Account.  Also, a donation of $400.00 was received today from her family in memory of Angela “Angie” (Ostwald) Bergman who passed away unexpectantly earlier this year.  The money will be used to buy inside-the-fence picnic tables for use at the Swimming Pool.  The City is very appreciative of both memorial donations.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the July, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $16695.23; Total (all) Employee Wages $17765.88; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; KCEDC, FY16 dues $1965.60; Farmers State Bank, charge for NSF check deposited $10.70; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1992.00; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $210.00; Dearborn National, employee insurances $395.85; RD Drenkow & Co., July cafeteria plan withholding $317.34; IRS, second quarter Form 941 $439.96; Counsel Office, copier lease and copies $93.87; MicroMarketing, audio books $580.96; The Family Handyman, subscription renewal $22.98; Iowa History, subscription renewal $18.95; Demco, office supplies $169.05; The Library Store Inc., supplies $300.73; Iowa Library Services, “Town Meeting” registration fee $25.00; Iowa Library Services, FY EBSCOHost Database Subscription Fees $50.20; Gale/Cengage Learning, large-print books $60.72; Mayo Clinic, “Alzheimer’s Disease” book $36.45; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Guideposts, books $18.04; Baker & Taylor, books $276.27; July statement $27.88; Pool Tech, chemicals $455.50; Grass Masters, fertilizer/broadleaf control at Noah’s Park $394.99; Tascha Wykoff, June and July cleaning at Community Center $300.00; Trupke Electric Motor Service, repair drill hammer $43.00; Presto-X, monthly pest control in Maintenance Building $85.00; Arch Chemicals, chemicals at Pool $2,204.00; PEMSEC, CPR class for Firemen/EMS $120.00; Iowa Lakes Community College, EMT continuing education $10.00; Environmental Health Department, 2015 Class “A” pool inspection $270.00; Barco Municipal Products Inc., “Handicap” parking signage $102.92; KCEDC, four County-Wide Breakfast fees $60.00; Randy Mueller, mowing of abandoned property $225.00; Kriz-Davis Co., distribution materials $1,764.41; Skarshaug Testing Laboratory Inc., safety equipment testing fees $357.81;  Brown Shoe Fit, Light Plant office supplies $20.79; Card Services, July credit card including two diaper changing stations at Swimming Pool $298.06; Fareway Stores, Swimming Pool fundraiser food supplies $152.04; MaxYield Cooperative, July fuel and weed spraying chemical $1245.38; and Tech Soup Global, 1-year subscription for Norton Small Business package (Library) $44.00; 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $41,528.99; Myer’s Controlled Power, 15 KV Metalclad switchgear (95% of total bill due) $211,242.95; Galvanizers, Inc., Dead-end Steel Structure and Riser Steel Structure $25,565.50; Resco Electric Utility, single-phase pole mount step voltage regulator $27,287.18; T & R Electric, 2500 KVA three-phase station w/taps (95% of total bill due) $80,091.65; DGR Engineering, professional services for Electric System Improvement Project, through June 30, 2015 $8,822.04; Marshall Municipal Utilities, wire $3,713.80; Border States, flood flashlights $85.56; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Gas testing fee $30.00; Iowa DNR, (3) testing fees for Operator Certification Program $90.00; Iowa DNR, FY16 Annual Water Supply Fee $58.83; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., trucking of salt $510.99; Tegra Corporation, bulk salt at Water Plant $3,485.27; A I Processors, UPS shipping charges for wastewater test samples $11.27; QC Supply, materials at Sewer Plant $20.06; Iowa DNR, NPDES Permit application renewal fee $85.00; Quality Pump & Control, clean out sewer plant main lift $595.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing fees $201.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $970.39; Arnold Motor Supply, air filters for Case Loader $61.71; CNH Capital, repair materials for Case Loader $925.28; Buscher Bros. Corp., wire and hose ends for Garbage Truck repair $315.64; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., weed spraying at Lagoon; chain saw repair $300.83; L & G Inc., July services $3,132.25; Brown Supply Co., July service materials $711.80; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., July statement $7.75; Schmitt Hardware, June and July service and materials statement $1,708.77; Whittemore Independent, July publications $532.10; Eleanor Meyer Estate, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $420.76; Tanya Zeman, refund of customer deposit after final bill $141.24; Creative Stitches, safety green t-shirts for municipal workers $165.00; Iowa Utilities Board, Electric and Natural Gas assessments for Iowa Energy Center $1,153.00; Iowa One Call, locates $19.80; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $258.62; Aramark Uniform Services, July rugs, mops and uniforms $212.60; Ayrshire Communications, total July services $333.38; K-Mart, July charges at Library and Swimming Pool $287.58; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,393.39; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $177.51.
Supt. Meyer explained the water pump went out on the Case loader and that it was over $700.00 to replace the unit.  Upon motions by Lancaster and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed claims were approved for payment.  
The following applications were submitted for Builder’s Permits:

Richard & Karen Thilges:  Repair roof on back/little garage at 116 Fourth Street.
Paul Johnson:  Reshingle roof of house at 708 Sixth Street; change pitch by adding slope to the flat portion of the roof.
West Bend Elevator Co. (per Chad Besch):  Repair potholes at entrance of Cenex Convenience Store parking lot; fill with concrete starting at street and moving east.  Will also do some concrete work at pump island.  All work to be completed at 215 Fourth Street.

Bill Simonson:  Build a fence along west end of property, approximately 95’ from east sidewalk and approximately 75’ north, staying 10’ from north sidewalk and not over 5’ high.  All work to be completed at 502/506 Third Street.
Upon motions by Walker and Simonson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Building Permit applications were approved as submitted by the four property owners.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Meyer reported the switchgear for the electric system improvement project has been installed in the southeast corner of City Hall; there are a few things not working right, and the project engineer will address the issues.  DGR Engineering has also suggested that a professional pole inspector be hired to examine all of the utility poles throughout the community.  After further discussion, Councilman Johnson, an employee with Algona Municipal Utilities, volunteered to work for the City of Whittemore on Friday afternoons in order to get the poles tested without having to spend the extra money to have it done professionally.  

Council then reviewed forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy on behalf of the City of Whittemore. 
The Clerk reported the City has been contacted by Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling of Emmetsburg as his company is interested in managing the City’s recyclables after Horizon’s Unlimited closes their recyclables processing center on December 31, 2015.  Mr. Flannegan is still in the early stages of putting together prices for his service.  Council would like to be able to continue offering the citizens 24-hr access to the five-bin recycling unit currently located on the north side of City Hall, thus the City of Whittemore would only be interested in having a drop-off site for the recyclables to be processed after collection.  The Clerk was asked to contact area recyclers for their bids; also, the City of Spencer to inquire if they will be offering any sort of recycling option to the customers of Northern Plains Regional Collection Center.
A “Residential Household Hazardous Waste Mobile Collection” was considered.  For $250 the City of Whittemore could host a free event to residents needing to dispose of hazardous household waste through Northern Plains Regional Collection Center.  This event would not include electronics or brown goods.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider not to host such a collection in Whittemore in 2015.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Due to the first Monday in September being the Labor Day holiday, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, 2015, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
The August 2015 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  Items on the schedule include the Sons of the American Legion sponsored “Purple Heart Day” on August 7 and the American Legion’s BBQ Chicken & Sweet Corn Feed with Bossie Bingo and the Legion Auxiliary’s Ice Cream Social, both on Saturday, August 15.  It was also noted that the Swimming Pool would close for the 2015 season at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 15.
Councilman Simonson reported that the first treatment in the battle against the Emerald Ash Borer has been administered by Grass Masters to the savable trees at Noah’s Park.  The trees that have been injected have a green ribbon and tag on them.  The Mayor and Council encourage citizens to treat ash trees on their private property; there are several options available for use to successfully fight the bug that is predicted to invade all counties in Iowa.
Supt. Meyer was given the go-ahead to replace a pump at the Sewer Plant; estimated cost to replace with a new unit is $12,000.

City staff discussed the surprise drowning drill that was conducted at the Swimming Pool on July 29.  Everyone felt it was a good learning experience for the lifeguards, emergency responders, CPOs and the public in general.

The Council agreed to meet with representatives of RD Drenkow & Co., administrators of the employee’s cafeteria plans, to discuss health and dental insurance options available through the “Fortress Benefits” group.

Clerk Farrell announced City Election Day will be Tuesday, November 3, 2015.  Council members whose terms will expire this year are Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson and Rebecca Lancaster.  Each seat is a four-year term of office.  Nomination papers will be available at Whittemore City Hall beginning Monday, August 24 through Wednesday, September 16 at 5:00 p.m.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 5, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
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