MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 6, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 6, 2015 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.   Members absent:  Lancaster.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Bob and Alysia Wagner, Jen Petersen, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Bob Wagner and his daughter, Alysia, of Blacktop Service Company were present to discuss with the Council the electric outage that occurred on May 8, and also the high (electric) demand charge that is assessed to their business during non-productive months.  In early June, Blacktop Service Co. mailed an invoice to the City of Whittemore in the amount of $6,565.00 for 13T of liquid asphalt that the business lost due to the unplanned power outage.  
The City utilized its backup generator for its customers, but Blacktop Service Company’s plant is unable to function on the city’s generator.  Subsequently, the power surge blew a starter on the plant’s recycled asphalt crusher and without the starter, they were unable to run recycled asphalt in their mix; they had to produce mix without recycled asphalt.  (Recycled asphalt reduces the amount of virgin liquid asphalt needed in production, and the blown starter caused Blacktop Service Company to use 1.5% additional virgin binder in their asphalt mix.)  The starter had to be ordered and Mr. Wagner stated they were forced to continue production out of the Whittemore plant.  In total, they produced 887 tons of asphalt over the course of five days as they waited for the starter.  As a result, 13 additional tons of liquid asphalt was needed at a cost of $505.00 per ton and Blacktop Service Company calculates that the outage cost their business $6,565.00.  In turn they have deducted this same amount ($6,565.00) from the utility bills that were due to the City of Whittemore in May and June, 2015.
The Mayor and Council, along with the Wagners, reviewed comments from EMC Insurance Companies, the City’s insurance carrier.  EMC’s letter to Blacktop Service Company, dated June 18, 2015, stated “We have found that your company bears substantial responsibility for your own losses, and thus you are barred from any recovery from our insured.  It was determined that the power outage was caused by one of the city’s voltage regulators shorting out, but it happened for an unknown reason and our insured had no control over this.  Our insured has in place a regular inspection program for their equipment, and they’ve reported having no knowledge of any problem with the equipment.  When the power to the town went out the insured activated the city’s backup generator, they started trouble-shooting and identified the problem quickly, and they made repairs and restored the power within a reasonable time frame.  We understand the inconvenience that this incident caused for your plant.  However, it’s unreasonable to think that power outages and/or power surges will never occur and therefore your company should’ve had a plan in place to address how such an event would be handled…..Based on all of the above, we will be unable to make any payment to you.”
Also discussed by the Wagners was their concern of the ratchet charge that is applied to their utility account during winter months that Blacktop Service Co. is no longer conducting business.  They provided comparison utility bills at three other plants with costs they are assessed for their facility in Whittemore.

There followed more comments by both parties.  Council thanked Bob and Alysia Wagner for taking the time to attend this meeting; City staff to further investigate the situation and to contact DGR Engineering with regard to the basis of how the ratchet charge is determined and thereby applied to the Blacktop Service Company utility bill.  They would also like to see a comparison of charges for local demand customers.  Per Council announcement, the Blacktop Service utility account not to be considered in arrears at this time, pending final decision on the $6,565.00 invoice.
2015 Swimming Pool Manager Jen Petersen was present to give a monthly review of the season to date.  Although the pool is operating with a lower-than-normal number of lifeguards this year, staff was able to adequately cover the month of June.  At this time she reports she does not have any lifeguards available to work Friday and Saturday, July 10 and 11.  Mrs. Petersen has contacted management at area pools, including Algona and West Bend, and they are unable to share any lifeguards for said weekend as they are operating on a limited staff themselves in 2015.

Council reiterated their feelings from the start of the summer in that if staff is not available, the public will have to understand the situation and the reason for the pool to be closed on days when there are no lifeguards on hand to work the designated hours of operation.  The weekend of July 10 and 11 will be such an occasion.  Manager Petersen was asked to post a CLOSED sign on the door to inform the public.

Councilman Johnson wonders if we aren’t in some sort of transition period with the area youth.  He feels there are quite a few 14-year-olds who will be willing to serve in the lifeguarding capacity once they reach that employment’s minimum age of 15 years.  
The upcoming Swimming Pool Fundraiser was also discussed and with the weather forecast for July 8 being somewhat questionable, the event may be postponed a few days.  If that is not feasible to host it on Wednesday, it may have to be held indoors at the Whittemore Community Center.   Although attendance at the Pool has been good this year, ideas were considered to attract even more people into using the local facility.  The ultimate goal of fundraising will be to restore the overhead lighting in order to allow for night-time swimming again someday at the Whittemore Swimming Pool!

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 1, 2015 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the June 11, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent and the minutes of the June 29, 2015 Special Council meeting, to be published in the upcoming July 9, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent, were approved as written, copied and supplied in the Council agenda packets by City Clerk Linda K. Farrell.   
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $62659.43; Electric $37799.74; Electric System Improvements Project:  $31.22; Gas $23104.97; Water $59742.00; Sewer Rental $2190.92; Solid Waste $3442.16; Payroll $26288.07; Equipment $898.35; Special Account $766.47; Halloween Party Savings Account:  $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $5654.94; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $35.88; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $2.00; Library Regular $51449.17; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Clerk Farrell noted that included in the June, 2015 receipts is a check from EMC Insurance Companies in the amount of $3,114.50 for replacement of the burned-out pump motor at the Water Plant, a result of the power outage on May 8.  The “Equipment” portion of the City’s insurance covered this incident.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the June, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $10259.02; Total (all) Employee Wages $12783.12; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1605.00; Iowa Parks & Recreation, James Zinnel CPO continuing education $135.00; RD Drenkow, June cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; City of Whittemore, FY2015 transfers to General and Water funds $100,000.00; Whittemore Public Library, FY2015 transfers per budget estimate $50850.00; City of Whittemore, FY2015 Payroll transfer $5799.31; Sandy Long, reimbursement $10.23;K-Mart, DVD’s, Office and Summer Reading Program supplies $200.52; Guidepost, book $17.74; Craft Ideas, subscription $19.99; MicroMarketing, audio book $33.99; Iowa Library Services, FY2016 E-Book Subscription Platform Fees $65.00; OverDrive, Inc., FY2016 E-Book Subscription Content Fees $280.36; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, 2015 Beacon Automation system support $660.00; The Library Store Inc., supplies $129.69; Gale Cengage Learning, large-print books $59.97; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $508.97; Print Shop Plus, engraved plates on new picnic tables $75.80; NIACOG, FY2016 membership dues $372.96; Presto-X, monthly pest control at Maintenance Shed $85.00; Emagine, KCEDC video added to website $37.50; Universal Inc., all-weather patching compound $1,735.96; Kossuth County Sheriff’s Department, FY Law Enforcement Contract $2,000.00; Kay Bat Control, bat proofing at the Community Center (70% if agreed price) $840.00; Iowa Division of Labor Services, 2015 Swimming Pool boiler inspection $95.00; Pool Tech, Pool Magnet Plus chemical $481.96; 
Iowa League of Cities, FY2016 membership dues $441.00; James Zinnel, CPO continuing ed $35.35; KCEDC, FY2016 annual Per Capital dues $1,965.60; KCEDC, Speaker Fee at 2015 County-Wide Breakfast (economic development) $750.00; Lichter’s Garage Opener Service, switchgear room overhead door $95.16; GCC Ready Mix, switchgear room concrete $250.00; Algona Municipal Utilities assist with electric distribution system work $832.89; Kriz-Davis Co., distribution materials $1,183.98; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,165.26; Northwest Communications, computer, monitor and office program for new electric system at Light Plant $1,580.57; Irby Electrical Distributor, fibercrete box pads $3,343.75; Irby Electrical Distributor, no taps radial feed bayonet fuse dead front (Electric System Improvement Project) $74,346.81; Raveling Inc., crane services to unload two 10,000# transformers (Electric System Improvement Project) $2,275.00; Resco. 15 KV padmount switchgear (Electric System Improvement Project) $15,843.88; and DGR Engineering, professional services (Electric System Improvement Project) $13,110.00.

Also, Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, legal/regulator fund assessment & NMDG dues $1,069.01; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $266.86; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,211.95; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., service 2003 Chevrolet pickup $59.36; NAPA Auto Parts, v-belts for Street Sweeper $46.98; Randy Mueller, mowing charges for vacant/abandoned properties $335.00; Aramark Uniforms, June statement $169.60; Supplies N’More, office supplies and a US flag $175.88; Whittemore Independent, June publications $387.42; Ayrshire Communications, June telephone/internet services $333.38; Mangold Environmental, water and wastewater testing fees $78.00; Card Services, Little League, Swimming Lessons materials, and Library charges $520.29 (total); Community Lumber Supply, Little League grid marker; switchgear room construction materials $93.24; Counsel, Library copier leasing and copies and City Hall copies $179.66; Grass Masters, second phase of 2015 treatment program $141.24; Bomgaars, June charges for materials at Swimming Pool, Noah’s Park & Light Plant $220.65; Iowa One Call, locates $8.10; MaxYield Cooperative, June fuel and Pramitol for weed spraying $1,256.16; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,045.93; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $301.25.
At this time Resolution No. 2015-13; a Resolution Approving Revised Proposal for Installation of four (4) VFD’s for the Service Pumps and Wells at the Whittemore Water Treatment Facility was introduced.  This purchase was initially approved at the May 4, 2015 regular Council meeting but it was later discovered that the original price quote was in error.  The total correct bid price for four (4) VFD’s for the Service Pump and Wells at the Whittemore Water Treatment Facility is $25,948.00.  Motion was Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed claims for payment and Resolution No. 2015-13, a Resolution approving the revised proposal for installation of four (4) VFD (variable frequency drives) for the service pumps and wells at the Whittemore Water Treatment Facility.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS: none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Ronal Cruz:  Apply new vinyl siding to house at 615 Seventh Street.


Barbara Teeter:  Install sump pump around exterior base of home at 520 Fourth Street.  Basement to be retrenched according to specs. 


Jason Moser:  Apply an 8x21 wooden deck on south side of home at 514 First Street.


Jake Walker:  Install egress windows in house at 101 Palo Alto Street.


Jim Olsen:  Add a storm door to the existing entry way on south side of house at 202 Palo Alto Street.


Jim Muller:  Apply vinyl siding and insulation to house at 310 Kossuth Street.


Bill Elbert:  Replace 15’ of driveway on property at 206 Broad Street, repairing curb and gutter in the same area.  Also, restructure landscaping for better drainage.

Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and by unanimous vote of Council members present, the above-mentioned applications were approved and Builder’s Permits were granted.
There were four applications for employment with the City of Whittemore:

Applicant:


Address



Position


Mariah Lyn Clement

Emmetsburg


Lifeguard


Marcus Wykoff


Whittemore


Cleaning/Vacuuming


Amanda Hentges


Whittemore


Cleaning/Vacuuming


Nolan Dahlhauser

Whittemore


Clean Pool/Help City Guys

All were placed on file.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Meyer reported the completion date for the Electric System Improvements Project has been pushed back six months to July 1, 2016 due to the rebidding of the distribution portion of the upgrade.  He also noted an inspector from the Iowa Utilities Board recently conducted an annual inspection of lines, etc. within the community.  Due to National Electric Code Standards, the city may have to make changes to current situations where business communication lines are located on municipal utility poles.  Councilman Johnson brought forward a conversation whereby the city should be collecting rent from businesses running their fiber optic lines on municipal poles.  No action was taken; DGR Engineering staff to further investigate the situation as they continue to work with upgrading the distribution system.
As a proposal for a lease agreement between Bisso Wireless and the City of Whittemore for an internet communications tower to be placed on top of the Whittemore water tower on a permanent basis was delivered to City Hall late in the afternoon on Monday, July 6, not enough time was available for the Council to properly review the documents.  Council would like to be able to better evaluate the one-year “Site Lease Agreement” before making a final decision; they tabled any action at this time and asked the Clerk to include this item on the agenda of the upcoming Special Council Meeting scheduled to be held at 12:00 Noon on Monday, July 20, 2015.
Discussion followed regarding street repairs.  Council agreed that Fifth and Seventh Streets along the curb (both sides) are the most important at this point.  Supt. Meyer stated he feels Howe Sanitation needs to be contacted to do underground camera work along Sixth Street to determine the status of water and sewer infrastructure before any repairs are made to that roadway.  No action was taken at this time regarding these issues.
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to assign an identifying number of 508 Broad Street to the commercial building in the five hundred block of Broad Street. A detached storage building sits on the same property as 502 Broad Street. Because the two buildings are distinct and unattached, an individual number needs to be assigned for general or emergency purposes.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried; henceforth the storage building’s location to be known as 508 Broad Street.

Proactive treatment to protect city-property trees from the Emerald Ash Borer was considered.  Councilman Johnson reported Grass Masters has visually ear-tagged the trees they think should be saved here in Whittemore.  Council requests Grass Masters be asked to attend the next regular meeting to finalize plans to treat city-property trees only.  Owners will be responsible for the cost to treat the trees in the parking or on their private property, if they choose to do so.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to accept the Library Board’s nomination of Pam Kollasch to fill the vacancy on the executive committee created by the close of Gary Erdman’s term on the Whittemore Public Library’s Board of Trustees.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.   With the appointment the Board now consists of Kollasch, Elise Vaske, Robert Meyer, Judy Haag and Bruce Ostwald.

Council reviewed the Planning & Zoning Commission.  It was noted that Tony Grandgenett had been serving on the P&Z Commission but he has now relocated to outside the city limits.  After consideration motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to appoint Rick Chada to fill the term of Tony Grandgenett, which is set to expire on April 2, 2018.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  With the appointment the Planning & Zoning Commission now consists of Chada, Dennis Kollasch, Ron Askland, Tascha Wykoff and Steve Kollasch.

Due to the Whittemore Independent being on vacation and the newspaper not being published on August 14, and because Iowa Code dictates that minutes of any Council meeting be published within 15 days of the meeting,  Council set the date and time of the next regular meeting for Wednesday, August 5, 2015.  
It was announced that the Swimming Pool Fundraiser will be held (weather permitting) on Wednesday, July 8 and that swimming lessons will be held during the week of July 20-24 at a cost of $25.00 per student.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Mayor Elbert requested the star-burst (all-season) decorations along Broad Street be taken down so Bev Walker can start working to replace burned out bulbs so they will be available again this fall.

Also, Mayor Elbert reported the owner of the property at 711 Fourth Street has asked to have access to the alley that is located behind his home.  Supt. Meyer stated the alley is basically an easement for the utilities that are located there, not a passageway for travel.  Mayor Elbert will relay that message to the property owner.

Councilman Johnson inquired if any progress has been made with the repairing/replacing of the underground vault that houses the primary voltage at MaxYield Cooperative.  Supt. Meyer reported it will be taken care of in the near future.  Johnson also commented on the use of pickups –vs- the garbage truck to pick up solid waste on Tuesdays.
Councilman Schneider asked about the sewer problem experienced by the owners of the property at 506 Sixth Street.  Supt. Meyer stated that under those certain circumstances, it is the homeowner’s responsibility to make the repairs and connect to the City’s sanitary sewer.

Supt. Meyer brought forward the following items for discussion:

· The Iowa Utilities Board will be conducting a routine inspection of the natural gas system in Whittemore sometime in August.

· A pump at the sewer plant that was rebuilt six or seven years ago is starting to leak again.  Quality Pumps has bid of price of $11,165.00 to replace the leaking pump with a new unit.  Also, one of the recycling pumps for the cooling towers that is located in the basement of the Light Plant has developed a leak.  Meyer will ask the representative from Quality Pumps to give us a quote to fix the second pump while in Whittemore.  No action was taken to order a replacement pump.
Clerk Farrell disbursed copies of a letter received in the July 6, 2015 mail from Horizon’s Unlimited of Emmetsburg that states they will be closing their recycling program effective January 1, 2016 and that Horizon’s will no longer accept or process recyclable material from the City of Whittemore after that date.  Farrell also reported having received a “courtesy call” from Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling of Emmetsburg early in the afternoon on this same date.  Council will begin the search for a new recycling service in the very near future.

City Hall received a phone call on July 2 reporting that a gray jeep with a man and woman inside was in town earlier in the week trying to entice children to get in the vehicle for some candy.  The caller stated she immediately called the Sheriff’s Department to report the incident and that nothing bad had happened, but she thought it would be good to alert the local officials and the rest of the community to the danger of strangers and that “even in Whittemore” such attempts occur.

Council reviewed comments regarding a second complaint letter and fine of $50.00 issued to the owners of a barking dog being kept at 708 Sixth Street; Council dismissed the owner’s excuse that it wasn’t his animal and the fine stands until it can be proven different.

A flyer from Northern Plains Regional Collection Center announcing a reduced “Residential Household Hazardous Waste Mobile Collection” was reviewed.  If the Council is interested in sponsoring such an event in Whittemore, it would cost the City $250.00 to do so.  No action was taken on this agenda item at this time.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to enter into CLOSED SESSION at 7:57 p.m. to set employee wages for Fiscal Year 2015-16.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon motions by Walker and seconded by Simonson, and by unanimous vote of the members in attendance, Council returned to OPEN SESSION at 8:16 p.m. 

Due to the absence of Councilperson Lancaster tonight, no action was taken to consider or pass Resolution No. 2015-11; a Resolution Setting Employee Wages for 2015-16.  Council will try to hold a Special Meeting yet in July, 2015 when this item can be addressed and finalized.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 6, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

