MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, June 29, 2015 – 12:00 p.m.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in Special Session on Noon on Monday, June 29, 2015. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore, Iowa with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  Johnson.  Others in attendance included Supt. Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Upon opening the meeting, Mayor Elbert proclaimed that a Public Hearing to amend the current budget of the City of Whittemore for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015 was underway.  

The Clerk announced that the Public Hearing on plans and specifications, proposed form of contract, and estimate of cost for electric substation work for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, and the taking of bids for construction of said work would not be held at this time due to zero bids being received for consideration of the work.  The engineering firm had scheduled the bid letting to be held on Wednesday, June 23 but nothing was received in the mail or by special currier.  The engineer then did some calling around to several contractors asking them why they did not submit a bid; two companies were too busy for the work, one had the wrong date on his calendar for submission of proposal, and the other felt he didn’t have time to submit an accurate bid as had not received price quotes from some of his suppliers.  

Supt. Meyer stated it is now DGR Engineering’s intent to rebid the project and in doing so, DGR has extended the completion date to July 1, 2016 “to garner more interest with the extended construction timeframe” for qualified contractors to bid the electric distribution work.  Notice of such action will be published in the Thursday, July 2, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  The second bid letting will take place on Wednesday, July 15, and a Public Hearing on plans and specifications, proposed form of contract, and estimate of cost for electric substation work for the City of Whittemore will take place during a Special Council Meeting scheduled to be held on Monday, July 20, 2015 at 12:00 Noon in the Chambers of City Hall.  
At 12:10 p.m. Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing to amend the Fiscal Year 2014-15 budget.  No citizens were present to be heard for or against the amendment.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2015-12; a Resolution Amending the Current Budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 as published in the June 18, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  Revenues increased by bonding proceeds for the Electric System Improvements Project and expenditures increased due to Housing Rehabilitation costs being paid through the General Fund and by all expenses incurred for the Electric System Improvements Project.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Absent:  Johnson.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-12 duly adopted.
Supt. Meyer reported the Iowa Utilities Board Electric Inspector was in Whittemore on June 18; he noted several items that will need to be addressed in the near future.  We will wait until his official report has been submitted before making any changes.  

Councilperson Lancaster stated she has been receiving comments and concerns from citizens about a transformer in the business alley in back of Pitchers at 411 Broad Street.  Supt. Meyer informed the Mayor and Council that this specific transformer is not active and they will be removing it from the distribution system as soon as West Bend Municipal Utilities is able to assist with the project.
Invitations to the August 6, 2015 “County-Wide Breakfast”, sponsored by Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corp., were distributed.  Deadline for making a reservation to this annual event is July 30.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the June 29, 2015 Special Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
