MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 4, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 4, 2015 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.   Absent:  Johnson.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Mirah Bronk, Emma Thul, Hunter Thilges, Jennifer Thilges, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Whittemore Warriors 4-H Leader Jennifer Thilges, along with 4-H members Mirah Bronk, Emma Thul and Hunter Thilges, were present to request the Mayor and Council’s permission to conduct a fundraiser during the upcoming Whittemore Fun Days, scheduled to be held on Monday and Tuesday, May 25 and 26.  The local club is trying to build funds to provide more service projects in the area.  The 4-H’rs will attempt to plan something that will not interfere with any of the Smith Amusements concession stands or the St. Paul’s Church Pie & Ice Cream Social.
The Council approved the Whittemore Warriors 4-H request to conduct a fundraiser; Mayor Elbert will check with entertainment representatives to make sure it is alright with them.
Due to illness, Joe Muller of Farm & Home Insurance Services was not able to attend this meeting to discuss renewal information pertaining to the City’s 2015-16 Business Insurance package.  The Council noted the package premium was down $4,748.00 from last year’s premium of $65,695.00 and was due in part to a decrease in the cost for Worker’s Compensation.  The Council accepted the review information provided by the Clerk and felt that is no need to meet with representatives from Farm & Home Insurance in June.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 7, 2015 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 16, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $52032.25; Electric $48904.04; Electric System Improvement Project $34.80; Gas $55469.28; Water $9653.69; Sewer Rental $3333.43; Solid Waste $4316.74; Payroll $16124.99; Equipment $1727.50; Special Account $843.79; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $100.00; Road Use Tax $3621.44; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $1073.34; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $407.36; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $100.00.

The Clerk noted property tax receipts were included in this month’s income and that a smaller amount will be available again from the Kossuth County Treasurer in June.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the April, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Clerk presented the following bills for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $29668.30; Total (all) Employee Wages $8898.17; Card Services, March credit card including new water fountain at Noah’s Park and a book at Library (total) $342.37; MaxYield Cooperative, March fuel statement $964.60; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $2280.00; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $522.00; U S Treasury, 1st quarter 2015 Form 941 $438.32; R. D. Drenkow & Co., April cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Sandy Long, reimbursement $82.23; Janan Gillis, cleaning $120.00; Joy Metzger, meeting mileage $44.80; 
Baker & Taylor, books $175.92; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Guideposts, book $17.74; MicroMarketing, audio books $67.98; The Library Store, Inc., carpet for use at Library $531.42; K-Mart, DVD’s $105.94; Gale/CENGAGE Learning, large print books $59.97; Counsel, Copier rent and copies $158.16; Maria Bargas, customer deposit refund $225.00; Clifton Gross, customer deposit refund $200.00; Perry Radig, customer deposit refund $300.00; Chris Kraus, customer deposit refund $300.00; Dale Bell, customer deposit refund $175.00

Darren Stearns, customer deposit refund $350.00; Iowa League of Cities, Clerk’s Handbook $20.00; Fastenal, safety glasses $5.20; Beverly Walker, star decoration repair $45.00; Tascha Wykoff, April and May cleaning at the Community Center $300.00; Randy Mueller, mowing of vacant/abandoned properties $90.00; AJ’s Service, ash tree removal $195.00; Trupke Electric Motor, “Shop” materials $4.80; and Creative Stitches, Little League caps, t-shirts, jerseys $1,943.75.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31,724.01; Menard’s, materials for backroom electric project $376.62; DGR Engineering, electric project professional engineering services thru March  $16,124.83; Resco, electric project 69KV switch, box pad $7,916.91; Tegra Corp, bulk salt $3,363.12; Van-Hof Trucking, freight for salt $493.08; Bankers Trust principle/interest due on electric plant project $41,246.25; Iowa Finance Authority, principal and interest payment on Water Plant project $32630.00; Brown Supply, gasket and clamps, $896.47; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, March landfill fees $680.81; Mangold, wastewater testing fees $173.00; Grass Masters, Step 1 of lawn treatment program on public properties $608.62;  Aramark Uniform Services, April rugs, mops and uniforms $211.40; Tom Eischen Sales, Dixie Chopper Magnum 2760 mower $4,599.00; Bomgaars, March statement including new air conditioner for use in electric switchgear room $634.01; Ayrshire Communications, monthly telephone and internet service $309.47; Dearborn National, quarterly disability, life and life employee insurance $395.85; Arnold Motor, batteries and belts $393.72; Printing Services, Inc., office supplies $194.88; Scott Schumacher, refund of $200.00 Customer Deposit, apply balance after final utility bill $55.36; Whittemore Independent , April publications $523.04; L & G, Inc, April service including assisting with water main break repair $3,167.55; Farm and Home Services, business package insurance policy  $60,947.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,291.16; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $232.87. 
The Clerk presented a price quote for a new computer and 27” monitor that will be required for use in the Light Plant for the electric system improvement project equipment.  Northwest Communications proposes the hardware, software and installation services to cost $2,093.07
Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the claims for payment, including the Northwest Communications bid in the amount of $2,093.07 for computer equipment at the Light Plant.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for consideration:
David Schoby:  Replace two storm doors on home at 619 Sixth Street.

Jason Moser:  Replace siding on south-side porch entry with brick.  All work to be completed at 514 First Street.

Councilperson Walker suggested we contact Jake Walker for his completion of an application for the egress window he installed at 101 Palo Alto Street.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to accept the Builder’s Permits.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for employment.  City staffers have contacted KLGA Radio to advertise on their “Career Starters” program, the City’s need for Lifeguards at the Swimming Pool.  Councilperson Walker suggested contact area high schools and having the job opportunity posted with their announcements.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

It was reported that groundbreaking has occurred for the electric service project substation, which is located 1.5 miles south of Whittemore.  Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering speculates the Council may need to hold a Special Meeting sometime during the last week of June in order to open bids for the distribution portion of the project.  Supt. Meyer stated he and the engineers will be meeting on May 12 to review the distribution part of the system.  He also estimates the City will need to purchase four padmount transformers that were not included in the original project specifications; approximate cost for each transformer is $1,500.

Council reviewed correspondence from Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. for forward priced natural gas purchased on behalf of the City of Whittemore for the 2015-16 heating season.
Supt. Meyer and the Council briefly discussed the recent water main breaks and the Sixth Street infrastructure was of special interest.  It was noted that the entire Sixth Street water line from Clay to Broad Street needs to be replaced and Supt. Meyer noted an engineer will need to be hired for the project (per DNR mandates).  With the electric project the Council’s first priority at this time, any action on the Sixth Street water main replacement was put on hold until later in the summer or early fall.
At this time the Council reviewed a proposal from HOA Solutions of Indianola, IA for the purchase of six Variable Frequency Drives for use in the municipal water plant.  The main purpose of the VFDs is to ease water into the system versus forcing it and this equipment will be especially helpful during the time the water tower undergoes maintenance work which is planned for July.  Total cost of the proposal for Whittemore Municipal Water Plant is $5,319.56.  As it was also recommended that this same equipment be put to use by Richard Frankforter of Maguire Iron, the company doing the maintenance work to the tower, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster that the City purchases the six VFDs from HOA Solutions for a cost of $5,319.56.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.
Discussion followed in the naming of a community representative to the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster that Karla Walker serve as representative for the City of Whittemore and that Tim Schneider serve as alternate to Walker in case of her absence.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon motions by Schneider and Walker and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on Friday, July 10, 2015.

At this time the Clerks are putting together figures to amend the 2014-2015 Fiscal Year budget.  Notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend and a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 1, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The community beautification portion of the meeting included a listing of the many activities planned in Whittemore during the month of May 2015.  The first-ever St. Michael’s 5K Spirit Run/Walk will be held on Saturday, May 23, and Mayor Elbert reminded everyone that Monday and Tuesday, May 25 and 26, will be the dates for the annual Whittemore Fun Days, oftentimes considered to be the official kick-off of summer in Kossuth County.

There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Council requested municipal employees initiate the weed spraying program throughout the community.  Councilman Schneider reported there is a granular chemical on the market now that is advertised as being available for use against the emerald ash borer.  
Supt. Meyer reported on the upcoming continuing ed classes him and municipal employee James Zinnel plan on attending during the month of May.  He also stated the Swimming Pool is being cleaned and prepared for use this summer.  

The Council was given an update on several complaints that have been filed against persons keeping barking dogs.  It was also noted that the dog being kept at 215 Broad Street and deemed to be vicious during the April 7, 2015 regular meeting has been removed from within the city limits of Whittemore. 

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 4, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

