MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, April 7, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Nancy Dixon-Knecht, Tony Schmitt, Sheriff Steve Kollasch, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.
Having requested to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting, Nancy Dixon-Knecht expressed her concerns about the new location of the City’s five-bin recycling unit, which can now be found on the vacant city-owned lot on the north side of City Hall (formerly the site of the municipal water plant).  She stated she appreciates having the bin at the west end of the alley, which is a lot closer to her home than it was when it was previously located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Seventh and Kossuth Streets, but she objects to the extra traffic that will be moving through the alley, along with the possible/probable mess of loose recyclables blowing in the wind and onto her property at 304 Broad Street.  She stated they already experienced problems with vehicles driving on their property when semis deliver salt to the Water Plant, and she commented there always seems to be a shortage of parking space on their stub street during the summer months.   
Council thanked Nancy Dixon-Knecht for expressing her opinions.  Although at this time there doesn’t seem to be any better solution for the City than to keep the recycling bin at its present location, the Council kindly asks the public to be respectful of others and their property.  Please pick up anything that has fallen on the ground around the recycling bin, and please be mindful of where you are driving.  Keep to the alley and do not drive onto private property.

Tony Schmitt was present to talk with the Mayor and Council about replacement trees for ash trees that will be lost to the Emerald Ash Borer.  Schmitt highly recommends diversifying the trees in the boulevards of Whittemore and he stated he as access to nursery stock in Minneapolis.  He presented a tree catalog and stated he has highlighted trees he would recommend for the community.  Tony is willing to order replacement trees for use by the City and also for use by the public if they wish to order from him.   All parties would experience a significant price reduction if tree stock is ordered in bulk.  The ordering would be coordinated by staff at City Hall; ordering deadline is Monday, April 27.  Council thanked Tony Schmitt for his brief presentation and reported they would be getting back to him for further information and/or recommendation.

Council reviewed the Emerald Ash Borer meeting that was held on Monday, March 30, at the Legion Hall here in Whittemore.  From those in attendance they felt Grass Masters personnel gave an excellent presentation.  Following further discussion, it is the general consensus of the Council that the City has no plans at this time to cut down any green or white ash trees in Whittemore.  The “EAB Tree Committee” that was formulated during the March 2, 2015 regular meeting (Simonson, Schneider and Johnson) will decide which city-owned/municipal property trees will be saved and treated by Grass Masters.  
The Council also plans on asking Grass Masters to ribbon ash trees they feel should be saved and to red “X” ash trees they feel are not worth the effort or money to preserve.  Property owners will be responsible for saving/treating any ash trees in the area known as the “boulevard”, previously referred to as “the parking”.  If the property owner decides not to chemically treat the ash trees in the boulevard and they become diseased by the Emerald Ash Borer, the City will be responsible for cutting those trees down, after they have died away.  The property owner will also be responsible for planting new trees in the boulevard in the event of a diseased ash tree having to be cut down.  If any member of the community would like to order a tree or trees at this time as replacement for ash they have on their property, please contact City Hall before Monday, April 27, for further information.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 2, 2015 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the March 12, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of March, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $9834.51; Electric $63429.76; Electric System Improvement Project $30.96; Gas $63358.38; Water $10820.98; Sewer Rental $3196.22; Solid Waste $4813.31; Payroll $17140.41; Equipment $1097.77; Special Account $843.79; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $4592.73; Customer Deposit $100.00; Debt Service $32.95; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.03; Library Regular $552.49; Library Renovations Checking $none; and Community Enhancement $none.  
Clerk Farrell stated the City of Whittemore has opened an account at Farmers State Bank now referred to as the “Little League Savings Account”.  She stated any “outside donations” received for the youth group will be deposited into this new account.  Registration fees, t-shirt sales, etc. will continue to be deposited into the regular (General) account.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the March, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $36253.44; Total (all) Employee Wages $9001.91; Mayor and Council Wages (1st quarter 2015) $604.74; Card Services, (February) credit card purchases at Library $83.88; MaxYield Cooperative, February statement $921.95; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February sales taxes $2305.00; Bomgaars, February purchases $221.31; Card Services (March) credit card purchases at City Hall, Library, meeting expenses $573.23; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, meeting registration fees $454.39; NIACOG, final Housing Rehabilitation contribution $3,165.00; Utility Sales, Natural gas materials including new leak detector $3478.80; Rod Johnson, reimbursement for batting cage materials purchased at Bomgaars $60.37; Farmers State Bank, NSF handling fee $10.70; R.D. Drenkow, March cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, reimbursement for DVDs purchased and meeting mileage $ 94.25; Janan Gillis, cleaning $120.00; Baker & Taylor, books and audio books $673.94; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Guideposts, book $17.74; MicroMarketing, audio books $125.96; Redbook, subscription renewal $23.51; The Library Store, Inc., supplies $59.98; Northwest Communications, computer tech support $167.50; Gale/CENGAGE Learning, large print books $59.97; Iowa Library Services, conference registration fee $95.00; L & G Inc., March statement $346.50; Iowa Park & Recreation, CPO continuing ed registration fee $135.00; Presto-X, pest control $85.00; Printing Services, office supplies $13.99;  Barco Products, traffic and parking signage $483.18; Iowa Lakes Community College, EMT continuing education $18.00; Buscher Bros. Corp., maintenance materials $115.08; Recreation Supply Company, filter at Swimming Pool $104.99; Fastenal, supplies $3.40; PEMSEC, EMT continuing education fees $355.00; Wentzel’s True Value, materials for generator repair $13.98; and McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw, legal fees to review agreement with Corn Belt Power Cooperative $396.00.  

Also, Farm & Home Services, Machinery & Equipment insurance policy at Light Plant $1,839.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31,895.70; Menard’s – Spencer, materials for Fire Station bay renovation to house new electric switchgear $1,536.60; DGR Engineering, professional services through February 28, 2015 $8,581.00; A I Processors, UPS water sample postage $9.43; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $410.39; Mangold Environmental Testing, routine testing $93.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, March landfill fees $1,261.83; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, Inc., valve stem repair $37.00; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., repairs dump truck & 55 gallon drum of oil $720.50; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., air filter $5.40; MaxYield Cooperative, March statement for fuel $964.60; Aramark Uniform Services, March rugs, mops and uniforms $166.20; Best Western Metro North, Ankeny, meeting/lodging expenses $311.74; Randy Mueller, February snow removal $90.00; Ayrshire Communications, March communication services $309.47; Whittemore Independent, March publications including semi-annuals $355.29; Central Iowa Distributing, Inc., marking paints $234.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement for meeting/mileage expenses $223.30; Counsel Office, copier leasing & copy clicks $254.49; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., drill/tap pipe; remove SS/drill for roll pin $75.00; Community Lumber, repair/replacement materials at Library, Community Center and for new switchgear room at City Hall $301.89; Card Services, credit card purchase of a water fountain for Noah’s Park and a book at Library $342.37; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,664.12; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses totaling $331.83.  
The Clerk noted Eric Goodman presented a bill from PEMSEC in the amount of $355.00 for EMT continuing education and that Elbert Chevrolet also had an additional bill to their statement for a 55 gallon drum of 15W40 oil in the amount of $630.00.  Councilperson Johnson noted that the water fountain at Noah’s Park is being paid for by a monetary donation from the Kollasch Family in memory of Joe.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to pay the above-listed claims for payment, along with any regular bills not received in time for this meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Bruce Ostwald:  Replace shingles to steel.  All work to be done at 512 Seventh Street/


Dave Koppen:  Move on to the vacant lot at 211 Broad Street, a 16’-4” x 24’-4” garage with vinyl siding and install one new 9x8 overhead garage door.  Building will be placed on all new cement; no approach.  


Gary Erdman:  Extend roof on existing utility shed at 609 Second Street.


Larry Johnson:  Construct a 12x20 all-steel (roof & sides) shed on existing concrete at 91 Palo Alto Street.

Supt. Meyer gave a follow-up report on an application submitted by Simon Simonson in February, 2015 to “construct a 22x36 storage shed (wood floor, vinyl siding, shingled roof) to match house on north side of concrete patio on the east side of the home at 209 Fourth Street”.  After the snow melted Meyer looked into the proposed positioning on the Simonson lot; he feels that if the storage shed is built, the property will no longer meet the City’s building code which states that “no accessory building shall be erected in any yard other than a rear yard and it shall occupy less than 30% of a required rear yard….and shall be a distance at least three feet from all lot lines of adjoining lots and at least six feet from alley lines and six feet from any other building or structure on the same lot.”  Meyer also questions the placement of the new garage being moved onto the lot at 211 Broad Street, owned by Dave Koppen.  It should be moved north a few feet to be in compliance with the building code of being six feet off the alley.

After further discussion, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above listed applications, with the following stipulations:  #1 - Simon Simonson is required to collect a written statement from his neighbor immediately to the north (201 Fourth Street) and immediately to the south (211 Fourth Street) of his property at 209 Fourth Street stating they do not have a problem with him constructing his garage as proposed, and that these signed statements be submitted to City Hall before any construction begins on the project and #2 – Supt. Meyer to contact Dave Koppen about placing the proposed new garage north a minimum of six feet off the alley that is located along the south end of his property at 211 Broad Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
City staff was then instructed to draw up a statement to be used in the future and applicable to any situation where a property owner has intent to construct a new building or addition that will surpass the lot’s allowable percentage of green space; the statement to be signed by abutting property owners giving their comments, consent or denial of the proposal.  

Mayor Elbert reported the situation has been resolved as far as the previously submitted application by Martin Kollasch to build a large steel garage on his property at 502 Sixth Street; Mr. Kollasch has purchased and plans to use a storage building where it sits at its present location in the rear of the property at 502 Broad Street.

The following applications for employment were submitted for Council consideration:

Name



Position Applied For


Jen Petersen, Whittemore

Main Manager/Lifeguard


Callie Dahlhauser, Whittemore
Swimming Pool Manager

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

A “Street Closing” permit application by St. Michael’s Parish for the first-ever “5K Spirit Fun Run/Walk” to be held on Saturday, May 23, 2015 was discussed.  The event, starting at 9:00 a.m., will have the participants “crossing Third Street by St. Michael’s Parish Center and traveling one block west along Washington Street to Fourth Street, then heading south on Fourth Street out of town on 20th Avenue to 190th Street, returning back to Parish Center by the same route”.  St. Michael’s is requesting that the City open the restrooms at Noah’s Park for the event; they also state that Kossuth County Roads Department will supply the barricades to block off traffic and Sheriff Steve Kollasch is willing to have his deputies help with crowd (and traffic) control.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to approve the request for street closure on Saturday morning, May 23, 2015.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  City to coordinate opening of the rest rooms that morning with event organizers.
Council then met with Sheriff Kollasch regarding a dog attack in Whittemore on Sunday, March 15.  It was reported to his department by an anonymous source that a mixed-breed bulldog, owned by a person living in the home at 215 Broad Street, had attacked a small dog being walked in the street by Norma Buscherfeld.  Although no injuries were sustained by Mrs. Buscherfeld or her dog, the attack dog and its owner violated numerous sections of the City’s Code as it pertains to “Animal Control”.  As a result of this unprovoked attack, Sheriff Kollasch recommends that the animal be removed from within the city limits of Whittemore.
With safety of citizens being of the utmost importance, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker that Council follow the local law enforcement agency’s recommendation and have the attack dog residing at 215 Broad Street removed from within the city limits.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:   Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  The Kossuth County Sheriff’s Department to contact the dog owner and follow through with having the dog removed from Whittemore.

At this time Council reviewed the proposed “Interconnection Agreement” between Corn Belt Power Cooperative and the City of Whittemore.  The Clerk reported numerous times over the past several weeks, this document has been sent back and forth between Kris Stubbs of the Resale Power Group of Iowa, Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering, City Attorney Ryan Buske, Corn Belt VP of Engineering & System Operations Kevin Bornhoft, Supt. Bryan Meyer and Whittemore City Hall for tweaking in order to obtain a workable agreement between Corn Belt Power Cooperative and the City of Whittemore thereby allowing Whittemore Municipal Utilities to interconnect with the Corn Belt transmission system at the new, yet-to-be-constructed Whittemore Substation.  The proposed terms and conditions are for an initial period of ten (10) years with an extension annually, unless either party notifies the other of its intentions to cancel the agreement at least twelve (12) months prior to the expiration date of the then current term, or unless the parties mutually agree to cancel the Agreement.  

Resolution No. 2015-03 was introduced; a Resolution Adopting the Interconnection Agreement between Corn Belt Power Cooperative and the City of Whittemore, Iowa.  As this document is crucial for continued power supply to the community and development of the new electric system improvement project for Whittemore, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2015-03.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-03 duly adopted.
Supt. Meyer reported on a Preconstruction Meeting that was held on Thursday, March 26, at Whittemore City Hall between representatives of DGR Engineering, Steve Molck of the Harold K. Scholz Co., Project Contractor, and Subcontractors CIC Corp., Erpelding Excavating Enterprise, and Klein Fence.  Work hours were established and delivery dates were scheduled.  If the weather holds, Mark Erpelding of Erpelding Excavating Enterprise would like to break ground at the substation south of town on Monday, April 13.

Resolution No. 2015-04; a Resolution Accepting Change Order #1 – Furnishing 15 kV Metalclad Switchgear – Total Increase:  $10,831.00 was introduced.  In a written document, Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering informed the Council that  “during the bid review and award process for the metalclad switchgear (equipment that gets installed at City Hall), it was determined that some equipment was not included in the bids due to some uncertainty for the final interconnection with the existing generation control equipment.  Since that time it has been determined that a couple additional line and auxiliary potential transformers will be needed to accommodate the integration of the generation control equipment.  Thus, the cost is slightly higher than our original estimate of $2,500 or less.  The cost adder for this item is $4,298.00

The second item included in this change order relates to the pushbuttons, indicating lights, auxiliary relates, and wiring required to implement the reclosing on/off and lamp test functions.  These items were not included with the original specification, but after reviewing these items in light of improving the operation and maintenance of the switchgear, it is our opinion that these should be added.  The cost adder for this item is $6,533.00.

Change Order #1 from Myers Controlled Power, LLC in the total amount of $10,831.00, will accommodate the additional equipment.”
Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2015-04; a Resolution Accepting Change Order #1 – Furnishing 15 kV Metalclad Switchgear – Total Increase:  $10,831.00.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-04 duly adopted.

Upon motions by Simonson and Walker and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2015-05; a Resolution Approving an Application for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan was adopted.  The application was made by Jerome and Nancy Dixon-Knecht for the two-stall garage and other improvements made to their property at 304 Broad Street.  The Clerk to forward necessary paperwork on to the Kossuth County Assessor’s Office for further processing.
The final resolution of the evening was then introduced; Resolution No. 2015-06, a Resolution to Adopt an Agreement Between Long Lines, LTD of Sergeant Bluff, Iowa and the City of Whittemore to Install a 48 Fiber, Fiber Optic Communications Cable from Whittemore to an Existing Cell Site in Algona.  As the document states, “Long Lines, LTD of Sergeant Bluff, Iowa desires to install a 48 fiber, fiber optic communications cable from Whittemore to an existing cell site in Algona.  Oak Hill Consulting Inc, engineers of the project, request permission from the City of Whittemore to allow Long Lines LTD to bury additional fiber for connecting to the (fiber) and request from 2014.  Additional construction would continue north from Whittemore City Hall along the east side of Fourth Street to 210 Street where it would run east on the north side of 210 Street to Algona.  Cable inside the city limits would be installed in 2” inner duct installed by directional boring at a minimum depth of 36”.  There would be hand holes at a few locations to assist in the cable pulling.  Vaults will be installed flush to the ground.  

As a means of assisting in completing the project, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2015-06; a Resolution to Adopt an Agreement Between Long Lines, LTD of Sergeant Bluff, Iowa and the City of Whittemore to Install a 48 Fiber, Fiber Optic Communications Cable from Whittemore to an Existing Cell Site in Algona.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-06 duly adopted.

Much consideration and review was given to the water storage tank renovation options presented to the Council by Maguire Iron Inc. of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the original builders of the City’s 125,000 gallon sphere.  Supt. Meyer and Councilman Simonson reported on an informal meeting held at City Hall on March 10 with Richard “Dick” Frankforter, a representative of Maguire Iron Inc.in attendance.  At that time Mr. Frankforter stated the interior wet work is most important and that the interior dry work is not something that necessarily needs to be accomplished right now - it could wait two to three years.  He also commented that any exterior work is purely cosmetic.  Mr. Frankforter reported that the December 2014 price quotes for an Interior Wet Painting Contract in the amount of $39,980.00 and the Interior Dry Painting Contract in the amount of $18,290.00 would still be honored at this time. 
Supt. Meyer and Mr. Frankforter both recommend VFDs (Variable Frequency Drives) be purchased and installed at the Water Plant before any work to the tower is done, and this item costs an estimated $10,000 to $15,000 per drive; we could need up to four.  The VFDs will help maintain pressure in the system while maintenance work is being performed inside the tower and they will also allow very little treated water to be lost on the ground.  Down time for the tower will be approximately six weeks.  
After further discussion and review of all options that ranged in cost from $92,264.00 (Interior Wet Area & Valve, Interior Dry Area and Exterior Overcoat) to $119,367.00 (Interior Wet Area & Valve, Interior Dry Area, Exterior Blast & Urethane), motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to:

· Contract with Maguire Iron Inc. of Sioux Falls, South Dakota to conduct Interior Wet Painting and installation of a 4” No-Freeze Drain Valve in the amount of $39,980.00 plus Interior Dry Painting in the amount of $18,290.00 for a total project cost of $58,270.00; and 

· Have Supt. Meyer further investigate the number of VFDs required for the Water Plant to maintain pressure in the system while work is being accomplished inside the water tower.   
Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  The City to take advantage of any low or no-interest payment plans offered by Maguire Iron Inc. 
Deputy Clerk Thompson reported the Whittemore Little League program will field five baseball/softball teams that will represent Whittemore in 2015, playing again in the Emmetsburg Summer League.  One Pre-K/K Co-Ed Tee-Ball team, one 1st/2nd Grade Boys Coach Pitch team, one 1st/2nd Grade Girls Coach Pitch team, one 3rd/4th Grade Boys Baseball team, and one 5th/6th Grade Boy’s Pony League team will fill rosters with local youth this season.
Registration fee continues to be $20.00 per player and for their cost they each receive a “Whittemore Little League” t-shirt and cap, and they will again wear the American Legion/Sons of the American Legion jerseys on game night.  City staff was asked to prepare a report of Income & Expenses for actual costs of equipment etc. at the end of the season.  Councilman Johnson stated the new “Little League Savings Account” will allow the group to be pro-active in raising funds to repair and/or replace the pitching machine when the time comes to do so.

Having considered the applications received for the position of “Manager” at the Whittemore Swimming Pool for the upcoming summer, and reflecting upon the previous season as a good one without incident, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to appoint Jen Petersen of Whittemore as the Whittemore Swimming Pool Head Manager in 2015.  The Clerk announced the City continues to seek persons interested to serve as lifeguards at the pool this summer.
There followed the annual discussion concerning abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other nuisances; the Clerk reported Superintendent Meyer has composed a list of property owners to be contacted to bring car/pickup/camper/trailer license registrations current or remove such vehicles from within the city limits of Whittemore.  Deadline for the owner(s) to take such action was set for Thursday, April 30.


Supt. Meyer presented price quotes for the purchase of a new mower for the City to replace the John Deere 72”(deck)  model the city bought used over 17 years ago.  Meyer stated the JD still runs but is in need of repair that will cost approximately $2,500.  After further review, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to purchase a Dixie Chopper 60” (deck) mower from Ben Eischen of Eischen Sales, rural Algona, for the cost of $4,600.00.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Supt. Meyer also brought forward a discussion regarding the possibility of purchasing a used hydraulic, bumper-hitch dump trailer that is for sale by Elbert Bros. Well Drilling.  Meyer suggested one of the ways said trailer could be utilized by the City would be hauling and distributing gravel in alleys throughout the community.   Upon further consideration, the Council declined the Superintendents request to purchase the hydraulic dump trailer being offered for sale by Elbert Bros. Well Drilling. 
Supt. Meyer noted that municipal employees have not used the City-owned Galion maintainer to move snow for approximately five years, and instead of paying insurance for a piece of equipment we no long have any use for, he suggested trying to find a buyer for the snow plow to take it off the city’s hands.  Council agreed with the suggestion and asked Meyer to find out what it would be worth to a reliable person.
Upon motions by Johnson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Dean Dahlhauser was re-appointed to serve another five-year term on the Board of Adjustment and Dr. Rebecca Walker was appointed to fill the unexpired term of Shannon Book who has moved to Algona.  Walker’s seat on the Board will be up for consideration again on April 2, 2016.   Other Board of Adjustment members include James Muller, Sondra Johnson and Dave Koppen.
The date and time of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, May 4, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Whittemore’s April 2015 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed and it was announced that the following monies have been awarded to Whittemore applicants for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds:


Whittemore Public Library



- Youth Audio Books on CD



$
   750.00



Whittemore EMS



- Training Equipment





2,500.00



Whittemore Fire Department



- Thermal Imaging Camera




2,500.00



Whittemore Public Library



- Read & Learn Area Carpet




   525.00



City of Whittemore/Legion



- City Park Flag Painting & Landscaping



2,000.00







TOTAL

$
8,275.00

Councilman Simonson noted the “Community Celebration” planned for Wednesday, April 29, 2015 beginning at approximately 6:00 p.m. at the Legion Hall in Whittemore.  During that meeting awarding of the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Fund grants will be held in conjunction with the Kossuth County Community Foundation.

Councilman Johnson reported having received two bids for new indoor lighting at the Community Center.  He asks that the subject be discussed during the May 4, 2015 regular meeting.  Replacement of the existing mercury vapor lights would realize a significant savings in energy costs for the building.  Councilman Simonson noted this would be an excellent project for funding by the Kossuth County Community Foundation and the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Committee in their 2016 grant cycles.

Councilperson Walker reported receiving a complaint regarding the unkempt property at 606 Seventh Street and  also a request to turn the intersections of Fourth and Broad and Fifth and Broad Streets in to four-way stops.  Complaints regarding neighbor’s properties should be submitted to City Hall.  No action was taken on the request to convert the two intersections to four way stops.

Discussion continued on tree trimming at 602 Kossuth Street.  Council ordered the tree closest to the driveway at that address be closely trimmed by municipal employees.  Supt. Meyer requested three Council members sign-off on the work before the employees proceed to do the trimming; Council agreed to his request.

As the overhead lights are being turned on for practice on the outside basketball court at Noah’s Park but are not being turned off at the end of play, Supt. Meyer was instructed to put a padlock on the box to keep any parties from using the lights after dark. 
An electric panel in the back room of the former fire station needs to be completely rewired and Council gave permission to Supt. Meyer and Schmitt Hardware to bring the utility box up to code for an estimated $1,500 to $2,000.  

Clerk Farrell mentioned the possibility of a pit bull pup being kept in the rear of the business property at 404 Broad Street.  She was asked to call the owners about the situation, and to also discuss with them denial of their request to keep a dumpster on site that is owned by Bennett Sanitation of Ottosen.
Supt. Meyer briefly discussed sewer problems being experienced by property owners at 506 Sixth Street.  He stated the City is only responsible for maintaining the sewer main and that property owners are liable for any problems that develop from the connection at the main (or lack thereof) into the residence.
It was announced that Algona High School students plan to work in Whittemore for their annual “Clean-Up Day” project on Wednesday afternoon, April 22, weather permitting.  Rain day is Wednesday, April 29.
The upcoming meetings schedules was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 7, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.


/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
.
