MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 15, 2014 – 5:30 p.m.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in Special Session on Monday, December 15, 2014 at 5:30 p.m..  in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.
As published in the December 4, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent, Mayor Elbert declared the Public Hearing on “Plans and Specifications, Proposed Form of Contract, and Estimate of Cost for Miscellaneous Electric Materials for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, and the Taking of Bids for Furnishing of Said Equipment” to be open.  Council reviewed a Bid Summary, prepared by Troy Metzger and Todd Bockorny of DGR Engineering, of cost estimates for miscellaneous electric materials.  There being no one present to be heard for or against this portion of the electric system improvements project, Mayor Elbert declared the Public Hearing closed.

The following action was taken to award contracts for miscellaneous electric materials:


Bid Form No. 1 – Steel Structures – REBID.  Due to a late bid and one with insufficient bid security, there were no bids to act upon.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to follow DGR Engineering recommendations that the City of Whittemore rebid the steel structures in a separate bid package.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  New bids will be received and opened on Tuesday, December 30, 2014 at 10:00 a.m.  A public hearing on the same will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall on Monday, January 5, 2015, at which time an award recommendation will be considered and/or approved.


Bid Form No. 2 – 69 kV Fused Disconnect Switches.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to follow DGR Engineering recommendations that the City of Whittemore award WESCO of Sioux City, Iowa, this contract in the amount of $15,006.00 total dollars for fused disconnect switches.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.


Bid Form No. 3 – 69 kV GOAB Switch.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to follow DGR Engineering recommendations that the City of Whittemore award RESCO of Ankeny, Iowa, this contract in the amount $7,077.84 total dollars for a GOAB switch.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Bid Form No. 4 – 7.2 kV Voltage Regulators.  It was noted that l bidder was RESCO, who proposes to supply Howard Industries regulators.  One exception was taken with the controllers that will be supplied with the units; however, it will not affect the desired operation of these units.  Motion was then made Schneider and seconded by Simonson to follow DGR Engineering recommendations that the City of Whittemore award RESCO of Ankeny, Iowa, this contract in the amount of $25,502.04 total dollars for 7.2 kV voltage regulators.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.


Bid Form No. 5 – 7.2 kV Regulator By-Pass Switches.  Low bidder was WESCO who proposes to supply Siemens switches.  WESCO’s bid did not meet the specifications.  DGR Engineering proposes accepting the second low bidder, RESCO.  They propose to supply a Hubbell Power Systems (USCO) switch and did not take any exceptions.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to follow DGR Engineering recommendations that the City of Whittemore award RESCO of Ankeny, Iowa, this contract in the amount of $4,763.49 for 7.2 kV regulator by-pass switches.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Bid Form No. 6 – 15 kV Padmount Switchgear.  Low bidder was RESCO, who proposes to supply G&W Electric switchgear.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to follow DGR Engineering recommendations that the City of Whittemore award RESCO of Ankeny, Iowa, this contract in the amount of $15,541.37 total dollars.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the updated bidding documents, plans and specifications provided by DGR Engineering for “Furnishing Steel Structures” were approved as presented.   Notice will be published in the December 25, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent of a Public Hearing on Plans and Specifications, Proposed Form of Contract, and Estimate of Cost for Steel Structures for the City of Whittemore and the taking of bids for furnishing of said equipment.  
Mayor Elbert then declared the Public Hearing on the “Plans and Specifications, Proposed Form of Contract, and Estimate of Cost for 15 kV Metal-clad Switchgear for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, and the Taking of Bids for Furnishing and Installing of Said Equipment” to be open.  Council reviewed a Bid Summary, prepared by Troy Metzger and Todd Bockorny of DGR Engineering, of cost estimates for said equipment.  There being no one present to be heard for or against this portion of the electric system improvements project, Mayor Elbert declared the Public Hearing closed.

Three bids were received for 15 kV metal-clad switchgear.  The bids were all checked for mathematical accuracy and compliance with bid specs.  Low bidder, Myers Controlled Power LLC (Myers), submitted a price of $211,530.00.  One exception was taken to the phase shifting transformer.  Some characteristics on the control setup for the existing generator are needed for this transformer to be sized properly.  DGR Engineering proposes to assist Myers in obtaining this data and would plan to include a small change order (less than $2,000) at a later date to integrate this change.  Another option would be to include this in the substation construction contract.  

Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to follow DGR Engineering recommendation that the City of Whittemore award the furnishing of 15 kV metal-clad switchgear to Myers Controlled Power, LLC of North Canton, Ohio, for a total price of $211,530.00 with taxes, as applicable, to be included in this price and added to the final invoice.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  

Resolution No. 2014-35; a Resolution Amending the City of Whittemore’s Cafeteria Plan to Allow Health Flexible Spending Account Balance Carry-Overs was introduced.  This resolution and plan amendment is necessary to implement the 2014 five-hundred dollar ($500.00) carry-over of unused employee Health Flexible Spending Account balances (if available).  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2014-35.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYES:  None.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-35 duly adopted.
Councilperson Walker asked that gravel or some sort of fill be put into the potholes at the intersection of Third and Palo Alto Street where repairs had been made to a water main break earlier this fall.

Per an informal discussion with Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. on December 10, Councilman Simonson reported it is hoped natural gas prices will remain at today’s lower levels for an extended period of time (12 months or more).  
Supt. Meyer reported on the following:

· The City will need to be changing out some transformers as we proceed with the electric system improvements project.  If the Council decides to pay for these transformers with bond proceeds, they will each have to be a new unit at approximately $7,000 or more.  If the City wants to purchase refurbished transformers from T & R, the price will be considerably lower but will have to be paid for from the regular Electric Fund monies.

· The oil pump of the 10-cylinder engine has been repaired and returned from Houston, Texas; it arrived in Whittemore today.  We are now waiting for representatives of Fairbanks Morse to come back to town to install it in order for the City to be able to generate electricity in the case of an emergency outage.

· Underground fiber boring by AT&T/i-wireless was discussed; Council reiterated that they do not want them to be in town doing any trenching work until next spring when the weather and ground conditions are conducive to the project.

Council stated they found the “Value of Water – Who Pays?” article that was included in their agenda packet to be very interesting.  Supt. Meyer stated he read it in the December 2, 2014 edition of the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities Informer publication and thought it would be of interest to them as it deals with the importance of planning for projects and funding infrastructure upgrades.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 15, 2014 Special Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
