MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, December 4, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Thursday, December 4, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Karla Walker and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  Rod Johnson.  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the Public Comments portion of this meeting.

The minutes of the November 5, 2014 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the November 20, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $63114.23; Electric $45251.60; Electric System Improvement Project $36.02; Gas $32195.24; Water $9024.12; Sewer Rental $3054.49; Solid Waste $4585.35; Payroll $16608.39; Equipment $3433.79; Special Account $647.89; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $4320.81; Customer Deposit $400.00; Debt Service $552.19; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2500.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $7308.62; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none.  Upon review of all activities, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the November, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services and charges $31008.34; Total (all) Employee Wages $9277.29; Total (all) contract labor $54.00; Banker’s Trust (interest), Electric Revenue Capital Loan Note $35780.08; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant bonds payment $6,540.00; Bergo Environmental, asbestos removal/Housing Rehab project $2350.00; Card Services, October credit card charges total $388.05; MaxYield Cooperative, October statement $1127.45; IPERS, wage adjustment $3327.80; Elmer & Bennie Steier, land purchase for location of new electric substation $20000.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $120.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement for meeting expenses $155.32; Joy Metzger; reimbursement for meeting expenses $45.15; Micro Marketing, audio books $115.47; Baker & Taylor, books $407.44; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Susan Davis, book $15.00; Cenegage/Gale, books $59.97; Counsel, Library copy machine rental/copies $96.74; Presto-X, pest control at Maintenance Shed $85.27; Koppen Construction, soffit repairs at Community Center $214.95; Cook’s Scrap Iron, oxygen $15.50; Tascha Wykoff, November cleaning at Community Center $150.00; Randy Mueller, mowing at (vacant) 614 Sixth Street and snow removal at Library & Community Center $200.00; Bev Walker, light bulbs and repair work on shooting star (Broad Street) decorations $490.18; Lichter’s Garage Opener, repair of overhead door on Maintenance Shed $147.00; NIACOG, Housing Rehab local match $625.00; and Northwest Iowa League of Cities, 2015 membership dues $25.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33144.76; Chapman Metering, reconditioned demand meter $107.00; Treasurer of Iowa, 2015 diesel tank registration fee $20.00; Mogler Electric, wire $352.45; Kriz-Davis, socket and wire $2376.98; Canadian Pacific Railway, annual land rental fee $30.00; Fairbanks Morse Engine, labor/travel expenses for a tech to determine cause of problem with the 10-cylinder engine at Light Plant $7782.45; Kossuth Abstract & Title Co., new abstract for tract of land purchased from Elmer & Beanie Steier for location of electric substation $1103.00; DGR Engineering, engineering fees for new electric system improvement project (thru 10-31-14) $20142.86; McMahon Lawn Firm, attorney fees for land purchase/electric substation $1367.20; DeRossett Co., natural gas regulator and parts $625.83; L & G Inc., equipment/materials/labor to assist with water leak repairs $3153.00; Maguire Iron, water tower inspection/repair $5699.75; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $275.86; Fastenal, repair part $17.67; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing fee $94.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $720.83; Emagine, add grant application form to website $18.75; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., November statement $116.14; Buscher Bros., portable generator $850.00; Aramark Uniform Service, November statement $275.73; Bomgaars, November statement for tools and miscellaneous repair materials $377.93; Data Technologies, 2015 Summit License fee and support for (computer) utility programs, etc. $2253.17; Ayrshire Communications, (total) November telephone, FAX, internet service fees $342.05; Arnold Motor, repair parts $87.83; Schmitt Hardware, November statement including wire $779.13; Algona Municipal Utilities, labor and materials to assist with electric distribution and water distribution projects $1396.56; Iowa Assoc. of Municipal Utilities, quarterly safety classes and natural gas regulator survey $1233.49; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement for meeting expenses $210.00; Sam Morz, refund of customer deposit to be applied to utility bill $225.00; Whittemore Independent, October and November publications $841.13; City of Whittemore, utilities $3609.17; and City of Whittemore, (total) petty cash expenses $269.97.
Supt. Meyer reported that repair of the 10-cylinder engine oil pump is still in progress in Houston, Texas but it is expected to be completed within a week or so.  Hopefully this will be the only problem we will face in being able to get the generator in operating condition again.  Total cost of repair is estimated to be $21,596.71.
Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following application for a Builder’s Permit was submitted:


Elbert Chevrolet Inc.:  Replace south overhead door with unit of same size.  All work to be completed at 502 Broad Street.

Upon motions by Walker and Simonson and by unanimous vote of the Council members present, the application was approved.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  City staff to investigate applying a monthly fee to delinquent accounts that need to have the home or business “posted for final collection”; the issue to be discussed during the next regular meeting.
Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the specifications and receiving of bidding documents for “Furnishing 15 kV Metal-clad Switchgear” and also for “Furnishing Miscellaneous Electrical Materials”, for the City of Whittemore Electric Service Projects.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.
At this time the Council reviewed quotes to perform soil boring/testing of the land purchased for the electric substation and its foundation.  DGR Engineering representative Todd Bockorny reports two bids have been received for the project, the first from GeoTek Engineering of Sioux Falls, South Dakota in the amount of $3,400.00 and the second from Braun Intertec of North Mankato, Minnesota in the amount of $7,010.00.  After further consideration, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to hire GeoTek Engineering of Sioux Falls, South Dakota in the bid amount of $3,400.00 to perform the soil boring/testing of the land at the new electric substation location.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Per publication in the December 4, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent, Council announced a Special Meeting will be held on Monday, December 15, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of Whittemore City Hall in order to conduct a Public Hearing to:  #1:  Consider the Adoption of Plans, Specifications and a Proposed Form of Contract for the 15 kV Metal-clad Switchgear and, #2:  Consider the Adoption of Plans, Specifications and a Proposed Form of Contract and Estimate of Cost for Miscellaneous Electric Materials for the City of Whittemore, Iowa and the Taking of Bids for Furnishing of Said  Equipment.
The final report for the 2014-15 heating season “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes, purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore, was evaluated.  The Clerk reported all assessments to date have been paid on a cash basis.

Supt. Meyer reviewed with the Council the “Inspection/Recommendations Report” by Maguire Iron, Inc. of Sioux Falls, South Dakota regarding the November 6, 2014 assessment of the City’s 125,000 gallon elevated water storage tower.  Most in need of the Council’s consideration, as recommended by Maguire Iron, is “wet tank interior” repair.  Their report states the “epoxy lining (is) heavily iron stained and showing failure and large coating bubbles at and below the high water line down to the equator.  Needs to be relined in the near future.”   The report also states the exterior of the tank is in need of painting, as funds become available.  Supt. Meyer stated Maguire Iron will be sending a proposal and estimate of cost for the interior epoxy work.  The water tower specialists estimated the cost of repainting the exterior of the 125,000 gallon sphere to be $30,000.00.  Council has several questions pertaining to the proposed repairs and asked Supt. Meyer to invite Maguire Iron, Inc. field representative, Richard Frankforter, to attend a future regular monthly meeting at his convenience.
Repairs and improvements to the ninth and final home to be rehabilitated in the 2012 Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation program are underway at 514 Palo Alto Street.
At this time Resolution No. 2014-32; a Resolution Making Two Appointments to Serve as Whittemore Representatives on the Kossuth County E-911 Service Board was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to appoint Brian Goodman as voting member and Eric Goodman as alternate member to serve in said capacities.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT: Johnson.  Motion carried.

Upon motions by Walker and Lancaster and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 17, 2015 for the 15th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.

The Mayor and Council reviewed information provided by Chris Diggins of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments regarding a “Capital Improvement Plan” and the formation of such a concept for the City of Whittemore.  The clerks stated they will be hosting the KCEDC Quarterly City Clerk’s Luncheon on Friday, December 12, and the CIP topic is included on that meeting’s agenda, after which time more details could be brought to the Council’s attention during a meeting in the near future.  

Council then considered the 2015 Rental Rates at the Whittemore Community Center.  Following a brief discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider, to set the rental fees at the Whittemore Community Center for calendar year 2015 as follows: 

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $250.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $35.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $15.00 per person, per season

Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.

Council considered two estimates of cost for Fiscal Year 2014 audit services.  Upon review of proposals to perform an agreed upon procedures (AUP) engagement to satisfy the annual examination/audit requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the one year ending June 30, 2014, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to adopt Resolution No. 2014-33; a Resolution to Enter Into Contract with Hogan-Hansen CPA of Algona to Conduct Required Services to Satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for the Fiscal Year 2014 for a fee not to exceed $6,000.00.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-33 duly adopted.  The Clerk had available for review the 2013 Annual Examination by Hogan-Hansen.
At this time Resolution No. 2014-34 was introduced; a Resolution Authorizing the City Clerk to Certify to the Kossuth County Treasurer a Certificate for Collection of Unpaid Fees by the property owner for mowing/maintenance of the (abandoned) lawn/yard at 614 Sixth Street here in Whittemore.  Total amount of mowing and clean-up due and payable to the City of Whittemore by Wells Fargo Mortgage is $597.00.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approved Resolution No. 2014-34.  The roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-34 duly adopted.

Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation presented the Council with a request for funding of their 2015 Countywide Breakfast.  Any funds extended by the City of Whittemore will be earmarked and used toward “Speaker Fees” at the annual breakfast, which is held the last Wednesday of July at St. Michael’s Parish Center in Whittemore.  The Mayor and all members of the Whittemore Council who were able to participate in the 2014 Breakfast felt the guest speaker, Aaron Thomas, was a true inspiration to all in attendance.  As this is considered valuable economic development by the Council, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to contribute $750.00 to be used toward “Speaker Fees” at the annual Countywide Breakfast to be held in 2015.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The December, 2014 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  Kicking off the month is the 14th Annual “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” to be held on Friday, December 5 from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. throughout the downtown business area.  

The next regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, January 5, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no City Committee reports to be heard.  City staff was asked to publish the City’s Ordinance pertaining to snow as a timely reminder to all residents of the laws regarding (winter) on-street parking, shoveling, etc.

Municipal employees to repair the water shut off/connection service to the property at 203 Kossuth Street as soon as it is possible to do so in the spring/early summer of 2015.
Mayor Elbert reported the handrail on the wheelchair ramp at the northeast entrance of the Community Center is in need of stabilization; Supt. Meyer to line-up the repairs.

Councilperson Walker expressed concern about snow piling up and/or getting plowed on some of the streets, especially near the intersection of First and Palo Alto Streets. 

Supt. Meyer addressed the following issues:
· City needs to consider replacing the picnic tables that are used at Noah’s Park; this would be a good project for Don J. Whittemore Endowment grant funds.  Council concurred and would agree to purchasing wooden tables versus aluminum due to the constant threat of theft.

· The John Deere mower is near the end of its use and wonders if the City needs to go out and get bids for a replacement.  City officials believe a newer model is needed but also that any mower equipment purchased will be required to be kept in excellent and clean working order.

· As a means of seeking a solution to the storage problem the Fire Department has for the cans they collect in their drop at the corner of Seventh and Kossuth Streets, Meyer suggested a small shed be constructed and placed outdoors near the new fire station, as the returnable cans are currently being kept in the bays of the old fire station.  Throughout the year there are numerous problems when cans become excessive, including mice, bugs and gnats in the offices of City Hall, and in the near future the Fire Department will need to be using the bay in the former Devine Office Building as the storage stall for their antique fire truck.  Mayor Elbert to discuss the situation with Fire Department personnel, with all parties working together to seek an amicable solution to the problem.
Clerk Farrell discussed with the Council a request by Doug Wirtz of Whittemore Feeders to install a “STOP Ahead” sign on a post on the east side of Fifth Street, halfway into the block between Ridge and 210 Street, as a means of making motorists aware of the STOP sign at the intersection of Fifth and 210 Streets.  Mr. Wirtz explained that Whittemore Feeders semis have to park on the east side of Fifth Street in order to get into the alley between the store and the mill, and when a semi is temporarily parked in that spot, often times an out-of-town traveler does not see the STOP sign posted at Fifth and 210 Street, and they tend to run the sign more times than they stop.  Whittemore Feeders feels the placement of a “STOP Ahead” sign in advance of the actual required STOP is a means of preventing an accident from happening at this busy intersection.  Council asked Supt. Meyer to order such advance warning signage and to get it installed as quickly as possible.

Council awarded the Municipal and Library employees an annual Christmas bonus, with the Library employees amounts being pre-determined by their Board of Directors.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed which included the Kossuth and Palo Alto County City Clerks quarterly assembly to be held on Friday, December 12, 2014 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center here in Whittemore.
Due to an unforeseen scheduling error, the 2015 Employee Health and Dental Insurance renewal was required to be made and submitted to Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Services on or before Friday, November 14 and Council members were notified by City Hall of the renewal options in a November 10, 2014 email addressed to each of them.  A final decision was made in a timely manner; the City of Whittemore to pay the total increase of $330.04 per month for the renewal and no additional cost was passed on to the employee.

The Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION regarding “Municipal Employee Wages/Insurance”.  

There being no further business to come before the Council Mayor Elbert declared the Thursday, December 4, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

