MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, November 5, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, November 5, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included T J Ricklefs, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer. 

There were no citizens present to be heard during the Public Comments portion of the meeting.  T J Ricklefs, co-owner of Pitchers at 409-411 Broad Street, happened to be in Whittemore this week and wanted to stop in to meet with the Council and update them on progress being made at the local bar and grill.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for considering Pitcher’s request for continued assistance with their utility bill and stated he understood the Council’s decision not to extend the discount program once it expires.  He also stated he and his partner, Shane Zwiefel, are heading the business in the direction of being a restaurant more than a bar.  They will continue to offer fine food for all ages and plan on expanding their menu with time, including starting their popular Friday Night Rib Special again on November 7.  T J Ricklefs thanked the Mayor and Council for their time at this meeting and he wants everyone to know he maintains an open door policy and welcomes any comments and concerns about his downtown Whittemore business.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 7, 2014 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the October 16, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $55037.37; Electric $58746.55; Electric System Improvement Project $37.21; Gas $25121.41; Water $9604.11; Sewer Rental $3348.45; Solid Waste $5105.90; Payroll $21116.50; Equipment $1400.42; Special Account $647.89; Halloween Party Savings $425.00; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $100.00; Road Use Tax $5581.87; Customer Deposit $350.00; Debt Service $985.42; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.08; Library Regular $492.99; Library Renovations Checking $none; and Community Enhancement $none.

The Clerk included a review of donations made to date toward the new downtown business district Surveillance Camera Project, donations received for the October 25, 2014 Halloween Party, and contributions received to date for the Little League Batting Cage Project.  The Council and community are very appreciative of the monetary support given toward these endeavors.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the October, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for Council consideration and payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $25684.45; Total (all) Employee Wages $11866.47; Total (all) Contract Labor $54.00; Jared Carlson, reimbursement for Little League batting cage/netting purchased $801.33; R. D. Drenkow, October cafeteria plan withholdings $317.30; Farmers State Bank, NSF check processing charges $21.40; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2583.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $188.00; Card Services, credit card charges for Dave Penton of Whittemore EMS, Library and electric meeting lodging $695.04 (total); Stan Ellman Construction, Housing Rehab Project at 610 Fourth Street $26643.00; Iowa DNR, Water Use renewal fee $99.00; Bob Meyer, Library lawn care $150.00; Janan Gillis, October cleaning $120.00; Sandy Long, mileage reimbursement $142.10; K-Mart, DVDs and supplies $97.21; Mid-America Books, books $105.70; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Country Living, subscription renewal $32.07; Mayo Clinic Health Letter, subscription renewal $31.52; National Geographic Society, subscription renewal $39.00; Health, subscription renewal $12.97;
The Library Store Inc., supplies $60.39; Demco, supplies $150.50; Baker & Taylor, books and audio books $554.09; 
Baker & Taylor, videos $94.42; Gale/Cengage Learning, large print books $59.97; MicroMarketing, audio books $116.94; Presto-X, pest control at Maintenance Shed $85.32; Tascha Wykoff, cleaning of Community Center $150.00; NIACOG, technical services & local match for 610 Fourth Street Housing Rehab Project $3,225.00; Bergo Environmental Services, asbestos abatement for Housing Rehab at 514 Palo Alto Street $2,350.00; Jennifer Thilges, reimbursement for supplies purchased for 2014 Halloween Party $378.45; Buscher Bros., repair materials $21.14; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,678.50; North Iowa Lumber & Design,  heavy duty tray $5.49; Bankers Trust, interest payment due on Electric Revenue Capital Loan Note $35,780.08; and DGR Engineering, professional engineering services thru 09-30-14 $6,231.57.  

Also, Clayton Energy Corp., reservation and storage charges, October service fee $5,073.66; American Public Gas Association, FY 2015 APGA Membership Dues $350.00; Utility Sales & Service Inc., riser assembly $136.72; Westrum Leak Detection Inc., leak detection services $537.50; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., salt hauling freight charges $548.88; Big Soo Terminal, Water Plant bulk Cargill salt $3,403.38; A I Processors, water testing UPS charges $12.29; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $216.86; NIACC, Fall Water Conference registration fee $50.00; Elbert Bros Well Drilling, water leak repair materials $77.30; Quality Pump & Control, new 6” mag-meter with remote, supplies & installation of new meter at Sewer Plant $4,642.63; Horizons Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $955.20; Michael King % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $350.00; Megan Iwen % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $305.00; T J Lenning % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $250.00; Tom Myers % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $150.00; Sarra Hofferman % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $300.00; Glen Hess % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $200.00; Drew Evans % City of Whittemore, refund of Customer Deposit to be applied to final utility bill $250.00; Casey & Brenda Rea, refund of Customer Deposit balance after final utility bill $44.51; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., October statement for work on Street Sweeper and Garbage Truck $196.13; Jack’s OK Tire Service, new tires on Street Sweeper $1255.37; American Test Center, annual safety inspection/testing of bucket truck $410.00; Arnold Motor Supply, fuel filter for dump truck; battery for Street Sweeper $227.66; Dave’s Auto Electric, solenoid for Case Loader $82.50; E-Pride Office Products, two new calculators, one new telephone and office supplies at City Hall $527.88; Counsel, copier leasing and copies at Library and City Hall $167.07; Iowa Utilities Board, FY14 Annual Remainder Reconciliation & FY15 Assessment dues $628.28; Iowa One Call, locates $18.00; Ayrshire Communications, internet and landline telephone/FAX bills $342.05; McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw, City Attorney fees $597.50; Brown Supply Co., repair and maintenance materials for Water and Case Loader $215.12; L & G Inc., October statement including roadstone and storm sewer repairs $1,316.92; Bomgaars, shovels & spades, light bulb at Community Center, anti-freeze for all buildings $217.42; Printing Services, Inc., inkjet cartridges for printers $101.95; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing fees $156.00; Aramark Uniform Services, October rugs, mops and uniforms $200.06; Community Lumber Supply, concrete mix and Masonite lap for forming curb $75.00; Bergo Environmental Services, housing rehab project asbestos removal at 514 Palo Alto Street $2350.00; MaxYield Cooperative, October statement $1127.45; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,838.81; and City of Whittemore, October petty cash expenses $239.84.
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to pay the above-listed claims along with any other regular monthly bills not yet received.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were presented for Council consideration:


Deb Bell:  Apply new steel roof on house at 517 Third Street.


Robert Kollasch:  Apply new gutters on house at 623 Sixth Street.


Rod Johnson:  Build an addition to south side of home, including an attached garage.  All work to be completed at 510 Second Street.

Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above applications for Builder’s Permits were approved.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  Clerk noted that the commercial arrears utility account at 413 Broad Street has been paid in full.  The utilities at that location have not been reconnected as there has not been a request by the owners for the City to do so.

At this time the Council reviewed several items pertaining to Whittemore Municipal Utilities Electric Service Projects.  Mayor Elbert announced he and Clerk Farrell opened the Public Hearing held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 3, 2014 regarding the plans and specifications, proposed form of contract, and estimate of cost for the Electric Power Transformer for the City of Whittemore.  The public hearing remained open until 6:00 p.m., at which time it was closed as there were no citizens or individuals in attendance to be heard for or against the above-mentioned issues.

Council then considered adoption of the plans, specifications, and proposed form of contract for the electric power transformer. Upon recommendation by Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to award the electric power transformer contract to T & R Electric of Coleman, South Dakota in the bid amount of $79,535.00 including the three-year warranty and pending final approval by the bonding company.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
The Council gave review to a letter from City Attorney James McMahon regarding the electric substation property Warranty Deed; no action on the matter was required at this time.
Supt. Meyer and the Mayor and Council discussed placement of the electric project’s switchgear.  Meyer noted that several options and locations were discussed during a meeting with the engineers on October 28.  The City can save $100,000+ by utilizing the southeast bay of the old fire station to house the switchgear equipment versus constructing a new, separate building to serve the same purpose.  The City will work together with the fire department to find an adequate storage place for the antique fire truck.
Council reviewed a correspondence from EMC Insurance Companies regarding the 10-cylinder generator at the Whittemore Municipal Light Plant that is currently out of service.  EMC stated they will not be able to assist with the cost of repairs due to mechanical breakdown.  Supt. Meyer reported that the mechanic from Fairbanks Morris who inspected the unit opened up the motor and stated the bearings looked good; he believes the problem to be with the oil pump.  It has been removed and shipped to Houston, Texas there it will be rebuilt, then sent back to Whittemore for our continued use in the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant.
Supt. Meyer reported City staff will need to inspect/review every transformer within the city to prepare for the upcoming improvement project; they will be making a list of transformers the City will need to be purchasing for replacement in order to make a smooth transition to the new system.  Councilman Johnson stated he believes the City of Whittemore will also need to be changing out a lot of poles and crossarms due to the  transition and he would like to have local municipal worker James Zinnel ride along with himself and other employees of Algona Municipal Utilities to gain experience when they do their annual distribution inspection (of Algona lines) in the near future.

Council then reviewed the most recent “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  The Clerk reported all assessments to date have been paid on a cash basis.

Repairs and improvements will be underway shortly to the ninth and final home to be rehabilitated in the 2012 Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation program.

At this time ORDINANCE NO. 189 – AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A PERMANENT STOP FOR EAST BOUND AND WEST BOUND TRAFFIC AT THE INTERSECTIONS OF KOSSUTH COUNTY’S ROUTE B-40 (210 STREET) AND WHITTEMORE’S FOURTH STREET WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA was introduced.  During the October 7, 2014 regular meeting, Whittemore City Council approved the plan to have Kossuth County post a permanent STOP sign at the intersection of Fourth Street and County Blacktop B-40, also known as 210 Street or McGregor Road.  City staff forwarded the Council’s intention to the Kossuth County Engineer who presented it to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors for their consideration.  During their October 14, 2014 county meeting, the Board of Supervisors approved the City’s request and once ORDINANCE NO. 189 is approved, the County Engineer’s Office will see to the placement of STOP signs for traffic traveling east out of Whittemore and for traffic traveling west into Whittemore, both at the northern city limits of the community.

Motion was by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 189.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 189.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 189.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 189 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the Whittemore Independent.

On October 29 the communications tower that stood just west of the property at 304 Railroad Street fell to the ground during a high wind event.  In order for the communications business to get back up and running, Bisso Wireless, owners of the tower, sent an email to city officials on October 30 asking for the City’s permission to use the municipal water tower for a three-month period on the rental basis of $150.00 per month.  On an emergency basis, the Council approved the business’s request at that time and as a follow-up during this meeting, they consider the three month period to begin November 1, 2014 and end January 31, 2015.  Rent to be paid at a rate of $150.00 per month for this three-month period.
At this time Resolution No. 2014-30; a Resolution Assigning “602 Broad Street” to the building known as A I Processors Warehouse and Resolution No. 2014-31; a Resolution Assigning “300 Third Street” to the city-owned building known as the Whittemore Municipal Water Plant were both introduced.  Both these locations are new or newer buildings and at no point during the past several years have they been assigned a proper identifying number.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2014-30 and Resolution No. 2014-31assigning proper individual identifying numbers as stated.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-30 identifying 602 Broad Street and Resolution No. 2014-31 identifying 300 Third Street duly adopted.
Council then set Thursday, December 4, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for the next regular meeting.

The November, 2014 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  
Councilman Johnson reported on the Little League batting cage project.  Progress is being made in that several families have stepped forward with monetary donations to be used toward the purchase, along with SBEMCO of Algona generously donating matting to cover the floor during use of the cage and A I Processors of Whittemore donating the stainless steel cable to raise and lower the cage from the ceiling to the floor and back again, when in use and after.  City staff was asked to investigate how community centers or other gymnasiums in the area go about renting their properties during the winter and for youth team practices.
Councilman Simonson presented information from Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Services regarding renewal of employee health and dental insurance plans.  Sue apologized for not having this available in a timelier manner as renewal needs to take place before December 1, 2014. Council agreed to review the information and to act, if necessary, upon making a final decision using email communication.

Supt. Meyer reported employees are planning to work on getting holiday garland on the utility poles in the near future.  
Council reviewed a letter and approved a request by the owners of “The Airbrush Studio of Whittemore”, to receive utilities at cost for the first year of their new business located at 404 Broad Street in downtown Whittemore.  

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed; Supt. Meyer announced he plans on attending a retirement party for Rudy Parcel to be hosted by his employer, the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, in Ankeny on Friday, December 12, 2014.  

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 5, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

