MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, September 4, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Thursday, September 4, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.   Absent:  Lancaster.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Ernie & Ann Kurtz, Cindy Schmidt, Paul Gronbach, Ron Reefer, Ryan Buske, Mark Laddusaw, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

Ernie and Ann Kurtz were in attendance to discuss their building permit application to: “Construct a steel utility shed (white) on top of the existing concrete pad (12x15); apply a rock surface (approximately 50’) from alley to new shed.  All work to be completed at 206 Palo Alto Street.”   An adjoining property owner expressed concern of water run-off to Councilman Schneider, thus review of the situation with the Kurtzs.  Ernie explained they would be willing to apply gutters to the new building if need be, but that run-off shouldn’t be a problem. 

Council thanked Ernie and Ann Kurtz for taking the time to attend.  They then gave their attention to the portion of the meeting entitled, Building Permit Applications, and gave review to all presented during this meeting as follows:

Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz:  Construct a steel utility shed (white) on top of the existing concrete pad (12x15); apply a rock surface drive (approximately 50’) from alley to new shed.  All work to be completed at 206 Palo Alto Street.  Ernie Kurtz plans on attending this meeting as there has been a concern raised by his neighbor, Jim Olsen, regarding this project.  Jim Olsen concerned about the problem of run-off from the building; Ernie will apply gutters to the building if need be.  


Bob Meyer:  Remove and replace sidewalk on east side of house at 518 Third Street.


Shawn & Lisa Lohman:  Remove and replace shingles (no gutters) on roof of house and garage at 602 Palo Alto Street.  


Melvin & Glenna Fehr:  Replace (sliding) patio door on west side of home with unit of same size.  All work to be completed at 206 Fifth Street.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve the above-listed applications.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

2014 Swimming Pool Co-Manager Cindy Schmidt gave a brief report to the Council summarizing the season.  She stated they had a difficult time opening in the early summer months due to the rainy weather.  Swimming lessons were taught for the first-time ever from 5:00-6:30 p.m. the week of July 14-18, which worked well for some but not for others.  If we were to continue having them in the evening, something that should be considered would be to change the evening opening time for that week in July to 7:00 p.m. as the lifeguards didn’t have time for a break, working afternoon hours of 1:00-5:00, teaching lessons from 5:00-6:30, then going right back to lifeguarding from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Schmidt also stated they will try to organize a fundraiser for the pool earlier in the season next year as they were rained out twice when they tried to do something special in August of 2014.  Schmidt and Clerk Farrell noted the monies that were donated toward this year’s fundraiser were used at the Swimming Pool; a Swim Net was purchased for water volleyball and basketball, and they would also like to be able to obtain a sturdy snack table with an umbrella for use outside the pool.  Schmidt and the Council agreed that having two adult managers worked out very well for all parties this year, and city officials thanked Jen Petersen and Cindy Schmidt, with the assistance of Jennifer Kraus, for their excellent work as co-managers of the Whittemore Swimming Pool in 2014, Council will review the facility’s “Open” hours in the spring of 2015.  It was noted that municipal employees will wrap up winterizing at the pool in the near future.
Council then met with Paul Gronbach and Ron Reefer who served as representatives of the North Iowa Off-Road Group.  They spoke of their organization, which is a nonprofit group consisting of ATV, UTV and dirt bike enthusiasts.  Gronbach reported that several years ago, the State of Iowa passed a law stating that it shall be the decision of each county’s Board of Supervisors to adopt an ordinance regulating the operations of ATVs and off-road vehicles within its jurisdiction.  He went on to give details regarding sales tax, machine, and driver qualifications and roadway requirements, how farmers are allowed to use these same machines on their farms every day, and the work the North Iowa Off-Road Group is willing to do in order to get the ordinance passed and the routes marked within the county, should Kossuth County adopt such an ordinance.  He stated local businesses that will benefit from the passage of such a law would be restaurants, gas stations, insurance agencies and ATV, UTV dealers and service centers, of which there are eight in Kossuth County.
Council then reviewed street and entry/exit options in Whittemore and it was decided not to limit the town and allow the whole community to be an ATV/UTV/dirt bike route.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to unanimously support the efforts of the North Iowa Off-Road Group and that the City of Whittemore will write a letter of intent to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors urging them to approve the Ordinance presented to them by the local off-road association.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 6, 2014 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 21, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $59303.82; Electric $56005.64; Electric System Improvements Project:  $36.74; Gas $25238.31; Water $9350.56; Sewer Rental $3181.58; Solid Waste $4671.57; Payroll $24364.97; Equipment $2677.17; Special Account $647.89; Halloween Party Savings $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $5717.32; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $6.54; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $141.30; Library Renovations Checking $none; and Community Enhancement $none.  Noted were the donations received toward the Surveillance Camera project, including the $1,875.00 from StateLine Cooperative.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the August, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy, reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $25648.46; Total (all) Employee Wages $14731.43; Total (all) Contract Labor $157.50; Iowa DNR, Annual NPDES permit and supply fee $268.92; NIACOG, FY15 dues and Draw #12 for Housing Rehab $4092.92; Card Services, credit card charges at Library and swimming lesson fees and new volleyball/basketball net at Swimming Pool (all total) $391.37; Iowa Utilities Board, FY15 Electric & Gas Assessments $975.00; L & G Inc., excavator services $348.75; MaxYield Cooperative, July statement $1248.80; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1428.00; Counsel Office & Document, copies and copier leasing at Library $88.97; Janan Gillis, cleaning $132.00; Baker & Taylor, books & audio books $347.03; The Book Farm Inc., Children’s books $357.02; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; MicroMarketing, audio books $69.96; Demco, beanbag chairs and office supplies $432.64; Degen Extinguisher & Repair, annual fire extinguisher inspection $26.00; Cengage/Gale, large print books $149.93; Des Moines Register, 1-year subscription renewal (weekday only) $300.03; Consolidated Plastics Company Inc., rug for north door entrance $96.11; Country Woman, 1-year subscription renewal $19.98; Health, 1-year subscription renewal $12.97; Iowa Library Services, FY2015 EBSCOHost Database Subscription Fees $50.20; Sandy Long, reimbursement $111.86; Tascha Wykoff, August cleaning at Community Center $150.00; AJs Service, tree stump grinding & dirt backfill at 502 Kossuth & 614 Palo Alto Street $201.50; Randy Mueller, mowing at vacant 614 Sixth Street $122.00; Presto-X, monthly pest control $85.65; and North Iowa Lumber & Design Inc., bar holder $11.07.

Also, Border States Electric, cutouts & tamper-proof lock pedestal $537.68; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $38,178.98; Gene’s Tire Center, barrel of oil for Light Plant $959.79; Kossuth County Treasurer, filing fee for Special Use Permit $100.00; DGR Engineering, professional services thru 7-31-14 $433.50; Groebner, ½”C end cap $37.26; Hach Company, chemicals at Water Plant $306.43; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $300.00; Westrum Leak Detection Inc., leak detection services at Seventh & Kossuth Streets $537.50; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., service on pickup $39.55; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,269.38; Printing Services Inc., office supplies including a new Minute Book $400.20; Iowa One Call, locates $14.40; K-Mart, DVDs & Summer Reading Program supplies at Library; cleaning supplies at Pool $34.06; L & G Inc., roadstone and excavator work $322.20; Bomgaars, gaskets & bar holder $7.36; Whittemore Independent, publications $314.84; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, quarterly safety dues, OQ Workshop registration fee, National Fuel Gas Codebook, Standard for Fire Safety Criteria $836.01; A I Processors, UPS postages $41.08; Aramark Uniform Services, rugs, mops and uniforms $200.06; Ayrshire Communications, phone, FAX, internet monthly charges $293.97; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $207.37. 
Council also reviewed a bid from AJs Service to cut down the ash tree at the southeast corner of the Library; Mayor Elbert to follow up with  Supt. Meyer as it is believed Meyer had also contacted Jeff Frambach of A+ Tree Service for an estimate to do the same work.  Both are Whittemore businesses.  Council agreed to go with the low bid for the same work, but the work needs to be accomplished as soon as possible.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Discussion followed pertaining to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects.  Ryan Buske of the law firm McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw, attorneys for the City of Whittemore, was in attendance and reported the following:
· He has filed an “Application for Special Use Permit” with the Kossuth County Board of Adjustments as a means of starting publication notices for hearings, etc. required to convert the agricultural land to a site location for the electric substation to be built by the City of Whittemore.  A $100.00 fee was required and paid to the Kossuth County Treasurer by the City of Whittemore.  

· An initial review of a Real Estate Contract was available and Mr. Buske talked thru the unofficial document with the Mayor and Council, noting that Provision #20 included the requests and concerns expressed by Elmer Steier and his attorney, Joe Straub, Sr., for inclusion in the purchase agreement.  As this is a rough draft of the contract, Ryan Buske asked the Council to read it and report to him any changes they feel should be made to the final draft.  He noted that some of the language needs to be changed to limit exposure and that the City attorneys will rewrite it and present to Elmer Steier and Joe Straub Sr. for their opinion before a final acceptance is made by both parties.
Mark Laddusaw and Ryan Buske then spoke briefly about the firm they represent, McMahon, Stowater, Lynch and Laddusaw, who was chosen to be attorney for the City of Whittemore during the July 7, 2014 regular Council meeting.  
Council then reviewed forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  

A review of Whittemore Municipal Utilities water rates and charges followed.  After a lengthy discussion motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to take no action on the matter at this time but to review the issue again in six months.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Council would eventually like to eliminate the tiered billing system for water usage.

An email from Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments shows the eighth and ninth projects are scheduled to take place in the 2012 Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program.  The Mayor and Council feel that all the improvements made in this cycle of rehabilitation have had a very positive impact on the community of Whittemore.
Resolution No. 2014-25; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 City Street Financial Report for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Simonson and Walker and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2014-25 was declared adopted.

The date, time and place for the next regular Council meeting was set for Monday, October 6, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore. 

The September 2014 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” schedule was reviewed.

There were no City Committee reports.

Councilperson Walker requested municipal employees start filling some of the potholes in the streets around town; the intersection of Second Street and Palo Alto Street is especially bad and the Council directed James Zinnel to see about putting cold patch in the really rough areas.
Councilman Johnson expressed concern about non-serving transformers that are exposed at MaxYield Cooperative.  Once ownership of the transformers has been determined, if they are property of the City they need to be taken down and stored properly as soon as possible.  As a follow-up, the Council would like to discuss “replacement transformers” at future meetings; the Clerk was asked to make this topic a regular agenda item.

Municipal employee James Zinnel explained to the Council the circumstances leading up to problems the City is now experiencing with the 10-cylinder generator.  A qualified mechanic was called and metal filings were found in the oil, and it was determined that at this time the city is unable to generate its own power in case of an emergency.  It is estimated it will cost $5,000 to run a thorough inspection of the generator; Council requested municipal employees immediately contact the mechanic to conduct the inspection in order to get an estimate to solve the problem as quickly and cost-effectively as possible.  City staff to make contacts with individuals or businesses that would be adversely affected in a negative way by an electric outage.
Mayor Elbert reported that County Engineer Doug Miller is reviewing the City of Whittemore’s request that a three-way STOP be implemented at the intersection of 210 Street and Fourth Street.  Mr. Miller stated the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors will hopefully grant the City’s request.  If not, the homeowner(s) might be asked to cut down the tree(s) that are causing the problems along this stretch of roadway at the north city limits in Whittemore.
Council reviewed a “Notice Letter” from AT&T informing the City of Whittemore that it is their intent to bring fiber to the water (tower) site for use when they install additional communication antennas on top of the city’s structure in the near future.

It was questioned whether the City has been in contact with Howe Sanitation of Spencer, or a similar business who conducts camera surveillance of underground infrastructure pertaining to storm and sanitary sewers located north of the railroad tracks.  City staff was asked to follow through with this request by the Council.

Councilman Simonson has been in contact with Kat Bat Control to help rid the Community Center of bats that have been discovered indoors at the facility.  It is believed installing a tin roof on the building could have had something to do with the bats taking up residence in the Community Center.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 4, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

