MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, August 6, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 6, 2014 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rodney Johnson, Karla Walker and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Eric Goodman, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.
Mayor and Council met with Fire Chief Eric Goodman to discuss the following matters:


Kossuth County E-911 Board’s Proposed Ordinance as it refers to Visible House Numbering in the Community of Whittemore.  Brian Goodman, Whittemore’s representative on the Kossuth County E-911 Board, has passed information along to the local rescue departments that County law enforcement is requesting a house number ordinance be included in each community’s Code of Ordinances requiring all buildings (residential or commercial) be clearly and properly marked with a number for identification.  Clerk Farrell reported the City of Whittemore’s Code already contains such an Ordinance and mandatory numbering is required per Title VI, Chapter 10, Sections 6-10-1 thru 6-10-5.  City Council requested the Clerk publish notice of the Code pertaining to this matter as a reminder to residents that, for their own safety and well-being, their homes and businesses must be clearly marked and identified with large, visible municipally-assigned numbers if they are not currently in compliance with the order.


Resolution No. 2014-22; a Resolution Accepting EMS Contingency Plans for Ambulance Transportation Agreements between Whittemore EMS and Sentral Area EMS, Whittemore EMS and Algona EMS, and Whittemore EMS and Palo Alto County EMS.  Fire Chief and EMT-B Eric Goodman explained each plan enters into agreement with the named EMS provider to ensure all components of the EMS System are effectively utilized to ensure appropriate transportation of patients in the given system area.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2014-22.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Goodman proudly announced that Co-Bank and MaxYield Cooperative have each donated $5,000 toward the purchase of new bunker gear for the Whittemore Fire Department.  With the assistance of grant monies received from Kossuth County Community Foundation, the local fire department has now been able to achieve their goal of replacing the bunker gear over a two-year period.  Goodman also reported that Chris Kraus has been added to the Whittemore Fire Department roster.  Upcoming expenses to be incurred by the squad within the next ten years include replacement of all air packs and replacement of the existing pumper truck, estimated to cost over $300,000.  
Supt. Meyer reported repair and/or replacement of the fire hydrant at the corner of Seventh and Broad Street is still pending as the City is waiting for a crew from Cedar Falls to come to Whittemore to make the repairs.

Mayor Elbert made a clarification to the minutes of the July 7, 2014 regular Council Meeting, which were published in the July 17, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  He stated $240.00 was paid to GrassMasters by the City of Whittemore with Community Enhancement funds, which are donated to the City by a private source.  No taxpayer monies were used to pay this bill, which was for work to perform spring clean-up of flower beds at Noah’s Park and Heritage Corner.  With said clarification, the minutes of the July 7, 2014 regular meeting stand approved as published in the July 17, 2914 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $47543.71; Electric $72435.50; Electric System Improvements Project $7.12; Gas $25462.31; Water $9765.73; Sewer Rental $3087.54; Solid Waste $4637.18; Payroll $22049.53; Equipment $1289.95; Special Account $2269.04; Halloween Party Savings $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $3888.54; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $91.09; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $100.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.20; Library Regular $618.12; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none.  Councilman Simonson requested the Clerks keep track of all donations made to the Surveillance System project.   Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the July, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $25613.82; Total (all) Employee Wages $13836.80; Total (all) Contract Labor $495.00; Jonathan May, SRP entertainment at Library $220.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., FY 15 per capita dues $1965.60; Card Services, City credit card charges (Maintenance Shop & Library) $248.22; John Armstrong, Housing Rehab related expenses $484.00; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast registration fees $75.00; Stan Ellman Construction, Housing Rehabilitation costs at 524 Seventh Street; RD Drenkow, July cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Dearborn National, quarterly employee insurances $395.85; IRS, 2nd Qtr 2014 Form 941 $408.70; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1930.00; Iowa One Call, locates $23.50; Counsel Office & Document, Library copier leasing/copies $89.67; K-Mart, DVDs and Summer Reading Program prizes $208.86; Bob Meyer, reimbursement for flag pole hooks $8.58; Janan Gillis, cleaning $120.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement for books purchased $21.96; HyVee, Summer Reading Program picnic supplies $45.82; Gaylord Bros. Inc., CD labels and office supplies $109.83; The Library Store Inc., office supplies $115.51; Taste of Home, subscription renewal $18.00; Craft Ideas, subscription renewal $21.99; Country Extra, subscription renewal $29.98; The Family Handyman, subscription renewal $19.98; MicroMarketing, audio books $64.98; Gale/Cengage, large print books $119.94; Center Point Large Print, large print books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $506.69; Barco Municipal Products, traffic safety cones and signage $758.50; NIACOG, membership dues $367.92; NIACOG, Housing Rehab Technical Services and Local Match funding $3,725.00; Kossuth County Environmental Health, 2014 “Class A” Pool Inspection $270.00; Universal Inc., paints for street/sidewalk parking lines $987.10; Presto-X, Maintenance Shed pest control $85.65; AJs Service, tree stump grinding/removal $1,627.50; Brown’s Shoe Fit Co., Pool employee swimwear $149.85; and Bonnstetter Auto Body, decals $10.00.

Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $40,033.73; Kriz-Davis Co., 100A-15KV cutouts, light fixture, (6) 76W 120V Lumen street light bulbs $1,746.78; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $55.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Gas Construction work, Jun 15-17, Rebuild two meter sets, 3” line-stop, (8) 2” weld-in ball valves, 2” meter, etc. $15,105.73; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc. freight charge for salt at Water Plant $582.02; Big Soo Terminal, 25.31T Cargill Solar Salt $3,006.83; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $103.60; Hawkins Inc., Water Plant chemicals $205.75; Brown Supply Co., Water distribution materials $333.30; Elbert Bros Well, reline drilled well, PVC (well) casing, stainless steel pump pipe $9,513.72; Vessco Inc., tube element for Water Plant $364.02; Iowa DNR, annual renewal of Public Water Supply Fee $58.92; Thompson Farm Drainage, jetting storm sewers $375.00;Community Lumber Supply, July statement $29.99; Iowa DNR, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) Annual Fee $210.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,204.15; Randy Mueller, July mowing $100.00; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., sharpen chain saw/oil and new Stihl chain saw $318.90; and Arnold Motors, battery $268.98.

Also, Supplies N’More, office supplies, decorative flags along Broad Street $835.56; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., parts/labor to rebuild cylinder on garbage truck and fabricate a part for the street sweeper $763.99; Ayrshire Communications, monthly telephone and internet services $365.88; The Whittemore Independent, monthly publications and office supplies $371.07; Elbert Chevrolet, battery cable $4.85; Electronic Specialties, Inc., chargers for handheld radios $124.00; Colonial Research, bodacious & Sil-Lube for shop; carburetor cleaner for all vehicles $483.75; Mangold Environmental, routine water and wastewater testing fees $117.00; A.I. Processors, UPS postage to mail water/wastewater samples $47.66; Iowa One Call, locates $18.90; Iowa Utilities Board, FY15 assessments Gas & Electric $975.00; Aramark, July monthly rug, mops and uniform charges $254.35; L & G, Inc., July services $348.75; Printing Services, Inc, office supplies at City Hall including a new file cabinet $468.33; Bomgaars, July statement $445.82; Schmitt Hardware, July statement $905.14; MaxYield Cooperative, July statement including weed kill spray $1,248.80; Card Services, credit card charges at Library, Swimming Pool lesson fees and Swimming Pool activity/combo water volleyball/badminton $391.37; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,333.14; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $273.04; and Nalltronics TV & Satellite, high-resolution 8 channel DVR Camera Surveillance System $3810.50.
To be paid from “Electric System Improvements Project” Checking Account at Farmers State Bank:  Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott, blank checks for Electric Service Improvements Project account $134.81; DGR Engineering, professional services thru June 30 $229.50; and Ahlers & Cooney, P.C., professional services thru July 19, 2014 for $2,180,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2014 $11,275.60.

Council reviewed an Overdue Notice from Thul Law Firm.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to pay the bills presented for payment, exempting Thul Law Firm from the approved claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for consideration:

Melvin & Glenna Fehr:  Remove wooden deck on west side of home and apply pavers in same area.  All work to be completed at 206 Fifth Street.


Perry Radig:  Remove old and replace with new, eaves and gutters on house and garage at 602 Kossuth Street.


Warren Householder:  Reside alley shed; repair with all new wood the (existing) fence that encloses the house; replace with new, a south side door on house/porch; break-up existing cement on southeast corner of house and place in same area with patio pavers.  All work at 605 Fifth Street.


Jerry & Joy Metzger:  Remove chimney from house; replace existing windows in kitchen and on southwest porch.  All work to be completed at 618 Sixth Street.


Don Long:  Construct a deck on south side of house with handicap ramp.  All work to be completed at 714 Kossuth Street.
Supt. Meyer reported he has contacted the property owner at 501 Fifth Street about submitting a photo to the Council that shows the condition of the garage he requested permission to move onto his lot.  To date there has been no such picture presented and no action has been taken to approve or deny the application, which was originally submitted during the June 2, 2014 Council meeting.
Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to approve the five applications as submitted; vote was all AYES, motion carried.
Delinquent utility accounts were reviewed.

Mayor Elbert and Supt. Meyer reported on the informal meeting they had with Elmer Steier and his attorney, Joe Straub Sr., and electric system improvements project engineer Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering on Tuesday morning, August 5, 2014, to discuss possible procurement of property from Mr. Steier as a location of the new electric substation site.  After learning the details and expectations of the project, expressing interesting in helping the community, and having a pro-Whittemore attitude for his hometown, Mr. Steier verbally agreed to sell less than an acre of his property at the northeast corner of the intersection of County Blacktop P-16 and 190th Street for the price of $20,000.00.  
Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Elmer Steier substation location was approved and work on this portion of the electric project is expected to proceed without incident.    Attorneys for both parties will draw up the proper paperwork to complete the land sale transaction.  It was noted that all lines from the substation into Whittemore will be bored underground.

At this time Resolution No. 2014-23; a Resolution of Lodge, Association or Other Similar Organization for Bank Account Known as “CityScape” at Farmers State Bank in Whittemore was introduced.  Resolution No. 2014-23 allows Stuart A. Simonson and Linda K. Farrell to be authorized signers for the “CityScape” account at Farmers State Bank.  Two signatures are required for any transaction.  Councilman Simonson explained the fund consists of donated monies to be used for the betterment of Whittemore.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster that Resolution No. 2014-23 be approved.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-23 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2014-24; a Resolution of Lodge, Association or Other Similar Organization for Bank Account Known as “Electric System Improvement Projects” at Farmers State Bank in Whittemore.  Resolution No. 2014-24 allows Daniel J. Elbert, Linda K. Farrell, Stuart A. Simonson and Andrea J. Thompson to be authorized signers on the City’s “Electric System Improvements Project” account at Farmers State Bank.  Two signatures are required for any transaction.  This account holds proceeds of the bond sales made to finance the electric upgrade project.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2014-24.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-24 duly adopted.
Council reviewed forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  Bill Lindley is securing natural gas for the upcoming heating season in a price range of $4.50 to $4.75 per MCF for the period November 2014 through March 2015.  It was also noted that Mr. Lindley was in Whittemore on July 28 to informally answer any natural gas commodity questions Council or employees may have had for him.
Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments reported in an email correspondence to the Council that the housing rehab project at 524 Seventh Street was successfully closed out on July 21.  The project at 610 Fourth Street will be underway soon, and it is hoped that the ninth and final project at 514 Palo Alto Street can become a reality.  
Councilman Johnson brought forward a discussion regarding a request to install a STOP sign on the south side of Kossuth County’s 210 Street near its intersection with Fourth Street.  He reports having heard from constituents who live in the area that expressed their concerned about the speeding traffic heading east on 210 Street, aka McGregor Road, and the high possibilities of there being a serious accident when vehicles at the intersection of Fourth Street fail to see oncoming trucks and cars due to the evergreen planted on the property at 100 Fourth Street. 
Following lengthy consideration of the situation, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider that the City of Whittemore approach the Kossuth County Engineer about turning the intersection of 210 Street and Fourth Street into a “three-way STOP”, as is the case one block west at the intersection of 20th Avenue, Fifth Street and 210 Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Final review was given to the estimates/bids for cleaning and waxing the floor of the Whittemore Community Center.  Three bids were submitted for the work to be accomplished this fall.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to go with the low bid of the project, that being by ServiceMaster of Algona it the total amount of $795.00 to power scrub the floor and apply three coats of wax.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Clerk Farrell noted that Vern Wichtendahl has been contacted to paint the high school level three-point shooting line on the floor at the Community Center.  Mr. Wichtendahl would like to be notified two-weeks in advance of the cleaning work so he can paint the lines without having problems of paint drying, etc. prior to the cleaning process.
The Clerk reported the City has received a 38-page “Structural Analysis” report by Westchester Services LLC for AT&Ts proposal to add six more cellular antennas to their already existing equipment located on top of the Whittemore water tower.  In accordance with the Site Lease Agreement between the City of Whittemore and AT&T, they are entitled to make reasonable alterations, additions or improvements to the premises necessary for its antennas, communication shelter, power cables and telephone cables, so long as the structural integrity of the premises is not affected.  The Structural Analysis conducted for AT&T has determined the load bearing capabilities of this structure to be sufficient for AT&Ts planned modifications.  AT&T no longer plans on adding a new shelter to the base of the tower, so the ground will not be affected by the addition of the six antennas.  It was noted that the City of Whittemore receives $550.00 monthly for the rental of the (water tower) property.
Council reviewed an email correspondence from T. J. Ricklefs, written as an update on the status of Pitchers and as a request for assistance with the business’s utilities.  The Council agreed they would not consider any request for relief until the present year’s economic incentive term has been completed (March 2014-March 2015).
A “List of Priorities” from the Whittemore Public Library Board of Trustee’s has been submitted for Council information and consideration.  Council believes a lot of the work could be accomplished by volunteers, especially eliminating the landscaping on the east side of the building.  Supt. Meyer to get estimates for removal of the tree at the southeast corner of the building and for repair/replacement of the damaged fascia.  The remainder of the items, which include fixing lighting and removal/replacement of the flooring in the front entrance hall, removal of the air conditioning units from on top of the egress window escape and replacing the existing A/C units with efficient ones, covering the current wood siding with vinyl or steel siding, and replacing the flooring in the mail level bathrooms, will all be considered at a later date.  
Due to the first Monday in September being the Labor Day holiday, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Thursday, September 4, 2014, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
The August 2014 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  Items on the schedule include the First Thursday Coffee, Sons of the American Legion sponsored “Purple Heart Day” on August 7, American Legion’s BBQ Chicken & Sweet Corn Feed with Bossie Bingo and the Legion Auxiliary’s Ice Cream Social, both on Saturday, August 16, and St. Michael’s Catholic Church celebration of “125 Years of Faith” on Sunday, August 17.

There were no City Committee reports.

Councilperson Walker inquired about what determines “OPEN” hours at the Swimming Pool during the months of June and August.  Clerk Farrell stated that with Little League games going during the month of June, the pool hours of operation are 1:00 – 6:00 pm daily, weather permitting.  Farrell also stated that the August hours are the same as June because there usually is a lack of interest in the facility by that time as kids are starting sports practices, etc. and also that the pool staff starts dropping off due to returning to college and other school-related obligations.  It was decided that the Council would review the situation with the managers during the Pool’s year-end review in September.

Councilman Johnson was wondering if anything had yet been done to replace overhead lighting in the Community Center.  As Supt. Meyer left the meeting at 6:30 p.m. to attend a previous engagement, there was no answer to this question.  Johnson also inquired if anything had been resolved regarding moving the electricity off the pole at 514 Kossuth Street.  Councilman Simonson reported the resident living at 602 Kossuth Street has agreed to have the overhead service buried on his property, the cost for digging and connecting to the house being his own.
Councilman Johnson reported he has been approached by people willing to donate funds for the purchase of a collapsible batting cage that could be used indoors at the Community Center for practice during off-season months of Little League.  Council asked him to investigate costs, etc. and give an account of his findings at a later date.

Councilman Schneider noted he had looked at the hanging overhead electric wires at 509 and 513 Second Street and he agrees that the existing service needs to be converted to underground.  He also stated he believes the storm sewer intakes at 105 Fourth, 215 Fourth and 501 Third Streets all require immediate attention and repair.  Schneider, who prepared food at Graettinger during this year’s RAGBRAI festivities, reported he received many compliments about Whittemore when he was introduced as being from this community.
Councilperson Lancaster complimented Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation on their July 30, 2014 County-Wide Breakfast, “Staying Connected through Leadership” themed program, and its spectacular speaker, Aaron Thomas, son of the late Ed Thomas who served as Parkersburg, Iowa head football coach for many years.

Clerk Farrell reported having attended a FEMA meeting in Algona on July 30 to discuss “Severe Storms, Tornadoes, Straight-line Winds and Flooding” that occurred in Iowa during the period June 14-23, 2014.  Kossuth County has been declared a federal disaster area and FEMA monies will be forthcoming to communities who apply for assistance.  At this time FEMA has not made any announcement for assistance to private homeowners who experienced flooding in their homes or on their properties during this same time period.  Farrell stated that Whittemore, along with other communities in Kossuth County, have submitted a “Request for Public Assistance” to become eligible for the public program.  Minimum claim is $3,000.  The July 30 meeting will be followed by a “Kick-off Meeting”; a date has not yet been announced for this assembly.  The City of Whittemore will be especially interested in making FEMA aware of the condition of the storm sewer and tiles in the area north of the railroad tracks along Fourth and Fifth Streets; FEMA might possibly be able to locate some funding to improve or even replace the existing service through a Mitigation program.

A “Letter of Representation” from James McMahon for the firm McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw was reviewed by the Mayor and Council.  The Algona law partnership now serves as City Attorney for Whittemore.
The Clerk noted two contributions have been received to date to be considered as donations toward the Surveillance System project, those donations being from Straub Law Firm and Oakcrest Funeral Services.
The City recently underwent an IPERS Compliance Review and it has been determined that part-time worker, Alvin Bell, is qualified to have IPERS deducted from his paycheck.  At this time an adjustment report is being calculated for wages paid to Mr. Bell from April, 2013 to June, 2014 when no IPERS were withheld for him.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 6, 2014 regular Council meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

