MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 7, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 7, 2014 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Eric Goodman, Dean Dahlhauser, Marcia Wilsey and Bryan Meyer.
Whittemore Fire Department Chief Eric Goodman was in attendance to discuss the storm sewer infrastructure and other items related to the June 18, 2014 flooding, Disaster Declaration, and local sandbagging efforts.  Goodman asked for any feedback concerning the event and Mayor Elbert thanked the Council, fire department members, municipal employees and all of the volunteers who helped with the proactive work to keep homes and businesses safe in the 200 block area of Fourth and Fifth Streets,  north of the railroad tracks.  Council related they had received no negative comments and also thanked everyone involved.  The Fire Chief spoke of one citizen’s concern regarding the use of the department’s pumper truck, but he went on to explain how the truck operates and that there was no risk of damaging the unit as it pumped surface water from the lawns and curbs.
Chief Goodman requests that municipal workers take the time to map out all utility services in the city and he also suggests a camera be used to scope the underground public amenities throughout the community, if at all possible.   He believes flooding is going to be an on-going problem and that the city needs to continue to be proactive in locating tiles before these types of incidents develop or occur again.
Goodman also volunteered to organize a group to assist in helping pick up the sandbags in order to speed the recovery process; Supt. Meyer reported he has contracted extra help and that municipal employees will see to it that the work is accomplished in the near future.  The City plans on opening and emptying the bags and using the sand for other purposes as once the bags become wet they are not meant to be stored for future use.  

Pager chargers were discussed by city and rescue officials; the Council approved going ahead and purchasing two chargers for handheld radio use by municipal workers.  Supt. Meyer stated the fire hydrant at the southwest corner of Seventh and Broad Streets is non-workable and Chief Goodman requested it be fixed as soon as possible in case of an emergency.

Dean Dahlhauser and Marcia Wilsey, both residents of the inundated area, were present to hear the above discussion and to also ask what measures are going to be taken by the City to help remedy future flooding problems.  Upon further review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson that city staff contact Pete Howe Sanitation or some other reputable business to have a portion of the storm drains camera’d to see what condition the system and tiles are in, especially in the area north of the railroad tracks between and east of Fifth and Fourth Streets.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

Until such a time when the results of this investigation is complete, if heavy rains are received again and flooding  reoccurs, residents living in the affected area of the 200 Block of Fourth and Fifth Streets are asked to call the Kossuth Sheriff’s Department to inform them of the surface water problems.  They in turn will contact the Whittemore Fire Department to deploy the pumper truck to relieve the area of standing water.
The Mayor and Council thanked everyone for attending and openly discussing this problem.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 2, 2014 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the June 12, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent and the minutes of the June 10, 2014 Special Council meeting were approved as published in the June 19, 2014 edition of the same.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $83616.18; Electric $303497.06; Electric System Improvements Project:  $2,165,959.95; Gas $34892.69; Water $48718.51; Sewer Rental $2838.80; Solid Waste $4722.70; Payroll $24392.63; Equipment $2126.78; Special Account $647.89; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $320.00; Road Use Tax $4638.55; Customer Deposit $225.00; Debt Service $51.24; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $570.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.19; Library Regular $58872.99; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings $none; Community Enhancement $none.  Council also reviewed a list of previously paid expenses associated with the on-going electric system upgrade. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the June, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports along with the itemized expenses that can be reimbursed to the City of Whittemore from the “Electric System Improvements Project” account once checks for become available to do so.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $15040.99; Total (all) Employee Wages $13675.05; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; Card Services, Library and Natural Gas distribution expenses $392.52; Monica Diggins, reimbursement of Housing Rehab GAP financing balance and relocation $1322.00; Stan Ellman Construction, housing rehab contractor’s payment $41377.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1375.00; R D Drenkow, June cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; City of Whittemore, transfers per FY14 budget estimate $350000.00; Whittemore Public Library, transfer per FY14 budget $47000.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $22.96; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $33.14; K-Mart, DVDs, books, Summer Reading Program supplies, office supplies $167.97; Jonathan May, Summer Reading Program entertainment $220.00; Bob Meyer, lawn care for 2014 season $100.00; Scott Thoma, books $125.58; Baker & Taylor, books $482.96; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Cengage Learning/Gale, books $89.96; The Book Farm, Inc., books $110.79; Science Center of Iowa, Summer Reading Program entertainment $150.00; Overdrive % Iowa Library Services, NEIBORS subscription renewal $345.36; Guildcraft Arts & Crafts, Summer Reading Program supplies $32.91; Country, subscription renewal $24.98; Iowa History Journal, subscription renewal $18.95; Redbook, subscription renewal $23.51; Bomgaars, supplies at Swimming Pool and spray gun $56.53; Kathy Dearchs, reimbursement for Water Safety Instructor training class tuition $195.00; Hotsy Equipment Company, nozzle for street spraying $32.21; Pool Tech, chemicals at Swimming Pool $638.60; L & G Inc., roadstone for alleys $90.00; Iowa Division of Labor Services, boiler inspection $95.00; Iowa League of Cities, 2014-15 Membership Dues $420.00; Buscher Bros Corp., “Streets” material $3.95; Presto-X, monthly Maintenance Shed pest control $85.66; Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office, 2014-15 Contract for Law Enforcement $2,000.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., FY14-15 per capita dues $1,965.60; City of Algona, Paige Berte Lifeguard Training class fee $150.00; Tascha Wykoff, June cleaning of Community Center $150.00; Wentzel’s True Value, Noah’s Park restroom supplies $5.99; Pepsi Beverages Company, pop at Swimming Pool $195.27; Randy Mueller, mowing vacant property at 614 Sixth Street $50.00; and Community Lumber, grid marker for Little League $32.97.

Also, Eggers Electric, underground aluminum triplex $272.64; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33,709.44; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $89.60; Heath Consultants, repair of leak detector $290.48; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $365.86; Brown Supply Co., reversible manhole frame/grate $274.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $188.00; Tom Eischen Sales, spraying at Sewer Plant $272.48; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,157.08; Ernie Williams LTD., mower repairs $148.86; MaxYield Cooperative, June fuel and chemicals for spraying weeds in streets $1,543.29; David Rezabek, customer deposit refund $250.00;  Nick Meyer, customer deposit refund $200.00; Tyson Wirtz, customer deposit refund $200.00; Wayne Fuerstenau, customer deposit refund $150.00; Judy Kollasch, customer deposit refund $250.00; Norma Buscherfeld, customer deposit refund $200.00; Andy Struecker, customer deposit refund $150.00; Greg Kinsman, customer deposit refund $150.00; Megan Lenz, customer deposit refund $200.00; American Legion, sandbag event pop and ice $75.50; Fareway Stores, sandbag event meat and buns for sandwiches $78.28; Garden’s Gate, four trees $589.80; GrassMasters, spring clean-up of flower beds at Noah’s Park & Town Square $240.00; Counsel Office & Document, Library copier lease/copies, City Hall copies $218.35; Ayrshire Communications, monthly telephone and internet services $314.69; Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott Office, banking materials $412.29; Aramark Uniform Services, June services $200.06; Creative Stitches, t-shirts for municipal workers $189.60; Whittemore Independent, June publications $739.06; Iowa One Call, locates $23.50; Schmitt Hardware, May and June statements $1,283.13; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,368.73; and City of Whittemore, June petty cash expenses $381.20.  
To be paid from Electric System Improvement Projects Account:  Bankers Trust, initial/flat fee for electric bonds/banking $250.00; DGR Engineering, professional services through June 30, 2014 $2,372.80; City of Whittemore, reimbursable expenses previously paid from City’s “regular checking Account” for electric project (total all) $30,890.64.
Supt. Meyer and the Council reviewed a statement from AJ’s Service for tree stump grinding; Supt. to contact Tony and Jim Schmitt regarding the cut-off fee that was applied to the bill, and also placement of black dirt over the removal sites.  Council requests a new bill be submitted for review of adjustments and payment in August.
Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

A Demolition Permit Application has been received:


Larry Besch:  Demolish ruins of house destroyed by fire on April 10, 2014.  All work to be completed at 617 Fifth Street.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the Demolition Permit Application.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Supt. Meyer to contact Larry Besch about putting a protective fence up around the basement site.

The following applications were received for Builder’s Permits:

James Zinnel:  Reshingle roof of house at 210 Fourth Street due to hail damage received on 07-13-2012.


Jerry & Joy Metzger:  Replace or block, all basement windows; replace two or three windows in the garage, repair some of the trim on the garage, and replace entry door to garage.  All work to be completed at 618 Sixth Street.


Wayne Wagner:  Replace two walk-in doors on west side of garage and replace woodwork around trim on the new doors and also around the windows in garage.  All work to be completed at 610 Kossuth Street.


Larry Besch:  Construct a new home on site of former house at 617 Fifth Street.


Perry Radig:  Replace two existing windows in house, one on south and one on east side of home at 602 Kossuth Street.

Upon motions by Walker and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as submitted..
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council again discussed the availability of a site for the new electric system’s substation.  DGR Engineering reports they have been assisting in getting information to potential sellers but at this time a location has not yet been secured.  Supt. Meyer reported he had contacted Ron Kollasch about the possibility of purchasing a portion of his acreage at 2003 20 Avenue, but he was not interested in selling.  Councilman Simonson to contact Gary Peterson one more time in an attempt to come to an agreement with him that will enable the project to move forward.
At this time Council reviewed information regarding the vacant City Attorney position.  Four law firms and/or lawyers expressed interest in serving the City of Whittemore in this capacity.  After a lengthy discussion, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to hire the firm of McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw of Algona as the new City Attorney for Whittemore, Iowa.  Roll call vote was as follows, AYES:  Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  Simonson.  Motion carried.
Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. has notified the Clerk that he has started to purchase Forward Priced Natural Gas on behalf of the City of Whittemore for the 2014-15 heating season.  The first of said gas has been bought for $5.01 per MCF.  Last year during this same period Mr. Lindley was able to secure gas for $3.94 per MCF.
In an email correspondence from Steve Wendt of North Iowa Area Council of Governments, he reports that six projects in the current Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program have been completed.  Bids were opened in late July for two more prospective projects, and it is hoped that both can be completed yet this summer or by early fall.

Council reviewed two bids for cleaning and waxing the floor at the Whittemore Community Center.  As the work will not be completed until October, no decision was made at this time pending the submission of one more estimate from a local party interested in doing the work.  Before the floor is professionally cleaned, Council would like to contact local painter Vern Wichtendahl for proper placement of two three-point shooting lines for persons interested in playing basketball in the facility. The overhead lights at the Community Center were also discussed.  As several of the bulbs are out, Supt. Meyer was asked to get estimates from companies to replace all of the overhead lights at the same time.  
Donna Nall of Nalltronics of Corwith, Iowa submitted two estimates for a security/surveillance system for the City of Whittemore.  Council had earlier discussed the issue and would like to purchase a system that will serve the downtown business district and also the traffic on Fourth Street northbound and southbound from Broad Street.

As the City of Whittemore will be operating three cameras to begin with, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider that the City purchase the High Resolution Surveillance System from Nalltronics in the estimated amount of $4,149.00.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  This system is capable of handling a total of eight cameras if the need arises for such observation.  The cost of the surveillance system will be paid for, in part, by a $1,875.00 donation from StateLine Cooperative of Burt, Iowa.  The Clerk to contact local businesses to make them aware of the new system and to seek additional funding assistance for the project.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the Library Board’s nomination of Elise Vaske to serve as the “Rural” representative on the Whittemore Public Library’s Board of Trustees.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Clerk Farrell to contact the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors to make them aware of this change of Library Trustee personnel.  Per Ordinance No. 187, which was adopted by the City Council on February 3, 2014, other members currently serving on the Library Board of Trustees are:  Gary Erdman, Robert Meyer, Judy Haag and Bruce Ostwald.
Patch street repairs will be made to areas along Sixth Street and Fifth Street north of the railroad tracks where underground utility work was performed over the past several months.
The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Monday, August 4, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
There were no special activities planned for the July, 2014 Whittemore “Calendar of Events”.  Swimming lessons will be held during the week of July 14-18 at a cost of $20.00 per student.

Councilperson Walker reported that the Library Board discussed the overall condition of their building and that portions of it are getting to be in tough shape.  Council suggests they prioritize their wants and needs and that they submit it to the City once they complete their wish list.

Councilpersons Lancaster and Schneider brought forward a discussion on Whittemore’s recycling bin and how often it is emptied.  Supt. Meyer reported it is dumped every Monday; the Council feels this is not often enough as it seems to be filled completely by the end of the week and then it can’t be used on Saturdays or Sundays.  After further consideration the Council instructed municipal employees to begin dumping it twice a week (Mondays and Fridays) to see how the new schedule works out.  The public is also reminded that the City’s recycling bin is to be used by only residents living inside the city limits.  Rural contributions to the trailer are not acceptable.  If persons living outside the city limits wish to recycle, they are asked to use the county-owned bins located in Algona.

Councilman Johnson questioned Supt. Meyer on the storm drain in need of repair at the north end of Fourth Street, tree trimming, weed spraying, painting of parking lines on Broad Street, and underground electric service in the side yard of the property at 514 Kossuth Street.  The Clerk to contact the resident living at 602 Kossuth Street concerning  overhead electric service to his property once the existing service is buried and the pole removed at 514 Kossuth Street.  The resident at 514 Kossuth Street will be responsible for all costs associated with removing the two maple trees that are currently growing in the west parking of his property as he is the party wanting to have them eliminated due to his plans for construction of a new garage.
The Mayor and Council reviewed and approved salaries the Library Board of Trustees awarded to their employees for fiscal year 2014-15 as:  Sandra Long, Library Director (part-time) to receive $14.95 per hour with 116 hrs. paid vacation; Joy Metzger, Assistant Director (part time) to receive $11.35 per hour with 48 hrs. paid vacation; and Judy Erdman, Library Clerk (part time) to receive $10.05 per hour with 24 hrs. paid vacation.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 7, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
