MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, April 3, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 3, 2014 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included D. Mike Mosbach, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

The Mayor and Council heard from D. Mike Mosbach regarding natural gas usage and charges on his “Hog Barns” utility bill due on or before April 20, 2014.  Mosbach stated that as the meter was last read in December and the usage seemed high, he was not aware of a gas leak on his side of the meter until the meter was read again by the City on March 24.  He felt the excess gas usage would not have been a problem as he would have fixed the leak as soon as it was indicated had the meter been read in January or February.  He is asking for the Council’s consideration of a cost adjustment on the account.  
The Council thanked Mosbach for his presentation and asked the Clerk to compare the 2012 and 2013 usage for the same four month period (December through March) with what was recorded in 2014; a decision to be made upon review of these findings.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 3, 2014 Regular Council meeting and the March 20, 2014 Special Meeting were approved as published in the March 13, 2014 and April 3, 2014 editions of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of March, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $13442.68; Electric $51379.76; Gas $82186.57; Water $9185.37; Sewer Rental $3019.44; Solid Waste $4329.95; Payroll $16449.09; Equipment $3501.84; Special Account $1124.55; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $4728.90; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $106.70; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $500.00; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $49.74; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to accept the March, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $61292.16; Total (all) Employee Wages $8709.29; Mayor and Council Wages (1st quarter 2014) $734.39; Card Services, purchases at Library and Natural Gas meeting/lodging $707.96; MaxYield Cooperative, February statement $1681.50; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February sales taxes $1866.00; Century Link, February telephone bills $347.36; Kirkwood Community College, class registration fee (James Zinnel) for sewer plant treatment certification $435.00; Matt Koppen, refund of customer deposit (applied to utility bill) $200.00; R D Drenkow, March cafeteria plan withholding $253.84; Kossuth County Library Association, meeting registration fee $20.00; Gale/Cengage Learning, large print books $59.97; The Library Store, Inc., supplies $317.76; MicroMarketing, audio books $44.94; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $201.97; Janan Gillis, (Library) cleaning and reimbursement for cleaning supplies $123.20; K-Mart, DVDs $29.98; Iowa Park & Recreation Assoc., CPO registration/continuing ed $135.00; James Zinnel, mileage reimbursement $106.40; Iowa Department of Public Health, 2014 registration of Swimming Pool $35.00; L & G Inc., March statement $443.75; Presto-X, maintenance shed pest control $85.22; J P Cooke Co., animal licensing registration books $10.00; Tascha Wykoff, monthly cleaning at Community Center $150.00; TrimLine Painting, interior painting at Community Center $499.54; NIACOG, Phase II Housing Rehab technical services and local matches $8,900.00; DGR Engineering, Electric System Improvements project engineering fees (thru 2-28) $2,276.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33,963.59; Chapman Metering LLC, used meter purchased & testing fee $47.12; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution materials $323.14; T & R Electric, (1) rebuilt 500 KVA three-phase padmount $7,856.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement/meeting mileage $111.65; and American Public Gas Association,  “Public Awareness” GOAL program calling fee $158.92.

Also, Hawkins, chemicals $192.25; Hach, chemicals $318.97;  Thompson Farm Drainage, storm sewer line jetting $300.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; MaxYield Cooperative, March statement $1,363.76; Heath Consultants, battery for locater $39.22; Terry’s Welding, welding repairs $175.88; Jack’s OK Tire Service, used tire $233.95; Vessco, Inc., calibration column $152.68; Bryan Meyer, semi-annual reimbursement for cell phone/city usage $90.00; James Zinnel, semi-annual reimbursement for cell phone/city usage $90.00; Ayrshire Communications, internet services $68.63; Schmitt Hardware, March statement $211.10; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, March statement including Electric and Natural Gas membership dues and Gas construction materials resale $4,387.77; Bomgaars, March statement $115.40; Printing Services Inc., office supplies/inkjets $80.95; Counsel Office & Document, copies/copier lease $169.96; Central Iowa Distributing, March statement $221.55; Aramark Uniform Services, March statement $200.06; Whittemore Independent, March publications $331.72; Brown Supply Co., hose for trash pump and water leak repair materials $842.73; City of Whittemore, utilities $5,224.97; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses as $234.32.
Councilman Johnson submitted a bill from Bob Thilges in the amount of $16.56 for reimbursement of materials purchased for construction of the Little League infield groomer.
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Building Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:


John Armstrong:  Apply siding to the garage and a small portion on the house; replace house’s primary windows and doors; apply new eaves and gutters, remove existing deck and apply a walk-in platform.  All work to be completed at 524 Seventh Street, per Housing Rehabilitation grant.


Monica Diggins:  Replace all windows and siding on the house; apply new eaves and gutters on the house; replace entire sidewalk (approximately 60’) on east side of home/property.  All work to be completed at 508 Fourth Street, per Housing Rehabilitation grant.


Tom & Peg Illg:  Construct an 18’x18’ three-season room over existing concrete at southwest corner of house at 206 210 Street.


Ben Eischen:  Replace two existing basement windows with egress windows (on north side of house) at 200 Fourth Street.


Elizabeth Erdman:  Place a 4x6 wooden utility shed on east side of garage at 615 Second Street.  Also, put chicken-wire fencing up to contain eight chickens (all hens).  

The Clerk was asked to contact officials of A & J Construction seeking their cooperation in completing building permit applications for housing rehabilitation projects they are handling.

Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the five applications for Builder’s Permits as submitted by property owners.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

At this time Council reviewed electric rate information provided by DGR Engineering and they discussed other items pertaining to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects.  During the Thursday, March 20, 2014 Special Meeting the Council asked DGR Engineering staff to make adjustments to the figures they submitted during that meeting in an attempt to lower the overall electric rate increase, which at that time was projected to be 18%.  Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering tweaked the cash flow estimate a bit to lower slightly the additional revenue for FY15, and he adjusted future years a small amount to make up the difference.  At this time the end result is estimated to be an increase of 16.7% for electric rates in Whittemore.   
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve “Estimated Revenue – Option 2b” as presented by DGR Engineering which keeps the customer charge at its existing level and targets revenue to be approximately $602,724 for FY 2015.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

There was then an update given by email correspondence from Steve Wendt of NIACOG on the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Mayor Elbert has signed a letter addressed to Jeremy Babcock of the Iowa Economic Development Authority requesting a time extension amendment of the City’s Housing Contract, which is set to expire on May 31, 2014.  The request is for the maximum time extension of one year (to May 30, 2015) which will make it an overall three year contract, which is the standard now.  This action will also allow the City to proceed with a ninth project.
Due to a lack of applications, no decisions were made regarding the hiring of employees at the Swimming Pool in 2014; the Clerk to continue advertising for help, and the matter will be discussed again in May.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to keep the employee wages the same as those rates paid in 2013; namely:
Whittemore Swimming Pool Employee Wages

Manager:  $9.00 per hour

Co-Manager:  not-applicable

Returning Lifeguard:  $7.50 per hour

New Lifeguard:  $7.25 per hour
As season ticket prices have been the same since 2010, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to allow for a slight increase in price, with each ticket price being raised $5.00 in 2014.  Daily admission price to remain at that charged in 2013.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Whittemore Swimming Pool Season Ticket prices for 2014 are set at:

Family Season Ticket:  $85.00 each (price includes sales taxes)

Individual Season Ticket:  $55.00 each (price includes sales taxes)

10-Day Vacation Pass:  $30.00 each (price includes sales taxes)

Daily Admission Price (good for all day):  $4.00 per person

Council then reviewed a contract proposal by North Iowa Area Council of Governments to complete codification of the City of Whittemore’s code of ordinances.  State Code requires that every five years cities in Iowa update their municipal codes; the City of Whittemore’s was last accomplished in 2007.  Chris Diggins of NIACOG estimates the cost of services will not exceed $4,000. 
Resolution No. 2014-08; a Resolution Adopting an Agreement Between the North Iowa Area Council of Governments and the City of Whittemore to Retain the Services of NIACOG to Update and Complete Codification of the City of Whittemore’s Code of Ordinances was introduced.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2014-08.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-08 duly adopted.
Supt. Meyer then presented information from Maguire Iron, Inc. of Sioux Falls, South Dakota with regard to cleaning, inspecting and disinfecting the interior of the Whittemore water tower.  It has been several years since these services have been completed by Maguire Iron, Inc., the same company that erected our local 125,000 gallon sphere in 1993, and they estimate the cost to perform the work in 2014 will be $1,450.00.

At this time Resolution No. 2014-09 was presented, a Resolution Adopting the Proposed Service Contract by Maguire Iron, Inc. to Clean, Inspect and Disinfect the City of Whittemore’s Water Tower.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to adopt the resolution as proposed.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-09 duly adopted.

The Council discussed an estimate from Elbert Bros. Well Drilling of Whittemore to reline the drilled (city) well.  Total cost of the project would be $9,513.72.  Supt. Meyer stated that the work needs to be accomplished to prevent the head from dropping and to keep the integrity of the well intact.  Upon motions by Johnson and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the estimate was approved and the work was ordered to progress.

There followed the annual discussion concerning abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other nuisances; the Clerk was given a short list of property owners to be contacted to clean up or remove nuisances from their properties within the city limits of Whittemore.

Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Dave Koppen was appointed to serve a five-year term on the Board of Adjustment, replacing Willis Struecker who had served in the same capacity for many years.  Other Board of Adjustment members include Dean Dahlhauser, James Muller, Sondra Johnson and Shannon Book.

The date and time of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, May 5, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Whittemore’s April 2014 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed and it was announced that the following monies have been awarded to Whittemore applicants for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds:

Application By:




Project




Amount Awarded

Whittemore Fire Dept

New Bunker Gear




$
4,000.00

Whittemore Public Library
Video Surveillance Camera System



$
2,000.00
Whittemore EMS


New Automatic External Defibrillator (AED)

$            1,500.00










TOTAL

$
7,500.00

The Mayor and Council discussed several upcoming events in Whittemore that the community will need to get ready for; it is the Council’s consensus that we need to maintain the equipment we own and keep it in working order as we may have to stretch the longevity of it with the cost of the electric project becoming a reality.

Mayor Elbert passed along the compliment he received about Whittemore from Mr. John Kern of the Good Samaritan Society of Algona when the group hosted the First Thursday Coffee earlier this day.

Councilman Johnson reported the Little League infield groomer construction is complete and they are just waiting to receive the (used street sweeper) brooms from the City of West Bend as a donation toward the project.
Supt. Meyer brought forward the following items:

· Roger Kenne is selling the 18’ flatbed trailer he owns for $1,200.00.  Mr. Kenne has asked if the City would be interested in buying it as municipal employees are the ones who borrow it most often and the City has been storing it on their property for him for the last few years.  Council discussed the matter and elected to go ahead and purchase said trailer from Roger Kenne for the amount of $1,200.00.  In the past the trailer has been used to haul electric transformers and lumber for several community events, including the Fire Department’s Feather Party and the Legion’s hamburger stand at the Carnival.

· The garbage truck is experiencing problems and a number of cylinders are leaking; most have developed over the winter.  City staff to make repairs as needed.

· Employees will try and blade the dirt at the swimming pool to even out the lay of the land between the sidewalk and curb.

· The outside storm doors at the unused entries to City Hall and the former Devine Office Building are in bad shape and instead of replacing them again with new doors, Supt. Meyer suggested closing them up with wood and painting it to match the brick building.  Council approved the suggestion and also recommended painting the entry door at the southwest corner of the Devine Office Building.

Clerk Farrell reported the City of Whittemore will be participating in the Community-Wide Clean-Up Day offered by the Algona Community School District on Wednesday, April 23.  Ninth through twelfth grade aged students from the Algona schools, along with adult chaperones, will be bused to Whittemore to complete projects the Council so designates for city-owned properties and areas.  Some of these projects will include raking at Noah’s Park and the lawns at the Swimming Pool, Light Plant and Water Plant.  

Also, the Clerk stated that April was normally the month the Council would begin a preliminary review of information regarding employee health and dental insurance renewals.  However, last year we were offered the opportunity to guarantee our current insurance coverage to 18 months, and the City took advantage of this offer.  At this point most health policies will now renew all at once, during the month of December.  This is in accordance with the new Affordable Health Care Act. 
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 3, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk  
