MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 5, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 5, 2014 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Brian Thul, Sue Frideres, Joe Muller, Brandon Clinton and friend, Kelsey, and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  
Council met with and heard from Brian Thul regarding high water usage at a Whittemore property owned by Thul in February, 2014.  Mr. Thul presented reading material concerning inaccuracy issues with Sensus (brand) water meters installed in or after 2009.   Supt. Meyer stated the Sensus meter being reviewed by Thul is a turbine meter; the City of Whittemore uses only positive displacement meters.  Following his presentation Brian Thul stated he believes the City needs to clean the meters on a regular basis; he guaranteed the Council he did not use the 40,300 gallons of water as he has everything shut off in the building and only turns the water on when he needs to use it at 415 Broad Street.
The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Thul for his internet-generated information.  Supt. Meyer reported he has checked with other communities on their policies and what they would do in a similar situation.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider that city workers pull the water meter at Thulords and send it in for testing, having a representative of Brian Thul in attendance if he is unable to be there in person when the meter is pulled; if the meter tests within the parameters, Thul will be responsible for the cost of testing and whatever the difference is, per results of the test.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Council also requests that Thul pay all utilities in arrears at this time, except for the water and sewer charges in question.

Council met with Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Insurance Services to review employee supplemental insurances. An “Ancillary Carrier Analysis for 2014” was reviewed showing options for providers other than the current company, Dearborn National.  Frideres was asked to investigate Option 3 “Principal” for City of Whittemore full-time employees currently receiving such benefits.  Joe Muller, also of Farm & Home Insurance Services, gave a brief report on renewal of the City’s 2014-15 Business Insurance Package.  The new premium amount is $65,917.00, which is up $6,166 from last year due in part to Workman’s Comp claims, higher payroll figures, and increased property coverage per recommendation of the insuring company, therefore meeting the replacement cost insurance requirement.
The Mayor and Council thanked the representatives of Farm & Home Insurance Services for taking the time to attend tonight’s meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 3, 2014 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 17, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $46000.91; Electric $43744.77; Gas $86614.37; Water $9060.97; Sewer Rental $2978.78; Solid Waste $5040.25; Payroll $15336.30; Equipment $1877.80; Special Account $647.89; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $330.00; Road Use Tax $3206.64; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $2022.18; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $521.00; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $8830.93; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the April, 2014 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Supt. Meyer discussed radio read water meters and the City’s expected need of such equipment when the current inventory of manual-read meters is reduced in the future.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $44235.62; Total (all) Employee Wages $8639.80; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; Card Services, March credit card charges at Library, for Natural Gas OQ continuing education, and for Water licensing class registration fee $904.28; Roger Kenne, trailer $1200.00; Counsel Office & Document, utility bill tray for copier $200.00; Iowa Parks & Recreation, CPO continuing education $135.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March sales taxes $1732.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, 1st quarter 2014 use taxes $712.00; IRS, Form 941 1st quarter 2014 $425.17; A & J Construction, Housing Rehabilitation project $25549.00; Dick Collins Construction, balance due on a Housing Rehabilitation project $300.00; R D Drenkow & Co., (April) cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Sandy Long, reimbursement/books & laminating materials $26.05; Demco, step stools $110.46; MicroMarketing, audio books $156.97; Gale/Cengage, large-print books $59.97; Center Point Large Print, large-print books $83.88; K-Mart, DVDs $21.99; Janan Gillis, cleaning/reimbursement for supplies $124.48; Baker & Taylor, books and DVDs $541.12; Counsel Office & Document, copier leasing/copies $92.12; Pool Tech, chemicals contract for 2014 $4,845.42; Creative Stitches, Little League caps and t-shirts for 2014 season (all players) $1,308.00; NIACOG, Technical Services & Local Match for housing rehab projects $3,725.00; Iowa Lakes Community College, EMS Continuing Education $9.00; Tascha Wykoff, April cleaning at Community Center $150.00; Randy Mueller, clean-up & thatching of Noah’s Park $325.00; Presto-X, maintenance shed pest control $85.50; and A+ Tree Service, work done with boom truck for City ash tree $321.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $30,327.63; DGR Engineering, professional services for electric service project through 03-31-14 $3,957.78; Border States Electric, distribution materials $23.96; Kriz-Davis Co., electric safety handbook $102.67;  Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, registration fee/Plastic Pipe Workshop $370.00; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., freight on salt $589.67; Big Soo Terminal, bulk Cargill salt at Water Plant $2,967.62; Barco Municipal Products Inc., bolt ratchet wrench $110.41; Brown Supply Co., distribution materials $200.25; L & G Inc., April services $1,396.46; Elbert Bros Well Drilling Inc., April services $122.41; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $293.61; Quality Pump & Control, flow meter/on-site testing $688.10; Horizon’s Unlimited, recycling fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $996.32; Wentzel’s True Value, adapter $18.89; NAPA Auto Parts, equipment repair materials $75.14; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, Inc., tire repair $159.00; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., service/repairs pickups $629.18; Ernie Williams Ltd, mower filters and oil $56.13; CNH Capital, repair transmission on Case loader $872.08; Ayrshire Communications, telephone and internet services $141.40; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement 128.43; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $263.18; Whittemore Independent, publications $320.79; Dearborn National, quarterly life, dependent life, ADD & STD employee insurances $395.85; Century Link, phone bills at Swimming Pool & Water Plant and finals at City Hall, Light Plant and Library $134.76; AEGIS Loss Control, electric and natural gas employee training videos $45.45; Aramark Uniform Services, April services $200.06; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing $117.00; Metering & Technology Solutions, water meters & flange $1,422.82; Bomgaars, April charges $136.74; Algona Municipal Utilities, assist with power outage and work water valves $2,314.23; Schmitt Hardware, April statement $1,719.29; Iowa Finance Authority. semi-annual payment of note for new Water Plant, principal and interest $32,050.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,011.94; and City of Whittemore total petty cash expenses $400.80.
The Council requests Supt. Meyer contact Jim Schmitt about the charges by Schmitt Hardware for the furnace repair at the Library.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration: 

Maria Bargas:  Install 190’ at 4’ wooden privacy fence; 40’ chain link fence at south end of property.  All work at 407 Clay Street.  (Received prior approval by Schneider, Johnson and Simonson on April 11, 2014.)


Mrs. Lois Zimmerman:  Replace with new, the storm door on the east side of house at 618 Sixth Street.


Joshua Kramer:  Trim windows; paint south side of house; replace front door.  All work to be completed at 626 Seventh Street.


Maria Bargas:  To add 44 feet to garage for storage area and place for dogs.  Will be built to meet codes and if any questions, please call.  Also, apply vinyl siding to project once it is completed.  All work to be done at 407 Clay Street.


Mary Jean Carlson:  Replace with new, the existing sidewalk and pour concrete for a small patio area.  All work to be completed on north side of the house at 314 Kossuth Street.


Kim Groesbeck:  36x10 concrete drive to be poured from front of garage to house; also, pour a 10x10 concrete slab for a mental shed in the back yard.  All work at 513 Second Street.


Jim Thornton:  Place an 8x10 vinyl storage shed at the NE corner of property, outside the fence.  All work to be completed at 705 Fourth Street.


Norma Illg:  Pour a cement pad on south side of existing driveway to use as a turn-around to safely enter Fourth Street; apply handrail to existing porch area on west side of home.  All work to be completed at 211 Fourth Street.


David Rudder:  All work required by moderate rehabilitation specifications (by A & J Construction Co. for housing rehab project).  609 Broad Street.


Elizabeth Erdman:  All work required by moderate rehabilitation specifications (by A & J Construction Co. for housing rehab project).  615 Second Street.


Mark Bonnstetter:  All work required by moderate rehabilitation specifications (by A & J Construction Co. for housing rehab project).  614 Kossuth Street.


Delbert Ostwald:  Enclose one window on north side of house, the farthest west.  Reside area to match rest of house.  All work to be completed at 702 Palo Alto Street.


Ryan Nelson:  Install two egress windows on north wall of basement.  Complete siding project.  All work at 302 Palo Alto Street.


Marty Kollasch:  Install a 6’ wooden privacy fence, west 10’, north 25’ and east 10’ to partially enclosed the rear yard and around existing concrete patio slab.  All work at 502 Sixth Street.


Andrew Reising:  Construct a three-stall attached garage on the south side of house (doors facing west); replace windows and siding on house; replace entry doors.  All work to be completed at 105 Palo Alto Street.


Tim Schneider:  Pour concrete walk-way from house patio to alley; install an egress window in basement of house.  All work to be completed at 507 Sixth Street.

Walker questioned whether three projects around town that she had noticed had applied for permit applications; Clerk to investigate the names and addresses Walker noted.
The Council received applications for employment at the Swimming Pool for the 2014 season, those being from:

From:





Position Applied For:


Megann Schmidt, Whittemore


(returning) Lifeguard


Kylie Hoch, West Bend



(returning) Lifeguard


Cindy Schmidt, Whittemore


Part-Time Pool Manager

Council then reviewed all applicants and for the position of “Manager” at the Swimming Pool during the upcoming season.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to hire Cindy Schmidt and Jen Peterson as Co-Managers of the facility for the 2014 season.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

As has been the case all winter and spring since the City first started advertising the position in January, 2014, the Council continues to seek qualified lifeguards to work at the Whittemore Pool this summer.  EOE.  Applications are available at City Hall during regular office hours or by calling 515-884-2265.  The Clerk to contact West Bend city staff about the possibility of sharing lifeguards; at this time the City of Whittemore has three qualified lifeguards to work at the pool during the upcoming season.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

At this time the Council reviewed the information provided by DGR Engineering regarding electric user rate ORDINANCE NO. 188.  In a correspondence from Blair Metzger of the Rock Rapids engineering firm, he stated the rate class descriptions and rate component costs reflect the figures that the Council approved during the special meeting held March 20, 2014.  Namely, Residential Service monthly Energy Charge will be all kWh at 11.8 cents with a customer charge of $10.00; Small Commercial Service (any commercial or industrial load with the service territory of City of Whittemore Municipal Electric with a monthly usage exceeding 5,000 kWh no more than twice in any 12-month period, for all purposes) the monthly Energy Charge will be all kWh at 10.5 cents with a customer charge of $10.00; Large Commercial Service (any commercial or industrial load within the City of Whittemore Municipal Electric service territory with monthly usage that exceeds 5,000 kWh more than two times in any 12-month period, for all purposes) the monthly Energy Charge will be all kWh at 3.3 cents plus a customer charge of $12.00 and a Demand Charge (all kW) at $16.35.  Meter Demand and Power Factor Adjustment will also be applicable to Large Commercial Service customers.  Street Lighting monthly Energy Charge will be all kWh at 8.0 cents with a customer charge of $17.50.  Farm Customers who reside outside the city limits of the City of Whittemore who are served by the City of Whittemore Municipal Electric Utility will continue to be charged an additional Customer Charge equal to $15.00 per month to reflect the additional cost to serve those customers.  Re-Connect Fee for every potential customer shall be $15.00 connect fee if service was disconnected by previous customer.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to accept the Electric User Rate ORDINANCE NO. 188 as proposed by Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering, Rock Rapids, Iowa.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There followed formal introduction and the first reading of Electric User Rate ORDINANCE NO. 188 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 7-1-2 “ELECTRIC UTLITY”.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 188.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
The Council will again consider ORDINANCE NO. 188 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VI, CHAPTER 7-1-2 “ELECTRIC UTILITY” during the special meeting to be held later this month.

Council then reviewed the Underwriting Engagement Agreement for Electric Revenue Financing as prepared by Chip Schultz, Managing Director – Public Finance, at D. A. Davidson & Co. in Des Moines, Iowa.  The D. A. Davidson & Co. will serve as underwriter for the City of Whittemore on its proposed offering and issuance of approximately $2,200,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes, Series 2014. 

Resolution No. 2014-10; a Resolution Accepting the Underwriting Engagement Letter between D. A. Davidson & Co. and the City of Whittemore relating to the City’s Proposed Issuance of Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes was introduced.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2014-10.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

Council Member Lancaster introduced the following Resolution entitled, “Set Date, Tim and Place for a Public Hearing on Electric Revenue Loan Agreement – Resolution No. 2014-12; a Resolution fixing date for a Meeting on the Proposition to Authorize a Loan Agreement and the Issuance of Notes to Evidence the Obligations of the City thereunder; Not to Exceed $2,300,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes”, and moved that the same be adopted.  Council Member Schneider seconded the motion to adopt.  The roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-12 duly adopted.  
Per Resolution No. 2014-12, Council will meet in the Chambers of City Hall, 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore, Iowa at 5:30 o’clock P.M. on the 22nd day of May, 2014, for the purpose of taking action on the matter of the authorization of a Loan Agreement and the issuance of not to exceed $2,300,000 Electric Revenue Capital Loan Notes to evidence the obligations of the City thereunder, the proceeds of which will be used to provide funds to pay the costs of improvements and extensions to the Municipal Electric Utility, including construction of transmission, substation, and distribution facilities to serve the Municipal Electric Utility, acquiring and installing equipment to integrate the new facilities with the existing distribution circuits and the power plant, and other miscellaneous improvements, extensions and equipment purchases to benefit the utility.
With regard to other items pertaining to Whittemore Municipal Utilities Electric Service Projects, Council reviewed a “Project Schedule” by DGR Engineering of Rock Rapids, Iowa for Electric System Improvements for the City of Whittemore as of May 1, 2014 and also a conceptual layout by Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering (received May 5, 2014) of the proposed 235’x110’ property to be purchased from Gary Peterson for the site of the fenced-in substation area.  Supt. Meyer was asked to contact Gary Peterson with the latest update.
Council reviewed an email update from Steve Wendt of NIACOG regarding the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program.  To date, three rehab projects have been totally completed and re-certifications and re-inspections have been conducted on two other properties.  It is hoped that the final two projects can be under contract by mid-July.
Resolution No. 2014-11 was then introduced, a Resolution updating the “Signature Authorization for Alternate Signators” form for the Iowa Economic Development Authority as it relates to the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program.  According to Steve Wendt of NIACOG, the Iowa Economic Development Authority is requesting a new Alternate Signator form with a witness signature.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution No. 2014-11 and that the Signature Authorization for Alternate Signators form be updated.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon motions by Johnson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on July 10, 2014.

At this time the Clerks are putting together figures to amend the 2013-2014 Fiscal Year budget.  Notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend and a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 2, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The community beautification portion of the meeting included a listing of the many activities planned in Whittemore during the month of May 2014.  Mayor Elbert reminded everyone that Monday and Tuesday, May 26 and 27, will be the dates for the annual Whittemore Fun Days, oftentimes considered to be the official kick-off of summer in Kossuth County.
There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Councilperson Lancaster reported receiving Homeland Security “Incident Command” training at her workplace and she finds it to be very interesting.  She inquired of City emergency plans in place.
Councilperson Walker questioned the legality of the fire pit in place at 420 Fourth Street; Council believes it is within the standards set by the City of Whittemore, per ORDINANCE NO. 184 in October, 2013.

Councilman Johnson brought forward discussion on several issues, including a request by the Whittemore Fire Department to have a dumpster on site at the new Fire Station.  Upon further consideration, Council instructed Supt. Meyer to purchase three new dumpsters, one for use by WFD and the other two for use by the City of Whittemore.  Also reviewed by Johnson and the Council was the decision not to spend $3,500 for a transformer to be put into inventory.
Councilman Schneider reported concerns with the evergreens on the south side of 210 Street at the north edge of the City limits.  The trees continue to cause problems with visibility and near-accidents being reported in that area of town.  Council asked Supt. Meyer to contact Kossuth County roadway officials about the possibility of putting up a STOP sign affecting east bound traffic near the intersection of Fourth and 210 Streets.

Supt. Meyer reported on the following:

· A mag meter has gone bad at the sewer plant; Council approved Meyer’s request to replace said meter with a model costing approximately $3,500.

· Concerns are being expressed by neighbors of a property owner who has planted a fruit tree and raspberry bushes directly on a lot line.  As the City currently has no “set back” for trees, shrubs, etc. in the existing code of ordinances, the Clerk was asked to make note of the issue for future consideration when the Code is brought up to date within the next few months.
· There has been a request to remove a street light from the middle of the block by the property owner at 513 Third Street.  No action was taken at this time and the Clerk was asked to take a survey of the neighborhood before any final decision is made of the request.
Clerk Farrell reported a citizen has expressed concern of heavy traffic in the 200 block alley between Fourth and Fifth Streets.  The citizen would like to promote the safety of kids in her neighborhood and she is requesting “Slow – Children at Play” signs be erected at both ends of said alley.   Council approved the request and ordered city staff to see to prompt installation of such signs.

Supt. Meyer also brought forward discussions on:

· The current “Whittemore Municipal Utilities Underground Electric Policy” established by the Council on November 3, 2008.  It states, “The City of Whittemore will be responsible for the following:  the underground wire; the U-guard; the hookup on the pole; and the 200 amp socket and meter.  The customer will be responsible for the following:  trenching for the underground wire; the cost of a qualified electrician for hooking-up the line; and the load side of the socket on the house.”  Meyer is concerned with the ever-increasing cost of wire; Council asked him to survey surrounding communities on their policies and to report his findings back at a later date.
· Adequate parking for new apartments or condominium living within the city limits of Whittemore.  As the Council is updating the Code of Ordinances, now would be the time to take this matter into consideration.  The Clerk was asked to again make note of the issue for future consideration when the Code is brought up to date by NIACOG.
Per Supt. Meyer’s request and as a requirement of the city’s Natural Gas “Public Awareness” plan, the Council completed a “Sample Survey Questionnaire for Local Public Officials” regarding natural gas service in Whittemore.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 5, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
