MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, March 20, 2014 – 11:30 a.m.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in Special Session on Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 11:30 a.m.  in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Blair Metzger, Troy Metzger and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.
The Mayor and Council met with Blair Metzger and Troy Metzger, representatives of DGR Engineering of Rock Rapids, Iowa, to review the findings of the engineering firm’s rate study information and other items as they pertain to the upcoming Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects.  Blair Metzger stated that the Council needs to set rates where he believes they should be so everybody is paying their fair share for electric service, and that the engineering firm worked to develop actual rates that the City can apply to customers while also building modest reserves in the electric utility fund for unexpected expenses.  New rates would be put into effect on July 1, 2014 for Fiscal Year 2015 and beyond.  
Mr. (Blair) Metzger also stated that once the initial big jump is in place, they would mandate a 3% increase in rates per year for the next four years.  At this time DGR Engineering staff recommends council increase electric rates 18% overall the first year, which would enable the City to starting paying off the project costs.  Length of payment is focusing on twenty or twenty five years.  Also recommended by DGR was the implementation of a demand charge for large commercial customers. It was the Council’s consensus to hire DGR Engineering to continue monitoring the electric fund annually once the upgrade projects have been completed.
Due to his work schedule, Councilman Johnson excused himself from this meeting at 12:25 p.m.

Further discussion was held regarding the overall financial impact of the project, rate reclassification, and Cost-of-Service Study impacts.  Council asked DGR Engineering to keep the current meter charge structure in place and to re-work their numbers and present the adjusted information back to the Council in a timely manner at a future meeting.  Blair Metzger reported he will try and reduce the initial increase and tweak the remainder of the numbers as the project moves forward.

The Mayor and Council thanked Blair Metzger and Troy Metzger for their engineering services update.

No action was taken during this meeting to transfer monies from the Natural Gas Fund to the Electric Fund.

Resolution No. 2014-07 was introduced; a Resolution Approving an Agreement between Gatesman+Dave, Inc. and the City of Whittemore to Develop and Conduct Ongoing Assessments of Public Awareness Programs about Pipeline Safety; to Survey and Related Services for the American Public Gas Association GOAL Program.  In order to stay in compliance with the Iowa Utility Board’s requirement for a Public Awareness Program (a written, continuing public education program developed and implemented by Whittemore Municipal Utilities) the City of Whittemore needs to hire Gatesman+Dave to conduct telephone surveys on behalf of the municipality in accordance with the American Public Gas Association’s GOAL (Gas Overall Awareness Level) program.  
The AGPA-GOAL operates on a four-year cycle.  In year one a baseline study is conducted in the areas of all participating utilities.  In at least one of the next four years, customers and non-customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities will be poled to determine their gas safety knowledge.  Data from the call questions is collected in real time and a final report, designed to meet all compliance requirements, and is provided to the City.  A follow-up matching survey is conducted periodically to measure the change in knowledge as required by the regulations.  Cost to the City of Whittemore to hire this firm to make 274 customer calls and 274 non-customer calls is $158.92.  
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2014-07; a Resolution Approving an Agreement between Gatesman+Dave, Inc. and the City of Whittemore to Develop and Conduct Ongoing Assessments of Public Awareness Programs about Pipeline Safety; to Survey and Related Services for the American Public Gas Association GOAL Program.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried on unanimous vote, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-07 duly adopted.
Council reviewed a price quote from Tascha Wykoff, building maintenance custodian at the Whittemore Community Center, to paint the interior walls going down to (both) basement restrooms and also the entire men’s locker room as they have mildew on them and need to be painted before the warm weather arrives and the mildew spreads further than it already has.  Per her bid presented, she estimated the cost not to exceed $745.34.  The painting would be done by TrimLine Painting and Wykoff would do the prep work before the painters arrived.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the price quote/bid from Tascha Wykoff for interior painting at the Community Center.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Council also recommended she contact Vern Wichtendahl of Wichtendahl Painting to see if he would also be interested in bidding the project.
The Mayor and Council were given a list of people who hold keys to the Whittemore Community Center.

Landline telephone service for local municipal entities was discussed.  Don Miller of Ayrshire Communications has been in contact with city staff to discuss the new landline telephone service provided by Alliance Connect, which is now available in Whittemore and offered thru Ayrshire Communications.  Pricing is “Residential” at $24.79 per month and “Business” at $35.74 per month plus applicable taxes.  All new patrons of Alliance Connect are able to keep your existing telephone number.  Many features are included in this monthly fee along with 100 minutes toll free (on the first line).  

In support of a local business and as a cost savings to the municipal entities, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to convert all “City of Whittemore” landline telephone services from the current provider, CenturyLink, to the new provider, Alliance Connect thru Ayrshire Communications.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 20, 2014 Special Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

