MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 3, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 3, 2014 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson, Walker, Lancaster and Schneider (arriving at 5:35 p.m.).  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Mick Zimmerman, Eric Goodman, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

It was announced Councilman Johnson would be absent due to his son, Cole’s, emergency appendectomy surgery, which was performed at Kossuth Regional Health Center in Algona earlier this afternoon.

Mick Zimmerman was present to make a statement regarding the running of water in order to prevent water lines from freezing.  Zimmerman believes that if citizens are using trickle water to keep (water) lines from freezing during this unusually cold winter, the City should allow some sort of relief regarding the price of the commodity.  He stated the action is not only helping the citizen but it is also helping keep city-owned water lines from freezing.
The Mayor and Council thanked Mick Zimmerman for his concern.  At this time the Council took his statement under advisement and no further action was taken on the matter.  Supt. Meyer reported what other communities are doing under similar circumstances, in that no reimbursement is being given to customers as of March 1.  Meyer noted that it is the resident’s responsibility to maintain the service line from the curb stop into the home and that having a pencil lead-thin trickle of water running in order to prevent the lines from freezing is a far cheaper means of keeping the line open and the service running than it is to unknowingly allow the line to freeze and have to thaw or dig up the line in the event of breakage. 

Supt. Meyer also reported on the leaking fire hydrant at the southwest corner of the intersection of Seventh and Broad Streets.  Due to the nature of the incident, it is believed someone or a group of individuals could have been illegally tampering with the hydrant to cause the type of leak that existed.  Also, at the time the problem occurred, Meyer was out of town for a week and the temperatures were so extremely cold that repair crews could not work to solve the problem without causing further trouble in the area.  Temporary repairs have been made at the leak site and a permanent fix will be made when ground conditions become suitable for the task.
Fire Chief Eric Goodman was in attendance to brief the Council of the Whittemore Fire Department’s short and long-term goals.  He reported that in 2015 all of the unit’s bunker gear will be out of compliance according to NFPA (1971) standards, and that other big expenses will be forthcoming in the next five to seven years.  Goodman also stated that in 2013 WFD purchased six sets of updated bunker gear at the cost of $1,750 per set and it is hoped that in 2014 an additional six sets can be obtained.  The department applied for and received grants from Kossuth County Community Foundation and the Spirit Lake WalMart in 2013, and in 2014 and beyond they will continue to seek grants and any other form of monetary donations to assist in acquiring the safety equipment necessary to keep the unit in conformity with today’s NFPA standards.

Goodman also spoke about the Whittemore Ambulance Service’s goal to have three AEDs (Automated External Defibrillator) available within the community for emergency use, as there is only one in town right now.  The rescue squad would like to have two more made available in locations where larger groups of people gather.  He reported on a few more items that pertained to the local ambulance service, including the fact that Whittemore is only one of three EMT services in Kossuth County that offers 24/7 emergency response service.
The Mayor and Council thanked Eric Goodman for his annual report.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the February 3, 2014 Regular Council Meeting stand approved as published in the February 13, 2014 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of February, 2014 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $38419.22; Electric $47721.04; Gas $64444.73; Water $8911.23; Sewer Rental $2990.18; Solid Waste $4535.77; Payroll $15479.12; Equipment $1989.95; Special Account $647.89; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $4784.79; Customer Deposit $950.00; Debt Service $14.96; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.40; Library Regular $21.25; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Upon review motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s financial reports for February 2014.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $54744.65; Total (all) Employee Wages $8679.03; Bryan Meyer, January meeting expense/mileage reimbursement $119.35; Treasurer of Iowa, January sales taxes $1601.00; NIACOG, City’s portion of Housing Rehab administrative fees $1485.00; Card Services, Library purchases and Natural Gas meeting expense/lodging $151.40; Iowa Utilities Board, Natural Gas meeting registration fee $195.00; Iowa Parks & Recreation Association, CPO class registration fee $135.00; R D Drenkow, February cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Farmers State Bank, handling fees $20.70; Kossuth County Library Association, meeting registration fee $40.00; The Library Store, DVD discs and albums $117.51; Counsel Office & Document, Library copier lease and copies $103.63; Seventeen, subscription renewal $18.00; Gale Inc., books $149.93; In-Fisherman, subscription renewal $36.00; The Iowan, subscription renewal $38.00; MicroMarketing, DVDs $188.94; Janan Gillis, cleaning $120.00; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $395.25;Bob Thilges, reimbursement for materials purchased to construct Little League infield drag $31.02; Menard’s, fluorescent light/back room at City Hall $35.28; Whittemore Fire Department, annual payment toward new fire station $2,500.00; Iowa Lakes Community College, Kossuth Co. EMS Continuing Ed Day registration fees $90.00; Presto-X, pest control in City Maintenance Shed $85.22; and Tascha Wykoff, February cleaning at Community Center $150.00. 
Also, Barco Municipal Products, barricade reflectors $163.69; Wentzel’s True Value, 1 gallon sprayer $14.99; CNH Capital, Case loader repair parts $437.63; Kriz-Davis Co., (6) LED security light bulbs $834.60; Border States Electric, inventory items $241.83; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, 2nd PULL Agreement payment $542.76; DGR Engineering, Electric project professional services (through 01-31-14) $2,150.50; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $38,015.70; Bryan Meyer, February meeting/mileage reimbursement $105.00;Westrum Leak Detection, Inc., 7th & Broad Streets water leak detection $537.50; Brown Supply Co., water distribution/inventory materials $1,829.65; A I Processors, UPS postage/water samples $8.89; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $30.00; Algona Municipal Utilities, assist with water leaks/exercising valves $370.95; Highway Truck Equipment Inc., salt spreader for icy streets $1,750.00; Arnold Motor Supply, solenoid/socket/tubing for Case Loader  $34.37; Bomgaars, funnel and anti-freeze $42.26; Whittemore Independent, February publications $548.64; Ayrshire Communications, monthly internet charges $68.63; Randy Mueller, February snow removal at Library and Community Center $210.00; Printing Services Inc., office supplies/inkjets $289.45; Aramark Uniform Services, February services $225.03; L & G Inc., February services $802.50; City of Whittemore, city utilities $8,728.63; City of Whittemore, February petty cash expenses $313.04; Grass Masters, 2014 municipal lawn care plans $1422.95; Cook’s Scrap Iron, supplies to construct Little League infield groomer $273.68; Treasurer of Iowa, February sales taxes $1866.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $910.56; and MaxYield Cooperative, February statement $1681.50.
As the meeting was early in the month the Clerk explained a lot of the regular bills were not yet available for review or discussion; motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to approve the above-listed claims and also any regular bills that come in after the meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

There were no new applications for employment with the City of Whittemore.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Deputy City Clerk Andi Thompson reported there is a good number of area youth signed up for the 2014 Whittemore Little League program.  This summer Whittemore will be able to field the following teams:  Co-Ed T-Ball (Kindergarten), 1st & 2nd Grade Girls, 1st & 2nd Grade Boys and 3rd & 4th Grade Boys.  To date 52 kids are participating in this year’s schedule.  Although Councilman Johnson was not present to also update the Council, construction of the new infield groomer is close to being completed and it will definitely be an asset to the Whittemore Little League program and the maintenance plan for the diamond at Noah’s Park.

No decisions were made regarding any matters related to the 2014 season at the Whittemore Swimming Pool; the Clerk was asked to survey area communities that have pools to see what they will be charging for season tickets and paying for employee wages in 2014.
At this time Resolution No. 2014-04 was introduced; a Resolution to Adopt a Five-Year Electric Service “RPGI Participant Agreement Between Resale Power Group of Iowa and the City of Whittemore”.  This contract replaces the one-year contract for service between RPGI and the City of Whittemore that was signed last fall and shall continue for five (5) year terms until terminated by either party giving the other party written notice of termination of the agreement within (a minimum of) 24 months prior to the intended date of termination that can only take place at the end of the initial term or a successive five (5) year period.  The new contract has been reviewed by IAMU PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman and he suggested the Council approve the signing of the agreement during this meeting.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2014-04, a Resolution to Adopt a Five-Year Electric Service RPGI Participant Agreement Between the Resale Power Group of Iowa and the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-04 duly adopted.

The Clerk announced she has been in contact with Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering and he reports that the Rate Study they have been working on for the City of Whittemore is just about complete; they would like to meet with the Mayor and Council in about two weeks.  Following date suggestions the engineering firm put out for holding said gathering, the Mayor and Council decided to hold a special daytime meeting on Thursday, March 20, 2014, beginning around 11:30 a.m. or 12:00 Noon, whichever works best for representatives of DGR Engineering to attend.

The Council then reviewed an email correspondence from T J Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel, owners of “Pitchers” at 411 Broad Street here in Whittemore, whereby the owners request of the Council, an extension of their discounted utilities.  Council reviewed minutes of the March 4, 2013 meeting regarding the issue.  The minutes state:  At this time the Council heard a request for a one-year extension of the Economic Development Incentive granted by the Council to “Pitchers” in February 2012.  The incentive package allows any new business in Whittemore an opportunity to receive the first 12 months utilities “at cost”.  Councilman Simonson spoke on behalf of T J Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel, owners of “Pitchers” at 411 Broad Street.  The new owners are appreciative of the support extended to them during their first year in business and also at having been allowed to have their utilities at cost.  At this time they are requesting an additional year with the same benefits. Councilperson Fraser noted everyone needs to patronize the businesses we have in town and stated she was supportive of their request.  Councilman Brownell felt the bar and grill should be assessed at least a 50% add-on per the monthly rate charged to other local businesses, and that there should be a one-year sunset on any extension of the incentive.  

Upon further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to extend the economic development incentive to “Pitchers” adjusting the “at cost” to reflect a 25% increase above the bottom-line figure, and that the incentive be renewed again in one year, if necessary.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  Brownell.   Motion carried by a majority of AYE votes.  

Council held an open discussion on the matter and feel it is nice that the owners continue to make improvements to the infrastructure and that it good they have plans for the future.  As they state in their email: “… We are OK with that (more expenses than income from the business) and we continue to put our own money into the business so that we can get through the first five years and make the changes that we believe will put us over the top and provide a viable business long into the future”. 
Councilman Simonson expressed interest in setting up a plan whereby the issue does not have to present itself again next year and the owners can financially strategize accordingly.  Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the following economic development incentive package to be awarded to T J Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel, owners of Pitchers:
     
Time Frame



Incentive


1st year (Mar 2012-Feb 2013)

Utilities at cost


2nd year (Mar 2013-Feb 2014)

+25% increase above bottom-line figure


3rd year (Mar 2014-Feb 2015)

+ 37.5% increase above bottom-line figure


4th year (Mar 2015-Feb 2016)

+37.5% increase above bottom-line figure


5th year and beyond (Mar 2016 & after)
100% payment/no discount applied


Resolution No. 2014-05; a Resolution to Adopt a “Contract for Law Enforcement Services” Between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore, was presented.  Per the contract, annual compensation to the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office will be in the amount of $2,000.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2014-15 which adopts a “Contract for Law Enforcement Services” between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2014-05 was adopted.
A discussion followed regarding the possible procurement of a security system for the City of Whittemore.  To provide a safer environment for the communities of Kossuth County and to assist the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office in providing security for communities in Kossuth County, StateLine Cooperative CEO Larry Sterk has announced his company’s intent to donate up to $1,875 toward the purchase of a security system for each of the eight remaining communities (in Kossuth County) that do not have a security system as identified by the Kossuth County Sheriff.  Deadline to submit a request for reimbursement is before August 20, 2014.  Council members feel some sort of surveillance system would be beneficial to the community of Whittemore and help deter vandalism and theft in the area.  Therefore, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to start investigating and eventually purchasing for Whittemore, a security system that would be paid for, in part, by Stateline Cooperative.  City staff to research and make contacts with area businesses who sells and install such security cameras and equipment.  
Deputy Clerk Thompson reported on attending the landfill meeting that was hosted by the City of Spencer on February 12, and decisions and changes that will be forthcoming at the Northern Plains Regional Landfill at Graettinger in the near future.  Resolution No. 2014-06; a Resolution to Adopt a “Contract for Sanitary Landfill Services” between the City of Spencer (Operator) and the City of Whittemore, Iowa (Contributor), effective July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2017.  The only change between the existing contract, signed May 4, 2011, and the proposed new three-year contract is that Northern Plains Regional Landfill will (annually) be increasing the tipping fee 2% from the current rate.  After review of the proposed per-ton prices, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2014-06;a Resolution to Adopt a “Contract for Sanitary Landfill Services” between the City of Spencer (Operator) and the City of Whittemore, Iowa (Contributor).  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-06 duly adopted.
Due to the annual meeting of the Whittemore Gun Club being set for the first Monday in April, the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Thursday, April 3, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The March, 2014 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was highlighted to the Council and activities will be announced as time and schedules dictate.  Councilperson Walker noted a Relay for Life Breakfast Fundraiser will be held at the American Legion Hall in Whittemore on Sunday, March 23, with serving from 8:00 – 12:00 p.m.  The fundraiser is being conducted by the Relay for Life Team “Angels Among Us”.

There was no Council “Committee Reports” to be heard.

Councilperson Lancaster inquired about the low water pressure to the condominiums at the south end of Third Street; Supt. Meyer explained only a 2” main supplies service to the four-plex.
The Clerk reported that another of the ceiling fans at the Community Center has stopped working and the Council ordered that the two broken units be replaced by ones that are operative.  
Supt. Meyer briefly reported that the City might have to dig up a portion of Fifth Street near the A I Processors plant to fix a water valve; at the same time a by-pass might also need to be installed to control flow in the natural gas system.

It was noted by the Clerk that natural gas prices continue to go up and according to representatives at Clayton Energy Corp., “(2013-14) has been an ugly, bad winter and prices are on the rise; hopefully March will settle down.”  Farrell also stated that Spot (gas) price, which we buy to fill out the daily volume after we use our Forward Priced and Stored Gas, has ranged in price from $5.95 to $39.83 per unit.  Thankfully, Clayton Energy secured Forward Priced Gas at $3.8468 per MCF and Stored Gas at $5.231 per MCF.   
The upcoming meetings were reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 3, 2014 meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

