MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, January 6, 2014 – 5:30 P.M.

Mayor Daniel J. Elbert called to order the first regular Council meeting of the New Year on Monday, January 6, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Members present were Council members Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson, Karla Walker and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andy Wiita, Marv Johnson, Drew Evans, Sandy Long and Bryan Meyer.

Marv Johnson was present to discuss with the Council the $25.00 citation he received for violating Ordinance No. 168 which dictates no parking on city streets during a snow emergency.  Drew Evans was also in attendance at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the same issue.  Council thanked both individuals for coming to the meeting to discuss the fines they were given for parking on the street during an active “Snow Emergency”; upon review by the Council, both citations and all others that were issued during the declaration on December 30, 2013 were ordered to stand, and all parties are liable for their charges.
There were no other citizens present to be heard under the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Council met with Andy Wiita of Ayrshire Communications to discuss Whittemore’s local cable rates.  He announced that ATC patrons would be receiving a letter in the mail within a few days that declared a slight increase in monthly cable rates.  Effective February 1, 2014 the basic cable television rates will increase to $66.55 per month.  Mr. Wiita also stated that sometime in the near future, Ayrshire Communications will begin offering two new services, namely IPTV (Internet Protocol Television) and C-LECT, which is landline telephone service over the internet.  Cost of the landline telephone will be approximately $24.79 per month for residential and approximately $35.74 per month for business.  More information will be available shortly and Ayrshire Communications plans on holding an Open House as a means of launching public awareness and as an introduction to the new services.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the December 2, 2013 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the December 12, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of December, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $71716.45; Electric $45978.07; Gas $54662.03; Water $9202.05; Sewer Rental $3010.30; Solid Waste $4947.76; Payroll $18640.12; Equipment $3734.53; Special Account $633.64; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $180.00; Road Use Tax $4776.88; Customer Deposit $400.00; Debt Service $333.56; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $570.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.18; Library Regular $1618.25; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  The Mayor and Council expressed thanks to the public and businesses that donated to and attended the Library’s Pancake Breakfast fundraiser on December 8, 2013.  Gross receipts as of December 31, 2013 for the event were $1538.00.  The December 2013 report also reflects receipts from the Treasurer, State of Iowa, for Housing Rehabilitation Program draws.  Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to accept the December, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., December natural gas purchases, reservation charges and service fee $34865.17; Total (all) Employee Wages $10755.70; Total (all) Contract Labor $54.00; Total Mayor & Council Wages, 4th quarter 2014 $630.69; A & J Construction, Phase I Housing Rehab $29920.00; Stan Ellman Construction, Phase I Housing Rehab $22688.00; Card Services, November credit card purchases $604.55; Janan Gillis, November cleaning $100.00; MaxYield Coop, November statement $1213.86; Century Link, November phone bills $449.49; Farmers State Bank, tax on service charge $0.35; R D Drenkow & Co., November cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; ABC Windows, new (north) window in City Hall $559.00; Janan Gillis, December cleaning $144.00; Algona Publishing, subscription renewal $92.00; DEMCO, Library supply materials $68.86; American Patriot Pictures, DVD $19.99; Gale Inc., large print books $59.97; Center Point Large Print Books, books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $368.74; Micro Marketing, audio books $103.96; Office Depot, Library office supplies $65.28; Martha Stewart Living, subscription renewal $24.00; Our Iowa, subscription renewal $32.98; Ladies Home Journal, subscription renewal $9.99; Family Fun Magazine, subscription renewal $19.95; Ayrshire Communications, monthly internet charges $52.90; IMFOA, annual membership dues $40.00; NIACOG, Phase I Housing rehab (2 projects) $7450.00; Tascha Wykoff, December cleaning at Community Center $150.00;Kossuth County Extension, B Meyer continuing ed $35.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29862.29; and DGR Engineering, Electric upgrade project engineering fees $1179.89
.           

Also, Van-Hof Trucking, bulk salt freight charges $560.03; Tegra Corporation, bulk salt at Water Plant $2867.83; Brown Supply, ball check valve & reducer coupling $177.61; Fastenal, equipment part $17.67; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, December landfill fee $831.45; Agri-Services, parts for garbage truck and 2003 pickup tires $703.55; Tom Eischen Sales, chainsaw $512.95; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, parts & labor work on HyRanger and Garbage Trucks $962.00; Elbert Chevrolet, December statement $26.75; AI Processors, UPS shipping charges $18.22; DATA Tech, set up new utility bills and W2 forms $130.47; Bomgaars, December statement $532.79; Schmitt Hardware, new furnace at Library ($1395.00) and December statement $1,552.56; Iowa Utilities Board, remainder assessments billings $271.50; Randy Mueller, snow removal $140.00; Whittemore Independent, December publications and holiday greetings $507.50; L & G, Inc., December statement $480.00; Mangold Environmental, water and wastewater testing $463.00; Jessica Meyer, refund of Customer Deposit less final utility bill $42.25; Community Lumber, December statement $71.60; Kmart, December statement including new vacuum at Community Center $292.11; Aramark, monthly mops, rugs & uniform cleaning $200.06; Printing Supply Services, December office supplies $102.95; Counsel, December statement $154.03; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,176.28; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $256.24.  

Sandy Long was present to discuss the Schmitt Hardware charges and circumstances surrounding the installation of a new furnace at the Library.  Upon review of the situation it was the Council’s decision to pay the full amount due to Schmitt Hardware, but to also have Mayor Elbert propose a possible credit be applied to the City’s account, or some other means of compensation be given for the inconvenience and lack of warranty coverage as originally proposed by Jim Schmitt. 
Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to pay the bills as presented, along with any other regular outstanding bills that have not yet been received by the Clerk’s office.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following application for a Builder’s Permit was presented to the Council:


Tom & Amy Warrington:  Construct a pre-fab car port on existing concrete driveway at 502 Fifth Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the application for a Builder’s Permit was approved.

There were no applications for employment.  The Clerk stated office staff have begun advertising for qualified personnel to work at the Whittemore Swimming Pool during the 2014 season.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.
Resolution No. 2014-01; A Resolution Accepting an “Amendment to Contract” between Whittemore Municipal Utilities and Clayton Energy Corporation as it pertains to the November 1, 2006 Natural Gas Service Agreement was introduced.  The resolution proposes a 1% increase to the monthly service fee paid to Clayton Energy Corporation at this time; also, on each 4th annual anniversary of this agreement, such compensation as set forth in this article shall be increased two percent (2%). 
This is the first and only increase in monthly service fee compensation that has been assessed to the City of Whittemore by Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corporation since the City started doing business with the natural gas service provider over fifteen years ago.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2014-01.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2014-01 duly adopted.

Council reviewed a monthly “Status Report” by Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman dated December 27, 2013. Upon recommendation by PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman, action on Resolution No. 2014-02; A Resolution Adopting “Amendment #1” to the Service Agreement between the DGR Engineering and the City of Whittemore for “Design and Construction Services for System Configuration Option 2 with Substation Configuration A”, was tabled until the next regular meeting.

At this time the Council read an email from Steve Wendt, Community Development Planner with the North Iowa Area Council of Governments, which served as an update on the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program currently underway in Whittemore.  Contractors have been paid in full for two projects that have been completed, and the second half of Phase I will be finished in the near future.  The Housing Committee will next begin reviewing information pertaining to contractor awards for the next four projects in Phase II of the Whittemore Rehab Program.  Councilman Simonson, a member of the Whittemore Housing Committee, stated so far the 2012 recipients have been appreciative and satisfied with the work that has been accomplished in their homes through this rehabilitation program.
ORDINANCE NO. 187; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA BY DECREASING THE NUMBER OF LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES FROM SEVEN (7) MEMBERS TO FIVE (5) MEMBERS AND CHANGING THE COMPOSITION OF THE LIBRARY BOARD was next on the agenda.  However, at this time and as the ORDINANCE does not have to be adopted until July 1, 2014, Library Director Sandy Long and Clerk Farrell requested that the Council table any action on the document in order for the Library Board of Trustees to re-evaluate 5-4-1 ORGANIZATION OF BOARD, 1. “Term of Office”.  Council granted the request and action on ORDINANCE NO. 187 was tabled until a later date.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve renewal applications for a Class C Liquor license and a Sunday Sale Privilege by T & S Ventures, Inc., DBA “Pitchers”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed over the Internet.

Upon motions by Johnson and Walker and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 18, 2014 for the 14th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.

Next to be considered were large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2014-2015 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  Item or project costs to be built-in to the new budget include $125,000 for street repairs with the cost to be divided between the General Fund and Road Use Tax fund, and $30,000 for new odorizer at the (natural gas) Town Border Station.  The Council also set aside funds to possibly replace overhead lighting at the Community Center, repair/replace the roof of the control building at the Sewer Plant, and monies to continue with improvements of the basketball/tennis court area at Noah’s Park.  Council reviewed a 2013-14 “City Tax Rates” schedule for communities in Kossuth and Palo Alto counties and discussed current and future taxation rates for Whittemore; Council took no action on such levies at this time.

Councilman Johnson would like to review and/or update current City of Whittemore equipment “Maintenance Records” used by municipal employees.
Whittemore’s “Community Events” schedule for January 2014 was reviewed.  

The date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 3, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Councilperson Walker questioned the ice build-up on the north side of the Community Center; it was explained that the Center’s furnace vents out of the building on that side, thus resulting in the vapor freezing against the structure.  

Councilman Schneider reported he continues to receive complaints against the evergreen trees that are planted on private properties along the north city limits and south lane of 210 Street as it enters/exits Whittemore.  Clerk Farrell reported letters have been sent to the property/tree owners requesting action be taken to trim or remove the trees, but that no response from either party has been received at City Hall as of the January 6, 2014 regular meeting.

Supt. Meyer reported on the following:

· As a result of the extremely cold weather we have been experiencing, a water leak has developed in the 600 block of Seventh Street; repairs will be made as soon as the leak has been found and when L & G Inc. are available to assist with the work.

· Due to recent problems with Ordinance No. 168 as it pertains to declaration of a Snow Emergency and snow removal efforts, he suggested the Council consider amending Ordinance No. 168 to read similar to other larger communities in the area in that if Whittemore or southern Kossuth County is forecast to receive two or more inches of snow, a “Snow Emergency” is automatically put into effect for a 48-hour period.  At this time no action was taken on Supt. Meyer’s request to amend Ordinance No. 168.  
Clerk Farrell stated once a declaration is made, city staff immediately contacts KLGA Radio (92.7 FM) to broadcast the decision as a Public Service Announcement.  Also, the decision is posted on the community’s website, www.whittemoreiowa.com
· City is in need of new street sanding equipment as the sander currently in use is corroded and falling apart due to the composition of materials used to help with melting, etc.  Council approved the superintendent’s request to purchase a mobile unit that will work in the city pickup.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the January 6, 2014 regular meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

