MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 2, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 2, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Karla Walker, Sheriff Steve Kollasch, Sandy Long, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

Mayor Elbert welcomed Tim Schneider to his first official meeting and he expressed hope that everyone had a nice Thanksgiving holiday.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Hear Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Due to the resignation of Craig Brownell from the Council during the November 20, 2013 Special Meeting, the remaining members considered candidates to fill the vacancy.  As no other citizens had expressed interest in filling the temporary vacancy and as of January 1, 2014, per vote of the people during the November 5, 2013 City Election, Karla Walker is scheduled to begin a four-year term of service, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster that Karla Walker be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Council created by the resignation of Craig Brownell.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

At this time the State of Iowa “Oath of Office” was recited by Karla Walker, Councilperson for the City of Whittemore.

Sheriff Steve Kollasch was in attendance to discuss the surveillance system that is being given in a drawing sponsored by the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office.  Several years ago similar equipment was awarded to the community of Ledyard; at this time Whittemore is one of the eight towns in the county that does not have its own law enforcement, thus making us eligible to win the package.  Estimated total value of the equipment is $2,700.  Council stated that Whittemore would definitely want to be considered as a community in the running to win this drawing.  Sheriff Kollasch also spoke of an entity that is willing to help subsidize funds to assist with the purchase of similar equipment if Whittemore is not fortunate enough to win this one-time give-away.  If such is the case and we do not win, Council would like Sheriff Kollasch to contact the benefactor who was discussed to let them know Whittemore is interested in purchasing a surveillance system at their own expense.

The minutes of the November 4, 2013 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the November 14, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  The Clerk handed out to each Council member a copy of the minutes of the November 20, 2013 Special Council Meeting, as submitted to the editor for publication in the December 5, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent, and these minutes were was also approved.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $39448.46; Electric $44835.40; Gas $54257.95; Water $9378.63; Sewer Rental $3069.10; Solid Waste $4542.80; Payroll $20545.83; Equipment $4104.15; Special Account $642.62; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $3005.74; Customer Deposit $225.00; Debt Service $1736.49; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1166.56; Library Renovations Savings $0.20; Library Regular $19.07; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Upon review, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept the November, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services and charges $38688.02; Total (all) Employee Wages $11839.75; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1257.00; R D Drenkow & Co., November cafeteria plan withholdings $317.30; Farmers State Bank, NSF check handling fee $5.00;  Iowa Finance Authority, new Water Treatment facility semi-annual loan payment $6898.83; MaxYield Co-Op, October statement $1524.99; Horizon’s Unlimited, October recyclables processing fee $50.00; ALA Member Services, membership renewal $198.00; Cengage Learning, large print books $149.93; National Geographic Society, subscription renewal $39.00; Country Living, subscription renewal $28.86; Center Point Large Print, large print books $83.88; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Baker & Taylor, DVDs, audio book and books $457.26; Judy Erdman, reimbursement (book) $9.99; Joy Metzger, reimbursement (meeting expenses) $45.50; Sandy Long, reimbursement (meeting expenses) $268.00; Counsel Office & Document, (Library) October copies and leasing fee $96.53; Schmitt Hardware, replace furnace at Library $752.75; Doors, Inc., keys at Community Center $36.84; KCEDC, annual fee for Postini virus protection program $36.00; Mark Bonnstetter, refund/balance of monies applied as “gap funding” in Housing Rehab $215.00; Ayrshire Communications, internet service $52.90; Bev Walker, shooting star decorations revitalized $557.61; Randy Mueller, yards cleaned-up on abandoned properties $130.00; and A & J Construction, Housing Rehab (M Bonnstetter) $29,920.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $30,908.63; Canadian Pacific Railway, annual payment of rental fee $30.00; Border States Electric, control relays $1,251.90; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $361.96; Hach Company, chemicals $299.61; A I Processors, UPS postage $9.33; Mangold Environmental, testing $78.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement (mileage) $110.60; Horizons Unlimited, November recyclables processing fee $50.00; SiteScapes, bench plaque $215.00; North Iowa Lumber, spray paint $8.98; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, garbage truck repairs $1,310.10; Jack’s OK Tire Service, four (4) new tires on 2008 Chevy pickup $695.00; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., new brakes & service on 2008 Chevy pickup $425.05; Bomgaars, November statement $158.44; 
Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, November statement including Annual Inspections (Gas) Regulator, Relief, and Cathodic Protection Leak Survey of business district, PULL Agreement No. 2 payment and Quarterly payment for Safety classes $2,050.88; Printing Services Inc., inkjet cartridges $63.99; Whittemore Independent, November publications $403.01; Data Technologies, annual renewal of Summit License Fee and Support Fee $2,208.99; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,555.29; Schmitt Hardware, November statement including installation of new compressor at Light Plant $487.95; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $167.05.
The Clerk noted the November payment to ABC Windows is being held until a problem with the new window that was installed at City Hall has been fixed.  Supt. Meyer reported there would be a bill coming from AGRI Tire Service in Emmetsburg for new tires on the 2003 Chevy pickup.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment and also any regular bills that have not yet been received due to the early date of the meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following application for a Builder’s Permit was submitted for Council consideration:

Mrs. Edna Potratz/Barb Teeter:  Build a 20’ handicap accessible service ramp off the southwest entrance door of the home at 520 Fourth Street.
Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the application for a Builder’s Permit was approved.

Library Director Sandy Long was in attendance to speak of the Board of Trustee’s consideration of a surveillance system for the facility.  Over the past several years, and most especially the last six months, there has been an on-going problem with break-ins at the Library and some expensive equipment has been stolen or damaged during these incidents.  Prices of the surveillance systems range from $1967 to $2981 and at this point members of the Board of Trustees are looking at the more expensive option as it can be expanded upon if need be.  Council agreed with investing in good surveillance equipment to help prevent further occurrences from happening at the Library; they also believe this would be a good project to submit on an application for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant monies.  

Councilman Schneider also spoke of the possible availability a system previously used by Tom Eischen Seed Sales that could be used at the Library or any other location in the community; Councilman Simonson would like to see such a surveillance system put to use at the Veteran’s Memorial where there have recently been acts of vandalism occurring to the statues.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council reviewed a five-year history of Stored Natural Gas purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. for the City of Whittemore.  It was also announced that Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy will be increasing his monthly service fee by approximately 10% sometime in the near future.  This is the first time there has been a raise in his fee since the City of Whittemore started doing business with Mr. Lindley over 15 years ago.

An “Electric Power Supply & Transmission Issues Status Report”, dated November 25, 2013 by PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman, was reviewed.  Councilman Johnson questions whether the City needs to be talking to local landowners about the possibility of purchasing property; Mayor and fellow Council members feel the City needs to wait to see what action we end up taking with  power suppliers and which engineering option works best for location of a substation, etc. 
As no written “Service Agreement” between DGR Engineering and the City of Whittemore for “Design & Construction Services for System Configuration Option 2 – 69 kV to Sub Near Town, 4.16 kV to Ex Sub Site” was available for Council review during this portion of tonight’s meeting, action on Resolution No. 2013-15 was again tabled until such a time when the document is presented to city officials.  
After considerable discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider, to set the rental fees at the Whittemore Community Center for calendar year 2014 as follows: 

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $150.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $20.00 minimum rental plus $2.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $30.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $10.00 per person, per season

Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The increase of $20.00 in the fee for “Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.” is the first price hike since 2009.  All other rates remain the same as charged in 2013.
During the November 4, 2013 regular meeting it was announced that Stundahl’s Cleaning would no longer be available to clean the Whittemore Community Center.  At that time Council directed staff to place an ad in the Whittemore Independent for “Help Wanted” as a means of finding and hiring a qualified individual or firm to perform the weekly cleaning duties at the city-owned facility.  The ad appeared on November 14, 2013 and from that one application to provide said cleaning services was generated.  Tascha Wykoff of Whittemore submitted her resume and list of qualifications for the cleaning contract.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to hire Tascha Wykoff for $150.00 per month to do the weekly cleaning, per items on the “Whittemore Community Center Check List”; should there be an event where the Center is not left in a suitable manner, an additional fee would be presented for the extra work to return it to its normal condition.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
Council reviewed comments by Steve Wendt, Community Development Planner with North Iowa Area Council of Governments as they pertain to the 2013 Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program.  A “Contractor Open House” will be held on December 3, 2013 for the four homes that included as Phase II project in the City of Whittemore.  Phase I of the 2012 Housing Rehab Program is winding down and improvements are evident in the homes that were worked on over the past several months.  Mr. Wendt also authorized first and final payment to A & J Construction of Eagle Grove for the rehab contract on the home at 614 Kossuth Street.
As part of the Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to name Tim Schneider to replace the late Kathy Fraser on the Whittemore Housing Committee.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The local committee now consists of Stuart Simonson, Craig Brownell and Tim Schneider.

The Clerk announced that in November the City of Whittemore sent a “Request for Proposal” for a FY 2013 Annual Examination and also a “Request for Proposal” for a FY 2013 Audit to five area CPA firms.  Jim Gage CPA called to report they do not provide municipal auditing services.  Hogan-Hansen, P.C. of Algona was the only other respondent.  Upon review of their proposal to perform an agreed upon procedures (AUP) engagement to satisfy the annual examination requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the one year ending June 30, 2013, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2013-17; a Resolution to Enter Into Contract with Hogan-Hansen CPA of Algona to Conduct Required Services to Satisfy the Annual Examination Requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for the Fiscal Year 2012-13 for a fee not to exceed $3,200.00.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-17 duly adopted.
At this time Resolution No. 2013-18 was introduced; a Resolution Authorizing the City Clerk to Certify to the Kossuth County Treasurer a Certificate for Collection of unpaid fees by the property owners for mowing/maintenance of the (abandoned) lawns/yards at 203 Kossuth Street, 614 Sixth Street and 502 Seventh Street here in Whittemore.  Total amounts due to the City (per property) are as follows:  


203 Kossuth Street:  $200.00     614 Sixth Street:  $325.00     502 Seventh Street:  $805.00

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to approved Resolution No. 2013-18.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-18 duly adopted.

The final resolution of the evening, No. 2013-19; a Resolution Approving a “Landlord Estoppel Certificate” Between the City of Whittemore as Landlord and Long Lines Wireless, LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability Company as Tenant, Affecting the Property Known as Whittemore, Iowa – Water Tower, was considered.  Currently Long Lines Wireless has a rental contract with the City of Whittemore whereby they pay $500.00 per month to the City which enables them to place their cellular equipment towers on top of the Whittemore water tower.  This “Certificate” states that the tenant (Long Lines) intends to assign its interest in the lease to LL Acquisition Company, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company (aka “Newco”) for the term of the lease, which is 07-10-2006 through the current term date of 07-09-2016, with a final expiration date of the lease on 07-09-2031.  The rental rate is $500.00 per month and such amount is subject to increase on 07-09-2016.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2013-19.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-19 duly adopted.
Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation presented the Council with a request for funding of their 2014 Countywide Breakfast.  Any funds extended by the City of Whittemore will be used toward “Speaker Fees” at the annual breakfast held every summer at St. Michael’s Parish Center in Whittemore.  As this is considered economic development by the Council, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to contribute $750.00 to be used toward “Speaker Fees” at the annual Countywide Breakfast to be held in July, 2014.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Whittemore’s busy “Community Events” schedule for December 2013 was reviewed.  Mayor Elbert encouraged everyone to attend the 13th Annual “It’s A Wonderful Life In Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” which will be held throughout the beautifully decorated downtown business district on Friday, December 6 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  A turkey drawing will be held at the end of the event at approximately 7:00 p.m. at Pitchers.  Council was also reminded of the upcoming 14th Annual Whittemore Chili Cook-Off Contest & Soup Supper, sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club, which will be held on Saturday, January 18, 2014 at St. Michael’s Parish Center.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, January 6, 2014 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Due to the death of Kathy Fraser and the resignation of Craig Brownell, along with the appointments of Tim Schneider and Karla Walker, Council made the following updates to City Committees; now serving are:


Streets & Overall City Appearance Committee:  Stuart Simonson and Becky Lancaster


Parks & Recreation Committee:  Tim Schneider and Stuart Simonson


Equipment, City Buildings/City Grounds Committee:  Rod Johnson and Tim Schneider


City Hall Operations and City Personnel Committee:  Karla Walker, Becky Lancaster and Dan Elbert


Library Committee:  Karla Walker and Dan Elbert

Councilman Schneider reported receiving complaints regarding the overgrown evergreen trees located on the north side of the properties at 100 Fourth Street and 101 Fifth Street and the problems drivers are having trying to see oncoming traffic as they stop at the signs posted on the south side of 210 Street.  Staff to investigate if the city has any legal say in the matter as 210 Street is a County-owned blacktop at the north edge of the city limits.  Council also asked that a friendly letter be sent to the property owners asking them to consider trimming the branches back or even cutting the trees down for safety’s sake of drivers and passengers in vehicles using the roadway.
Supt. Meyer spoke on the following issues:

· McPeak Trenching has been asked to bore the underground line for electric service to the new pole set for a security light to be placed on the west side of the road in the 100 block of Fourth Street.  They will get to the work when their schedule allows.

· The City has been experiencing problems with having people call to rent a dumpster and then not using it in a timely manner when it becomes available to them.  In several instances it has been weeks before the user gets around to doing their work and returning it to the City.  Meyer proposes imposing a system of charging by the week if the dumpster is not put into immediate use.  Council advised Meyer to charge at his own discretion.

· Supt. Meyer thanked the Mayor and Council for their support over the past few months during the time both of his parents were sick and after their deaths.

Council reviewed the “Abstract of Votes” issued by the Board of Supervisors of Kossuth County, Iowa, following the November 5, 2013 City Election with regard to the number of votes cast for the Mayoral and Councilperson election, and also Public Measure G which referred to the question, “Shall the City of Whittemore be authorized to decrease the number of people on the Board of Trustees of the Library from seven (7) members to five (5) members?”  Daniel J. Elbert received 98 votes and is declared Mayor for a four year term; Stuart A. Simonson received 94 votes and Karla Walker received 59 votes, both being declared Whittemore Councilperson at Large for a four year term; and there were 91 votes cast “For” and 6 votes cast “Against” Public Measure G, whereby the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors declared the public measure to be adopted.

Council awarded the Municipal and Library employees an annual Christmas bonus.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed which included the Kossuth and Palo Alto County City Clerks quarterly assembly to be held on Friday, December 6, 2013 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center here in Whittemore. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 2, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

