MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 – 5:30 p.m.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in Special Session on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Karla Walker, Andi Thompson, Laurie Dahlhauser, Dean Dahlhauser, Bev Walker, Don Lee, Ron Askland and City Attorney Brian Thul.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Mayor Elbert announced that the main purpose of this meeting was to fill the Council vacancy created by the unfortunate passing of Kathy Fraser.  At this point Mayor Elbert turned conduction of the meeting over to City Attorney Brian Thul for him to proceed in accordance with the law regarding the appointment-related agenda items.
City Attorney Thul reported the following individuals having declared an interest in serving on the Whittemore City Council:  Ron Askland, Laurie Dahlhauser, Craig Brownell and Tim Schneider.  He called for any other interested parties to make their intentions known at this time; there were none.  He then asked each individual to introduce themselves and give a brief statement as to why they feel qualified to sit on the Whittemore City Council.  It was noted that Tim Schneider was unable to attend tonight’s session due to his being out-of-town at a work-related meeting.

Following each candidate’s testimonial, Thul stated that the vacancy could be filled this evening by a majority vote as a quorum of the Council exists, unless the Council ultimately decides to fill the vacancy by Special Election. 
In order to qualify as a candidate for the vacancy on the Council, Craig Brownell submitted his resignation to Mayor Elbert, which he regretfully accepted. 

Moving forward, City Attorney announced that there are three members serving on the Whittemore City Council.  A quorum still exists, with two (2) now the majority of the members on the Council.  The legalities of filling the vacancy that exists on the Council due to the resignation of former Councilman Brownell were also reviewed.

Discussion of the four candidates followed.  Councilperson Lancaster asked that a review of the motioning and voting processing be explained for clarity.  City Attorney Thul reminded those present that 15 signatures of qualified voters would be required for anyone to petition the Council for a Special Election, and that such action would allow for recourse.  

Motion was then made by Simonson to appoint Ron Askland to fill the vacancy on the Council created by the death of Kathy Fraser.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Johnson then made a motion to appoint Craig Brownell to fill the vacancy on the Council created by the death of Kathy Fraser.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to appoint Tim Schneider to fill the vacancy on the Council created by the death of Kathy Fraser.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Former Councilman Brownell stated he appreciates the time he has served and he wished the Council good luck in the future.  He then excused himself from the meeting.

City Attorney Thul stated the Council can move forward from here unless a petition calling for a Special Election to fill the (Fraser) vacancy is presented within 14 days of this appointment.  If that is the case, tonight’s appointment is only temporary and the Council will be required to call for a Special Election to permanently fill the vacancy.  Due to the absence of Council-appointed Tim Schneider, no “Oath of Office” was addressed at this time.  Per City Attorney Brian Thul the Oath should be administered as soon as possible.
From the public in attendance, the Mayor and Council then called for and listened to comments regarding the appointment.

Action on Resolution No. 2013-15 – A Resolution Adopting a Service Agreement Between the DGR Engineering and the City of Whittemore for Design and Construction Services for System Configuration Option 2 – 69kV to Sub near Town, 4.16 kV to Ex Sub Site was tabled due to lack of information and paperwork from DGR Engineering pertaining to the Service Agreement; the item to be moved to the December 2, 2013 regular Council meeting agenda.

Council reviewed correspondences from Keith Eyler of ITC Midwest and Kris Stubbs of Resale Power Group of Iowa pertaining to electric services.  No action was taken on either of the letters.

Council then discussed a “Plan Sponsor Election to Permit the Carryover of Unused Account Balances in a Health Flexible Spending Account” from Advantage Administrators.  Although the language of the document is somewhat confusing, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve/allow the newly-implemented carryover of unused Flexible Spending Account (up to $500.00 maximum) balances to the next Plan Year for each municipal employees who is enrolled in the Advantage Administrator program through the City of Whittemore.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Mayor and Council briefly discussed with City Attorney Thul action that was tabled during the last regular meeting regarding the latest burglaries in Whittemore; Thul to put together a preliminary draft of a letter to legal authorities involved in the proceedings.  Such a letter will be presented to the Mayor and Council for their review during the December 2, 2013 regular Council meeting.
Councilman Simonson reported an arm on one of the statues at the Veteran’s Memorial at Noah’s Park has been broken off in a recent act of vandalism.

Council reviewed an informational letter from Long Lines Wireless stating a change of ownership and that the cellular equipment placed on top of the Whittemore water town will transfer on the closing date (before Tuesday, December 31, 2013) to a wholly owned subsidiary of A T & T.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 20, 2013 Special Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
