MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 4, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 4, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  Absent:  Brownell.  A Council vacancy currently exists due to the unexpected death of (Councilperson) Kathy Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Roger and Sandy Hentges, and Karla Walker. 

Roger and Sandy Hentges were in attendance to discuss with the Council Ordinance No. 184 which was adopted during the October 8, 2013 regular meeting and went into effect upon publication in the October 17, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  The new law regulates burning within the city limits of Whittemore and the Hentges stated they were glad to see the removal of burn barrels as they have a problem with neighbors who are continually burning garden and yard waste, etc. Roger and Sandy stated that for their family, as with many others, a smoldering fire is the worst and elimination of the barrels will (hopefully) offer a solution to that specific problem.
Council also listened to the Hentges and the issues they have with open burning in general.  Council recommended that if the illegal burning continues they need to contact City Hall with their complaints in order for city staff to make contact with the parties involved to rectify the situation.  The Mayor and Council thanked Roger and Sandy Hentges for taking the time to attend tonight’s meeting.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 8, 2013 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the October 17, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $39293.77; Electric $47041.01; Gas $25139.10; Water $8641.94; Sewer Rental $3241.09; Solid Waste $4690.45; Payroll $16507.05; Equipment $1921.49; Special Account $633.64; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $20.00; Road Use Tax $5334.30; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $1358.73; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2000.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.20; Library Regular $6855.45; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings $615.00; and Community Enhancement $200.00. Council also reviewed (thru 10-31-13) expenses associated with Housing Rehabilitation and the Electric Service projects.  It was also noted that the master operating note at Farmers State Bank is completely paid off and the City is debt free at our local financial institution.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to accept the October, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for Council consideration and payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $27793.06; Total (all) Employee Wages $9264.02; Total (all) Contract Labor $31.50; Farmers State Bank, final payment (principal and interest) on Master Operating Note $5969.28; R D Drenkow & Co., total October employee cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Farmers State Bank, NSF service fee $5.00; Farmers State Bank, Trees Savings Account service fee $2.00; Fastenal, Inc., dump truck repair parts $60.78; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1530.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, use taxes $384.00; Internal Revenue Service, Third Quarter 2013 Form 941 $408.88; Border State Electric, Street Lighting and Electric distribution materials $341.33; KCEDC, LOIS update $15.00; NIACOG, Tech Services payment/IDEA Draw #3 $5175.00; Cenex, Halloween Party candy $22.58; Suite Photography, Halloween Party photo booth $125.00; Laurie Dahlhauser, reimbursement for Halloween Party decorating supplies, prizes and candy $325.81; Center Point Large Print, large print books $83.88; Russell Johnson, books purchased during ILA Conference $44.00; Cengage Learning, large print books $59.97; Demco, office supplies $57.95; Baker & Taylor, books, audio books, and DVDs $591.29; K-Mart, new vacuum cleaner, DVDs and program supplies (all Library) $197.83; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $18.50; Sandy Long, reimbursement $183.95; Janan Gillis, cleaning $90.00; Iowa Library Association, meeting registration fee $15.00; Counsel Office & Document, monthly copier leasing/copies $92.08; MicroMarketing LLC, audio book $29.95; and Field & Stream, subscription renewal $19.97.  

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36,511.85; Trupke Electric Motor, new air compressor at Light Plant $897.00; Northwest Communications, final website hosting fee $27.95; Arnold Motor Supply, mechanical repair parts $28.93; Central Iowa Distributing, Shop supplies $236.25; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., October statement $321.19; C J Cooper, random drug testing $32.00; Pool Tech, supplies $3.34; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $68.48; Border States Electric, batteries $63.18; Brown Supply Co., natural gas distribution supplies $195.31; American Glass Co., second door latch at Library and materials/labor to replace broken glass in south door of Community Center $460.00; Ayrshire Communications, City Hall internet $52.90; Fastenal, cement saw blade $154.41; Bomgaars, grease for Shop and weatherproofing materials $108.16; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa Inc., tires for Garbage truck $334.00; Bloom, flowers for Councilperson Kathy Fraser’s funeral $50.00; NIACOG, Technical Services as procured (funded from Local Match) for three Housing Rehab projects $1,500.00; Farm & Home Services, 2014 Treasurer’s Bond insurance premium $100.00; Emagine, 12-month website hosting fee; annual registration of whittemoreiowa.com; and remaining balance for design & development of new website $1,095.95; Colonial Research Chemical Corp., case of grease $216.21; Trans-Iowa Equipment, segment sets for Garbage Truck $269.90; Lacal Equipment Co., materials for Street Sweeper repairs $1,643.06; DGR Engineering, electric projects professional services (thru 09-30-13) $3,689.50; Stundahl’s Cleaning, final bill for cleaning at Community Center $125.00; America’s Best Choice Windows, new window at City Hall 559.00; G & G Construction, steel roof on Community Center $19,850.00; Community Lumber, wood/concrete materials for  sidewalk repair $31.52; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,276.20; and City of Whittemore, total October petty cash expenses $446.84.  The Clerk reported that due to the early meeting date, several of the regular bills have not yet been received.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed claims for payment, including any regular monthly bills that are received in routine fashion.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were presented:


Janan Gillis:  Remove and replace two windows on front (east) and south side of house.  All work to be completed at 604 Sixth Street.


Leola Knecht:  Install a new frame for walk-in door of garage and apply new tin siding on same building.  All work to be completed on extra garage on east side of property at 113 Palo Alto Street.


Norma Kressin:  Install a handrail up three steps to front door of home at 610 Sixth Street.


Brandon Clinton:  Apply a new roof/shingles, new west door, and two new windows on north side of house.  All work to be completed at 610 Fourth Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of those present, all applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as described.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council reviewed a “Whittemore Municipal Gas – Recent 3 Heating Seasons Report” made by Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. for the City of Whittemore.  It was also with relief that forward pricing on natural gas is less than it was about ten years ago when prices were well over $10.00 per measured unit.

A three-page “City of Whittemore Electric Power Supply & Transmission Issues Status Report” as of October 28, 2013 by PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman was reviewed and there also followed a discussion of the October 25, 2013 informational meeting attended by representatives of ITC, RPGI and municipal officials on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  

Resolution No. 2013-13, a Resolution to “Review and Accept a Proposal from DeWild, Grant & Reckert (DGR) Engineering for an Electric Rate Study” was presented.  Upon advisement from PULL Mentor Allen Bonderman for the need of a rate study, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2013-13 and accept the proposal by DGR Engineering for an estimated total cost of $11,000.00. Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Brownell.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-13 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2013-14, a Resolution “Declaring an Official Intent Under Treasury Regulation 1.150-2 to Issue Debt to Reimburse the City of Whittemore for Certain Original Expenditures Paid in Connection with Specified Projects” was introduced.  According to PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman the reason for this resolution is to ensure that all legitimate expenditures for the project are eligible for financing using tax-exempt electric revenue bonds.  It also ensures that the City does not spend money on items to later find out that they cannot be paid for with bond proceeds.  After further consideration motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to accept Resolution No. 2013-14 as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-14 duly adopted.
As no written “Service Agreement” between DGR Engineering and the City of Whittemore for “Design & Construction Services for System Configuration Option 2 – 69 kV to Sub Near Town, 4.16 kV to Ex Sub Site” was available for Council review during this portion of tonight’s meeting, action on Resolution No. 2013-15 was tabled until such a time when the document is presented to city officials.  Should said service agreement become available before the next regular meeting, and upon the advice of PULL Advisor Allen Bonderman, a special meeting of the Council will be called to review and accept the document in order to proceed in a timely manner with this portion of the electric project.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to table any further action on a proposal to continue with proceedings to vacate adjacent alley to the west of Block One (1) of Hotelling’s Addition, Original Town Plant to Whittemore, Kossuth County, Iowa.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Brownell.  Motion carried.  As the decision has been made to stop proceedings to vacate the above-described alley, no discussion followed nor was any action taken on Resolution No. 2013-16 – A “Resolution Setting a Public Hearing for Proposed Disposal of Interest in Real Property”, as prepared by Brian Thul, attorney for the City of Whittemore.
Council reviewed a “Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program Cumulative Budget Status” report prepared by Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments through Draw #3 and as of September 23, 2013.  Clerk Farrell reported that the City has received from the Iowa Department of Economic Authority the $5,175.00 draw request and that we have, in turn, issued a check to NIACOG for the same.

The need for a FY 2013 annual exam versus an audit was discussed; the Clerk to continue working towards a means of satisfying the Annual Examination Requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa before the deadline of March 31, 2014.
Stundahl Cleaning Service of Algona has given notice to the Council that their last day of cleaning at the Whittemore Community Center was Wednesday, October 30.  At this time the Council chose to place an ad in the Whittemore Independent seeking a qualified firm or individual to fulfill the needs defined by the City in order to keep the Community Center clean and available for rent upon request.
The active Whittemore “Community Calendar of Events” for November 2013 was reviewed and Council and the public are encouraged to check out the new Whittemore website at www.whittemoreiowa.com.  The site is continually updated by staff at City Hall and it gives a broad picture of current events and happenings in and around Whittemore, Iowa.

At this time the Council vacancy created by the unexpected death of Kathy Fraser was discussed.  As stated in Iowa Code Section 372.13, “A vacancy in an elective city office during a term of office shall be filled, at the council’s option, by one of the two following procedures:  (a) By Appointment, or (b) (1) By a Special Election.”  It was noted that the appointment “shall be made within forty days after the vacancy occurs”.  By the quorum present, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to choose to appoint a qualified individual to fill the vacancy, however, a Special Meeting will be called after the results of the November 5, 2013 City Election have been announced and before the forty (40) day deadline of November 27, 2013.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  
The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, December 2, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.
Councilman Johnson spoke of a concern expressed to him by businessman Kent Bonnstetter regarding Ordinance No. 178 and its order for “No Overnight Parking” along Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets during the period November 1 through April 1 annually. Bonnstetter believes it is a deterrent to him as he has customers who drop off vehicles the night before or during the evening hours for him to work on during the next business day.  City staff to contact Kent Bonnstetter about the availability of parking on the west side to the south of City Hall along Fourth Street.
Clerk Farrell reported it is the intent of the Library Board of Trustees to purchase a video surveillance camera for the building and that they will be applying for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant monies to help pay for the equipment, which has been estimated to cost between $2,500 and $10,000.  After a recent rash of burglaries, the Board deems it necessary to take this action to in order to prevent further theft of items donated to or purchased by the Library.

Following a brief discussion by the Council, Mayor Elbert was given permission to contact Kossuth County law enforcement officials regarding the status of recent burglary charges filed against a Whittemore resident.  Council believes some sort of statement, in the defense of local citizens, needs to be made by the City Attorney to be included as part of the case proceedings. 
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 4, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

