MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 4, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Brownell, Lancaster and Johnson (arriving at 5:45 p.m.)   Absent:  Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Karla Walker, Dave Koppen, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

Dave Koppen was in attendance to ask for the Council’s consideration to allow him to burn scrap wood from his business, should the Council decide to permanently ban open burning.  Koppen explained he burns approximately once every two weeks and only at an early-morning hour; he disposes of raw wood that has never been painted or varnished.  Several options for disposal of Koppen’s scrap wood were also discussed and the Council thanked Dave Koppen for taking the time to attend this meeting.
Council then reviewed a proposed ORDINANCE NO. 184 – AN ORDINANCE REGULATING BURNING WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA.  The revised ordinance would make void ORDINANCE NO. 155 which was adopted on September 8, 2005 and would totally ban all burning of refuse and waste materials from normal household or living and business conditions, and any burning of yard wastes such as grass clippings, leaves, tree limbs, bark, branches, flowers or garden plants.  The Mayor and Council feel the City has provided citizens with a more-than-adequate site for proper disposal of yard wastes and also that times and situations have changed over the years regarding disposal of refuse and waste materials from normal household or living and business conditions.  Council believes that a revision of ORDINANCE NO. 155 needs to be made to include stiff fines and penalties that would be applicable to persons violating the law by burning household trash.  Mayor Elbert suggested charging a fee to individuals who want to use a burn barrel on their property should a total burn ban not be implemented.
ORDINANCE NO. 184 – AN ORDINANCE REGULATING BURNING WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA was then introduced.  Council reviewed the document that would prohibit open burning within the city limits of Whittemore, there being three exemptions:  “Recreational Fires”, “Training Fires” and “Debris from Damage Caused by a Storm Event”.   Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson for initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 184.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Johnson and Brownell.  NAYS:  Simonson and Lancaster.  ABSENT:  Fraser. 

Due to the tie vote, along with the absence of Councilperson Fraser, any further action pertaining to ORDINANCE NO. 184 was tabled until the next regular meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 5, 2013 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 15, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $5041.57; Electric $48327.42; Gas $28339.41; Water $10821.39; Sewer Rental $3212.91; Solid Waste $4770.31; Payroll $22939.95; Equipment $1423.74; Special Account $2306.17; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $4887.04; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $42.31; Library Regular $49.32; Library Renovations Checking $none; Halloween Party Savings $272.78; and Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the August, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy, reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $23238.98; Total (all) Employee Wages $14024.94; Total (all) Contract Labor $87.75; SiteScapes, down-payment on new bench $740.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1138.00; Farmers State Bank, master note payment $7000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., August cafeteria plan withholdings $317.30; Sandy Long, reimbursement $209.54; Health, subscription renewal $12.97; Iowa Library Association, conference registration fee $206.00; Counsel, copier at Library $85.63; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Bugs N’ Stuff, annual pest control $140.00; Degen Extinguisher and Repair, extinguisher inspection $23.00; K-Mart, DVDs $17.98; Des Moines Register, annual weekday subscription renewal $233.44; Hometown Memories, books $48.95; Gale, Large print books $149.93; Center Point Large Print Books, books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $383.46; Upbeat, 2 sided bike rack (Library) $788.67; Ayrshire Communications, monthly internet charge $52.90; Northwest Communications, monthly website hosting fee $27.95; Kossuth County Treasurer, 2013 drainage taxes $128.70; Bloom, Dale Fraser funeral plant $48.59; Bonnstetter Auto Body, glue and work on Times Square clock $44.00; Bomgaars, part for clock at Times Square $1.65; KCEDC, donation for Visitor Guide & 2013 Countywide Breakfast Speaker Fee $750.00; Barco, shovel $49.95; Stundahl’s, August cleaning at Community Center $100.00; Kylie Hoch, reimbursement for Lifeguard training $140.00; Pool Tech, chemicals for pool $8.50; Randy Mueller, mowing of abandoned properties at 203 Kossuth and 502 Seventh $240.00; Fastenal, concession stand repair $16.44; Consolidated Ready Mix, concrete for street repair in front of Library $701.25; and Kenneth E. Farrell Estate, four lounge chairs to be used at the Swimming Pool $35.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36,651.88; Kriz – Davis Co., street light lamps $413.11; Westrum Leak Detection, water leak detection $537.50; Hawkins, chemicals $279.86; Vessco, Inc, water plant materials $508.35; Brown Supply, clamps $467.33; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Century Link, monthly telephone services, including fee to move FAX line $603.27; The Whittemore Independent, August publications $236.70; Schmitt Hardware, August statement (including $2,931.07 for installation of A/C at City Hall) $3,110.82; L & G, Inc., August statement $1,135.77; IAMU, safety training sessions and Natural Gas OQ seminar registration fee $1,531.26; AI Processors, UPS postage for mailing sewer and water samples $17.84; Printing Services, Inc, office supplies at City Hall and Light Plant $232.89; Iowa One Call, locates $14.50; City of Whittemore, utilities $2951.72; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expense $276.44.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

Buddy & Renee Graves:  Repair north line of privacy fence on property at 410 Kossuth Street, removing existing inset to the gate and using a smaller gate to have access to the rear yard; also, replace the (north) entry doors to the house.

Brad Buscher:   A 12x20 cement patio at 101 Fourth Street.

Jean Schumacher:  Repair front steps on south side of home at 120 Fourth Street.

Shannon Book:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 101 Palo Alto Street.

Ryan Nelson:  Reside house and garage at 302 Palo Alto Street.

Andrew Reising:  Cover all windows on south side of house in anticipation of building an attached garage on south side of home at a later date; also, replace existing window on east side of home.  All work to be completed at 105 Palo Alto Street.
Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-described applications for Builder’s Permits were approved.  Clerk was asked to contact Brian Bremer asking him to complete an application for the concrete driveway work he is doing at 502 Third Street.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Mayor and Council reviewed items pertaining to the upcoming Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects and Light Plant equipment upgrading, including a copy of a letter sent to Greg Fritz of NIMECA that was signed by Mayor Elbert confirming Whittemore’s interest in developing a power supply agreement and receiving power from NIMECA beginning January 1, 2015.  A “Status Report” by IAMU PULL advisor Allen Bonderman dated August 29 was read, along with a letter from Steven M. Nadel of Ahlers & Cooney, bond counsel for the City of Whittemore in this project. Mr. Bonderman also had submitted written comments regarding the Ahlers & Cooney letter, which were taken into consideration by the Council.  No action was taken on a resolution to formally accept Ahlers & Cooney as bond counsel as the document was submitted after the posting of this meeting’s agenda.  Council will adopt said resolution during the next regular meeting.

A correspondence from Bill Lindley regarding forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy on behalf of the City of Whittemore for the upcoming heating season was reviewed.

At this time Council began a review of Whittemore Municipal Utilities water rates and charges.  A comparison was made of Whittemore’s current rates and those charged by area communities, along with a cost analysis of the utility.  After further discussion and review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to increase the “User Fee” $11.00 per month and to also establish an “Outside the City Limits” User Fee of $15.00 per month.  Vote was all ayes; motion carried.  Changes will be formally adopted by Ordinance during the next regular meeting.  For future reference, the Clerk was asked to determine a flat-rate for Residential/Commercial customers, eliminating the existing tier of water rates.  The Clerk to also tentatively establish an “Industrial” rate for A I Processors for consideration at a later date.
A brief update on the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program was presented through correspondence from Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments.  Housing Committee members in attendance discussed the home at 610 Fourth Street that is to be included in Phase II of the program.  A lot of concern was voiced regarding the unkempt appearance of the property.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to send said property owner a “Notice to Abate Nuisance” order that includes a list of expectations for cleaning up the property within 10 days of the notice, or the City will do the work and charge accordingly.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  A copy of the notice to be sent to Steve Wendt of NIACOG for his reference.
Resolution No. 2013-10; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 City Street Financial Report was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Brownell and Johnson and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2013-10 was declared adopted.

There followed Resolution No. 2013-11; a Resolution Approving the Whittemore Public Library Board of Directors Intent to Reduce the Number of Members from Seven (7) to Five (5).  Library Director Sandy Long has reported to City officials that the Board of Directors wants to reduce the number of people serving due to a decline in city population and also for the fact that it is very difficult to find volunteers to serve in this capacity.  The two positions being eliminated are “city” seats.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2013-11.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-11 duly adopted.  The issue will also appear on the November 5, 2013 city ballot for the public to give their final approval or denial to the action as proposed by the Library’s Board of Directors.
Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the renewal applications for a Class E Liquor License (LE); a Class B Wine Permit (Carryout Wine); and a Class C Beer Permit (Carryout Beer) license (all) for Whittemore Water Works, LLC by Brian Thul were approved.  
Due to a scheduling conflict the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was set for Thursday, October 3, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall. 

The September 2013 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” schedule was reviewed.

Councilman Brownell requested the residents at 514 Palo Alto Street be sent a letter asking them to remove the stock trailer from the city parking where it has been situated for the past several weeks.

A short discussion regarding vacating or closing of the alley that exists west of Fifth Street and north of Ridge Street was held.  The Clerk was instructed to contact legal counsel for assistance in handling the issue in the most efficient and economical manner possible. 
Clerk Farrell gave a brief report on her discussion with the Public Works Director with the City of Spencer referencing street repairs and the means of assessing property owners for the cost of the work.   She also reported a “For Rent” notice will appear in the Independent during the month of September with regard to the parcel of hay ground (approximately 5.7 acres more or less) owned by the City that is located at the southeast corner of the city limits near the Sewer Plant.  The parcel will be available for cash rental on an annual basis beginning January 1, 2014.
Now that central air conditioning has been installed at City Hall the Council considered a bid from America’s Best Choice Windows in the amount of $477.00 to install a specialty window in the north wall of the Clerk’s office to replace the window A/C unit and glass block that currently exists.  Council believes the new (north) window should match the wood grain of the west window of the office.

A summary of the 2013 season at the Whittemore Swimming Pool was reviewed.  Several ideas for the 2014 season were considered; Councilman Brownell proposed the City host two fundraisers next year (one at the beginning of the season and one at the end) and offer “free” swimming for the summer.  A “Friends of the Whittemore Swimming Pool” fund could be established for donations to be used exclusively for the Pool.  No action was taken on the proposal at this time.  Municipal employee James Zinnel reported the pool cracks are soon going to be a major problem at the facility.  Council asked him to put together a report identifying the concrete cracks and areas that will need to be repaired next season before the pool opens in June.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 4, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
