MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, August 5, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 5, 2013 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Ashley McGraw, Karla Walker and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

2013 Swimming Pool Manager Ashley McGraw was in attendance to give a report to the Council on the season to date.  Ashley stated everything has been going very well this summer, experiencing only a few problems with employee scheduling.  There have been no issues or troubles as far as patrons of the pool are concerned and the Mayor and Council all noted they have not received a single complaint this year regarding the pool. She also stated she would not be returning to Whittemore for summer employment in 2014 and she made recommendation for next year’s manager.  Lifeguards will be returning to college and high school activities the second week of August; due to loss of qualified personnel the Council named 6:00 p.m. on Friday, August 16 as the closing time and date for the 2013 season.  Until that time and as need be, municipal workers and City Hall staff will become substitute workers in the bathhouse at the Pool.  The Mayor and Council wished her good luck in her future endeavors and thanked Ashley McGraw for her update and fine work at the Swimming Pool this past summer. 

The minutes of the July 1, 2013 Regular Council meeting and the minutes of the July 11, 2013 Special Council meeting were both approved as published in the July 11, 2013 and July 18, 2013 editions of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $10688.70; Electric $38888.29; Gas $29827.45; Water $8458.11; Sewer Rental $3144.25; Solid Waste $4778.66; Payroll $22803.48; Equipment $5042.11; Special Account $2147.98; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $4127.42; Customer Deposit $450.00; Debt Service $83.67; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $100.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.18; Library Regular $16.95; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  After a review of the monthly transactions, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the July, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $24268.50; Total (all) Employee Wages $15230.16; Total (all) Contract Labor $171.00; Farmers State Bank, deposit slips $73.54; NICAO, administrative fee for Energy Assistance $2.50; Horizon’s Unlimited, June recycling $50.00; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $238.00; Farmers State Bank, master note payment $7000.00; R. D. Drenkow & Co., June cafeteria plan withholding $253.84; NIACOG, Housing Rehab payment #6 $245.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement for Library-related costs $323.75; 
Baker & Taylor, books $382.73; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Gale Inc., large print books $59.97; MidAmerica Books, children’s books $109.70; MicroMarketing, audio books $143.92; Upstart, SRP supplies $46.85; The Library Store Inc., supplies $198.99; K-Mart, DVDs $60.97; Office Depot, supplies $99.97; Demco, office supplies $143.73; Mother Earth News, 2 year subscription renewal $24.95; Counsel Office & Document, (2) quarterly leasing/copies for Library copier $183.80; Iowa Library Services, meeting registration fee $15.00; ProBuild, materials for sidewalk replacement project $13.12; and GCC Ready Mix, concrete for new sidewalk/bicycle rack/pathway project $510.00.  

American Time Integrated Solutions, Time Square clock repair $249.85; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Stundahl’s Cleaning, July cleaning at Community Center $125.00; Ayrshire Communications, City Hall internet service $52.90; NIACOG, 2012 Housing Rehab Rehab Project 7th Installment $245.00; Randy Mueller, mowing of vacated property $105.00; Bryan Meyer, Light Plant materials $130.01; Cook’s Scrap Iron, materials for Concession Stand tinning project $8.22; A I Processors, UPS postage for Swimming Pool water sample $8.51; Universal, Inc., chemical to clean concrete at Pool before painting $1,446.84; Pool Tech, muriatic acid and second half of 2013 chemical contract $3,031.50; Kossuth County Environmental Health, 07-19-13 Class “A” Pool Inspection $270.00;T & R Electric, distribution materials $215.00; Algona Municipal Utilities, general maintenance/overhead line east of town $170.54; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36,851.10; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, 2nd billing on 1st PULL Agreement $510.00; Kriz-Davis Co., (2) 39W LED 120V flood lights $532.33; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $55.00; Iowa DNR, annual Public Water Supply Fee for FY 2014 $58.85; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $279.36; Hach Company, chemicals $352.31; Mangold Environmental Testing, Inc., wastewater testing $133.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; and City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,095.74.  

Also, Gene’s Tire Center, stem for mower tire $4.50; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chains for chain saw $36.00; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, lawn mower tire repair $12.75; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., July statement $4.50; Printing Services Inc., office supplies at City Hall $157.73; Community Lumber Supply, Concession Stand tinning supplies and concrete project at Library $495.72; Schmitt Hardware, July statement $161.31; Whittemore Independent, July publications $368.64; Bomgaars, (2) de-humidifiers at Community Center and misc. supplies $598.72; Iowa One Call, locates $11.00; Century Link, phone bills $498.75; City of Whittemore, July utilities $2,655.03; and City of Whittemore, (total) petty cash expenses $311.23.
Discussion followed concerning the deteriorated road surface that runs parallel to the new concrete sidewalk and handicap access at the Library. Council believes the rough area needs to be replaced by new concrete and requested the City employees get it done as soon as possible.  Council commended municipal workers for their good job in tinning the buildings at Noah’s Park.  Questions were raised concerning two of the above-listed bills; city staff to investigate before paying.  There being no further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to approve the claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were considered:

Dean & Laurie Dahlhauser:  Remove old and replace with steel, the shingles on roof of house.  Also apply new gutters.  All work to be completed at 215 Fifth Street due to damage sustained during the hail storm on Friday, July 13, 2012.


James Zinnel:  Construct and install a 50x18x5 wooden privacy fence on the north side of home at 210 Fourth Street.


Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz:  Install new windows in the garage at 206 Palo Alto Street as follows:  one double window on north wall and one double window on west wall.  Also, shingle roof of garage on property at 514 Second Street.

Melvin Fehr:  Reshingle roof of house; also replacing gutters.  All work to be completed at 306 Fifth Street due to damages sustained during the hail storm on Friday, July 13, 2012.


Gary Erdman:  Reshingle roof of house, garage and gazebo at 609 Second Street.  All work related to hail storm on Friday, July 13, 2012.


St. Michael’s Parish:  Reshingle roofs of Parish Center, Church and Rectory, applying steel shingles on the Church and Parish Center.  All work to be completed at 609-613 Third Street due to Friday, July 13, 2012 hail storm damage.


Eric Goodman:  Reshingle house and back garage.  Also, replace siding and garage door on back garage.  Replace deck with a small size and pour a 20x25 concrete patio.  All work to be completed at 507 Seventh Street.


Harold & Carol Bonnstetter:  Apply a  16x18 patio deck on west side of house at 714 Second Street.


Mick Zimmerman:  Build an attached 12x18 deck on east side of residence at 511 First Street.


Tom Illg:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 206 210 Street due to damage by hail storm on Friday, July 13, 2012.


Gary Erdman:  Put a 10x10 storage shed in back yard behind garage and east of existing storage shed at 609 Second Street.


Maria Bargas:  Install 36x24 concrete parking area on the south side of house; also, replace with new the sidewalk on property at 407 Clay Street.


Cory Curtis:  Reshingle single story garage and attachment at 619 Seventh Street due to hail storm on Friday, July 13, 2012.


Jerome & Nancy Knecht:  Moving old garage west and face it north to the alley.  Build a 26’x26’ new garage where old one is now.  26’x24’ driveway and sidewalk to the house on new garage, staying south from north side wall of old garage (from alley).  All work to be completed at 304 Broad Street.

Discussion followed concerning the permit application submitted by Jerome and Nancy Knecht.  Councilman Brownell questioned the availability of rear yard “green space” once the two garages are situated according to their plan; Supt. Meyer to investigate.  Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to accept all building permits, including the application by Jerome and Nancy Knecht even if a variance must be granted to the existing ordinance dictating green space.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.
At this time consideration was given to the proposed “Short Form of Agreement” between the City of Whittemore and DGR Engineering for Electric System Improvement Engineering Services related to the Whittemore Electric Project.  Upon recommendation by IAMU PULL advisor Allen Bonderman, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2013-08; a Resolution Accepting the Proposed “Short Form of Agreement” between the City of Whittemore and DGR Engineering.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-08 duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2013-09 was then presented; a Resolution Adopting the Gas Operating and Maintenance Plan – Division Three “Emergency Procedures” – as Updated by the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities for the City of Whittemore’s O & M Natural Gas Plan.  IAMU has provided the update to the City of Whittemore’s Natural Gas O & M Plan in order to comply with state and federal mandates.   Upon motions by Johnson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of Council members present, Resolution No. 2013-09 was approved and duly adopted.
Mayor and Council reviewed a correspondence from Bill Lindley regarding forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy on behalf of the City of Whittemore for the upcoming heating season.
The Council then discussed a price quote from John Wagner of Blacktop Service Co. for street repairs in 2013.  Total bid was in the amount of $2,753.00 for 423 sq. ft. of patching.  Supt. Meyer reported he looked into making these same repairs using concrete and he estimated the cost of (concrete) repairs to be approximately $1,400.00.  Councilman Brownell believes the City needs to start getting bids and seeking information from other communities on how they pay for large street repair/replacement projects; the Clerk to contact the City of Spencer as they are starting such projects in their municipality.  Council agrees that all of Palo Alto Street is in critical need of repair.  Brownell stated that street repairs need to be made and city coffers can no longer stand the expense alone; Council will investigate beginning the large repair/replacement projects in 2014.  Before undertaking such a major expense the Council will also investigate the condition of sanitary sewer lines and water lines running under the streets.  
After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to move forward with plans to make concrete (only) street patching repairs for 2013; Supt. Meyer to give direction on location.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

City staff was asked to contact the County regarding the possibility of having “SLOW – Turning Traffic” signage posted near the GCC Ready Mix concrete plant west of Whittemore.  

ORDINANCE NO. 155 - AN ORDINANCE REGULATING BURNING WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA, was reviewed.  Councilman Brownell requested this item be placed on this meeting’s agenda because of several complaints he has received from constituents regarding unlawful burning practices taking place within the city limits of Whittemore.  Brownell requests the Council change the ordinance to ban all types of burning, including by barrel; the only exception would be to allow a “Recreational Fire” as defined under existing law.  

Brownell noted that the community, at times, seems to struggle with air quality due to several hog confinement buildings being located within a close proximity to the city.  Council also pointed out that the City provides an excellent and easily accessible compost pile on the east side of Whittemore that is readily available for use by all citizens living within the community.  
After further discussion, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to ban all burning within the city limits of Whittemore, including the elimination of all burn barrels being used to dispose of refuse and yard wastes or otherwise; the exception being “Recreational Fires” as defined by existing law.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.  A new ordinance, which will include the proposed burn ban, will be drawn up and presented to the Council for consideration and passage during the next regular meeting.
Due to the first Monday in September being the Labor Day holiday, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 4, 2013, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
Councilman Brownell alerted the Mayor and Council of an upgrade of equipment at the Albion plant (a.k.a A I Processors) here in Whittemore.  He stated there could possibly be an interruption of electric service the morning of Friday, August 9, when a crane will be in town to off-load a new boiler.  Later in the month there will be another need for a temporary outage when the crane returns to install the new unit, but that date has not yet been determined.  Supt. Meyer reported citizens living in the neighborhood who will be affected by the interruption of service on August 9 have already been notified of the planned power outage.
The August, 2013 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  It was also announced that a benefit for Dale “Fred” Fraser, husband of Councilperson Kathy Fraser, would be held on Saturday, September 21, at the American Legion Hall here in Whittemore.  Dale was diagnosed with esophageal cancer in December 2012. Chemo and radiation were followed by resection surgery, which took place in March, 2013.  Devastating complications lead to life-threatening circumstances and he has been in the hospital or a medical rehabilitation facility since his surgery.  In early August, 2013, the cancer returned and started growing on his bones in four places. He now expects to return home to Whittemore to rest a bit before he begins more chemo in Spencer to slow the spread of the cancer.  Proceeds from the benefit planned for September 21, 2013 will be used to help defray expenses associated with his medical condition.  More details of the event will be announced closer to the date of occurrence.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Supt. Meyer reported on meetings and schools municipal employees are planning to attend over the next six weeks. 

Clerk Farrell reported of a complaint regarding tree trimming in an alley south of the main business district; the same party also requests the city look into replacing the sidewalk on her property and assessing the cost of the project to her property taxes.  

Council reviewed a written correspondence from Renee and Buddy Graves regarding their plans for the damaged privacy fence on their property at 410 Kossuth Street.  She reports they have finally been able to identify the insurance carrier for the at-fault drive and once they have been reimbursed for the damage they will contact a contractor and repairs will be made after measurements and materials are finalized.  They plan on making a minor change to the existing fence in that they wish to remove the inset to the gate and make the fence straight across, using a smaller gate for access to their rear-yard property.  Council is appreciative of their timely response and in having the repairs made before the onset of winter.

Council was informed that written notification has been made to D. Michael Mosbach regarding the termination of any and all rental agreements of the city-owned ground east of Whittemore Housing he has been haying for the past several years.  Notification declared any agreements will be considered null and void after September 1, 2013 and the 2013 haying season.  Council directed that a notice be published in the Whittemore Independent announcing that the ground will be available for calendar year leasing beginning January 1, 2014.  The City will be accepting bids to cash rent the ground (approximately 5.7 acres, more or less) from the date of publication up until 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 1, 2013.  If anyone has any questions regarding the land they should contact Supt. Bryan Meyer or City Hall during regular office hours.

City staff was also asked to: 
· Investigate the small stretch of city-owned land that was formerly used as a driveway to the old sewer plant that is now being farmed by Ron Kollasch.
· Contact Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware regarding the air conditioning system that was ordered for City Hall on July 17 but that has yet to be installed to the building; Council stated that if the new cooling system cannot be installed during the month of August, he will be asked to wait until next spring to do the work.  Also, he will not be paid until the work is completed.
The Clerk announced that 2013 is a City Election year.  Seats up for re-election are currently being held by Daniel J. Elbert, Mayor; Stuart A. Simonson, Council; and Craig Brownell, Council.  Each are four year terms of office.  Nomination Papers and Affidavit of Candidacy papers are now available at Whittemore City Hall.  Ten (10) qualified signatures are required for candidates seeking election in Whittemore.  The first day Nomination Papers and Affidavit of Candidacy Papers can be returned to City Hall is Monday, August 26 and the last day papers can be filed with the City Clerk is Thursday, September 19 at 5:00 p.m.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 5, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
