MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 7, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Ron Askland, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

Mayor Elbert commented on the nice display of local talent at the Legion Hall in Whittemore Saturday evening when members of the “Freedom Road” band played for family and friends.  Band members, including Dale and Kathy (Devine) Fraser of Whittemore, were celebrating being inducted into the Iowa Rock N’ Roll Hall of Fame on Sunday at Okoboji.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Ron Askland, CEO of Horizon’s Unlimited in Emmetsburg, was present to discuss recycling options and propose a contract between Horizon’s Unlimited to the City of Whittemore for said services.  The new contract with Horizon’s would be for the term November 1, 2011 to January 1, 2013.  The City of Whittemore would be responsible for purchasing a container and also for collection and delivery of the recyclables to the Horizon’s building in Emmetsburg.  The City, in turn, would not be charged for the processing of collected recyclables.
The Clerk was asked to contact city officials in Ruthven regarding their recent purchase of a recyclables trailer similar to what the City of Whittemore is looking to buy.  Councilman Brownell pointed out we need to be concerned about the timing of getting a recycling trailer to Whittemore as our contract with Shamrock Recycling will expire on October 31, 2011. 
After further discussion it was the Council decision to terminate the contract with Shamrock Recycling once we find and order a trailer than can be delivered to Whittemore in a timely manner coinciding with our needs.  It was stated it is the Council’s intent to sign the new two-year contract with Horizon’s Unlimited in Emmetsburg during the regular meeting in October, 2011.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 4, 2011 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 18, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $219495.80; Electric $45482.06; Gas $58600.20; Water $8663.74; Sewer Rental $3234.26; Solid Waste $4281.81; Payroll $20947.73; Equipment $2841.49; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $5041.61; Customer Deposit $305.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.36; Library Regular $115.10; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  
After a review of the monthly transactions, including a summary by Councilman Simonson of several years worth of major expenditures paid for upfront by the City of Whittemore, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to accept the August, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Councilman Brownell requested the Clerks put together a report of contract hours paid to municipal working individuals since Mark Lenz quit in September 2009.
The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $24573.13; Total (all) Employee Wages $14227.64; Total (all) Contract Labor $30.81; Farmers State Bank, Master Note paid off $167989.55; Horizon’s Unlimited, July service $123.05; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1445.00; Warmington Paint & Blasting, balance due for purchase of 1994 CCC garbage truck $9300.00; R. D. Drenkow & Co., July plan withholdings $387.68;  Joy Metzger, reimbursement $58.75; Janan Gillis, reimbursement and cleaning $95.46; Judy Erdman, reimbursement $19.26; K-Mart, Library supplies $113.64; Bugs N’ Stuff, pest control $125.00; Health, subscription renewal $12.97; Reminisce, subscription renewal $19.98; Iowa Library Association, conference registration fee $196.00; Counsel Office, copier lease and copies $167.02; Baker & Taylor, books $452.96; Thomas Bouregy & Co., books $139.50; Gale Inc., large-print books $149.97; Center Point Large Print Books, large-print books $82.68; Berninghaus Masonry, repair glass block windows at Community Center $9,330.76; Stundahl’s Cleaning, cleaning at Community Center $125.00; Emmetsburg Little League, 2011 Little League team dues $300.00; Creative Stitches, additional Swimming Pool fundraiser t-shirts $61.85; Pool Tech, balance of 2011 season contract $1,900.48; Cook’s Scrap Iron & Metal, oxygen at City maintenance shed $16.00; Heartland Environmental Distributors Inc., yellow/white traffic paint $307.45; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; and Whittemore Independent, August publications $206.56.

Also, Border States Electric, electric distribution $882.75; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33,824.58; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $320.00; Tegra Corporation, bulk salt $2,849.47; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., freight for bulk salt $535.59; Krudico, Inc., water plant materials $110.50; Vessco Inc., water plant materials $327.00; Elbert Bros Well Drilling Inc., well repairs $10,634.66; Share Corp., liquid deodorant $100.73; Horizons Unlimited, August service $123.05; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recycling fees $655.20; Tom Eischen Sales, Inc., chain saw repairs $81.69; Bonnstetter Auto Body, pick-up door repairs $462.00; Trans-Iowa Equipment Inc., broom for Street Sweeper $332.65; Gene’s Tire Center, August repairs statement $159.45;Elbert Chevrolet Inc., August statement $1,341.96; Buscher Bros., 1994 Garbage truck materials $143.82; Arnold Motor Supply, 1994 Garbage truck materials $108.91; NAPA Auto Parts, 1994 Garbage truck $215.59; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., 1994 Garbage truck welding $434.51; Lacal Equipment Inc., labels and manuals for 1994 Garbage truck $351.52; Farm & Home Services, add 1994 CCC Garbage truck to insurance policy $517.00; Iowa One Call, locates $7.20; Degen Extinguisher & Repair, inspections/testing of fire extinguishers $45.00; ATC Cablevision, internet services $70.81; A I Processors, UPS shipping charges $46.89; Aramark Uniform Services, August statement $169.69; Printing Services Inc., August office supplies $97.84; KCEDC, a portion of 2011 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees $750.00; IAMU, third quarter “Safety Meeting” dues $319.64; Schmitt Hardware, August statement $114.70; Bomgaars, August statement $263.65; Brown Supply Co., repair materials $980.35; L & G Inc., August statement of services $1,478.88; Mike Elbert, reimbursement $90.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement $370.45; Century Link, August telephone bills $425.09; and City of Whittemore, August petty cash expenses $330.44.
Councilman Simonson explained that the repairs by Berninghaus Masonry to eliminate windows and repair/replace glass block on the north wall at the Community Center were funded in part with a $4,000 grant from the Kossuth County Community Foundation and a $2,500 donation the from Whittemore Community Betterment Committee.  At this time he requests that the remaining balance of $2,830.76 be paid with funds from the City’s Community Center Savings Account.  He went on to report that in 2012 the City will be applying to KCCF for grant funds to be used at the Community Center to replace the northeast entrance door and enclose/cover the old aeration fan that existed along the east wall of the building.
Other worthwhile projects eligible for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds were also discussed.  Motion was then made by Kurtz and seconded by Lancaster to pay the above-listed claims and to also allow Community Center Savings Account funds to pay the remaining balance on the Berninghaus Masonry repair statement.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were presented for consideration:

Kay & Charles Elbert:  Reshingle house at 713 Second Street.


Janan J. Gillis:  Replace storm door on east side of house at 604 Sixth Street.


Andrew Struecker:  Replace windows, doors, and siding on house; also, do landscaping.  All work to take place at 419 Clay Street.


Norma Kressin:  Reshingle house at 610 Sixth Street.


Bill Stacy:  Apply new shingles to roof of garage at 606 Sixth Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Brownell and a unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications for Builder’s Permits were approved.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.  
There followed a final discussion regarding the establishment of a reconnect fee for utilities disconnected due to non-payment of an account.  The Clerk reaffirmed the Council’s August decision to charge a $75.00 reconnect fee for any service disconnected.  If only a single service (electricity or natural gas or water) is disconnected, it will be a $75.00 charge to reconnect.  

At this time ORDINANCE NO. 177, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA, AS IT PERTAINS TO CHARGING A RECONNECT FEE FOR UTILITIES DISCONNECTED DUE TO NON-PAYMENT OF AN ACCOUNT was introduced.  This fee is set at $75.00 per incident and will apply only to reconnects associated with utilities being disconnected due to non-payment of a (utility) account.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 177.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 177.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 177.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 177 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the September 15, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
Council reviewed a current “2011 Report of Natural Gas Storage Related Charges & Purchases” for the City of Whittemore by Clayton Energy Corp.

The Clerk gave the Council a brief update on progress being made with regard to the upcoming 2012 Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation program.  On September 1 city staff mailed out the “Income Eligibility” survey to each household within the 2012 program target area.  One hundred four households received letters while 24 were deemed ineligible due to one of the following reasons:  rental property, vacant, or vacancy due to homeowner being in the rest home.  These 104 households have until Tuesday, November 1, 2011 to return the survey.
As part of the application for a housing fund grant, the Iowa Department of Economic Development is encouraging procurement for technical services be completed in advance of submitting the application (due in November).  This procurement will help adequately describe the expertise of the firm that will provide the technical services in the application.  “Technical Services” include the administrative requirements that are site specific such as developing specifications for improvements on each respective home, addressing lead hazard issues, etc.

Under the direction of NIACOG, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell that Mayor Elbert sign four corresponding cover letters to be sent with “Requests for Proposals” for the above-described Technical Services.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  These letters were sent to the following firms:  Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation, North Iowa Area Council of Governments, Prairie Partners RC & D Office, and the Small Business Administration District Office. 
The date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2011 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  This will also be the date and time of the Public Hearing for the 2012 Owner-Occupied Home Rehabilitation program.

Resolution No. 2011-07; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2010-2011 City Street Financial Report was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2011-07 was declared adopted.

Council then considered a late night “No Parking” ban on Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets during the period November 1 through March 31.  In the past there have always been problems with snow removal efforts due to cars being parked on the street in the downtown business district.  If snow cannot be removed in a timely manner, citizen safety becomes a concern, and it is hoped that establishing a parking ban will help eliminate future problems as those that have been faced in the past.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kurtz to amend the City Code as it pertains to this issue during the October 11, 2011 regular meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Whittemore’s September 2011 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed by the Mayor and Council.  Councilman Simonson noted there would be no Legion Breakfast served this month, but that the monthly event will begin again on October 9.

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.
At approximately 6:25 p.m. Councilman Brownell was called away from the meeting due to a page for service on the ambulance crew.

The Clerk was asked to again send letters to residents who have unkempt properties.
Supt. Elbert reported on the following items:

· ITC will be conducting maintenance and repair work to the tie-line north of town near Highway 18.  In order to accomplish this work the City will need to generate.  Council requested the City contact ITC to see if they will subsidize the cost of our generation for eight hours in order for them to complete this project.
· The City has again contacted Kirk Moe to power wash the exterior of the water tower.  At this point the work has not been done.

· The new flow meter at the Sewer plant will be installed within the next few days.

· The City has contact G.W. “Pete” Howe Sanitation in Spencer regarding storm sewer jetting along Kossuth Street.  Council ordered the work be done yet this fall, along with the storm sewers that need to be dug up and repaired at the corner of Third and Kossuth and near the Community Center.

Deputy City Clerk Andi Thompson thanked Fire Chief Ron Meyer, the Fire Department and Elbert Chevrolet for getting the gas leak fixed on the antique 1935 Chevrolet fire truck, which is now being stored in the back bay of the old fire station here at City Hall.

It was noted three (3) Council seats are up for the City Election to be held on November 8, 2011.  They are:  Kathy Fraser, Ernie Kurtz and Becky Lancaster.  Nomination Papers and Affidavit of Candidacy papers are available at City Hall for anyone interested in running for election to the Council.  Deadline to return said papers is 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 22.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Due to the absence of two Council members and one municipal employee, the annual employee reviews were not held during this session and are now scheduled to be held during the October 11, 2011 regular meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 7, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

