MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz and Brownell.  Absent:  Lancaster.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Steve Wendt, Dana Heimbuch, Karla Walker, Renee Graves, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

At 5:30 p.m. Mayor Daniel J. Elbert announced that this was the named time and place for a Public Hearing, as per published notice, regarding authorization to submit a CDBG Housing Fund grant application to the Iowa Department of Economic Development for an owner-occupied housing rehabilitation program in a target area of the community.  Dana Heimbuch and Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments in Mason City were present to provide several comments during the Public Hearing in order to inform the Council and citizens in attendance about the application and the grant program itself.  This included how the need for a rehabilitation program was identified (starting with surveys pertaining to the City’s latest Comprehensive Housing Needs Assessment, which was completed in 2003; and subsequent research and follow-up pertaining to those surveys), proposed budget which identified sources and uses of funds including the request amount of the CDBG Housing Fund grant, the date that the application needs to be submitted to IDED (which is no later than December 7, 2011), statement that 100% of the federal funds will benefit LMI households (income limits based on family size in Kossuth County were shown), discussion of the target area (a map was provided to all citizens in attendance, followed by an explanation of the target area selection process), the nature of the proposed grant activity (examples of likely work to be completed for the assisted homeowners were given), and a statement that no persons or businesses will be displaced as a result of the proposed rehabilitation activity.
Dana Heimbuch and Steve Wendt then fielded questions from those in attendance.  There were no “Citizens Requests to be Heard”, nor were there any comments submitted prior to the Public Hearing.  Also, no oral objections were presented during the Hearing.  Mayor Elbert declared the Public Hearing to be closed at 5:48 p.m.

Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Brownell to adopt Resolution No. 2011-08, a resolution approving a 2012 Housing Fund grant application and committing local funds of $16,000.  Roll call vote was taken; vote was all AYES, motion carried.
By default, NIACOG has become the Technical Services advisor for the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Project.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to adopt Resolution No. 2011-09, a resolution selecting a Technical Services Provider for the City of Whittemore’s 2012 CDBG Iowa Housing Fund Grant, Subject to the Award of the Grant Funding by the CDBG Iowa Housing Fund Program.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz and Brownell.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.
At this time the Council considered the “City of Whittemore Community Development & Housing Needs Assessment” to be included in the 2012 Housing Fund grant application.  The group feels that the expanding mid-priced or affordable housing in the $40,000 to $50,000 range statement seems reasonable and applicable in 2011.  Therefore, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to adopt Resolution No. 2011-10, a Resolution adopting a “City of Whittemore Community Development & Housing Needs Assessment” to be included in the City of Whittemore 2012 CDBG Housing Fund Application to the Iowa Department of Economic Development for the Rehabilitation of Owner-Occupied Homes in the proposed Target Area of Whittemore, Iowa.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk reported 16 “Income Eligibility Surveys” have been returned to City Hall by citizens living within the 2012 program Target Area who are interested in receiving more information and applying for the rehab grant funds to improve their homes here in Whittemore.  Residents living within the Target Area who have not yet returned the surveys, but who are interested in the program, have until November 1 to do so.

Karla Walker asked about the continuation of the program beyond 2012.  Council replied it is dependent upon availability of funds and if the program is allowed (by the State) to go thru a community more than once.
Documentation was presented and motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Fraser to approve a “Subordination Agreement” for a loan balance on a 2008 CDBG Home Rehabilitation project.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the September 7, 2011 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the September 15, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of September, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $16196.22; Electric $49225.73; Gas $47775.86; Water $9188.37; Sewer Rental $3629.61; Solid Waste $4520.76; Payroll $19384.29; Equipment $6055.63; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $4694.53; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $152.38; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.41; Library Regular $2118.50; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.   The Clerk announced the City has received over $32,000 in property taxes for the month of October, 2011 and Supt. Elbert reported the flow meter has been installed at the Sewer Plant and that the final bill for the project is included in this month’s bills to be paid.  There being no further discussion, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to approve the September 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s financial reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $28814.86; Total (all) Employee Wages $12174.41; Total (all) Contract Labor $90.40; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Kossuth County Library Association, transfer $2000.00; City of Spencer, September landfill fees $1188.46; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fees $123.05; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1269.00; R D Drenkow & Co., September caff plan withholdings $484.60; Sandy Long, reimbursement-meeting expenses & other materials at Library $178.95; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; Penworthy, books $196.54; Taste of Home, book $30.98; Center Point Large Print, books $83.28; Gale Inc., books $59.24; Demco, books $256.43; Baker & Taylor, books $353.76; Azuradisc, Inc., protective covers $90.20; Office Depot, supplies $86.37; 
Cook’s Scrap Iron & Metal, “shop” materials $125.98; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Stundahl’s Cleaning, cleaning at Community Center $100.00; Elbert Bros. Well Drilling Inc., backhoe digging $75.00; and Kossuth County Environmental Health, 2011 swimming pool inspection $150.00; 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,799.26; Algona Municipal Utilities, assist with voltage on 9-16-11, labor/basket truck $255.48; Utilities Plus Energy Services, labor on voltage regulator at Light Plant $1,534.62; Border States Electric, electric distribution materials $1,044.10; I.A.M.U., extra charges on new gas meter $1,142.51; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals $437.37; Department of Natural Resources, Annual Water Use Fee $95.00; A I Processors, UPS charges for water samples $13.67; Siemens, transmitter at Water Plant $1,145.00; Vessco Inc., equipment/meter $165.60; Quality Pump & Control, flow meter at Lagoon $2,359.03; Universal Inc., chemicals $298.01; Central Iowa Distributing Inc., deodorizer $60.60; Waste Zero Inc., blue garbage bags $2,366.29; Shamrock Recycling, September recycling fees $655.20; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1098.28; NAPA Auto, parts for Garbage Truck $47.89; Arnold Motor Supply, filter and socket for Street Sweeper $150.88; Ernie Williams Ltd., mower repair materials $19.38; ATC Cablevision, monthly internet charges $64.63; Whittemore Independent, September publications $542.44; Schmitt Hardware, September statement $60.45; Century Link, phone bills $331.72; Emmetsburg Reporter/Democrat, publication charges $328.35; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $67.26; Bomgaars, Water Plant, September statement for repair & shop materials $203.89; Iowa Utilities Board, Assessment fees $52.35; Counsel, quarterly copy charges $129.73; Maxyield, September statement $1334.84; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,161.71; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $348.20.
The Council requested Supt. Elbert ask Siemens about any warranty or guarantee that might still be applicable on the transmitter that needed to be replaced at the Water Plant.  Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

To date, the Council has received two applications for the “Working Superintendent” position that is available with the City.  No action was taken at this time; the deadline for accepting applications for said position was set for November 1, 2011.  The Clerk was asked to run the ads again in the same newspapers as the City did in September, and to also advertise the position on KLGA’s “Career Starter” program.

The following applications for “Builder’s Permits” were submitted for Council consideration:


Brian Thul (Apartments):  Replace existing wooden door to entry at 413 Broad Street with a glass storm door.


Lisa Warrington:  Patch siding on garage at 217 Fifth Street.


Ernest Graves Jr.:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 410 Kossuth Street.


T.L.C., LLC:  “ThuLords” general sign placement on building at 413 Broad Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Brownell and by unanimous vote of the Council, the applications were approved as submitted.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

At this time Resolution No. 2011-11 was introduced; a resolution accepting a Recycling Agreement between Horizon’s Unlimited of Palo Alto County, Emmetsburg, Iowa, and the City of Whittemore, Kossuth County, Iowa.  The document was initially reviewed and accepted as presented by Ron Askland of Horizon’s Unlimited during the September 7, 2011 regular meeting, but it was not an agenda item to be acted upon during that meeting.  Therefore, motion was made by Kurtz and seconded by Fraser to adopt Resolution No. 2011-11 as presented during this meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz and Brownell.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.  Length of the new contract between Horizon’s Unlimited and the City of Whittemore is November 1, 2011 through January 1, 2013.

The Council then considered a bid from Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling to purchase the five-compartment recycling bin that has been in circulation with Shamrock Recycling since it was purchased by the City of Whittemore in May, 1999.  Mr. Flannegan submitted a bid price in the total amount of $1,050.00.  After further discussion regarding the five-bin recycling trailer that has been ordered by the City from ProTainer and won’t be delivered until mid-to-late November, the Clerk was instructed to contact Mike Flannegan with the following proposal:  The City to extend for one month (November 2011) the previously contracted services of Shamrock Recycling Inc. for the same cost as (previously) paid by the City of Whittemore ($655.20) plus $400.00 cash, both amounts applicable toward his bid price for the container.  His services to include a November residential curb-side pickup, a November business pickup, and three dumps of the five-bin recycling container at Seventh and Kossuth.

Should Mr. Flannegan decline the City’s offer, there would be no residential/commercial curb-side or drop-box recycling in Whittemore in November, 2011. 

Council reviewed a current “2011 Report of Natural Gas Storage Related Charges & Purchases” for the City of Whittemore by Clayton Energy Corp.

There followed a review and discussion of the natural gas service rates for the City of Whittemore, both Residential/Commercial and Industrial.   It was noted that in April, 2011 the Council increased only the “Industrial” customer’s add-on fee by ten cents, raising it to $1.85 per MCF.  The “Residential & Commercial” customer’s add-on fee remained at $0.47 per 100 cu.ft.  The minutes of the April 4, 2011 Council meeting reflect that “the natural gas service rates would be reviewed again in the fall” (of 2011).  Councilperson Fraser stated she would like to see the Industrial customer add-on fee increased again another ten cents (to $1.95 per MCF) as it is about fairness for her in that the Council needs to bring the Industrial add-on fee rate up to at least half of what the Residential/Commercial customers are paying.  Councilman Brownell stated this is not a good time to raise the add-on fee for Industrial customers and he so moved that the Industrial add-on fee rate remain at $1.85 at this time and that the issue be reviewed again in six months.  Motion was seconded by Kurtz and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Kurtz and Brownell; NAYS:  Fraser; ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 178; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 3-3-28 TO ESTABLISH A PARKING BAN ALONG BROAD STREET BETWEEN FOURTH AND FIFTH STREETS FROM 2:00 A.M. TO 8:00 A.M. DURING THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH APRIL 1 ANNUALLY was introduced.  During the September 7, 2011 regular meeting the Council approved amending the City Code to establish a parking ban along Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets.  The intent of the action being taken is to insure the safety and well-being of residents, travelers and pedestrians using this roadway while living or visiting in Whittemore.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kurtz to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 178.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz and Brownell.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 178.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 178.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz and Brownell.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 178 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the October 20, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  As a courtesy to the businesses located on Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets, the Clerk was instructed to send a letter announcing the new policy, along with a copy of said ordinance, to each of the business owners.
The Mayor was presented an electronic copy of a new application for a Class E Liquor License by B.W. Thul for Whittemore Water Works, LLC, dba “ThuLords” at 413 Broad Street in Whittemore.  The business will be located in the former Thilges Sausage Haus building, which is owned by Thul.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson that the application by Brian Thul be approved as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Kurtz to approve the electronic renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion for their property at 601 Broad Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Due to the lateness of the year and the recent ill health of John Wagner, owner of Blacktop Service Co., it was the Council’s decision to have Supt. Elbert determine where the most important areas are that need to be addressed with street patch work to get us through the winter.  The more minor patch work can be completed next spring.
It was the Council’s suggestion that the Fire Department use some type of decorative river rock of fill in the dirt area where the new cement side walk did not reach to at their new site.

The Whittemore “Community Events” for October 2011 was reviewed.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, November 7, 2011 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.

Councilman Brownell reviewed the order that the City placed with ProTainer of Alexandria, Minnesota for a five-bin recycling trailer for the total price of $12,140.00.  As stated earlier in the meeting, it is scheduled to be delivered to Whittemore on or before November 30, 2011.  

Council reviewed a “Contract Labor” report from the Clerks that shows how much money has been paid out in contract labor since Mark Lenz quit working for the city in September, 2009.  Councilman Brownell feels any person employed with the city working as contract labor should possess a CDL in order to drive the trucks for which such a license is required.  Motion was made by Kurtz and seconded by Brownell that if city-owned equipment requires a CDL and if any of those currently employed by the City (as contract labor or other labor) do not hold said license, the city will reimburse them the cost of the class to obtain the license, if they so choose to pursue said driving qualification.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk was asked to send a “Notice to Abate a Nuisance” to the resident keeping an unlicensed car on his property at 204 210 Street in Whittemore.
Supt. Elbert spoke on the following:

· Blacktop Service Co. is looking to upgrade their electrical set-up at their plant site just east of Whittemore.  A cost estimate of the project was reviewed by the Council and it was the Council’s decision to have the superintendent talk with representatives of the company about carrying the cost of the expansion.  The City supplied the equipment required of their original set-up; everything forward regarding expansion should be at their cost.  The City will install it and provide maintenance from there on out, but the cost of the pad mount, etc. should be borne by Blacktop Service Co.

· Some of the cement block at the Swimming Pool is starting to deteriorate.  Dewey Berninghaus was contacted and asked about how to repair the area; city employees were advised to use rubber cement to fix the problem.  They will be doing the work in the very near future.

· Work to repair the recirculation pump at the Light Plant should be able to be accomplished by Quality Pump personnel in a day’s time.

· Pete Howe Sanitation in Spencer has been around town doing jetting of the tree roots in storm and sanitary sewers.  They did several blocks of cleaning that will help alleviate standing water and sanitary sewer problems.
Council reviewed the upcoming ballot as prepared by the Kossuth County Auditor’s Office and as it will be presented to the voters during the City Election on Tuesday, November 8.  There are five candidates running for three seats.  They are incumbents Kathleen J. Fraser, Adolph Kurtz and Rebecca Lancaster, and also Karla Walker and Rod Johnson.  Top three vote-getters will be elected to (each) serve a four-year term of office on the City Council.

Council also reviewed information from Brian Klein, owner and operator of “North Iowa Environmental, LLC” who provides services directly related to Water Treatment, Water Distribution and Wastewater Collection and Treatment.  The Council will take the information under consideration and discuss it at a later date.

The Clerk was asked to send a letter to the resident living at 614 Sixth Street asking for a time-frame in getting the work done to remove the dead overgrown hedge he had sprayed this past summer.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Mayor Elbert dismissed the public in attendance and Council entered into CLOSED SESSION at 7:00 p.m. to discuss a matter related to real estate.  At 7:18 the Council returned to OPEN SESSION.  No formal action regarding real estate was taken during CLOSED SESSION.
Renee Graves asked the Council questions regarding open burning of leaves, branches, etc. inside the city limits.  The Clerk to mail her a copy of the applicable ordinance related to burning on the next business day. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 11, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

