MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 7, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 7, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Karla Walker, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Mayor Elbert extended greetings to Supt. Mike Elbert and Councilman Stuart Simonson on the occasion of their 61st birthdays on November 6 and November 8 respectfully.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 11, 2011 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the October 20, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $34453.02; Electric $40163.71; Gas $47753.67; Water $8960.36; Sewer Rental $3520.09; Solid Waste $4476.18; Payroll $15073.02; Equipment $1652.58; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $3696.49; Customer Deposit $50.00; Debt Service $2162.74; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $15.37; Library Regular $8341.30; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.   Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Kurtz to approve the October, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s financial reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $30424.88; Total (all) Employee Wages $9260.14; Total (all) Contract Labor $44.10; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Horizons Unlimited, (Sept.) recyclables processing fee $123.05; MaxYield Cooperative, September statement $1334.84; City of Spencer, (Sept.) landfill fees $1098.28; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1509.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, use taxes $497.00; Spencer Menard’s Store, 70-count LED lights for Broad Street shooting stars $160.39; R D Drenkow & Co., Sept. cafeteria plan withholdings $387.68; Judy Erdman, book reimbursement $30.00; Sandy Long, meeting expenses reimbursement $517.12; K-Mart, DVDs, supplies and treats $96.68; Mystery Guild Book Club, books $38.96; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; DVA Library, DVDs $50.07; Community Lumber Supply, down spout straps $3.96; Gale Inc., books $73.58; Counsel Office, copier leasing and copies $91.20; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; Penworthy, books $77.37; Baker & Taylor, books $348.63; and Young’s Customer Computers, new HP computer $1,524.90. 
Northwest Communications, tech support for computer/printer $78.75; Universal Inc., ice melt pellets $251.20; Farm & Home Services, Treasurer Bond renewal $100.00; Kossuth County Extension, continuing education $35.00; L & G Inc., October services $420.70; Heartland Environmental Distributors Inc., ice melt $145.10; Barco Municipal Products, tools $103.10; Display Sales, bracket hardware and banner rods $109.90; Stundahl’s Cleaning, October cleaning at Community Center $125.00; North Iowa Lumber & Design, spray paint $22.14; Arnold Motor Supply, equipment supplies $218.21; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Colonial Research Chemical Corp., resilient $109.07;Algona Glass Inc., replace glass at Community Center $385.50; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,149.37; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, O & M Plan revisions $139.25; Tegra Corporation, salt at Water Plant $2,845.98; Iowa Finance Authority,  new water plant loan payments $7,575.00; Hach, chemicals $341.54; A I Processors, UPS postage $23.53; Pete Howe Industrial, jet vac storm sewer lines $1,562.50; Algona Plumbing & Heating, camera city lines $205.00; and Quality Pump & Control, installation of new lift pump at Lagoon $10,401.73. 
Also, Pro-Tainer, 5-CB Tandem Axle Pro-Gravity Recycling Trailer $12,140.00; Shamrock Recycling Inc., October recycling fees $655.20; City of Spencer, October landfill fees $928.97; Share Corp., glass cleaner $108.09; Ernie Williams Ltd., strap $1.96; VanderHaags Inc., spare tires $208.24; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, mount spare tires $14.00; MaxYield Coop, October statement $1,402.64; ATC Cablevision Co., monthly internet charges $64.63; Century Link, telephone bills $335.80; Schmitt Hardware, October statement $192.90; Bomgaars, equipment supplies $22.93; Iowa Utilities Board, FY 2012 assessments $553.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, sample testing fees $130.00; Printing Services Inc., supplies $39.00; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., October statement $748.84; Algona Publishing Co., advertising of “Working Superintendent” position $240.00; KLGA, advertising of “Working Superintendent” position $100.00; Whittemore Independent, October publications $536.18; Matt Parrott & Sons Co., blank utility bills $617.34; City of Whittemore, utilities $1,336.93; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $382.35.
Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The following applications for “Builder’s Permits” were submitted to the Council for consideration:
Janan Gillis:  Replace west side (28x40) window with unit of same size.  All work to be completed at 604 Sixth Street.


Steve Kollasch d.b.a. Whittemore Car Wash:  Extension of the east bay of the Whittemore Car Wash by adding on to the north end.  The dimensions would be 8’ long, 11’ wide and 11’ high.  It would be a wood frame structure, covered with brown steel siding.  Contractor would be Dave Koppen Construction.  All work to be completed at 322 Railroad Street.  

Upon motions by Kurtz and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the permit applications were approved as presented.

The Council reviewed an application for employment as a “City Employee” from Alvin Bell of Whittemore.  It was placed on file for future reference.
The delinquent accounts were also reviewed.

Council analyzed a current “2011 Report of Natural Gas Storage Related Charges & Purchases” for the City of Whittemore by Clayton Energy Corp.  Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy indicates we are in good shape on forward-priced and stored natural gas for the upcoming winter season.
The Mayor and Council then discussed options for the city’s new recycling program.  As Shamrock Recycling will finish providing their services on November 30, 2011, city employees will be in charge of the collecting, handling and delivering of all materials to Horizon’s Unlimited in Emmetsburg for processing.  Several options and scenarios were considered and after further deliberation, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kurtz to #1:  place the new city-owned recycling container at the same location previously used by Shamrock (at Seventh and Kossuth Streets), and #2:  eliminate the curb-side program due to a lack of participation and the cost factor.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  It was also noted that if the decision becomes a problem, the situation will be reviewed.  
Council asked the Clerks to put together an informational brochure regarding the new Whittemore Recycling Program which can be distributed with the next mailing of utility bills.  Council also wants it known that if improper usage of the recycling container continues to be an issue, the bin will be moved to a more supervised location.  Whittemore citizens are asked to contribute only items listed as part of the recycling program, namely:  glass, plastic, tin, newspapers/magazines and cardboard.  Recyclable contributions by persons living outside the city limits will not be allowed.

It was announced that Horizon’s Unlimited will be collecting, at their site in Emmetsburg, textiles and most household items as they will soon be opening a thrift store, also in Emmetsburg.  
After receiving several comments from business-owners located on Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets, the Council took under review and reconsidered ORDINANCE NO. 178; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 3-3-28 TO ESTABLISH A PARKING BAN ALONG BROAD STREET BETWEEN FOURTH AND FIFTH STREETS FROM 2:00 A.M. TO 8:00 A.M. DURING THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH APRIL 1 ANNUALLY.  It was again stated that this ordinance is made with the intent of taking action to insure the safety and well-being of residents, travelers and pedestrians using this roadway while living or visiting in Whittemore.  
At the conclusion of the discussion it was determined that “No Overnight Parking” would be the correct terms to be used in the order.  Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to amend said ordinance by striking specific hours from the document, changing the wordage to establish a “No Overnight Parking” ban along Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets during the period November 1 through April 1 annually, and approving the initial passage of (amended) ORDINANCE NO. 178.    Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
It was moved by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to waive the second and third readings of (amended) ORDINANCE NO. 178.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Brownell to pass final consideration of the newly amended ORDINANCE NO. 178.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.   Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 178 duly adopted.  The amended ordinance will become effective upon publication in the November 17, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  

The Whittemore “Community Events” for November 2011 was reviewed and a change-of-date was pointed out for the upcoming “It’s a Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street”.  This year the annual business Open House holiday event will be held on Friday, December 2 from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, December 5, 2011 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.  Taking into consideration the holiday schedule and the first Monday in January being observed as New Year’s Day, Council called for the first regular meeting of the new year to be held on Thursday, January 5, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
Councilperson Lancaster gave a brief report on the happenings of the most recent Library Board of Directors meeting held on October 25, 2011.  She stated the Board passed along a three (3) percent increase in pay to their employees (retroactive to July 1, 2011) and they also increased the hourly wage paid to their cleaning service.  They are also considering changing the size of the Board, but no decision has been made at this time pending further investigation of the procedures required to take and complete such action.
Motion was made by Kurtz and seconded by Fraser to compensate Beverly Walker $300.00 for her work to tear apart and totally restore with new, the paint and lights on the shooting star decorations that adorn Broad Street here in Whittemore. 

Supt. Elbert reported on the following:  

· Seven sensors at the Water Plant had to be replaced today due to corrosion.
· Rudy Parcel of IAMU was in town last week to conduct the annual cathodic protection survey.

· Stump grinding will be taking place in the next week or so.  Four more trees need to be taken down around town and the city will need the assistance of L & G Inc. with their grapple hooks to accomplish the work.

· Kirk Moe has again been contacted to power wash the exterior of the water tower; he has it on his list of things to do.
· Monson Salvage will pay the City $2400 for the old garbage truck and old dump truck, which are being stored at the Sewer Plant.  Council urged the Supt. to get rid of said equipment as soon as possible.

Clerk Farrell reported that the City has received a second complaint against the property owner living at 614 Kossuth Street for allowing his aggressive dog to run loose from his property.  The individual has been fined $50 for his offense and if a third complaint is filed, the owner is subject to a $100 fine and impoundment of the animal.

Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Fraser to award Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation $850.00 toward their County Wide Breakfast “Speaker Fees”, per their annual Grant Request.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

City Hall employees and staff of North Iowa Area Council of Governments are in the final stages of completing the City of Whittemore’s 2012 Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Grant application that is (electronically) due to the Iowa Department of Economic Development on December 7, 2011.  The Clerk reported a total of 25 “Income Eligible Surveys” were returned to City Hall from property owners interested in participating in this project.
The Clerk to contact the party interested in renting an area to be used as a personal training fitness center asking her to attend the next Fire Department meeting for possible access to (temporary) rental space.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
Council then entered into CLOSED SESSION at 6:40 p.m. to conduct the annual employee review, begin consideration of applications received for the advertised “Working Superintendent” position and to discuss real estate.
Council returned to OPEN SESSION AT 7:15 P.M.  During Closed Session motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to match the Library’s 3% increase in pay for city municipal workers and city hall staff.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  The annual employee reviews were cancelled for 2011.  

Also during Closed Session the Council began reviewing the two applications the city has received for the “Working Superintendent” position.  No action was taken at this time; item to remain on the agenda for further consideration.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 7, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

