MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 4, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Sue Frideres, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

Council discussed Rod Johnson’s request to store all the Little League equipment in one of the offices abandoned by the Fire Department.  This would be done only at the end of each season because if it is kept in the equipment shed at Noah’s Park it gets wet and dirty over the winter.  Council agreed to the request to allow all the Little League equipment to be stored in an area in the old Fire Department in order to help preserve and save the equipment for use in years to come.

Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Insurance was present to meet with the Mayor and Council concerning the annual renewal of the City’s business insurance package.  She handed out an informative breakdown of the Property Coverage, Workers Compensation, General Liability, Auto and Umbrella, Linebacker Public Officials and Employment Practices Liability, and Commercial Output Program and Renewal Premium renewal costs.  Total property coverage for all buildings and contents now totals $4,493,294.00.  She noted the limit was increased per the recommendations of the insuring company and therefore meets the replacement cost insuring requirement.  

The current package is written with a $1,000 deductible, and the Council requested a cost quote for $2,500 deductible and $5,000 deductible coverage.  They are also seeking a brief history of claims we have submitted to EMC over the last several years.  In general, the Council will look at all deductibles and feel it will be interesting to see what savings might be incurred by raising some of the deductibles.  In the fiscal year 2010-11 the total business insurance package premium paid was $37,224.00.  The total fiscal year 2011-12 premium is quoted at $43,963.00.  The majority of the increase was created by the Property, Commercial Output and Umbrella policies (new water plant, new fire station, new stricter emission standards and the cost to replace the electric generating station to meet these [RICE] standards).
The Mayor and Council thanked Sue Frideres for her informative presentation and they look forward to receiving the information requested of her during the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 5, 2011 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 14, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $33813.47; Electric $36782.30; Gas $62791.46; Water $8271.14; Sewer Rental $2942.46; Solid Waste $4513.02; Payroll $17420.08; Equipment $1361.21; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $160.00; Road Use Tax $3275.61; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $1937.66; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $.39; Library Regular $617.32; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to accept the April, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $30549.22; Total (all) Employee Wages $10963.96; Total (all) Contract Labor $481.50; ACCO, diving boards $6742.00; Emmetsburg Publishing, lifeguard advertising $54.12; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1887.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $127.00; Iowa Parks & Rec, CPO continuing ed $255.00; Grass Masters, spring applications on City properties $1329.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7,000.00; Farmers State Bank, pay-off of Natural Gas Storage Note $32722.66; RD Drenkow, April cafeteria plan withholdings $484.60; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $203.71; K-Mart, DVDs and supplies $163.96; Algona Furniture Barn, chair and love seat given to the Library per anonymous monetary donations $603.00; Bob Meyer, reimbursement for floor matting purchased $25.00; Center Point Large Print, large-print books $82.68; Large Print Overstocks, large-print books $207.40; Baker & Taylor, books $126.77; ATC Cablevision, City Hall internet $56.08; Stundahl’s Cleaning, April cleaning $100.00; Creative Stitches, 2011 Little League (red) t-shirts $729.60; Randy Mueller, thatching & clean-up of Noah’s Park & Swimming Pool lawns $325.00; Iowa Lakes Community College, EMT continuing ed $24.00; A+ Tree Service, (city property) stump grinding $429.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Hutzell’s Inc., Little League safety equipment and scorebook $130.47 and NAPA Auto Parts, floor dry compound $25.40.

Also, Border States Electric, meter $340.66; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27,211.43; North Iowa Area Community College, workshop registration $40.00; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals $375.52; City of Spencer, landfill fees $943.96; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recycling fees $655.20; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; Tori Moriston, refund $300.00; Sarah Schumacher, refund $225.00; Arnold Motor Supply, filters $58.92; CNH Capital, repair parts for Case loader $202.60; Bitz Small Engines, filters $34.25; Dave Auto Electric, repair services $56.80; Buscher Bros. Corp., hose ends and hyd hose $98.86; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., April statement $686.04; Algona Machine & Supply, cylinder repair $468.23; Barco Municipal Products Inc., slow moving vehicle kit $39.12; MaxYield Cooperative, April fuel statement $1,435.94; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $249.68; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., testing $225.00; Whittemore Independent, April publications $215.61; Universal Inc., locating paint $261.61; Central Iowa Distributing Inc., locating paint $162.25; Schmitt Hardware Inc., April statement $40.15; Qwest, telephone bills $374.38; Iowa Finance Authority, principal and interest on Water Plant project loans $35,665.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3137.85; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses as $266.64. 
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

Tom Illg:  28x24 attached Garage on east side of house at 2406 210 Street.


Roger Hansen:  Set a 7x7 Rubbermaid utility shed at northeast corner of property at 709 Second Street.


Jason & Suzanne Brownell:  Install door and an outdoor deck on west side of home at 501 Clay Street.


Denny Demory:  Remove and replace shingles on house (east slope only) at 510 First Street.


Dave Koppen (614 Fifth Street Rental Property):  Replace west garage roof with steel siding.  All work to be completed at 614 Fifth Street.


Roger Townsend:  Build an 8x8 shed west of the house at 714 Seventh Street.


Wyatt Muller:  Construct and attach to west side of existing garage, an 8x12 wooden utility storage shed.  All work to be completed at 310 Kossuth Street.


Jason Duvall:  Replace five windows in house with units of same size.  All work to be completed at 414 Palo Alto Street.


Becky Lancaster:  Replace all gutters on house at 613 Kossuth Street.
Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson that the above Builder’s Permit applications be approved with the stipulation that persons erecting sheds need to keep in mind that the esthetics of the new addition should be built equal to or in a manner that enhances the value of the existing property.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Council reviewed the following applications for the position of “Lifeguard” from persons interested in working at the Whittemore Swimming Pool during the summer of 2011:  Lauren Thatcher, Courtney Bargman, Kenzie Grimm, Ashley McGraw and Angela Roethler.  All information will be passed along to the 2011 Pool Manager and the applications were placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  The Clerk to investigate if it is possible to retain security deposits on rental properties until the customer vacates the address.
At this time the Council discussed the City’s need for a check-list or some sort of burial guideline for parties demolishing properties (buildings, homes, etc.) within the city limits of Whittemore.  Clerks to investigate what other communities do or use for proper closure of a lot; item to appear on the June, 2011 regular meeting agenda.
The Council reviewed natural gas purchases already made by Clayton Energy Corp. for the City of Whittemore and the 2011-2012 (winter) heating season.  The Mayor and Council appreciate the good work Clayton Energy is doing to secure the lowest possible price for parties using natural gas in Whittemore.

Discussion continued regarding the City’s recycling program and contract renewal options offered by Mike Flannegan, owner of Shamrock Recycling in Emmetsburg.  On April 19, 2011 Mr. Flannegan faxed to City Hall, an amendment to the contract he proposed to the Council during the April 5, 2011 regular meeting.  The revision stated:  “The contract extension will commence May 1, 2011 and remain in effect until April 30, 2015.”  Also, “If in the event Horizons Unlimited would no longer accept recyclable materials, Shamrock Recycling Inc. may process all recycling”.  
Councilman Brownell suggested the City purchase a recycling trailer and enters into an agreement with Horizon’s to pick up Whittemore’s recycling, using said trailer. Other options were also discussed and it was decided that at this time the Council will make no changes to the existing recycling contract between the City of Whittemore and Shamrock Recycling Inc.  Current contract expires on October 31, 2011.  Clerks to keep this an agenda item during the months between now and the end of October.

Upon motions by Brownell and Simonson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on July 10, 2011.

The Council reviewed a renewal “Contract for Sanitary Landfill Services” with the Northern Plains Regional Landfill by the City of Spencer, Iowa as the current three-year contract with Northern Plains Regional Landfill will expire on June 30, 2011.  The new contract projects an annual 3.5% increase in tonnage charges that will take place on July 1 of each year during the term of the new agreement.  Also added to the new contract is a section regarding Bonded Indebtedness Obligations.  After further review, the Council was in agreement to allow a renewal of the landfill services contract.
Resolution No. 2011-03 was then introduced, a resolution accepting the renewal contract for sanitary landfill services with Northern Plains Regional Landfill between the City of Spencer and the City of Whittemore, as presented during this meeting.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to approved Resolution No. 2011-13.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2011-03 duly adopted.
A discussion followed regarding townspeople who are not using “Whittemore” bags for disposal of their solid waste.  Residents are hereby reminded that everyone needs to purchase the “Whittemore” bags to comply with the City Code of Ordinances; to meet with DNR mandated waste reduction standards; and to also assist in the purchase of a new garbage truck.  It has been noted who the people are that are not using the blue or yellow “Whittemore” garbage bags, and if this practice continues, their garbage will not be collected and personalized notices of their code violation will be sent to the offenders.
For several reasons, including being over budget for snow removal, the 2010-11 Fiscal Year budget must be amended.  The Clerks were instructed to prepare and publish in a timely manner, notice of the Council’s intent to amend the current city budget; the Public Hearing to coincide with the next regular meeting.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 6, 2011 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The community beautification portion of the meeting included a listing of the many activities planned in Whittemore during the month of May 2011. 

There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Councilman Brownell spoke of the city’s need to continue moving forward on the purchase of a new garbage truck.  Said purchase is allocated for in the 2011-12 fiscal year budget.  Brownell stated he believes the new compactor should be nothing smaller than a 25-yard unit.  A larger truck will amount to less mileage (fewer trips to the landfill), less man-hours, etc. 

Supt. Elbert reported on the following:

· Given a three- to five-year timeframe to get the work accomplished, Supt. Elbert introduced discussion regarding the upgrading of the City’s tie-line to Highway 18 where we connect with ITC, our current electric providers.  He stated that the cost just to update the light plant transformer would be $65,000 and that the work of our expenses will be incurred in pole replacement between Highway 18 and the city’s electric substation.  More information will be forthcoming.

· The city’s lift truck is subject to an annual safety inspection and this testing will be done by qualified experts in June or July.
· Some water distribution problems at the north end of the system were briefly discussed.  Supt. Elbert to contact Elbert Bros. Well Drilling regarding repairs.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 6, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

