MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 7, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 7, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Sheila Akridge, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2011-2012 fiscal year budget at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Notice of said hearing was published in the February 22, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the February 7, 2011 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the February 17, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of February, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $4839.83; Electric $46038.17; Gas $67754.80; Water $8713.47; Sewer Rental $3432.78; Solid Waste $4223.05; Payroll $13873.99; Equipment $6946.68; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $100.00; Road Use Tax $4639.09; Customer Deposit $575.00; Debt Service $5.92; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.38; Library Regular $1081.84; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Supt. Elbert reported on the repairs made to the lift truck by Altec Industrial.  The Clerk reported the bill paid to Dave Koppen Construction has been turned over to the City’s insurance company.  Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to accept the February, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Sheila Akridge, representing ATC Cablevision Co. of Ayrshire, was present to discuss with the Council the current television lineup, additional channels coming to the system, and a slight increase of monthly rates.  Basic cable television rate will increase to $54.40 per month.  More HD channels will be brought on line in the near future.  The Council thanked Ms. Akridge for her information and presentation.
The following bills were presented for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $40207.35; Total (all) Employee Wages $8794.14; Total contract labor $180.00; Mayo Clinic Women, subscription $54.00; Treas. of Iowa, sales taxes $1632.00; Iowa Park & Recreation, CPO cont. ed $110.00; Farmers State Bank, Natural Gas Storage note payment $13250.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; R. D. Drenkow & Co. February cafeteria plan withholdings $387.68; Mary Jo Meyer, reimbursement for computer upgrade $74.90; K-Mart, supplies $111.37; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $197.27; Baker & Taylor, books $499.47; Randy Mueller, snow removal $80.00; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; AVID, computer supplies $28.82; Thomas Bouregy & Co., books $139.50; Healthy Cooking, subscription renewal $14.98; Counsel Office, copier lease and copies $ 71.24; Gale Inc., books $149.97.Stundahl’s Cleaning, February cleaning  $100.00; ATC Cablevision Co., monthly Internet $52.90; Bomgaars, Shop supplies $68.55; Lichter’s Garage Opener Service, repair services $84.80; Allyn L. Boelman, EMT recertifications $50.00; and Whittemore Fire Department, annual payment $2,500.00. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $26,474.67; Border States Electric, electric distribution materials $130.27; Community Lumber Supply, Gas department supplies $35.30; Therma-Stor LLC, air filters $64.16; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals $302.00; A I Processors, UPS postage $9.23; Tegra Corporation, salt at Water Plant $2,787.79; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., freight for salt $526.58; Stanley Propane, LP gas $1,123.56; Horizons Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recycling $655.20; City of Spencer, landfill fees $823.06; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., repair welding $610.06; Agric-Services of Northern Iowa, Garbage truck tire repair $60.00; Arnold Motor, air and oil filters $52.82; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chain saw repair $32.47; Fenton 66 Service, fuel for use of Fenton’s garbage truck $130.50; MaxYield Coop, February statement $1,315.86; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, quarterly and annual dues $2,220.17; L & G Inc., February statement $525.00; Universal Inc., penetrating oil $158.72; Supplies N’More, forms $120.71; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee and computer repairs $1,130.45; Mike Elbert, reimbursement $90.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement $90.00; Printing Services Inc., supplies and a computer printer $241.96; Schmitt Hardware, February statement $90.56; Whittemore Independent, February publications and supplies $435.45; Qwest, telephone bills $354.34; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,699.95; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $263.45.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

The following applications were received from people seeking employment with the City of Whittemore:

Jennifer (Schumacher) Ulrich:  Pool Manager


Amber Lenz:  Lifeguard


Brandon Lee:  Summer employment with the City


Callie Dahlhauser:  Lifeguard

No action was taken on the applications at this time.
At approximately 6:05 p.m. Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing on the proposed 2011-2012 Fiscal Year Budget.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kurtz to approve Resolution No. 2011-01, a Resolution adopting the FY 2011-2012 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $1,883,404 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $1,508,560 “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation regular property at $11.44100 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2011-01 duly adopted.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.
The Council reviewed several pieces of information from Clayton Energy Corp. regarding forward-priced gas that has been purchased for the city, including a summary of what we have bought for the upcoming months and heating season.  

The Clerks reported on successful Little League meetings held within the past two weeks.  As the Rolfe Rec League has officially disbanded, parents of the Whittemore players had a decision to make as to where and how they wanted their children to play ball this summer. Choices were between having Whittemore youth play on Algona teams in the Emmetsburg League, or having local kids playing on WHITTEMORE teams in the Emmetsburg League.  After two public meetings it was worked out that the following teams will be sponsored by the City of Whittemore in the Emmetsburg League, which includes the communities of West Bend, Ruthven, Graettinger, Algona and Emmetsburg:
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade Boys


Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade Girls


5th & 6th Grade Boys (allowing 3rd & 4th graders to “play up” if they choose to do so)


5th & 6th Grade Girls (allowing 3rd & 4th graders to “play up” if they choose to do so)

There were not enough 3rd or 4th grade boys or girls to make their own Whittemore teams.  If they do not wish to play with the older kids, they have until March 4th to sign up with Algona to play on a team at their own (current) grade level.  All “Home” games will be played at Noah’s Park and the Dennis & Rose Walker family have agreed to operate the Concession Stand again in 2011.  Games are scheduled to start on May 16th and will run through the end of June.  
The Council then reviewed engineering information provided by Kruse, Cate & Nelson, P.C. of Spencer pertaining to the Northern Plains Regional Landfill Comprehensive Plan Update.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Simonson to approve Resolution No. 2011-02, a Resolution accepting the Comprehensive Plan Update as proposed by the engineers.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2011-02 duly adopted.
As there is no permanent address for the newly constructed fire station, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to assign the location the following address:  405 Railroad Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  This address will direct all parties to the (north) front business door of the building.
Due to the annual meeting of the Whittemore Gun Club being set for the first Monday in April, the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Councilpersons Fraser and Simonson reported that the Kossuth Community Foundations grants have been awarded and that Whittemore faired very well again in 2011.  
There were no City Committee reports.

Mayor Elbert spoke of a citizen’s vehicle suffering minor damage after its driver ran over a loose manhole cover ring. 
Councilperson Fraser reviewed with the Council a quote from ACCO for new diving boards at the Swimming Pool.  The price for two new 14” Duraflex boards, including freight, is $6,742.00.  As a grant from the Kossuth Community Foundation will be used toward the purchase of one board, the total cost should be reduced to approximately $4,000.  Supt. Elbert reported he is waiting for a price quote for boards from Pool Tech.  As this is a timely issue, the Council recommended the boards be purchased from ACCO, unless the Pool Tech bid is within $100.00 of the ACCO quote.

Supt. Elbert spoke on the following:

· Requested permission from the Council that once the Fire Department has officially moved into their new building, that the City be allowed to use the former station for storage of transformers, etc.  The Mayor and Council feels the municipal employees need to conduct an overall clean-up and sorting of inventory and stock currently held in city-owned buildings before moving anything into the bays of the soon-to-be retired fire station.

· The city is seeking storm and sanitary cleaning and repair information from GW “Pete” Howe Industrial of Spencer.  Jason Howe, President, recommends that it might be best to “camera” the lines before making any repairs to the lines or streets.  More information will be forthcoming in the near future.
· Need for a new garbage truck to replace the city’s current 1977 unit is becoming very evident.

The Clerk reported there was one response to City Hall regarding the Council’s request for citizen input on the curbside recycling issue.  In that respondent’s opinion, the city’s current curbside recycling program should be eliminated and that the five-compartment recycling bin at Seventh and Kossuth should be changed on a weekly basis.  Mayor Elbert and Councilman Simonson reported they had a reply from another individual who suggested that before the Council eliminates the curb-side recycling service, they take into consideration the age of the people, namely the elderly, who use this service.  
Upon further discussion and consideration of other collection methods the Council instructed the Clerk to contact Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling about the City’s option to possibly end the curbside recycling contract before October 31, 2011 and change to a weekly pickup/change-over of the five-bin recycling unit to compensate for the curbside collection.  Also, the Clerks to contact other area recyclers to obtain cost estimates/quotes for said service in Whittemore.

Mayor Elbert spoke about the possibility of losing the Whittemore Golf Course.  The property has been sold to Kelly Thilges of rural Algona who would consider leasing it for year, but that time is running short to get anything together.  The Mayor is not asking the city to lease it; he wants to go on record that there is a possibility of Whittemore losing this well-established business.  There will be a Golf Club Shareholders Meeting on Monday, March 21, 2011 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the American Legion Hall at which time the Board will present a motion to dissolve the entity.  After the shareholders are paid off, approximately $150,000 will be disbursed to local, non-profit organizations.  The entire Council feels this is truly a loss and it has become a quality of life issue.
Councilperson Fraser requested to go on record saying that she is grateful for all the assistance and education the Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corp. has given not only to the City of Whittemore and its employees and citizens since 1999 but also to the counties, regions and areas of the state that this very competent and efficient office serves.
Councilman Brownell stated he feels that as a Council the City of Whittemore needs to contact our state legislators regarding the possible loss of the Iowa Workforce Center in Algona.  He feels the decision to close this office is a grave mistake and that closing the office in Algona is a loss to the local area more so than it is to the state of Iowa.  The Clerks were asked to send such a letter as suggested by Brownell to Senator Jack Kibbie, Representative Tom Shaw and Representative John Wittneben.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
At 7:12 p.m. the Council entered into CLOSED SESSION to discuss swimming pool employment applications and an upcoming employee retirement.

At 7:50 p.m. the Council returned to OPEN SESSION.  The following decisions were made during the scheduled CLOSED SESSION:

· Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kurtz that the City of Whittemore hires Jennifer (Schumacher) Ulrich to be the 2011 Swimming Pool Manager.  Hiring of this season’s lifeguards will be the responsibility of the Pool Manager.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  As there is a need for more applicants, the Clerks were instructed to advertise for “Help Wanted” in the Algona, Emmetsburg and West Bend newspapers.
· Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the 2011 Swimming Pool employee wages were set as follows:  Manager $8.00 per hour; Assistant Manager (if applicable) $7.50 per hour; Return Lifeguards $7.00 per hour; New Lifeguards $6.40 per hour.

· Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to set the Whittemore Swimming Pool Season Ticket and Daily Admission prices as follows:  Family Season Ticket - $80.00 each (tax included); Individual Season Ticket - $50.00 each (tax included); 10-day Vacation Pass - $25.00 each (tax included); and Daily Admission Price - $4.00 per person (good for all day).  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
· A blind advertisement to be place in utility publications, etc. seeking a qualified “Working Supervisor” or “Working Superintendent” for a job opportunity/position that will be available with the local municipality.  
· If the Superintendent feels extra help is needed this spring for several on-going projects, he was instructed to hire the help to get the work done.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 7, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

