MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, June 6, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 6, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser and Kurtz.  Supt. Mike Elbert was also in attendance.

At 5:30 P.M. it was announced that a Public Hearing to amend the current budget of the City of Whittemore for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2011 was underway.  There being no taxpayers present to be heard for or against said budget, Resolution No. 2011-04 was introduced, a resolution amending the current budget for fiscal year 2010-2011 as published in the May 26, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2011-04.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

Upon motions by Simonson and Brownell and by a unanimous vote of the Council, the Clerk was directed to transfer monies from the Electric Fund and the Natural Gas fund to the General Fund and the Water Fund, per 2010-2011 fiscal year budget estimates.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the May 4, 2011 regular council meeting were approved as published in the May 19, 2010 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of May, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $18846.37; Electric $36756.00; Gas $52957.92; Water $8286.01; Sewer Rental $3049.53; Solid Waste $4287.26; Payroll $14702.06; Equipment $3155.49; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $10.00; Road Use Tax $3887.70; Customer Deposit $800.00; Debt Service $939.78; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.36; Library Regular $9398.14; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00. Council believes the City needs to remain on the same repayment schedule as it has been paying to clean-up the master note at Farmers State Bank. Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to accept the May, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $26238.25; Total (all) Employee Wages $9278.61; Total (all) Contract Labor $398.25; Toni Moriston, customer deposit refund $300.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1411.00; Creative Stitches, Little League jerseys, caps and visors $1625.00; Farmers State Bank, master note payment $7000.00; RD Drenkow & Co., May caff plan withholdings $387.68; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; Sandy Long, Library supplies/meeting reimbursement $502.90; Upstart, SRP expenses $32.25; Gale, Inc., supplies $59.99; Large Print Overstocks, books $281.09; Mid-America Books, books $27.90; Thomas Bouregy & Co., Inc., books $139.50; Center Point Large Print, books $83.28; Baker & Taylor, books $51.62; Randy Mueller, grass clean-up $90.00 Stundahl’s Cleaning, May services $125.00; Creative Stitches, additional Little League jerseys $460.00; Hutzell’s Inc., Little League equipment $145.96; K-Mart, Pool supplies $34.20; Arnold Motor Supply, spark plug $2.13; Spense Simonson, reimbursement for renewal of CPR certification $60.00; Pool Tech, first-half of chemicals at Pool $1940.48; Pepsi Beverages Co., pop for machines at Pool and Noah’s Park $411.48; ATC Cablevision Co., City Hall internet $56.08; A-1 Portables, Carnival port-a-pots $260.00; A+ Tree Service, stump grinding $157.50; Fastenal,  supplies/materials $197.32; L & G Inc., May services $943.75; and Bomgaars, sprayers, paint, and supplies $257.74.

Also, Border States Electric, materials $468.29; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29,736.11; Energy Economics Inc., meters $1,343.70; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement for meeting (lodging) expenses $156.13; Elbert Bros. Well Drilling, distribution expenses $314.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, May testing $78.00; Heartland Environmental Distributors Inc., degreaser $398.11; Horizons Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recycling fees $655.20; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,114.60; Cook’s Scrap Iron & Metal, channel iron for equipment repair $136.80; Trans-Iowa Equipment Inc., broom for Street Sweeper $264.38; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., May statement $329.99; Kemco Tires Inc., used tire for Garbage Truck $80.25; Tom Eischen Sales, Inc., chain saw repairs $158.68; Iowa Utilities Board, FY 2011 remainder assessment $338.00; Schmitt Hardware, May statement includes supplies and/or repairs at Pool, Light Plant, Shop, Heritage Square, and Noah’s Park $2,122.66; Whittemore Independent, publications and supplies $324.94; I.A.M.U., dues and continued education $153.17; Universal Inc., break-away rust remover $1,289.01; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $107.31;Northwest Communications, website hosting fee and computer repair $735.45; Q-West, telephone bills $329.30; MaxYield Cooperative, May fuel and weed spray chemical $2,425.76; City of Whittemore, utilities $2432.48 and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $217.14.
The Clerk told the Council that Library staff has reported that the furnace and air conditioner in their building are no longer functional and that Schmitt Hardware has been contacted for an estimate to replace these essential services.  Financing the replacement project was discussed; no action was taken at this time.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Parsonage:  Reshingle house at 502 Clay Street.


Lena Ostwald:  Reshingle roof of shop at 210 Fifth Street.


Andrew M & Brooke Reising:  Replacement of windows and doors and reshingle roof of house at 105 Palo Alto Street.


Ted Greinert:  Remove and replace eleven windows (all same size as original) in house at 117 Fourth Street.


Ryan & Jill Nelson:  Replace all windows and siding on house/garage with new.  Also reshingle roof of house and garage.  All work to be completed at 302 Palo Alto Street.


Stuart Simonson:  Reshingle roof of U.S. Post Office building at 421 Broad Street.

Upon motions by Lancaster and Brownell and by unanimous vote of the Council, all June, 2011 applications for Builder’s Permits were approved.  

Two applications for employment were received for Council consideration, those being from:


Megan Meyer:  Assistant Manager at Swimming Pool


Shayna Geitzenauer:  Lifeguard at Swimming Pool

Council felt the Swimming Pool does not need a named person as an assistant manager of the facility; the only time the Pool needs an assistant manager is when the manager is not on duty.  Only at that time will an assistant be named by the manager to fulfill the duty for the time he/she is away, with an assistant’s pay being given only for those named hours.  All other hours will be considered “Lifeguard” hours and will be paid as such.  Mayor Elbert to visit with pool staff to outline the Council’s expectations for the workers in 2011.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, one cigarette permit renewal application for the period July 1, 2011 thru June 30, 2012 was approved, that being by MaxYield Cooperative for “Whittemore Cenex”.  The annual renewal fee is $75.00, payable to the City of Whittemore.

Council reviewed an “Agreement Concerning Kossuth County Emergency Response Trailer” between the Kossuth County Supervisors, the Kossuth County EMS Association and the communities of Kossuth County.  Councilman Brownell explained that the main purpose of the trailer will be for disaster services.  After complete review of the proposal, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to approve the “Agreement Concerning Kossuth County Emergency Response Trailer” and to accept Resolution No. 2011-05, a Resolution adopting said agreement.  Vote was called and motion was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser and Kurtz.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2011-05 duly adopted.

At this time the Council took into consideration information provided by Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments regarding the upcoming 2012 Iowa Housing Fund Application Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program.  As this program worked well rehabilitating eight homes in Whittemore several years ago and as there remains a need to assist home-owners in the portion of the community excluded in the last go-around, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to have the Clerk inform our NIACOG representative that the City of Whittemore is very-much interested in participating in the 2012 home-improvement program.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
Mayor Elbert reappointed Councilman Stuart Simonson as Whittemore (and Fenton) main representative(s) to the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors, with Councilman Brownell (volunteering) to serve as his alternate.  The appointments were made for a term of one year.

Council reviewed information the Clerks gathered regarding the City’s possible establishment of protocol for demolition and/or clearing of lots and properties within the city limits of Whittemore.  Councilman Brownell suggested fellow members of the Council read through the Voluntary Plan written by a larger community in Iowa and that they edit it to fit the needs and ideas Whittemore would like to use to establish its own demolition policy.  Supt. Elbert suggested the main issues to be addressed are sanitary sewer line and natural gas line capping.   The Council feels they are pro-active in their efforts to keep Whittemore cleaned up and that some sort of demolition plan needs to be put in place in order to keep future demolitions safe and properties re-saleable to the public.  Council to again consider this agenda item during the regular July, 2011 meeting.
Councilman Brownell reported AI Processors is working with Horizon’s Unlimited in Emmetsburg to process the local plant’s recyclables.  Brownell would like to see the City look at costs for (possibly) obtaining a recyclables trailer for the City of Whittemore’s own use, and then forwarding the goods to Horizon’s Unlimited for processing.  The City’s current contract with Shamrock Recycling Inc. will expire on October 31, 2011.

As two Council members were absent from this meeting, discussion of the purchase of a new/used garbage truck for the City of Whittemore was tabled.  The Council feels the City’s existing unit, which has been in service since 1977, is ready to be retired, and that we need to immediately move forward with this important issue.  Therefore, a special meeting will be called to discuss said purchase and it is scheduled be held on Monday, June 13, 2011 beginning at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Final discussion regarding renewal of the City’s 2011-2012 Business Insurance Package was held.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster that the package be adopted as proposed by Farm & Home Services representative Sue Frideres during the May 4, 2011 regular meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Clerk was asked to investigate other options for insurance coverage of municipalities, including policies offered through the Iowa League of Cities, etc.
As the first Monday in July will be the Fourth of July holiday, the date, time and place of the next regular meeting was set for Thursday, July 7, 2011 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The community’s June 2011 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

Councilman Simonson reported he will be purchasing and planting a few new trees for use in City parkways.

There was a request to activate the water fountain at Noah’s Park but due to vandalism in the past, the Council decided to leave the water shut off to the fountain.  Anyone wishing to have water at the ball park should bring their own bottled water, cooler, etc.  A pop machine on the west side of the concession stand is also available for public use.

Supt. Elbert spoke on the following items:

· Replacement bulbs for the street lights are still a problem and the City is working with the manufacturer in Chicago to correct the situation.

· Rudy Parcel of the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities is in town to change over the natural gas meter sets at St. Paul’s and St. Michael’s churches.  Cost is estimated to be approximately $10,000.

· The City is using part-time laborers to assist with mowing and spraying of spraying of weeds on city properties.

Clerk Farrell reported Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. will be in town for an informational visit Wednesday afternoon, June 8.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Council entered into CLOSED SESSION to discuss employee issues and set salaries for fiscal year 2011-2012 at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Council returned to OPEN SESSION at approximately 7:50 p.m.  During the Closed Session portion of the meeting, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to put a 90-day freeze on wages currently being paid to municipal employees.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the June 6, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
