MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, July 7, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 7, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Kurtz.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Jim Schmitt and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 6, 2011 Regular Council meeting and the June 13, 2011 Special Council meeting were approved as published in the June 16, 2011 and the June 23, 2011 editions of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $27724.85; Electric $29945.07; Gas $37294.12; Water $25696.35; Sewer Rental $2242.70; Solid Waste $3848.67; Payroll $24231.78; Equipment $7221.65; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $1634.97; Customer Deposit $525.00; Debt Service $51.79; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $214.43; Library Renovations Savings $0.40; Library Regular $47263.08; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to accept the June, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $19862.48; Total (all) Employee Wages $13368.83; Total (all) Contract Labor $301.50; Blank Park Zoo, Summer Reading Program entertainment $162.12; Farm & Home Services, 2011-12 Business Insurance package $43757.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1335.00; Iowa Department of Natural Resources, (2) Operator’s Certification fees $120.00; Mel Northey Co., antique pole globe replacement $109.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; RD Drenkow & Co., June cafeteria plan withholdings $387.68; Whittemore Public Library, annual transfer $47238.83; City of Whittemore, transfers to Water and General Funds per FY 2011-12 budget estimates $40000.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; K-Mart, Library supplies $97.69; Family Fun, subscription $15.95; Country Woman, subscription $24.98; Iowa History Journal, subscription $18.95; Mayo Clinic Health Letter, subscription $54.00; Des Moines Register, (daily) subscription $187.84; Good Housekeeping, subscription $26.72; Farm & Ranch Magazine, subscription $19.97; Country, subscription $24.98; Demco, supplies $162.80; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, annul support fee $625.00; O’Grady Publishing Co., book $21.00; Junior Library Guild, books $167.40; Mystery Guild Book Club, books $37.43; Joy Metzger, reimbursement for items purchased for use at Library $166.90; Judy Erdman, reimbursement for supplies purchased for Library’s Summer Reading Program $26.80; Thomas Bouregy & Co., books $139.50; Center Point Large Print, books $82.08; Gale Inc., books $209.96; and Baker & Taylor, books $704.60.

Also, Iowa Division of Labor Services, annual boiler inspection at Swimming Pool $65.00; City of Algona, two “Incrediball” softballs for use by Whittemore T-Ball players $12.50; Palmer Pools & Spas, pool supplies $51.21; Iowa League of Cities, member dues 2011-12 $363.00; Kossuth County Sheriff, July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 Contract Law Enforcement $1,000.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, June cleaning at Community Center $100.00; Creative Stitches, extra Little League caps $155.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Pepsi Beverages Co., pop at Pool and Noah’s Park $177.24; Community Lumber Supply, Little League supplies $21.98; ProBuild, Little League chalk marker $20.97; RecSupply, filter cartridge at Pool $135.15; Pool Tech, sensor cable, .75 HP motor, emergency shut-off valve, 5-gal IS3 Plus chemical $1,031.66; Hutzell’s Inc., computer inkjet $28.66; NIACOG, membership dues $332.64; T & R Electric, Light Plant materials $165.00; Algona Municipal Utilities, set pole $127.74; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $34,599.65; Elbert’s Hardware, refund $99.90; C J Cooper & Associates, random drug testing $32.00; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $25.00; I.A.M.U., continuing education and construct (2) new meter sets $7,003.36; Westrum Leak Detection, assistance in locating water leak $492.50; Tegra Corporation, salt at Water Plant $2,692.78; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., trucking of Water Plant salt to $538.13; Hach Company, chemicals $192.29; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals $166.05; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., testing $75.00; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chemicals/labor to spray weeds at Sewer Lagoon $210.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.04; Shamrock Recycling, recycling fees $655.20; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,027.17; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., June services statement $196.67; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., repairs to Garbage Truck $86.94; Whittemore Independent, subscription renewal at Library and City Hall $52.00; Counsel, monthly/quarterly services $393.64; ATC Cablevision, internet services $86.32; Printing Services Inc., supplies $344.98; Supplies N’More, supplies $27.25; Bomgaars, June statement $482.59; L & G Inc., June services statement $677.00; Schmitt Hardware, June services statement $400.31; Whittemore Independent, June publications $259.99; Steve & Skyla Edwards, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $381.47; Mike Hrdlicka, refund of customer deposit to be applied to final utility bill $75.00; Qwest, telephone bills $376.12; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,861.09; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $367.74.
Councilperson Fraser wondered if the Library would consider on-line subscriptions for some of their magazine services.  This is convenient and in the end, more “earth friendly”.  Supt. Elbert explained the services provided by Westrum Leak Detection here in Whittemore on June 16.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Larry Johnson:  Pour a 10x14 concrete pad next to existing driveway at 91 Palo Alto Street.


Shannon Book:  Tear off old and apply new shingles to house at 102 Palo Alto Street.


Jim & Lori Thornton:  Enclose rear yard with a 4’ wooden fence (for Day Care purposes).  We will construct the north and south sides, using the house as the west-side barrier and the existing fence as the east-side barrier.  All work to be completed at 705 Fourth Street.  (This application was given prior approval by Councilman Brownell and Councilman Simonson.)


Jim Thornton:  Remove and replace gutters and downspouts on house at 705 Fourth Street.


Mark Lenz:  Reshingle roof of house and garage, adding a slight pitch to the garage.  All work to be completed at 508 Seventh Street.


Lena Ostwald:  Reshingle roof of house and garage/breezeway at 210 Fifth Street.


Mick Zimmerman:  Repair/Replace (where necessary) doors and windows; repair front porch and paint exterior.  All work to be completed on house at 602 Fourth Street.


TLC by Brian Thul, Owner:  Restore (where necessary) and paint front of buildings at 405 Broad and 413-415 Broad Streets.  Repair basement entrance in rear alley at 415 Broad Street.


Bob Mergen:  Construct (approximate) 8x24 wooden deck on west side of home at 509 Second Street.  Also, erect a 10x12 utility shed in backyard of property.


Roger Hentges:  Remove shingles and apply tin to roof of garage on property at 510 Fifth Street.


Elbert Chevrolet Inc.:  Pour a 16x80 cement slab on west side of used car lot at 502 Broad Street.


American Legion Post 425:  Pour an approximate 6x6 cement slab on west side of A I Processors building to use as a platform for the Legion’s dumpster.  Work to occur at 515 Broad Street.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to approve the submitted applications for Builder’s Permits.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  The Clerk was asked to research legal requirements regarding percentage of payment required to regain service after a patron has been disconnected due to non-payment of account.
Jim Schmitt, owner of Schmitt Hardware, was present to discuss with the Council, options for repairing or replacing the air conditioning unit at the Public Library.  Mr. Schmitt feels repairs can be made to fix the problem by changing an A-coil that has gone bad after 18 years of operation.  Estimated cost for these repairs would total approximately $1,100. Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to have Schmitt Hardware make the A-coil repairs to the Library air-conditioning system as soon as possible.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Discussion continued regarding the furnace and some problems with getting heat to certain areas.  The Council and Mr. Schmitt feel the 93% efficiency furnace currently in place at the Library is sufficient to heat the building and if there is a problem area, the Library should invest in some electric space heaters that are safe for use around small children.  
There were no applications for employment.

The Mayor and Council then reviewed documents from North Iowa Area Council of Governments regarding the 2012 Housing Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program.  Upon motions by Brownell and Fraser and by unanimous vote of the Council, the 2012 “target area” for the housing program was determined to be the south and west sides of the community of Whittemore that were not included in the 2007 Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program.  The Council will move forward in a timely manner according to the directions of Steve Wendt, Community Development Planner with NIACOG in Mason City.
Establishing protocol for demolition and/or clearing of lots and properties within the city limits of Whittemore was again considered.  Councilman Simonson volunteered to work with city staff to develop a demolition permit application form for Whittemore use similar to that being used by another Iowa community.  The new form to be presented to the Whittemore City Council in August.
Upon further discussion by the Council on ways to better the City’s existing recycling program, the Clerk was asked to invite Ron Askland, CEO of Horizon’s Unlimited in Emmetsburg, to attend the August meeting.  It is hoped that Horizon’s Unlimited and the City can work together to develop a program beneficial to both parties.
Councilman Brownell gave an update on the purchase of a used garbage truck for use by the City of Whittemore.  He and Councilperson Fraser both stated the party from Des Moines that they had previously been working with just couldn’t seem to get anything done so Councilman Brownell went on-line and found a 1994 CCC unit with a 25 yd. compactor in Faribault, Minnesota for $20,000 FOB to Whittemore, Iowa.  This price will also include having a new kicker put on the unit and repainting of the truck to our specifications.   Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser for the City of Whittemore to purchase the unit as described by Councilman Brownell.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Once the new unit has been delivered, the city will be responsible for scrapping the 1977 Chevrolet.  Supt. Elbert was instructed to also get rid of the old dump truck when disposing of the retired garbage truck.

There followed a brief discussion regarding financing street repair/improvement projects.  As Kossuth County has not done a property ownership assessment for street repairs, the Clerk was asked to contact John Bird, Emmetsburg City Administrator, to find out how they start the process of assessing affected residents for street repairs.  Also considered was hiring of a qualified engineer to study streets and infrastructure in need of repairs and/or replacement.
As the Whittemore Independent newspaper will be on vacation the week of August 11, 2011, and in order to meet publication regulations, the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Thursday, August 4, 2011, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
The community’s July 2011 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

Councilman Brownell expressed concern over the City’s need for qualified persons to train and act as EMTs for the Whittemore Ambulance Service.  The Clerk was asked to advertise the need on local cable channel 3, asking interested persons to contact Ambulance Director Eric Goodman or EMT Craig Brownell for more information on this means of service to the community.
The Superintendent was asked to contact Kirk Moe to power wash the mold and mildew off the outside surface of the Water tower.
The guiding principals for keeping the hours of operation at the Swimming Pool were reviewed.  Councilperson Fraser reported she viewed Facebook comments from persons complaining the pool “OPEN” hours were always questionable, due to low count numbers or cooler/cloudy weather.  Council reviewed handbook policy and made the decision that the pool will be open during all posted hours, eliminating the previous requirement that 7 people needed to be swimming to keep the pool open.  There will now be only two reasons for closing:  #1) storming weather and #2) temperature below 70 degrees.  The Pool Manager will be responsible for having the appropriate number of staff working, using the number of swimmers as a guideline for the number of lifeguards on duty.
Councilperson Fraser also expressed concern about the growing problem of ATVs running on city streets.  ATV operators are reminded the Iowa traffic laws needed to be taken into consideration when driving within the city limits of Whittemore.

The Mayor and Council discussed the problems the city is experiencing this year with horse manure on the streets.  City officials want it know that we welcome horseback riders in Whittemore, but expect the riders clean up after their animals when they have finished their excursion.  The Clerk to publicize this message.
The Clerk was also asked to send letters to three residents asking them to mow and clean up their properties.

Mayor Elbert announced there would be a dedication of the new children’s bench, donated by the family of Leonard & Millie Elbert in memory of their parents, on Sunday, July 10, 2011 beginning at 10:30 a.m. in the Whittemore Public Library.  
Supt. Elbert spoke on the following:

· The block walls in the shower area at the Swimming Pool are beginning to deteriorate and will need to have repairs made in the fall, after the pool closes for the summer.

· There was a car accident on Second Street east of St. Michael’s Church on June 30th.  The accident caused electric problems for the southeast portion of town and Algona Municipal Utilities was contacted to assist with repairs as it was extremely hot that day and everything needed to be fixed in a timely manner.  Diane Hansen’s insurance company has contacted the City for a bill and as soon as we receive AMU’s statement for their work, the City will submit a claim for the insurance company to pay for the total damages caused by Mrs. Hansen’s accident on June 30, 2011.

· Due to annual testing at the electric substation here in town it has been determined that one of the regulators is taking on moisture and will need to be repaired or replaced.  After viewing some cost estimates the Mayor and Council ordered Supt. Elbert to have the repairs made.

· New street lighting bulbs will be changed over again in the next few days.  Hopefully this will fix the problem we have been experiencing with said lights since last fall.

Council granted a request by the Maynard and Lida Roeber family to close Broad Street and Third Street near the family home at 305 Broad Street on Saturday, August 13, 2011 for their estate sale.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

The Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION to conduct the annual Employee Reviews as Councilman Kurtz was absent and municipal employees Bryan Meyer and Andi Thompson were also not in attendance.  The reviews will be conducted at a later date.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 7, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
