MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, February 7, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 7, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance were Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the January 3, 2011 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the January 13, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of January, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $6760.70; Electric $41448.35; Gas $81435.78; Water $9080.63; Sewer Rental $3579.73; Solid Waste $4638.89; Payroll $13948.33; Equipment $3914.42; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $127.12; Road Use Tax $3992.12; Customer Deposit $30.00; Debt Service $61.54; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $10.38; Library Regular $1129.75; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Kurtz to accept the January, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $37294.86; Total (all) Employee Wages $8843.43; Total contract labor $81.00; Arnold Motor Co., repair parts $30.23; Blacktop Services Co., 2010-11 Street repairs $9360.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1910.00; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $730.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Farmers State Bank, Natural Gas Storage Note payment $13250.00; R. D. Drenkow & Co., Jan. cafeteria plan withholdings $387.68; K-mart, supplies and DVDs $73.78; Janan Gillis, cleaning $91.25; Sandy Long, reimbursement $10.00; Mayo Clinic Women’s Health Source, subscription renewal $54.00; DEMCO, DVD album $61.12; Gale, large print books $59.99; Center Point, large print books $82.68; Midamerica, children’s books $136.53; Penworthy, children’s books $306.22; Baker & Taylor, books $187.20; Thomas Bouregy, books $139.50; Brodart, 2 shelf book truck $125.93; The Library Store, supplies $78.11; Randy Mueller, snow removal $51.00; Kossuth County Library Assoc., 2011 dues $25.00; Birds & Blooms, 1 year subscription $10.00; Advantage Administrators, annual administrative fee $288.00; Bomgaars, 3-wire amp plug $16.99; Evans Sign & Display, C-7 replacement bulbs $243.45; ILCC, Kossuth Co. EMS, continuing education $45.00; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $120.54; Reising Protective Coatings, crane work for tree trimming $750.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, Community Center cleaning $125.00; Northwest Communications, monthly website hosting fee $27.95; and Whittemore Independent, January publications $145.55.

Also, ATC Cable, monthly internet service $52.72; L & G, Inc., January statement $2,495.00; Algona Municipal Utilities, labor & truck charge for assistance with power outage on 1-2-11 $468.70; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $34,075.91; Border States Electric, fuses $2,571.62; DeRossett Company, meter $307.74; Iowa Department of Public Safety, tank registration renewal $10.00; Mike Elbert, reimburse for Gas meeting expenses $86.92; Bryan Meyer, reimburse for Gas meeting expenses $80.90; Mangold, water testing fees $26.00; Hydrite Co., chemicals $335.27; Brown Supply Co., supplies $198.31; Hach, chemicals $177.08; Shamrock Recycling, monthly recycling fee $655.20; City of Spencer, monthly landfill fee $762.59; Farm & Home Services, increased coverage on new Water Plant $341.00; MaxYield, January statement $1800.45; Gene’s Tire Center, January statement $44.00; Hiway Truck Equipment, dump truck liner $480.00; CNH Capital, parts for loader/snow plow $555.48; Universal Truck Equipment, parts for loader/snow plow $41.25; Buscher Bros, parts for loader/snow plow $46.20; Elbert Chevrolet, January statement $118.18; Altec Industries, lift truck repairs $3,055.17; Wentzel’s True Value, repair parts $70.47; Titan Access Account, parts for loader/snowplow $535.48; A. I. Processors, UPS charges $25.45; Schmitt Hardware, January statement $823.15; Qwest, phone services $367.64; Matt Parrott & Sons, Inc., bank checks $679.54; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $404.31; and City of Whittemore, utilities $5339.82.
Supt. Elbert reported on the excellent working relationship between Reising Protective Coatings and the City when tall trees were cut down in January.  Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no applications for Builders Permits.

The following applications were received from people seeking employment with the City of Whittemore:


Spense Simonson:  For part-time/substitute lifeguarding at the Swimming Pool.


Travis Lenz:  For part-time summer help.


Jared Koppen:  For part-time summer help.

The applications were reviewed and placed on file for future reference.

There was no delinquent accounts report due to a problem with the computer.

Councilperson Fraser questioned if the City should contact Clayton Energy Corp. about possibly purchasing more natural gas due to the crisis in Egypt.  The Council in general felt Bill Lindley is in control of the situation and that we should abide by his reports, etc.  No further action was taken or discussed regarding natural gas.

At this time ORDINANCE NO. 176 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA, AS IT PERTAINS TO TITLE VII SPECIAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 1 “ELECTRIC UTILITY”, SECTION 7-1-1 “RATES” was introduced.  In action taken during the January 3, 2011 regular meeting, the Council named the new rates as follows:  Residential $0.09900 per kWh.  Commercial $0.07785 per kWh.

Motion was made by Kurtz and seconded by Fraser to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 176.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 176.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 176.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 176 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication and the new rates will be reflected in usages posted on utility bills that are due on or before March 20, 2011 and thereafter.

At this meeting the Council began preliminary discussions of the Swimming Pool for 2011.  They reviewed a “2010 Whittemore Swimming Pool – Suggestions and Objectives” list compiled during the September 7, 2010 regular Council meeting, following the 2010 season.  The Council feels all positions of employment (manager and lifeguards) should be open to the public and the Clerk was instructed to place advertising for “Help Wanted” in our local newspaper for said positions.  It is also felt by the Council that all pool related records and files must be kept at City Hall.  This includes lifeguard certification records, etc.  Replacement of the diving platforms will be necessary before opening for the start of the 2011 season and Supt. Elbert was asked to get two new diving platforms ordered as soon as possible.  Supt. Elbert spoke regarding the overhead lighting situation at the Pool.  The current lighting system no longer meets today’s safety standards and the Supt. was asked to contact Pool Tech in Cedar Rapids to get price quotes for upgrading the current system to meet 2011 and beyond safety standards.

Councilpersons Simonson and Fraser gave a brief report on improvements proposed for city-owned properties, those plans include:  1) diving platforms for the Swimming Pool; 2) benches for use in the downtown business district; 3) removing existing windows on north wall at the Community Center and enclosing these small areas with glass block to match what is already in place; and 4) replace north door at Community Center.   Grant applications have been completed and submitted to Kossuth Community Foundation for the above-listed projects.  The Public Library and Sons of the American Legion have also submitted grant applications for their home-town projects.  A “thank you” was extended to Councilperson Fraser and Simonson for taking the time to put together said applications.
There followed a brief discussion regarding a request for a “Release of Real Estate Mortgage” for a loan balance on a 2008 Community Development Block Grant home rehabilitation project.  Peter Cook, one of the recipients in the first round of house rehabilitation and grant funding, has sold his home at 310 Kossuth Street in Whittemore, as he plans to return to his native Australia.  Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments, administrator of the Housing Rehab Grant, recommended the Council allow the release as net proceeds to Peter Cook from the proceeds of the sale will be less than the estimated equity in the house prior to rehabilitation, and it is felt we do not want to hamper efforts to sell the home.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to release the real estate mortgage, dropping the balance of debt to zero, pending the completed sale of the home.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Council reviewed a request by the City of Spencer for a letter of recommendation from the City of Whittemore to be included in their grant application to the Department of Natural Resources for funds to establish a regional collection center for household hazardous materials.  As it is felt by the Council that such a recycling center would be of benefit to the City of Whittemore as a means of properly disposing hazardous household materials such as electronics, cellular equipment and brown goods, motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Brownell that the Clerk compose and send to the City of Spencer a letter of recommendation reflecting the City of Whittemore’s endorsement of such a project.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Mayor and Council reviewed the fiscal year 2011-2012 budget estimates, which include an itemized expenditure of up to $25,000 for street repairs and $25,000 for possible replacement of the City’s current (1977) garbage truck. The estimated Tax Levy for FY 2011-12 will be $11.44 per $1,000 valuation on regular property, up slightly from the $11.24 assessed in the current fiscal year.
Supt. Elbert to contact John Wagner of Blacktop Service for an estimate to repair Palo Alto Street and also Jason Howe of Pete Howe Sanitation in Spencer regarding estimates of repair for storm sewers.  Supt. Elbert reported he has been in contact with Rudy Parcel of IAMU regarding updating (natural gas) odorant testing at the town border station west of Whittemore.  Mr. Parcel estimated it would cost approximately $20,000 to update it according to Iowa Utility Board standards.

The Council then set Monday, March 7, 2011 at 5:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Budget.

The 11th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest & Soup Supper” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Committee on Saturday, January 15, 2011, was deemed another success and a thank you was extended to everyone who volunteered to help in any way.

The Mayor and Council reported many compliments have been received from local and out-of-town drivers regarding the City’s efforts to keep the streets clean this winter.  The city crew was thanked for their diligent work.

Councilman Brownell passed along a request from Fire Department personnel that anyone using the meeting room return it to the condition it was found in.

Following further discussion it was decided that the Council will go into Closed Session during the upcoming March 7, 2011 regular meeting in order to review all applications for employment and to continue discussion of Supt. Elbert’s planned retirement in December 2012.
It announced there would be an OPEN TO THE PUBLIC meeting of persons interested in the welfare of the Whittemore Golf Club on Wednesday, February 9, 2011 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the American Legion Hall.  

Supt. Elbert reported on the following:

· Attempts are still being made to correct the Broad Street security lighting problems; the faulty bulbs were to have been replaced over six weeks ago and we are still waiting to receive the new replacement bulbs.  Once the new ones are installed they are expected to last 3-5 years.

· An Iowa Utilities Board electric inspector was here on January 20 and except for a few minor things (tree trimming, etc.) it was reported that the Whittemore system is in good shape.

· Results of recent large volume meter testing by IAMU indicate the natural gas meters at both churches need to be recalibrated.  The meters the city has been using are no longer being manufactured; estimated City cost to replace with new will be approximately $4,000 per meter.
Council reviewed a written response from Mike Flannegan regarding their questions concerning where Whittemore’s recycled materials are taken once they are picked up by employees of Shamrock Recycling Inc.  Councilman Brownell feels the City of Whittemore needs to begin charging for the cost of recycling, or that we possibly need to be looking around for a different recycling company.  Recycling analysis finds that:  

· The city of Whittemore is charged $1.25 per month for 250 households.

· Only 25-30 households participate in this monthly pick-up program.

· The City would be better off financially offering only the five-bin recycling unit at Kossuth & Seventh Streets as a recycling option, changing the pick-up schedule from once every ten days to once a week.

The Council would like to have citizen input on the City’s current recycling program, including their thoughts on possibly doing away with the once-a-month curbside pick-up and having only the five-unit bin as a source of disposing household recyclable materials.
A letter from the Kossuth County C.A.R.E. Team requesting financial support was reviewed.  As in the past and is the Council’s steadfast position on such requests, no contribution was made to this organization.

The Council reviewed results of a survey conducted of Kossuth County communities regarding recycling programs and street repairs and/or improvement projects. 
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed, including an invitation to attend the Eagle Scout Court of Honor reception for PJ McMahon of Whittemore on Sunday, March 6, 2011 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Algona.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 7, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

