MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 5, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 5, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Ernie Kurtz, Craig Brownell and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  Kathy Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Councilman-Elect Rod Johnson, Chad Meyer, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.

Mayor Elbert congratulated Rod Johnson on his win in the November 8, 2011 City Election and he thanked Ernie Kurtz for his years of service to the Council and the community of Whittemore.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Chad Meyer presented a capital campaign proposal for the Kossuth County Agriculture and Motorsports Museum that is being planned for construction on the Kossuth County Fairgrounds property in Algona.  He explained the museum will be a permanent display of our county that is rich in agriculture and motorsports history, and the facility will provide education of the importance of agriculture in our every day lives.  Motorsports memorabilia and antique farm machinery and equipment will be included in exhibit, along with a train collection owned by Arlen Benschotter.  The group promoting this venture is trying very hard to make it a county-wide project.  Their capital campaign goal is $900,000.  They have raised about half the funds and will be seeking various grants that are applicable to the project.  Meyer also requested a letter of support from the City of Whittemore to be included in grant applications. 

Council stated they would be very willing to write a letter of support of the project; at this time there was no decision made regarding a monetary donation to the capital campaign.  The Council will review the issue again at a later date.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the November 7, 2011 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the November 17, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $21337.50; Electric $38420.08; Gas $39308.85; Water $8783.60; Sewer Rental $3344.04; Solid Waste $4320.84; Payroll $16888.04; Equipment $2409.76; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $4135.97; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $1178.50; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.39; Library Regular $1022.46; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Upon review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to accept the November, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $24360.86; Total (all) Employee Wages $10456.33; Total (all) Contract Labor $71.55; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1223.00; R D Drenkow & Co., cafeteria plan withholdings $387.68; National Geographic Society, subscription renewal $34.00; K-Mart, DVDs and supplies $39.67; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Study Bible in memory of Jeanette Harms $47.00; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $103.65; Judy Erdman, reimbursement $11.72; Sandy Long, reimbursement $254.70; Thomas Bouregy & Co., books $139.50; Penworthy, books $77.90; Baker & Taylor, books $1019.35; Demco Inc., supplies $149.94; Living, subscriptions $24.00; American Library Association, membership dues $185.00; Gale Inc., large print books $149.97; The Library Store, office supplies $116.07; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; DVA, DVDs $60.89; Iowa Library Services – NE District, FY12 audiobook/Ebook Consortia subscription $300.00; and Counsel, copy machine lease fee and copies $167.93.
Algona Abstract & Title Co., abstract update $310.00; KCEDC, Whittemore’s share of annual fee for computer virus protection $36.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, November cleaning $100.00; Community Lumber, supplies $38.95; IDALS Pesticide Bureau, renewal fees for applicator licenses $20.00; Trupke Electric Motor, extension cords $229.72; Bomgaars, Shop supplies $40.47; Canadian Pacific Railway, annual rental fee $30.00; Gene’s Tire Center, barrel of oil $69400; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $30,528.62; AI Processors, UPS fees for water samples $24.56; Hydrite Chemical, chemicals $325.48; Brown Supply Co., full circle repair clamps $699.50; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement $183.68; Mangold Environmental Testing, testing fees $108.00; Farm & Home Services, add 2011 tandem axle ProGravity recycling trailer $67.00; Terry’s Welding Inc., welding $220.50; Pro-Tainer, (2 sets) vinyl decals $90.00; Jack’s OK Tire Service, tire repair $127.83; Kemco Tires Inc., studs and nuts $12.00; Printing Services Inc., supplies $161.53; Central Iowa Distributing Inc., inverted paint $252.20; Schmitt Hardware, November statement $216.93; A+ Tree Service, stump grinding $917.52; ATC Cablevision, monthly services $64.63; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee and remote/tech support $106.70; Supplies N’More, envelopes $329.13; Whittemore Independent, November publications $373.59; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Natural Gas regulator and leak/corrosion survey and meeting expenses/dues $1,911.84; Data Technologies Inc., renewal of annual support and license fees $2,144.23; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,092.12 and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $356.53. 
After comments were received and answered concerning the bills, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Supt. Elbert was asked to look into requirements for inspecting new wiring in commercial buildings.
There were no requests for Builder’s Permits.  

There were no new applications for employment with the City of Whittemore.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

The current natural gas pricing and storage note information was so noted.

Upon motions by Brownell and Kurtz, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Community Center rental rates for the calendar year 2012 will remain the same as set in 2011, namely:

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $80.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $150.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $20.00 minimum rental plus $2.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $30.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $10.00 per person, per season

The Council considered the proposed Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation’s community dues schedule and their request for a three-year annual commitment.  Councilman Simonson explained that the slight increase in per capita dues reflects our decrease in population, and that the three-year commitment is actually near the same amount in dues that Whittemore paid in 2011.  Upon further consideration, motion was made by Kurtz and seconded by Lancaster to approve the $3.90 per capital dues request and the 2012-2015 three-year annual community commitment.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.

Whittemore’s busy “Community Events” schedule for December 2011 was reviewed.  Mayor Elbert expressed his thanks to everyone for attending this year’s successful “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” event on Friday, December 2.
Council reconfirmed its intent to hold their next regular meeting on Thursday, January 5, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
Councilman Brownell expressed his concern that there seems to be something wrong with the brakes on the dump truck.  Supt. Elbert reported he has already discussed the situation with mechanics at Elbert Chevrolet and that repairs, if necessary, will be made in the immediate future.
Mayor Elbert read a complaint letter against the resident living at 605 Broad Street regarding an incident on December 4, 2011 which was in direct violation of Ordinance No. 155 as it pertains to “Open Burning” within the city limits of Whittemore.  The Clerk was instructed to send a copy of the complaint and Ordinance No. 155 to said resident informing them of the laws governing burning in our community.
Councilman Simonson talked about a mold problem on the new tables at the Community Center.  It seems when the tables are wiped off then immediately staked together, air is not circulating enough to dry the table surface properly, thus resulting in mold.  Clerk to contact Stundahl’s Cleaning to check this situation on a weekly basis when they are at the Community Center to perform their regular duties. Council considered purchasing de-humidifiers next summer to rectify the problem.  Councilman Brownell would like to see a pre-rental checklist developed for the cleaning crew and city personnel to perform before each letting of the facility.
Supt. Elbert reported on the following:
· The water leak at Washington and Third Streets has been fixed and he believes it was probably frost related.

· The Swimming Pool is now completely shut down and winterized for the year.

· Snowplows were activated over the weekend following our 3” snowfall Saturday night/Sunday morning.

The Clerk was instructed to issue a “Notice to Abate Nuisance” order to the resident living at 204 210 Street regarding the wrecked/junked vehicle he is keeping on his property.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Council then entered into CLOSED SESSION at 6:35 p.m. to continue discussion of the “Working Superintendent” position and to award a 2011 Christmas bonus to each of the regular employees of the City of Whittemore.

Council returned to OPEN SESSION at 7:00 p.m.  Employees to receive a bonus amount the same as awarded in 2010; the Clerk to research the previously established response time policy for “On Call” municipal employees.  Council to accept the additional resume submitted this week for the Working Superintendent position.  Council also continued discussion on current job applicants and their expectations for this transition, which will take place at the end of December, 2012.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 5, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

