MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, August 4, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 4, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Jennifer Ulrich, Deb Davis, Ron Askland and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Jennifer Ulrich, 2011 Swimming Pool Manager, met with the Council to discuss the season to date.  She reported the pool is nice and clean and over-all, the guards have been doing a good job this year.  Mayor Elbert had a constructive meeting with the pool staff on August 3.  The guards have been putting in long days this year and due to the excessive heat, attendance has been higher than in past years.  Employing guards from West Bend has proven to be a wise decision as they are hard-working individuals and mix well with the rest of the staff.  
Council touched on complaints they have been receiving regarding the guards being in the water and not in their chairs while on duty.  Jennifer stated she realizes that although they are guarding and carrying rescue tubes with them while they are in the water, they definitely need to be up in the chairs where the view of the pool is better.  This is now their practice.  When they have rotation the employees take a quick dip in the water to cool off, but they immediately return to the chairs to carry on their duties.

As the pool employee daily schedules are be taken over by sports practices and the return to college and high school classes, Jennifer is having trouble finding lifeguards to work the evenings of August 17 and August 19.  With the Council’s permission it was decided that the pool will be closed those evenings; Jennifer is asked to post a notice stating this decision well in advance of those dates.  It was also announced that the pool will close for the season on Sunday, August 21 at 5:00 p.m.

A brief discussion followed regarding suggestions and needs for the 2012 swimming season.  Topics included the guards possibly being required to wear a one-piece suit or regulated two-piece swimwear, and good, quality umbrellas being purchased for the chairs to help shade the guards from the sun.
The July 31, 2011 Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser sponsored by the Swimming Pool, prepared by members of the American Legion, and held at the Legion was a huge success, having netted $2,561 in proceeds to date.  Monies raised during this event will be used for maintenance and to purchase equipment at the aquatic facility.  
The Council thanked Jennifer Ulrich for attending and reporting on the swimming season to date.

Council then met with Ron Askland and Deb Davis of Horizon’s Unlimited to discuss the City’s recycling program options.  Several ideas were considered, both by the City of Whittemore and Horizon’s Unlimited, and it is felt by both parties that a pilot program can be worked out between Horizon’s and Whittemore.  At this time Whittemore is spending over $7,800.00 annually to have Shamrock Recycling of Emmetsburg handle the recycling program, whereby Shamrock collects the materials and turns them over to Horizon’s to be processed.  The current recycling contracts with Shamrock Recycling Inc. (residential curbside, business and drop-box) will expire on October 31, 2011.  Council would like to see the annual monies that are being spent with Shamrock invested in collection containers that could be owned and/or shared by Whittemore and Horizon’s Unlimited.  Representatives of Horizon’s to work up a plan to bring back to the table for the next regular Council meeting. 
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the July 7, 2011 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the July 21, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $8903.79; Electric $40549.65; Gas $28915.67; Water $9567.35; Sewer Rental $3276.29; Solid Waste $4483.21; Payroll $28080.75; Equipment $2141.36; Special Account $1166.92; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $3916.55; Customer Deposit $425.00; Debt Service $118.05; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $2000.37; Library Regular $383.64; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  After a review of the monthly transactions, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the July, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $24446.99; Total (all) Employee Wages $19967.94; Total (all) Contract Labor $123.75; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., annual per-capita dues $1908.00; Warmington Custom Blasting, 50% down-payment on newer model garbage truck $10000.00; Golden Magic Productions, Summer Reading Program entertainment at Library $250.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1524.00; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $342.00; Iowa DNR/Operator Certification, Bryan Meyer license renewals $120.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast registration fees $45.00; R. D. Drenkow & Co., July cafeteria plan withholdings $484.60; Judy Erdman, reimbursement $3.05; K-Mart, Summer Reading Program prizes and supplies $214.39; Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $84.95; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $49.40; Baker & Taylor, books $733.25; Gale Inc., books $604.41; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; State Library of Iowa, FY 2012 EBSCOHost Database Subscription Renewal $45.16; Parents Magazine, subscription renewal $7.99; Country Books, books $30.98; and MidAmerica Books, books $131.62.

Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Universal Inc., rust remover chemical $2,536.18; Pool Tech, pulsar briquettes, emergency shut off valve, muriatic acid $1,299.85; Heartland Environmental Distributors, bug wipes $342.38; Stundahl’s Cleaning, July cleaning at Community Center $100.00; Gabriel Gonzalez, reimbursement for Lifeguard Training Class $140.00; Printing Services Inc., inkjet cartridges $47.98; Bomgaars, July statement $29.35; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $43,774.29; Algona Municipal Utilities, assistance with transformer after Diane Hansen accident $1,135.22; Border States Electric, electric distribution $791.27; T & R Electric Supply, single-phase regulator $5,500.00; I.A.M.U., additional cost of rotary gas meter at St. Paul’s Church $1,142.51; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals $222.12; Iowa DNR, Water Supply renewal fees $369.23; and A I Processors, water samples shipping cost $8.10. 

Also, Quality Pump & Control, pull Pump #2 and change out suction valve; eliminate flow meter $1,326.60; Shamrock Recycling Inc., July recycling $655.20; City of Spencer, landfill fees $896.85; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; Tom Eischen Sales, Inc., chainsaw repairs $21.58; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, Inc., tire change $15.50;Titan Machinery, lever $46.63; Farm & Home Services, add 2007 Chevrolet Pickup $150.00; Ernie Williams Ltd., lawn mower repairs $948.20; Bitz Small Engines, push mower repair $45.55; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., July statement $133.34; ATC Cablevision Co., internet services $92.60; Q-West, telephone bills $422.81; Iowa One Call, locates $12.80; Iowa Utilities Board, FY 2012 Assessments for the Iowa Energy Center and the Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research $954.00; L & G Inc., July services $1,073.55; Whittemore Independent, July publications $192.50; Schmitt Hardware, July statement including a/c repair at Library $2,135.11; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $211.65; and City of Whittemore, utilities $2463.27.
Supt. Elbert explained that the single-phase regulator will be used at the Light Plant substation; the lift pump at the sewer plant has been changed out but the flow meter expense is yet to come.  Upon motions by Brownell and Kurtz and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed claims were approved for payment.
The following Building Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:

Warren Householder:  Remove and replace existing fence at 605 Fifth Street.


Whittemore Community Center:  All glass block window replacement and north door replacement at 605 Fourth Street.  Work being performed by Berninghaus Masonry.

Mrs. Jean Simons:  Reshingle roof of house at 514 Sixth Street.

Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Kurtz to approve the three applications as listed above.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts list was reviewed and disconnects were ordered.  The Council then took into consideration the concept of establishing a “Reconnect Fee”.  This is a fee that would be charged to a customer who has been disconnected for non-payment of said utility account in order to have the utilities turned on again.  The Clerk reported other municipalities charge a minimum of $50 to $125 to reconnect services.  Taking into consideration that Whittemore provides three utility services, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to establish a $75.00 “Reconnect Fee” for patrons of Whittemore Municipal Utilities who are disconnected due to non-payment of their account.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Clerk was directed to draw up and present appropriate documentation of this decision for official action at the September regular Council meeting.

The Council then reviewed NIACOG information pertaining to the City of Whittemore 2012 Housing Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program.  The Clerk reported everything is proceeding in a timely manner and more program materials and details requiring Council action will be presented during the next regular meeting.
Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to approve a “Subordination Agreement” as it pertains to a City of Whittemore Rehabilitation Mortgage from the 2007 Housing Owner-Occupied Rehab Program.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
An annual report and a letter from Terry L. Bruns, President and CEO of Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative regarding “Municipal Incentive Credit – Economic Development” were reviewed by the Mayor and Council.  No action was taken at this time on the correspondence.
Allowing for a final wording/phrase change, the Council considered Resolution No. 2011-06, a resolution establishing protocol for demolition and/or clearing of lots/properties within the city limits of Whittemore, Iowa.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to approve Resolution No. 2011-06.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2011-06 duly adopted.  Anyone planning to demolish or clear a lot or other property within the city limits of Whittemore must complete an application requesting Council permission to do so a minimum of six (6) weeks before the planned start date of the project.  Details and complete application information are available at City Hall during regular office hours.

Due to the first Monday in September being the Labor Day holiday, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 7, 2011, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The Whittemore August 2011 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed by the Mayor and Council.
Councilman Brownell announced the newer garbage truck that the City is in the process of purchasing from Warmington Custom Blasting should be available in Whittemore sometime during the week of August 8-12.  Supt. Elbert reported the City has contacted Monson Salvage to dispose of the old garbage truck and the old dump truck and we hope to receive approximately $2800 from Monson for these two salvages.  Council asked Supt. Elbert to strip the units of any useful parts before turning them over to the junk yard.

Councilperson Lancaster gave a brief report from the most recent Library Board meeting she attended.  She stated the air conditioner is still experiencing problems after the A-coil was replaced and that they will have Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware look at it again.  Whittemore Library Director Sandy Long has been appointed to a State Library Board and will serve in this capacity for four years.  The suggestion for “on-line” magazine subscriptions made during last month’s Council meeting was reviewed and Lancaster reported the Library Board feels the electronic service would inconvenience many of the older patrons of the Library who do not have an at-home access to the internet.  Also, the “Neighbors Program” is a new addition to the Whittemore Public Library and users are invited to participate when details of the program are announced later this year.

Trimming and removal of dead trees on church properties will be handled by city personnel under the direction of parish directors or clergy.  Councilman Brownell asked a citizen to trim a row of bushes that are growing into the alley behind said resident’s property. 

The Clerk was directed to contact the landlord of the upstairs apartments at 413 Broad Street asking him to have his tenants use care and for him (as owner) to provide a proper means of disposal of cigarette butts for persons smoking outdoors at this downtown address.  Councilman Brownell then brought forward a discussion regarding parking along Broad Street during the winter months.  He believes the City’s Code of Ordinances should be updated to include a parking ban on Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets during the late-night hours of 2:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. November 1 through March 31. This action would allow snow removal efforts to be conducted in an efficient manner by both city and private equipment operators.  The Clerk was asked to make this issue an agenda item during the September 7, 2011 regular Council meeting.

Councilperson Fraser invited city officials and staff to attend the “Friends of Freedom Road Party”, which will be held in Whittemore on September 3.  Fraser and her husband, Dale, are both charter members of the Freedom Road Band, which toured through Iowa and Minnesota from 1969 to 1976.  Freedom Road will be inducted into the Iowa Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in September at Arnolds Park, Iowa.
Supt. Elbert made the following comments:
· The City has contacted Kirk Moe to power wash the exterior of the water tower.  He believes we should also be contacting Maguire Iron in the near future regarding an interior inspection of the tower.
· Bulbs have been replaced in the downtown street lights and everything seems to be in working order.
· The recirculation pump in the Light Plant needs to have some work done to it and Council approved of Quality Pump personnel to perform the task.

· City of Whittemore employees will be assisting City of Rodman Water Department with reports, etc. until such a time that Rodman staff become certified.

· During the evening hours of Tuesday, July 26, there was a break-in at the Swimming Pool bathhouse.  The west door of the building was damaged but has been repaired to prevent further such incidents.  The act of vandalism was reported to the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office.
The Clerk reviewed with the Mayor and Council a Help Wanted ad composed for the “Working Superintendent” position with the City of Whittemore.  Clerk to advertise in public entity magazines, local shoppers, IAMU and Iowa Lakes Electric publications, and the Whittemore Independent.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Due to the absence of two municipal workers, the annual employee reviews were not held during this session and are now scheduled to be held during the September 7, 2011 regular meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert dutifully declared the August 4, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

