MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, April 5, 2011 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 5, 2011 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Sheriff Steve Kollasch.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

The Mayor and Council congratulated Clerk Linda K. Farrell on her 25th anniversary with the City of Whittemore.
Kossuth County Sheriff Steve Kollasch was in attendance to discuss the Kossuth County Community Foundation grant the Sheriff’s Department has received for the purchase of one surveillance equipment package.  Sheriff Kollasch explained that there are ten communities in Kossuth County that no longer have their own law enforcement.  The new equipment package includes four infrared cameras which will operate as surveillance in one community 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  At this point the Sherriff’s Department is explaining to town council’s the highlights of the surveillance system and the benefits it brings to communities without in-town police protection.  The intent of the cameras is not to spy on citizens; its recordings will only be used as potential evidence in the case of a crime being committed.  
Sheriff Kollasch further explained that there will be a drawing to determine the winning Kossuth County town eligible to use of the new equipment purchased in part by KCCF grant funds.  The nine non-winning communities are encouraged to set funds aside and consider purchasing their own surveillance system.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to have Sheriff Kollasch enter Whittemore into the 2011 drawing for the surveillance equipment funded in part by Kossuth County Community Foundation grant.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Mayor and Council thanked Sheriff Kollasch for taking the time to attend tonight’s meeting.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 7, 2011 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the March 17, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of March, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $6283.97; Electric $39,645.32; Gas $69677.72; Water $8669.37; Sewer Rental $3113.18; Solid Waste $4130.26; Payroll $14557.54; Equipment $2286.14; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $160.00; Road Use Tax $4611.04; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $62.09; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $36.25; Library Regular $642.29; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Brownell to accept the March, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $39808.33; Total (all) Employee Wages $8613.25; Mayor and Council Wages (1st qtr 2011) $632.97; Bryan Meyer, cell phone reimbursement $90.00; Mike Elbert, cell phone reimbursement $90.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1803.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Farmers State Bank, Natural Gas storage note payment $13250.00; R.D. Drenkow & Co., March cafeteria plan withholdings $387.68;Janan Gillis, cleaning $85.00; Randy Mueller, snow removal $40.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $239.73; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $127.92; Baker & Taylor, books $400.87; Center Point Large Print Books, books $82.68; Gale Inc., books $59.99; Crafts N’Things, subscription renewal $21.97; Healthy Cooking, subscription renewal $25.98; North Central Library Service Area, movie licensing USA fee $35.00; Iowa Library Association, membership renewals $95.00; The Library Store Inc., Magic Play Smile Power Panel $235.61; Grass Masters, 2011 lawn treatment program at Library $131.61 and Demco, supplies $81.14.

Also, Douglas McGuire, reimbursement for damage caused to his car $73.30; L & G Inc., services $272.50; Stundahl’s Cleaning, services $100.00; ATC Cablevision, internet service $56.08; ACCO, (2) new 14’ diving boards at Swimming Pool $6,742.00; Iowa Dept of Public Health, 2011 Swimming Pool registration $35.00; Terry’s Welding Inc., hand rail repair $160.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Thul Law Firm, legal fees $325.88; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27,588.60; Border States Electric, electric distribution materials and tools $1,042.80; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, workshop registration fees and distribution investigation $1,727.40; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $123.05; Shamrock Recycling, recycling fees $655.20; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1191.79; Sign Works Ink, signage $141.80; Ernie Williams Ltd., strobe light $80.55; Buscher Bros Corp., copper washers $28.08; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., oil $3.75; MaxYield Cooperative, March statement $1,227.57; Bomgaars, supplies $159.01; Supplies N’More, timecards $98.95; Counsel Office & Document, copier leasing and copies $461.79; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $204.33; Whittemore Independent, March and semi-annual publications $412.29; Mangold Environmental Testing, testing $729.00; Q-West, telephone bills $376.20; Schmitt Hardware, March statement $275.05; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,465.55; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $365.84.
Supt. Elbert to inquire about the service call charged on the statement from Schmitt Hardware. The Council declined paying mileage to Doug McGuire associated with vehicle repairs.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to pay the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Builder’s Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:

Donald M Lee:  10x10x6 portable dog kennel made of pipe & chain link fence, on north side of house at 112 Fifth Street.


Terry Wiederin:  I would like to purchase a larger tool truck, about 33” or 34” long.  I would like to move my 12’x12’ door south 6 ft. and the width will be around 14’.  The peak will run north and south, as does the existing one.  All work to be done to my existing garage at 116 Fifth Street.  (This application was given prior approval by Councilmen Kurtz, Simonson and Brownell.  Brownell commented:  As long as no changes to alley to south of proposed change.)


Delbert Ostwald:  Remove and replace three windows upstairs, two on the east and one on the north.  Remove and replace siding.  All work to be completed at 702 Palo Alto Street.


Dave & Diane Koppen Shop:  Put a 20’x30’ cement slab on the west side of the building to use as a parking area for camper.  All work to be completed at 205 Broad Street.


Dennis Weber:  Move in an existing 8x10 wooden utility shed for storage (no foundation) in the southwest corner of property at 503 Palo Alto Street.


Karla Walker:  Replace basement windows; paint house; cement work: new sidewalks and a 20x10 pad of cement between driveway and stops on southeast corner of house.  All work to be completed at 110 Palo Alto Street.

Councilman Brownell reiterated his statement concerning the application submitted by Terry Wiederin in that he does not want to see any changes made to the stub street, alley or the neighbor’s properties as a result of Wiederin making the proposed change to the length of his existing garage.  Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Lancaster to approve the applications as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for employment.

The Council reviewed lifeguard wages set during the March 7, 2011 regular meeting.  After further consideration and due to the lack of applicants for lifeguarding positions in 2011, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to hereby adjust the previously set wages and pay the 2011 Whittemore Swimming Pool lifeguards the following wages:

Returning Lifeguards:  $7.50 per hour

New Lifeguards:  $7.25 per hour

Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.
The Council reviewed natural gas rates and other charges.  After much debate, discussion and comparison regarding the add-on fee paid by Industrial customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities versus the add-on fee paid by Residential and Commercial customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities, motion was made Simonson and seconded by Brownell to set the add-on fee for Industrial customers at $1.85 per MCF, with the issue to be reviewed again in the fall of 2011.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  No action was taken on the Residential and Commercial add-on fee.
At this time ORDINANCE NO. 175 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII SPECIAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2 “NATURAL GAS UTILITY”, SECTION 7-2-1 “RATES” was introduced.  Ordinance No. 175 declares “Residential and Commercial Rates, Firm Gas – all usage be charged at actual cost (per 100 cubic foot) plus pre-determined Service Fee of $0.47 per 100 cubic foot and Industrial Rates – available to those customers who agree to maintain standby facilities and have an annual fuel consumption in excess of 7,500,000 cubic feet per year that all usage be charged at actual cost per MCF (also minimum bill) plus pre-determined Service Fee of $1.85 per MCF.”

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 175.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Fraser and seconded by Brownell to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 175.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Kurtz and seconded by Fraser to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 175.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 175 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication and the new rates will be reflected in usages posted on utility bills that are due on or before May 20, 2011 and thereafter.

There followed the annual discussion and orders regarding abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other nuisances. Having sent several letters to citizens earlier in the week, as directed to do so by city officials, the Clerk reported several responses have been already been received regarding intents to rectify the problems addressed in said letters.  Councilman Brownell believes that a car owned by a young man serving in the military should be exempt from licensing, etc. until he as owner returns in approximately four to six weeks to settle the issue.  All other owners of abandoned/junked vehicles have been given 30 days to render their situation, or the City will take further action against them.
The Council reviewed employee health insurance renewal information as presented by Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Insurance.  The Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield information stated the percentage of change for the upcoming renewal period is an increase of 4.5% over the current insurance premiums paid for single and family coverage of full-time employees.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Kurtz to split the 4.5% increase 50/50 between the city and the full-time employees covered by said health and dental insurance packages.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Employee insurance premiums payments are made thru automatic payroll deduction.
Upon motions by Simonson Fraser and by unanimous vote of the Council, Brian Goodman was reappointed to serve a five-year term on the Board of Adjustment.  Other Board of Adjustment members include Dean Dahlhauser, James Muller, Sondra Johnson and Willis P. Struecker.
Due to a request by the Clerk to change the next regular meeting date to a day later in the first week of May, the Council set the date and time for the next regular meeting for Wednesday, May 4, 2011, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the chambers of City Hall.
It was announced that the following monies have been awarded to Whittemore applicants for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds:

Sons of the American Legion (table replacement)


$
1,000.00


CityScape Committee (Heritage Corner)




2,500.00


Community Betterment Club (Community Center door & windows)

4,000.00


Whittemore Lifeguards (replace vacuum & diving boards)


2,700.00


Library (Children’s Room redecorating)




1,000.00


Library (Large-print books)





1,000.00





      WHITTEMORE TOTAL
$          12,200.00

These monies will greatly benefit and help complete these worthwhile projects!  Councilpersons Fraser and Simonson were again thanked for their work in completing the paperwork required in the application process.

Speaking as a member of the “Equipment, City Buildings/City Grounds” Council Committee, Councilman Brownell requested that city workers prime, paint and wax all snow moving plows/equipment before putting it away for the season. 
Mayor Elbert presented a list of “Things to Do” for full and part-time employees during the upcoming weeks.  It will be May 1 before we know it and at that time we need to be completely prepared for the upcoming summer months (Pool, Ball Park, etc.).

It was noted the trash can previously located at the entrance of the Post Office has been moved further east down the sidewalk in order to discourage people from throwing away materials that can be recycled. (i.e. newspapers, magazines and catalogs).  Citizens are reminded the trash can is for “trash” only, and everyone’s efforts to spruce up the downtown business area and also residential areas are greatly appreciated.

It was decided that in the near future a committee will be put together to search for a new garbage truck to replace the city’s current 1977 model.
Councilperson Fraser thanked everyone for their kind words and condolences to her and her family following the sudden death of her sister, Sherry Harmon, of Algona.

Clerk Farrell acknowledged the donation made to the Whittemore Fire Department by Brian Thul of Thul Law Firm.

The Council reviewed a proposed three-year contract for recycling from Mike Flannegan, owner of Shamrock Recycling Inc., in Emmetsburg.  After the March 7, 2011 Council meeting the City asked Mr. Flannegan if we could discontinue the monthly residential curbside pick-up and instead, have the five-unit recycling bin at Kossuth and Seventh Street changed four times per month, one more time per month over the current changing schedule of every 10 days.  Mr. Flannegan’s new three-year contract states “Shamrock may process the recyclables if they wish and will notify the City of Whittemore three (3) months prior to them beginning”.  As the City of Whittemore officials wish to have the communities recyclable materials continue going to Horizon’s Unlimited to help maintain employment for its residents, Councilperson Fraser and the Clerk to investigate other recycling opportunities that would continue to use Horizon’s Unlimited as the drop-off point for (recyclable materials) processing.  The City’s current contract with Shamrock Recycling Inc. to remain in effect until October 31, 2011 or upon the City’s cancellation of the agreement.

Mayor Elbert read a correspondence from Rick Ryan of Electrical Solutions & Design Inc. regarding failure of the lamps that Neptun Lighting has supplied to the City for use in the antique street lights along Broad Street.  The e-mail stated “Neptun has tested the lamps returned and has found them to have an electronics circuit board issue.  That is why the life of the lamps has been cut way short and the lamps are prematurely failing.”  The letter goes on to state that Neptun is sending out replacements and compensation will be made to the city for the cost of unwarranted labor used to install the replacement lamps.  The Council strongly hopes this proves to be the solution to the lighting problems we have been experiencing along Broad Street, at no additional cost to the City.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 5, 2011 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

__________________________________________
___________________________________________


Linda K. Farrell, City Clerk


Daniel J. Elbert, Mayor

