MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, September 6, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Thursday, September 6, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andi Thompson, Mike Elbert, Joe Muller, Shelley Stacy, Rose Walker, Tim Allen and Jeremy Thilges.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Joe Muller, representing Farm & Home Insurance, was present to discuss July 13, 2012 hail insurance claims on city-owned properties.  Mr. Muller explained each of the “By Location” adjustor settlements.  It was the Council’s decision to re-evaluate roofs at the Library, Water Plant and Swimming Pool next spring, and to get a bid to repair (if necessary) the rubber roof on the Devine Office building.
Year-end discussions regarding the Swimming Pool and the Little League program were held at this time.  2012 Pool Manager Shelley Stacy reported they had a good year at the pool.  Total patron attendance Monday, June 4 thru Saturday, August 18 was 2,694.  She stated the lifeguards did an excellent job during a summer where no rain days were unexpected but endured, along with the record-breaking temperatures in July and August. Council members reported they received numerous compliments throughout the summer about how clean the pool was kept and how easily recognizable and efficient the lifeguard staff was during the season.  Shelley recommended having “NO RUNNING” stenciled on the concrete as it is one of the major problems with kids at the pool.  The Mayor and Council thanked Shelley Stacy for her dedication to the Pool in 2012 and commended her on a job well done. 
Council then reviewed the 2012 Little League season with coaches Tim Allen and Jeremy Thilges and Concession Stand operator Rose Walker.  All parties want to keep the league in town, which in doing so continues to enhance the community. Whittemore has a great ball diamond that we need to utilize the facilities. It is felt 2012 was an unusual year in that we were only able to field two T-Ball teams due to declining numbers.  Hopefully some of the kids who played in Algona in 2012 can return to play in Whittemore in 2013.  City staff to meet with the coaches to order water coolers to be supply water for game nights.  Also, a new chalker will need to be purchased.  Tim Allen stated he is willing to donate his time to straighten or repair the south fence at the ballpark.  Councilman Simonson brought forward a short discussion of the concession stand and its need for attention (painting/staining).  It was the Council’s decision to allow Rose Walker and her family to revitalize the concession stand as they see fit.  Councilman Johnson was named 2013 Whittemore Baseball Coordinator, working with City staff to contact area towns to recruit players for local Little League teams.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 6, 2012 regular Council meeting and the August 14, 2012 Special Council meeting were approved as published in the August 16, 2012 and August 23, 2012 editions of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $13110.77; Electric $60595.15; Gas $23405.89; Water $12331.87; Sewer Rental $7134.02; Solid Waste $8620.97; Payroll $24113.71; Equipment $3333.03; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $5296.01; Customer Deposit $538.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $52.53; Library Regular $34.25; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the August, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following bills were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy, reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $18320.70; Total (all) Employee Wages $15757.90; Total (all) Contract Labor $144.00; Jay Thompson, labor to weld removable handrail for ramp at Community Center $100.00; Bennett Recycling, dumpster service $260.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1173.92; MaxYield COOP, July statement $1341.38; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1122.00; Iowa DNR, annual Water and Wastewater permit fees $269.04; American Red Cross, lesson certificates $44.00; NW Communications, new printer and installation fee $334.85; Farmers State Bank, Master Note interest and principal payments $15831.73; R D Drenkow & Co., August cafeteria plan contributions $509.60; Counsel Office & Document, monthly lease payment and copies $88.62; Degan Extinguisher & Repair, fire extinguisher maintenance $23.00; Iowa Library Association, Conference registration fee $196.00; Health, subscription renewal $12.97; Family Handyman, subscription renewal $24.98; Better Homes & Gardens, subscription renewal $11.98; Patricia McDaniel, “Historic National Road Yard Sale” cookbook $20.00; Baker & Taylor, books $370.43; The Book Farm, Inc., children’s books $51.88; DVA, rental DVDs $177.95; Sandy Long, reimbursement for books and Skippyjon Jones plush $26.75; Janan J. Gillis, cleaning $100.00; K-Mart, DVD’s, supplies and water/lemonade for Cylinder Tractor Ride $117.80; Gale Inc., large print books $149.93; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; and Large Print Overstocks, books $92.85.

Also, Whittemore Independent, publications, subscription renewal, and supplies $544.85; KCEDC, website LOIS updating $15.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning. August cleaning at Community Center $100.00; Whittemore Fire Department, annual payment toward new station $2,500.00; Universal Inc., 2013 Pool cleaner chemical $2,571.05; Randy Mueller, mowing $120.00; Brown Supply Co., STOP stencil $216.00; Pool Tech, pulsar briquettes and muriatic acid; second half of 2012 season chemicals $3,337.53; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Bomgaars, weather strip adhesive $5.29; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $25,213.03; Elbert Bros Well Drilling Inc., backhoe services $420.00; Border States, charts $68.70; Iowa Rural Water Association, conference registration fee $175.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $218.35; Vessco Inc., coupling and tube element $544.62; Tegra Corporation, salt at water plant $3,032.96; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., freight for salt at water plant $587.08; A I Processors, water sample UPS charges $8.47; Utility Equipment Co., replacement materials $403.96; Fenton 66 Service, fuel $45.00; Gene’s Tire Center, repair service $22.00; ATC Cablevision, internet services $92.60; IAMU, quarterly safety meeting dues $316.61; L & G Inc., August services $4,936.28; Mangold Environmental Testing, testing fees $84.00; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $109.54; Century Link, phone bills $431.12; Schmitt Hardware, August statement $512.79; Tom Eischen Sales, chain for chainsaw and weed spraying at lagoon $190.04; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,579.75; and City of Whittemore, total August petty cash expenses $187.40.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-mentioned claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

Sheri Fuoss:  Reshingle roof of house and small shed in rear yard at 610 Seventh Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Melvin Ostwald:  Replace shingles on house at garage at 100 Fourth Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Mike Buscherfeld:  Remove and replace shingles on house at 614 Palo Alto Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Lois Zimmerman:  Replace shingles on house and garage at 618 Sixth Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Mrs. Betty Kollasch:  At 710 Second Street, reshingle roof of house, garage and small shed in rear yard; replace eaves & gutters where needed.  All work due to 7-13-12 hail storm.  


Theresa Ricke:  Install new roof on house and garage at 108 Fourth Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Eleanor Meyer:  Install new roof and gutters on house at 708 Fourth Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Garmon Adams:  Install new roof on house at 706 Third Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Mrs. Leola Knecht:  Reshingle roof of house at 113 Palo Alto Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Tony Grandgenett:  Reshingle roof of garage at 406 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Jim Muller:  Replace shingles on house, garage and small shed in rear of property at 108 Palo Alto Street due to 7-13-12 hail.


Bernadine Kellogg:  Reshingle house and garage at 106 Palo Alto Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Don Lee:  Reshingle house and garage at 112 Fifth Street due to 7-13-12 hail damage.


Stan & Marlys Simonson:  Reshingle roof of house and possible replacement of gutters, both a result of 7-13 hail storm.  All work to be completed at 601 Clay Street.


Mrs. Leola Knecht:  Install new windows, side-door, and siding on garage located on east side of property at 113 Palo Alto Street.


Warren Householder:  Reshingle house and garage and replace gutters due to 7-13-12 hail storm.  All work to be completed at 605 Fifth Street.


Don & Sandy Long:  At 714 Kossuth Street, reshingle roof on house and garage; replace two windows on east side of house with units of same size.  All due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.  


Jason & Suzanne Brownell:  Reshingle house and garage at 501 Clay Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Harry & Carol Bonnstetter:  Reshingle roof of house, garage and small shed in rear yard at 714 Second Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Paul Johnson:  Reshingle south side of roof and enclosed area where awning used to be.  All work to be completed at 708 Sixth Street.


Sid Simonson:  Possibly reshingle house roof around vent caps and reside entire house.  Also, replace soffits, fascia and 10 windows in house.  All work to be completed at 105 Fourth Street due in part to 7-13-12 hail damage.


Paul Johnson:  Install a 5’4” privacy fence (measurement includes lattice piece on top of fence) along north, west and south sides of house and yard area (to the edge of property line), coming up to the southeast edge property line near road.  All work to be completed at 708 Sixth Street.


Third Street Condominiums:  Reshingle four condo roofs on Third Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Sharon Wehrspan:  Reshingle roof of house at 603 Seventh Street due to 7-13-12 hail damage.


Sharon Wehrspan:  Reshingle roof of house at 607 Seventh Street due to 7-13-12 hail damage.

Sharon Wehrspan:  Reshingle roof of house at 610 Clay Street due to 7-13-12 hail damage.


Jerry & Norma Bormann:  Remove and replace shingles and siding on house and garage at 502 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Edna Potratz:  Reshingle roof of house, garage and shed, and reside house; apply new gutters to house and garage.  All work to be completed at 520 Fourth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm damages.


Dan Smith:  Reshingle roof of house and garage and apply new gutters and downspouts on house at 501 Fifth Street.  All work related to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Bob Lappe:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 507 Second Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Steve & Lisa Goodman:  Reshingle roof of house, garage and shed at 101 Fifth Street due to 7-12-13 hail storm damages.

Brent Opheim:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 519 Fifth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Mark Bonnstetter, Jr.:  Reroof (with tin) house and possibly garage at 614 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.

Mrs. Patricia Baumann:  Reshingle roof of house on property at 702 Second Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Wayne Wagner:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 610 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm.


Adolph Kurtz:  Due to 7-13-12 storm damage, replace roof and fascia.  Paint gray (body) and white (trim).  All work to be completed at 213 Palo Alto Street.


Adolph Kurtz:  Due to 7-13-12 hail storm, replace roof.  Also, finish steps on back deck.  All work to be completed at 513 Third Street.


Mrs. Marjorie Kajewski:  Reshingle roof of house on property at 103 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Richard & Norma Lane:  Due to 7-13-12 hail storm, reshingle house and garage replace gutters and replace siding on house.  Also, at a later date, replace basement windows, garage door and windows.  All work to be completed at 216 Fourth Street.

Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-mentioned applications with the exception of Paul Johnson’s request to install a privacy fence on his property at 708 Sixth Street, which is under review due to conflict with City Code which requires all fences be erected a minimum of three feet from the property line.  Supt. Elbert to measure and mark property lines for the Johnsons.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Clerk Farrell gave a brief update on the 2012 Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Progress is being made and it has been announced that interested and qualified persons living within the pre-designated “Target Area” can make application for a Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Grant during the intake period from 8:00 a.m. Monday, September 10, 2012 through 4:00 p.m. on Monday, October 1, 2012.  Applications are available at Whittemore City Hall or by calling the City Clerk’s office at 515-884-2265 to make a request to have an application mailed to your home address. 

The date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Monday, October 1, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall. 

Resolution No. 2012-15; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 City Street Financial Report was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Simonson and Brownell and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2012-15 was declared adopted.

No action was taken regarding the agenda item to continue discussion on City-wide sidewalk repair.

Whittemore’s September 2012 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed by the Mayor and Council.  St. Michael’s Feast Day Breakfast will take place on Sunday, September 23 with serving from 8:00 – 11:30 p.m. at the Parish Center. Also, Councilman Simonson noted there would be no Legion Breakfast served in September, but that the monthly event will begin again on Sunday, October 14.
Councilperson Lancaster reported on happenings at the Library and also announced that Whittemore Library Director Sandy Long has been nominated for a position on the State Library Board.  In anticipation of winter, Councilman Johnson requested reports on all city-owned vehicles and equipment.

Mayor Elbert directed city staff to get the Pool buttoned up and everything put inside the bathhouse as soon as possible.
Supt. Elbert reported on the following:

· A possible electrical upgrade is pending at Whittemore Feeder’s Supply.  They are requesting a pay plan be established to reimburse the city for all costs associated with the project.

· Shannen Struckman, an electrical engineer with DGR out of Rock Rapids, Iowa, was in Whittemore to take pictures and gain information about the City’s Light Plant.  He will put together some figures and recommend avenues the city can explore to upgrade the Light Plant switchboard and electric distribution system.  After he has completed his work he will contact the Council for their review.
· The third and final lift-pump has been replaced at the Sewer Plant.

· Thanked the Mayor and Council for their retirement offer and his last day is planned for Wednesday, September 26, 2012.

Municipal worker Bryan Meyer reported on the following:

· An employee of Dump-It accidentally tore down electric services from two residences living along Second Street.  That company’s insurance will cover all expenses associated with the repair.

· The computer hard-drive at the Light Plant is ready to crash and Mr. Meyer is seeking the Council’s permission to replace the existing unit.  Council recommended getting estimates before making a purchase.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

The Council did not enter into “CLOSED SESSION” as stated on the meeting agenda.  It was announced that James Zinnel of 210 Fourth Street, Whittemore, has signed the “Employment Package” offered to him after the August 31, 2012 Special Council meeting, and with Mayor Elbert’s signature of the same document, is hired to work for the City of Whittemore as a “General Laborer” beginning Monday, October 1, 2012.  Council then requested from Bryan Meyer that he prepare and have ready for the next regular meeting, a written training regimen with expectations outlined for the first month of James Zinnel’s training.  Meyer stated a lot of it will be hands-on work and some will be difficult to anticipate; he will have such a document ready for Council review on 10-01-12.  It was also discussed that part-time employee Alvin Bell will work on an as-needed basis for a minimum amount of time.  Other issues were discussed and will be taken into consideration as the city officials and staff work through this transition period.  The Mayor and Council thanked Mike Elbert for his 40 years of dedicated service to the City of Whittemore.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 6, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 7:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

