MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, October 1, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, October 1, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

Mayor Elbert extended his thanks to the Council and City Staff for the expressions of sympathy and condolences he received for the loss of his sister, Eileen Bell, who passed away unexpectedly on September 11, 2012.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

The minutes of the September 6, 2012 regular Council meeting were reviewed and a correction was made in that Councilman Johnson was in attendance at the meeting, not former Councilman Kurtz.  As there were no further additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as published with the exception of the correction as noted.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of September, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $8906.91; Electric $49523.31; Gas $25049.03; Water $9014.54; Sewer Rental $3179.76; Solid Waste $4274.71; Payroll $30183.76; Equipment $1530.77; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $4818.30; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $242.79; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.17; Library Regular $108.00; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.   Clerk answered several questions regarding bills that were paid in September.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to approve the September 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $18731.78; Total (all) Employee Wages $18818.88; Total (all) Contract Labor $58.50; Mayor and Council salaries, 3rd quarter 2012 $832.53; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $109.54; transfer Project Share funds to WMU Account #2905 $50.00; MaxYield Coop, August statement $1435.77; Mike Elbert, reimbursement for Water continuing education meeting expenses $76.19; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1187.00; Matt Rawlins % City of Whittemore, refund of customer deposit $100.00; Westman Freightliner, repair parts $242.73; RD Drenkow & Co., September employee withholdings for cafeteria plan $907.66; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $12.33; Sandy Long, reimbursement $69.00; Gale Inc., large-print books $59.97; Center-Point Large Print, books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books $440.84; A+ Tree Service, stump grinding services $759.00; Colonial Research, ice melt pellets $311.97; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; NIACOG, 1st monthly installment for CDBG Grant – General Administration for Housing Rehabilitation Program $245.00; and Stundahl’s Cleaning, September cleaning services $75.00.  

Border States Electric, distribution materials $680.31; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33,982.07; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $55.00; American Public Gas Association, annual membership dues $330.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, OQ continuing education class fee $5.00; A I Processors, water samples UPS charges $17.44; Iowa DNR, Annual Water Use Fee for Calendar Year 2013 $66.00; Quality Pump & Control, installation of third/final lift pump at Lagoon $11,291.22;  City of Spencer, landfill fees $690.61; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Trans-Iowa Equipment Inc., brooms for Street Sweeper $561.81; Fastenal, parts for Case Loader $27.71; Westman Freightliner, cable control for Dump Truck $134.17; Bonnstetter Auto Body, hail damage repair on 2007 Chevy pickup $2,469.12; Bomgaars, September statement $264.39; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant and an adjustable pump to be billed to City of Rodman $604.86; Sign Works Ink, recycling bin labels and “No Parking In Alley Right of Way” signs $227.71; Bryan Meyer, meeting expenses/reimbursement $157.20; L & G Inc., September services $850.90; Schmitt Hardware, September statement $440.93; Counsel Office & Document, copies & lease agreement $257.40; ATC Cablevision, internet service $92.60; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,298.86; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $357.64.  

The Council feels the city is better protected now by the posting of the “No Parking in Alley Right-of-Way” signs in the business alley south of Broad Street.  Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed bills for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for the Council’s consideration:
Terry Wiederin:  Remove and replace roof on house; remove and replace siding on house; remove and replace gutters & fascia on house; replace south window on west side of house; replace southeast door with 36” door and 12” side light window; close off window west of door.  All work to be completed at 116 Fifth Street.


Richard Thilges:  Reshingle and apply new gutters on house and garage; reshingle and reside back shed.  All work to be completed at 114 Fourth Street due to 7-13-12 hailstorm damage.


Roger Hentges:  Reshingle roof on house and replace gutters at 510 Fifth Street due to hail damage July 13, 2012.


Roger Hentges Rental:  Reshingle roof on house due to hail damage on 7-13-12.


Mary Schulz:  Reside, reshingle and replace gutters on house and garage due to hail damage on 7-13-12.


Greg Kinsman:  Re-roofing due to 7-13-12 hail damage; new gutters on house, garage and shed.  All work to be completed at 611 Clay Street.

Roger & Diane Hansen:  Reshingle house and garage at 709 Second Street due to hail damage on 7-13-12.


Dennis Demory:  Reshingle roofs of house and garage on property at 510 First Street due to hail storm on 7-13-12.


Dennis Kollasch:  Reshingle roof of house and garage on property at 709 Fourth Street due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12.


Dennis Weber:  Move storage shed on to southwest corner of lot at 503 Palo Alto Street.


Roxie Page:  Erect an 8x10 steel storage shed in back yard of property at 88 Palo Alto Street.

Brad & Nicole Buscher:  Reshingle roof of house; apply new gutters, eaves and fascia.  All work to be completed on property at 101 Fourth Street due to hailstorm damage on 7-13-12.


Michael Zimmerman:  Reshingle roof of house and garage on property at 511 First Street.


Brian Thul:  Tuck point repair of damaged areas on building at 413 Broad Street.


Dan Smith:  Renovate storage shed in rear yards by applying a new roof and shingles, new siding and trim and painting; also, apply old gutters from house to pole building.  All work to be completed at 501 Fifth Street.


Becky Lancaster:  Reshingle house and garage roofs on property at 613 Kossuth Street due to hail storm damages on July 13, 2012.

Upon motions by Brownell and Johnson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as presented.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.
At this time Resolution No. 2012-16 was introduced.  Supt. Meyer and the Council discussed the proposed “Hold Harmless Agreement” between Ayrshire Communications and the City of Whittemore.  Meyer reported ATC/Northwest Communications wants to put fiber optic cable in the 12” casing that runs under the railroad tracks that contains the city’s water service.  In time they would also like to install two vaults, but those details have not been worked out yet.  As ATC/Northwest Communications has always been a good business partner to the City of Whittemore, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to accept Resolution No. 2012-16; a Resolution Accepting a “Hold Harmless Agreement” between Ayrshire Communications and the City of Whittemore Regarding Installation of Fiber Optic Facilities Within the Public Road Right-of-Way at “No Charge” to ATC/Northwest Communications for piggy-backing their equipment with that already put in place by the City of Whittemore.  Under no circumstances will the City be responsible for any loss of use or damages to fiber optic cable owned by ATC/Northwest Communications of Havelock, Iowa.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2012-16 duly adopted.
Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to approve the electronic renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion for their property at 601 Broad Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

A short discussion followed regarding 2012 street repair projects.  Council feels that patch repairs only will be made this year.  Councilman Brownell would like to have an estimate to cement patch these areas versus applying blacktop.  Focus should be put on the street where a water main leak was repaired near 216 Fourth Street and also  where some work was done earlier near 604 Sixth Street.  Other repair areas will be allowed to settle over the winter and will be fixed in 2013.  Council is aware of the deteriorating conditions of Palo Alto and Kossuth Streets and plans on budgeting for resurfacing when funds allow for the projects.
At this time Council tabled any action on the continued discussion of city-wide sidewalk repairs, taking the item off the agenda until next spring.  During the upcoming winter months, Councilperson Fraser would like to see the Council formulate a sidewalk repair program which could include naming a certain number of walks where the cost (materials, labor, etc.) could be divided equally between property owners if all the work can be accomplished at the same time.  The Clerk was then asked to send a letter to two property owners regarding their defective sidewalks and when the City could expect to see them repaired.
Upon motions by Lancaster and Simonson and by unanimous vote of the Council, Bryan Meyer was appointed to fill the City’s five-year term as “Zoning Administrator” that was vacated by Michael D. Elbert upon his retirement on September 26, 2012.  Meyer’s term will expire on April 2, 2013.

The Whittemore “Community Events” for October 2012 was reviewed.  It was noted that unless someone or a group of people come forward to organize and do the work, there will not be a Youth Halloween Party in Whittemore this year.  Annual Halloween door-to-door Trick’r Treating is scheduled to be held on October 31, 2012 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  Residents wishing to be visited by ghosts and goblins should leave their porch lights “ON” during this designated time period.  Also keep in mind that local high school students will be out collecting canned goods for the Algona Food Pantry during this same time.
The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, November 5, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.

A City Committee Report regarding the Library was given by Councilperson Lancaster.  She indicated that Library personnel are worried about speeding traffic on Fourth Street and the trucks and cars always parked near the Fourth and Broad Street STOP sign.  Also, the Library Board and Staff are working on grant ideas such as having the sidewalk fixed in front of the Library and upgrading of the furnace and air conditioner units in the building.  They are also looking to obtain funds to digitalize back editions of the “Whittemore Champion” and “Whittemore Independent”, and to purchase new computers for the Children’s Room.  Lancaster reported that use of the Whittemore Public Library has steadily increased in 2012.

Council heard a request to cut down a walnut tree on the south side of the residence at 502 Kossuth Street.  Municipal workers were asked to comply with the request, and to also look into the possibility of removing walnut trees at 414 Kossuth Street and 507 Sixth Street.
The Mayor, Council and Superintendent reviewed the first-month training regimen Meyer put together for newly-hired employee James Zinnel.

Council then considered two bids for a new computer to replace the existing desktop unit at the Light Plant, per Bryan Meyer’s request on September 6, 2012.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to accept the bid by Northwest Communications in Algona for a new desktop computer with a wireless USB adapter and Microsoft Office, Home & Business 2010 in the total package amount of 791.98, and also that a new 19” monitor be ordered for use with the new unit.  Vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
The Clerk informed the Council that at the November 5, 2012 meeting, Dennis Henrich of the City of Spencer’s Northern Plains Regional Collection Center plans to attend to discuss a “Household Hazardous Waste Program” that the City of Spencer wants to establish as a service to our community.  More information will be forthcoming during the next regular meeting.

Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Fraser that City staff contacts Kelly Thilges to clean the exterior of the water tower per his verbal bid of $2,000 (or less).  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Supt. Meyer and Clerk Farrell reported on an initial discussion between Keith Eyler, Senior Account Representative with ITC (electric) Midwest and city staff on Tuesday, September 18, 2012 concerning ITC’s pending proposal to eliminate the 34,500 KVA transmission line with the possibility of re-routing Whittemore’s tie-line to the 69,000 KVA Corn-Belt Power owned transmission line two miles south of town.  Although Mr. Eyler reported that it will be two, three or four years before anything occurs with this issue, the Whittemore City Council feels an immediate need to become organized with an electric service provider before August, 2013.  Many questions arose from this brief discussion; city staff was asked to research the legalities of abandoning a tie-line service.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  The Mayor, Council and citizens are reminded of the important meeting at the Whittemore Post Office on Monday, October 22, 2012 beginning at 5:00 P.M. when local management will share the results of the survey that was conducted in late September, answer questions, and solicit input regarding the time of day the Post Office will be open.  Although survey results will be known and shared, the Postal Service will not make a final decision regarding this office until after the public meeting.  This will enable the Postal Service to obtain all community input and opinions, from both the surveys and the meeting, before making a final decision.  At this time the United States Postal Service intends to maintain the Whittemore Post Office with six hours of window service each weekday.  Current Saturday window service hours and access to delivery receptacles will not change as a result of the POST Plan realignment of weekday window service hours.

The Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION to discuss municipal employees or pending litigation.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 1, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
