MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 5, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 5, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser and Brownell.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Denny Henrich, Craig Paulsen, Dennis Kollasch, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Mayor and Council met with Denny Henrich of the Regional Collection Center at Spencer and Craig Paulsen of the Spencer Public Works Department.  Both gave a review of the start-up and ongoing Household Hazardous Waste Program and other recycling services that has been implemented by RCC with the assistance of Iowa DNR grant funding.  This waste recovery service is now available to Whittemore residents via mobile collection.  There is no charge for residential collection as the City (of Whittemore) is assessed the cost for any (residential) pickup of household hazardous waste.  Small businesses generating less than 250 pounds of waste would also be able to participate in the program, however the business would be charged according to Iowa Department of Natural Resources requirements.
Additional discussion followed, and then the Council thanked Mr. Henrich and Mr. Paulsen for their presentation.  No decision was made at this time as to whether the City of Whittemore will participate in the collection program; Council will return to the subject for further consideration in March, 2013.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 1, 2012 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the October 11, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $46141.95; Electric $47436.17; Gas $38345.27; Water $8981.85; Sewer Rental $3276.61; Solid Waste $4829.01; Payroll $14885.68; Equipment $4735.70; Special Account $617.31; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $160.00; Road Use Tax $3893.47; Customer Deposit $312.00; Debt Service $2335.65; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.16; Library Regular $103.66; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.   

Supt. Meyer reported on the deteriorating condition of the basement furnace at the Community Center and he recommends replacement of the unit be nominated as a project to receive Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the October, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s financial reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $24277.15; Total (all) Employee Wages $8806.72; Total (all) Contract Labor $40.50; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Century Link, September services $434.32; Printing Services Inc., September supplies $187.41; R D Drenkow & Co., total October employee cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Janan Gillis, cleaning 100.00; Joy Metzger, Library reimbursement $53.72; Sandy Long, Library reimbursement $619.77; Judy Erdman, Library reimbursement $5.89; Gale Inc., large-print books $20.24; Center-Point Large Print, books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books $159.29; DEMCO, Library supplies $412.26; Counsel, copy machine rental and copies for September and October $176.78; Micro Marketing, audio books $147.99; Kmart, supplies $117.01; Farm & Ranch, subscription renewal $24.98; Taste of Home Simple & Delicious, subscription renewal $24.98; Mother Earth News, subscription renewal $14.95; Martha Stewart Living, subscription renewal $24.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Bev Walker, lights for Broad Street decorations; labor to replace $311.97; Iowa Dept of Ag & Land Stewardship, pesticide applicator’s license renewal fee $10.00; 
Community Lumber Supply, work materials for concrete pour at Fourth & Railroad Streets $84.03; Randy Mueller, vacant property lawn upkeep $75.00; Bomgaars, October repair materials & purchases $556.58; Pro-Build, rebar for street repair/concrete work $241.10; GCC Ready Mix, concrete pour at Fourth & Railroad Streets $773.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, October Community Center cleaning $125.00; Farm & Home Services, 2013-14 Treasurer’s Bond $100.00; Barco Municipal Products, sidewalk maintenance $85.20 and Northwest Iowa League of Cities, 2012-13 membership dues $25.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31,966.04; Border States Electric, distribution materials $952.40; Precision Cooling Towers, Inc., galvanized strainer for generator cooling towers $747.07; Northern Municipal Distributors Group, 2012 dues assessment $492.55; DeRossett Company, replacement natural gas meter $992.84; Elbert Bros Well Drilling, labor and equipment services $412.71; Vessco Inc., rotor assembly and bearing at Water Plant $457.75; Nugenco Inc., exterior cleaning of Water tower $1,800.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $195.90; Arnold Motor Company, oil filter $8.90; Bitz Small Engines, mower repair $19.25; MaxYield Cooperative, October fuel statement $1,923.89; Buscher Bros Corp., hydraulic hose and end $88.13; American Test Center, annual safety inspection of lift truck $395.00; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., Street Sweeper repair $30.72; Trans-Iowa Equipment, Street Sweeper repair parts $351.00; T & R Electric, 500 KVA three-phase pad mount $6,710.00; Thilges Family Sausage Haus, refund of customer deposit $150.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, testing $156.00 Whittemore Independent, October publications $191.63; Schmitt Hardware, October services and materials $212.71; ATC Cablevision, internet charges $68.63; L & G Inc., October services $351.25; Northwest Communications, desktop computer, monitor and Office program $1,038.95; A I Processors, UPS charges $9.34;  Data Technologies, 2013 Summit License and Support Fee $2,165.68; Brown Supply, Gas distribution materials and Water curb box extension $175.60; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., October statement $174.23; Century Link, telephone bills $482.72; City of Whittemore, utilities $2899.92 and City of Whittemore, October petty cash expenses $275.78.
Supt. Meyer reported a second natural gas meter head at AIP will need to be replaced due to it being damaged by hail on July 13, 2012.  Both incidents will be turned over to the City’s insurance company as (damage) claims resulting from the storm.  Also discussed was the recent concrete pours to repair street surfaces that were torn up to fix leaks in water mains.  Staff reports the City is currently not equipped with the appropriate tools to do said work and that they used their own personal equipment to complete the tasks last month.  Council recommends staff compile a list and cost estimate to be submitted for consideration in December for tools they would need to complete future concrete projects.  Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to pay the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for “Builder’s Permits” were presented for Council approval:
Robert Meyer:  Reshingle roofs of house and garage, and apply new gutters and soffit on house.  All work to be completed at 518 Third Street, due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Brent Wykoff:  At 111 Fourth Street, remove and replace shingles on house and storage shed due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Mrs. Rita Hansen:  Reshingle roof of house on property at 108 Prairie Street due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12.


Kay Elbert:  Remove and replace shingles and gutters on house due to hail damage on 7-13-12.


Marvin Johnson:  Reshingle roof of house and garage; replace gutters and fascia (where needed).  All work to be completed at 702 Seventh Street due to July 13, 2012 hail damage.


Dennis Kollasch:  Construction of a 18x31x10 steel storage building in back lot of 709 Fourth Street. 

Dennis Kollasch was in attendance to discuss his application.  He stated he has purchased the steel building from Tom Eischen Sales and that it will line up with the other buildings at the east side of his property and the building to the south owned by Bill Newhouse.  Supt. Meyer explained that an alley runs through the area they are discussing and that underground utilities exist in the alley.  He reported that City policy states that should a utility have problems in such an instance, the building owner will be responsible for the cost of moving the shed(s), even in the case of an emergency where the City would have to immediately move the structure.  Mr. Kollasch stated the door of the new unit will face (east) to Third Street, and that he does not plan on putting any concrete under the building.  He also acknowledged understanding the City’s policy with regard to access in the alley.
Council also discussed with Denny Kollasch his family’s request to move the 25 mph speed limit sign further south in order to slow the traffic traveling along Fourth Street past his residence.  City staff to contact the Kossuth County Roadway Dept. seeking a resolution to the Kollasch request as moving the sign to the south will move the posting outside the city limits.

After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed applications and that Builder’s Permits be issued to all parties.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Council thanked Dennis Kollasch for taking the time to discuss his project.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council reviewed a “2012 Report of Natural Gas Storage Related Charges & Purchases” made by Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  The Clerk reported the stored gas and other charges associated with the purchases have all been paid for up front and that no “Natural Gas Storage Note” is being held at Farmers State Bank.
The active Whittemore “Community Calendar of Events” for November 2012 was reviewed and it was noted that the annual business Open House holiday event will be held on Friday, November 30 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. throughout beautiful downtown Whittemore.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, December 3, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Councilman Johnson inquired about the possibility of having the trees trimmed near his home on Second Street.  Supt. Meyer reported the City is in the process of performing the task, working their way east from Seventh Street.  Johnson also noted that the electric meters the City of Whittemore intends to purchase from Algona Municipal Utilities are ready to be picked up by local municipal employees.  

Councilman Simonson suggests detailed instructions for general operation of engines at the Light Plant and equipment at the Water Plant should be developed and posted at each respective site, if they haven’t been composed and displayed already.

Supt. Meyer reported that the City has purchased 24 meters for use in water distribution.  Currently the city uses pulse water meters and there is only one manufacturer that continues to make this style.  Most communities are going wireless or using touch readers, and this is something the Council will need to take into consideration for future needs.
Council reviewed a complaint regarding the vacant house at 606 Fifth Street and also a copy of a letter from Mr. Troy Weary, Manager of Community Relations for ITC Midwest which summarized a conversation between Keith Eyler, ITC Midwest Stakeholder Relations Account Representative and Mike Elbert and Bryan Meyer of Whittemore Municipal Utilities which took place on September 18, 2012 at Whittemore City Hall.  The discussion was in regard to ITC Midwest’s transmission system in portions of northwest Iowa and their intent to abandon the line now connected to Whittemore’s municipal utility tap line that is approximately one mile of 34.5 kV (line) owned by the City of Whittemore.  
Also discussed was an October 5, 2012 incident with the city-owned ground east of Whittemore Housing that has been hayed by Mike Mosbach over the past several years.  As no agreement to use the ground has ever been put into writing, the current user to be given a thirty-day notice terminating any oral agreement now in existence.  After September 1, 2013 the ground (approximately five acres) will be open for rent by persons wanting to hold a (rental) lease of the property.

The Clerk noted that a public “Notice to Contractors” with regard to the City of Whittemore Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program was published in the October 18, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  Interested parties are to contact the City’s grant administrator, Steve Wendt of North Iowa Area Council of Governments in Mason City.  The Mayor and Council, three of which are members of the Housing Rehabilitation Committee, reviewed a letter from Ken and Sandi Del Rosso regarding their complaints about (rehab) work done by contractor Dick Collins to their home during Whittemore’s Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation project in 2008.  The Del Rosso’s have started a “Grievance and Dispute Resolution Procedure” and hereby post notice thereof.  They have also contacted the Kossuth County Attorney regarding the problems they are experiencing in their home due to fault of said contractor.  The Mayor and Council took no action on the matter at this time.
Also, Clerk Farrell reported she has contacted, by written correspondence, the two renters and the landlord of the apartments above 413 Broad Street regarding Ordinance No. 178 which establishes “No Overnight Parking” along Broad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets during the period November 1 through April 1 (annually).  Council requested city staff follow through with the terms of the Ordinance, should there be any problems with illegally parked vehicles being stationed on Broad Street during snow removal efforts.
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to award Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation $500.00 toward their County Wide Breakfast “Speaker Fees”, per their annual Grant Request.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk copied and gave to the Council an e-mail update from Kris Stubbs of the Resale Power Group of Iowa regarding RICE and MISO considerations.  No action was taken by the Council regarding these issues.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 5, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

CITY OF WHITTEMORE
