MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 7, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 7, 2012 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Kurtz, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Eric Goodman, Ben Eischen, Joe Muller and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

The minutes of the April 3, 2012 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 12, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The following Builder’s Permit applications were submitted for Council approval:
Don & Marcia Wilsey:  Replace 12 existing windows with new; all units same size as originals.  Work to be accomplished at 214 Fourth Street.


Ben Eischen:  Replace south storm door with an entry door on house at 200 Fourth Street.


Larry D. Johnson:  All work to be accomplished at 91 and 95 Palo Alto Street:  remove old 12x20 garage, construct a new 12x18 shed, pour new 20x20 concrete slab, install a 50’ fence, and add a 12x18 deck on house.

Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed applications as stated by the property owners.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Eric Goodman and Ben Eischen were in attendance to meet with the Mayor and Council and discuss Whittemore Fire Department and Ambulance Service expenses associated with narrow-band radio upgrading.  The “Cost Sheet” prepared by the local rescue departments indicate that a total of $15,079.80 has been spent to meet mandated FCC 2012 narrow banding requirements.  The group received a $2,500.00 grant from Kossuth County Community Foundation to be applied to the upgrade expense, which leaves a balance of $12,579.80 to be paid by the Whittemore Fire Department and Ambulance Service.  

As Fire Department and Ambulance funds are limited due to ongoing efforts to complete the new fire station, Mr. Goodman and Mr. Eischen requested the City of Whittemore donate to half of the expense of this required upgrade.  After further consideration motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to pay $6,289.90 to the Whittemore Fire Department & Ambulance Service to assist with half the cost of the total (radio) narrow-band upgrade.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.
At this time the Mayor and Council met with Joe Muller of Farm & Home Insurance Services for the final discussion regarding employee health and dental insurances, and to review the upcoming renewal information pertaining to the City’s business insurance package.  
After hearing the opinions of the affected employees regarding health and dental insurance options, and after reviewing the coverage and other factors related to the business insurance package, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to accept the 2012-2013 Business package with the premium total in the amount of $50,084.00 and to accept Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield health and dental insurance plan W7N.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The new health and dental insurance plan increases the single/family deductibles without increasing the employee’s contribution amount to the plan’s premium.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $34103.55; Electric $36519.44; Gas $50214.18; Water $8160.82; Sewer Rental $2881.80; Solid Waste $4292.24; Payroll $15258.30; Equipment $1740.77; Special Account $199.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $3911.89; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $2044.69; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $100.15; Library Regular $6312.38; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the April, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $38848.64; Total (all) Employee Wages $9186.69; Total (all) Contract Labor $63.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1681.00; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $309.00; Farmers State Bank, master note payment $15000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., April cafeteria plan withholdings $407.68;  Janan Gillis, cleaning and reimbursement for supplies purchased for Library $107.02; Sandy Long, reimbursement for books and movies purchased for Library $64.10; Judy Erdman, reimbursement for books and supplies purchased for Library $16.99; Joy Metzger, reimbursement for audio books purchased for Library $160.78; Randy Mueller, snow removal $18.00; K-Mart, DVDs $40.98; Algona Furniture Barn, chair $329.00; Thomas Bouregy & Co., books $139.50; Office Depot, supplies $64.97; The Library Store, blue ADA compliant (restroom) signage $39.26; Baker & Taylor, videos and books $205.92; Know Buddy Resources, books $101.79; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; Thul Law Firm, real estate transfer legal fees $930.00; Bedwell Aluminum, antique street light fixture replacement $520.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Stundahl’s Cleaning, April cleaning at Community Center $100.00; Wentzel’s True Value, supplies $11.99; Central Iowa Distributing, pavement paint $296.00; Iowa Lakes Community College, Firefighter II continuing ed $45.00; Creative Stitches, Little League t-shirts $115.20; Algona YMCA,  (2) Lifeguard Training class fees$550.00; and ATC Cablevision, monthly internet fee $52.90.

Also, Algona Municipal Utilities, help rebuild line for Blacktop Service $10,419.16; Community Lumber, light plant office project $38.83; Bob Becker Construction Co., install steel on roof of Light Plant $12,648.00; Border States Electric, poles $2,184.17; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $22,887.19; A I Processors, UPS shipping charges for water samples $16.81; Brown Supply Co., distribution materials $74.25; NIACC, workshop registration fee $40.00; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., freight for Water Plant salt $609.04; Tegra Corp., bulk salt at Water Plant $3,038.90; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $210.92; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,133.30; Ernie Williams Ltd., mower repair parts $76.07; Whittemore Truck & Trailer Inc., fuel gauge $44.91; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., service and rotate tires on 2007 pickup $71.85; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement for wiper blades on garbage truck $34.77; Altec Industries Inc., repairs to lift truck $2,216.25; Arnold Motor Supply, oil, fuel, and hydraulic filters $223.39; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing $132.00; Schmitt Hardware Inc., April statement $589.08; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., lawn seed and Toro mower $449.00; Bomgaars, April charges $212.28; L & G Inc., April statement $841.75; Whittemore Independent, April publications $195.97; MaxYield Coop, April statement $1,333.73; Iowa Utilities Board, FY 2011 Remainder Assessment Reconciliation $159.09; Century Link, phone bills $371.63; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,878.70 and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $436.21.
Supt. Elbert stated all work and expenses associated with rebuilding the electric line out to the Blacktop Service Company plant east of Whittemore will be reimbursed to the City by the Humboldt-based business.  Upon motions by Simonson and Brownell and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed bills were approved for payment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

The Clerk submitted the following applications for employment:
Name





Position


Amber Lenz, Whittemore



Lifeguard at Pool


Shelley Stacy, Whittemore



Manager at Swimming Pool


Jacey Thompson, Whittemore


Lifeguard at Pool


Madeline Stubbs, Emmetsburg


Lifeguard at Pool


Megan Schmidt, Whittemore


Lifeguard at Pool


Courtney Mader, West Bend


Lifeguard at Pool

As previously-named 2012 manager Laurie Dahlhauser and several of the lifeguards who were hired during the April 3, 2012 Council meeting have withdrawn their names to work at the Whittemore Swimming pool during the upcoming season, Council accepted all of the above-listed applications for seasonal work at the pool this summer, along with the applications previously submitted by Ashley McGraw and Erin Reedy earlier this spring.  Council also named Shelley Stacy as 2012 Manager of the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  Clerk Farrell noted that the one-piece or tankini-style suits for the guards will be ordered from Hutzell’s in Algona.  They are the exact same suits that personnel at the Algona Aquatic Center are required to wear while on duty at their facility.
The Mayor and Council reviewed a proposal by Utilities Plus Energy Services Inc. to conduct a survey to design and suggest improvements at the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Light Plant.  The one-time cost for this report by Utilities Plus Energy Services is $5,000.00.  Supt. Elbert would also like information pertaining to means of upgrading the local (electric) distribution system.  No action was taken on this issue at this time; Council wants to do research opportunities provided by other service providers.
At the April 3, 2012 regular meeting, the Whittemore City Council elected to increase the Industrial customer’s natural gas add-on fee by ten cents, with this being the only increase to be forthcoming over the next twelve-month period.  To finalize the Council’s decision, ORDINANCE NO. 180 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII SPECIAL ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2 “NATURAL GAS UTILITY”, SECTION 7-2-1 “RATES” was introduced.
Motion was by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 180.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 180.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 180.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 180 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication and the new rate will be reflected in usages posted on utility bills that are due on or before June 20, 2012 and thereafter.

ORDINANCE NO. 181 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VI, CHAPTER 9, SECTION 6-9-1 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF CORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF WHITTEMORE, REDUCING THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS SERVING ON THE “PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION” was next on the agenda.  Also during the April 3, 2012 regular meeting Council voted to change the number of members serving on the City’s Planning & Zoning Commission.  As the City’s population no longer requires that seven (7) members sit on the P & Z, it was the Council’s unanimous decision in April to reduce the commission to five (5) members.  
Motion was by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 181.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Lancaster and seconded by Brownell to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 181.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 181.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 181 duly adopted.  
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to reappoint Dennis Kollasch, Ron Askland, and Tascha Wykoff to each serve a five-year term on the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Also serving on the commission are Tony Grandgenett and Steve Kollasch.
After a lengthy discussion regarding implementing a sidewalk repair program within the city limits of Whittemore, Council took no action on the matter but asked that it remain a monthly agenda item.  At this time the Council would like to investigate options and possibly consider offering some sort of incentive to property owners to replace their deteriorating sidewalks before someone is seriously injured while using a public walkway.
Councilman Brownell brought forward a discussion regarding the establishment of a special utility rate or charge for Whittemore Municipal Utilities patrons living outside the city limits.  A comparison of property taxes rates was reviewed indicating utility and infrastructure users who live outside the city limits pay less  in property taxes than those residents living inside the city limits who receive the same utility services and use the same infrastructure as rural patrons.  The Clerk explained that at present a “Farm Charge” of $1.00 per month is charged to each of the rural electric patrons who are serviced by Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  After further consideration motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to increase the existing “Farm Charge” to $15.00 per month.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.  The Council will amend the ordinance pertaining to electric rates and charges during its next regular meeting.
Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on July 10, 2012.

At this time the Clerks are putting together figures to amend the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year budget.  Notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend and a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 4, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The community beautification portion of the meeting included a listing of the many activities planned in Whittemore during the month of May 2012. 

Councilman Brownell reported a constituent has requested that two trees on the south side of the owner’s property, which are in the parking, be removed due to safety concerns and the dangerous condition of the trees.  Supt. Elbert to investigate the need, if any, to remove said trees.  Council would also like to see new trees planted by any property owner who removes dead or decaying trees in the parking boulevard.

The Council requested property clean-up letters be sent to three individuals living along Seventh Street in west Whittemore.

After a recent storm experience on Friday, May 4, it was discovered that residents living at the north end of town could not and did not hear the tornado siren when it was sounded.  This was caused in part by the direction of the wind in the storm that evening.  Supt. Elbert to investigate the possibility and cost of installing a second tornado siren.  Until that is accomplished, the Mayor and Council feel a very reliable and affordable source of weather information to allow for personal safety would be the purchase and ownership of a NOAA Weather Radio.
Supt. Elbert spoke on the following:

· Swimming Pool was cleaned today with acid and employees will start filling it with water next week.

· The annual carnival will be coming to town at the end of the month and they are preparing for its needs at this time.

· The sink hole at the Community Center will be investigated this week.  It appears to be an old, abandoned tile that took on moisture; hopefully it is just a minor repair that can be fixed by filling it with sand.

· Thompson Drainage was called in to help with the storm sewer in front of St. Michael’s Rectory and at the intersection of Kossuth and Third Streets.  We might have to contact Pete Howe to come in with a camera to further investigate the problem.  He also reminded residents not to blow lawn clippings out into the street as this creates additional problems with water running to the storm sewer drains.

Clerk Farrell reported on these items:

· Additional complaints have been received about a loose dog owned by Matt Rawlins at 605 Broad Street.  Council directed city staff to continue with the fining process related to this animal.

· Inquiry has been made about the possibility of the city purchasing “Butt Cans” for use along Broad Street.  Problems exist with numerous cigarette butts being blown around by the breeze and they are ending up in and around Time Square.  The Council feels there is nothing the City can do about the problem.  They encourage local business owners to instruct their patrons on the proper disposal of cigarette butts and they ask businesses to take their own measures to help keep the community clean.

· An incident was reported on May 3 when a woman attending the Bake Sale event held at the Community Center fell off the handicap wheelchair ramp.  When she came in from outside her transition lens had not yet changed and she could not see that she needed to step down from the side of the ramp.  City staff to investigate means of constructing a “removable handrail” to be applied to the west side of the ramp.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

At this time the Council chose not to enter into CLOSED SESSION.  Council continues to seek, accept and review applications for the “General Laborer” (municipal) open position with the City of Whittemore.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 7, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

