MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 2, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 2, 2012 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Johnson and Lancaster.  Absent:  Brownell.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Shelley Stacy and Mike Elbert.

Shelley Stacy, 2012 Manager of the Whittemore Swimming Pool, was in attendance to give a monthly report to the Council.  She stated everything is going very well; the swimming pool looks awesome, the girls have been doing a fantastic job with daily cleaning, and she has received wonderful compliments on the new “GUARD” suits being worn by the lifeguards.  The Mayor and Council members reported they have received no complaints from the public regarding the Swimming Pool and they commended management and staff for their good work in the season to date.  
Mrs. Stacy also brought forward a discussion regarding replacement of a wooden bench that is no longer in service at the Pool.  The second wooden bench is in pretty bad shape but still serviceable.  Council took into consideration that both benches are over twenty years and need to be replaced.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Lancaster that the City purchases two modern benches for use at the Swimming Pool.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Shelley Stacy will seek monetary donations to help with this effort.
The last item discussed regarding the Swimming Pool was several requests for adult swimming in the early morning hours, or between 5:00 and 6:30 p.m.  Council approved the request pending final decision by Bryan Meyer, Whittemore’s Certified Pool Operator, and that appropriate scheduling of lifeguards can be accomplished.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 4, 2012 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the June 14, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $41592.65; Electric $27703.49; Gas $17286.78; Water $36438.60; Sewer Rental $2165.79; Solid Waste $2790.24; Payroll $32584.78; Equipment $3242.91; Special Account $6696.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $2246.69; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $89.33; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.17; Library Regular $53822.53; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Johnson to accept the June, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $8160.92; Total (all) Employee Wages $18552.99; Total (all) Contract Labor $207.00; Total Mayor and Council 2nd Quarter 2012 salaries $542.70; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1194.00; City of Whittemore, budget transfers $60000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., June withholding $509.60; Whittemore Public Library, budget transfer $45400.00; St. Michael’s Preschool, Library’s purchase of craft supplies/tables/chairs/books/seasonal decorations and educational materials $125.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; K-Mart, supplies $142.78; Baker & Taylor, books $400.20; Gale Inc., large print books $210.65; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, 2012 Beacon Automation system support $625.00; Iowa Library Services, FY 13 NEIBORS subscription $345.36; Des Moines Register, 1 year daily newspaper subscription (including e-script) $240.02; Duffy Hudson, July 13 Dr. Seuss Program for Summer Reading Program $450.00; Demco, office supplies $85.19; Teachers’ Discount, supplies $28.07; The Library Store, supplies $51.10; Iowa History, subscription renewal $35.95; Family Fun, subscription renewal $14.95; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Farm & Home Services, insurance $105.00; Universal Inc., supplies $146.84; Pepsi Beverages Company, pop machine supplies $177.76; Iowa League of Cities, 2012-2013 membership dues $374.00; 
Bomgaars, painting and shop supplies $341.22; Iowa Division of Labor Services, boiler inspection at Swimming Pool $65.00; Randy Mueller, mowing $140.00; K/PACEDC, meeting registration fees $20.00; K/PACEDC, 2012 pledge for County-Wide Breakfast Speaker $850.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., Annual Per Capita dues $1,965.60; Sign Works Ink, 2012 Swimming Pool fundraiser t-shirts $693.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, June cleaning $100.00; Recreation Supply Company, (Pool) filter cartridge $134.80; Wentzel’s True Value, pool supplies $19.88; Pool Tech, one-half of chemical contract and a pump at Swimming Pool $2,710.05; Hutzell’s, backordered suits for lifeguards $149.85; Kylie Wirtz, reimbursement for lifeguard training $140.00; Courtney Mader, reimbursement for lifeguard training $140.00; Paige Berte, reimbursement for lifeguard training $140.00; American Red Cross, 2012 facility fee (for swimming lessons) $200.00 and ProBuild, grid marker for Little League $20.97.

Also, Border States Electric, batteries and electric distribution supplies $1,088.19; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $30621.88; KRHC-Hospital, random drug testing fees $80.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $82.96; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $78.00; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals at water plant $440.28; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, CCR Workshop registration $40.00; Hach Company, chemicals at Water Plant $320.60; A I Processors, UPS charges $8.80; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., spraying at Sewer Plant $329.35; Barco Municipal Products, rain gear $250.17; City of Spencer, landfill fees $766.41; 
Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00 Waste Zero, Whittemore “YELLOW” drawstring garbage bags $2,745.60; Arnold Motor Supply, oil filter $13.02; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., June statement $12.50; Schmitt Hardware, June statement $172.72; Iowa One Call, locating $18.20; E-Pride Office Products, office supplies $53.58; Iowa Utilities Board, FY 2012 estimated remainder assessment $415.00; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $84.65; ATC Cablevision, internet services $83.64; Whittemore Independent, June publications $282.23; Counsel Office & Document, June services and copies $204.92; Supplies N’More, June statement $179.93; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,783.79; and City of Whittemore, June petty cash expenses $287.06.
Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed bills were approved for payment.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

Ryan & Jill Nelson:  Reshingle roof of house at 302 Palo Alto Street.  


Bob Meyer:  Replace two windows on south side of house with units of the same size.  All work to be completed at 518 Third Street.


Lena Ostwald:  Remove old and replace with new, concrete for the sidewalk and a portion of the driveway on property at 210 Fifth Street.


Jason Besch:  Pour concrete for a 33’x14’ patio and also a (3’x7’) sidewalk from patio to garage on property at 506 Sixth Street.

Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve the June, 2012 applications for Builder’s Permits.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

Citizens and business owners are reminded that all property owners are required by City Code to complete a Builder’s Permit application prior to starting any outdoor construction, demolition or incidental improvement projects that involve their homes, out-buildings or lay of the land.  There is no cost or fee associated with the application.

Council reviewed an application for employment from Eugene Knecht of 502 200 Street, Whittemore.  The application was placed on file for future reference.  Councilman Johnson suggested the Council consider developing some type of pay incentive program to entice people to stay employed with the City of Whittemore.  No action was taken on the proposal.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

A letter from Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments was read as it pertains to the Whittemore 2012 Housing Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program.  The process is slowly moving forward and at this time we are waiting for IDEA to send out the official award letter releasing the funds ($297,520) for the rehabilitation of up to eight (8) owner-occupied homes in Whittemore.  At this time Councilpersons Simonson and Fraser volunteered to be on the Whittemore commission associated with the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program.

Further consideration was given to the on-going “City-Wide Sidewalk Repair” agenda item.  The Mayor and Council plan to make a concerted effort in July to examine all sidewalks in town and they will make a final Council decision in the near future regarding development and implementation of a sidewalk repair/replacement program in Whittemore.

As the Library Board is exploring means of reducing the number of persons serving on the Library Board of Trustees from seven to five, Mayor Elbert reappointed Marlys Simonson and Peggy Lenz to continue their service on the Board until after the General Election in November, 2012 when the decision will be put to a vote of the people as a Special Measure on the November 6, 2012 ballot.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, August 6, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The July, 2012 Whittemore “Community Calendar of Events” was reviewed.
Although not in attendance, Councilman Brownell reported to the City Clerk that he has received several negative comments about the BLUE “drawstring” bags that the City ordered in July, 2011 in place of the previously sold “twist tie” bags.  
Councilperson Lancaster reports she has received comments from concerned citizens and visitors regarding the smell of natural gas along Kossuth Street near her residence.  Supt. Elbert stated the gas valve in the street is what is leaking (thus the odor) and it must be greased by qualified personnel who have the proper equipment to conduct the work.  He also reported he contacted IAMU at least six weeks ago about the problem and at this time we are on a waiting list to get the work accomplished.  Lancaster also spoke of the need to have some deteriorating walnut trees look at in front of the property at 507 Sixth Street.
Several municipal work projects were discussed including tree trimming, working up and reseeding the ground at the repaired water leak site just on Third Street near St. Michael’s Parish Center, painting of the Concession Stand at Noah’s Park, and painting of a white line for better recognition and visibility of the STOP sign at Broad and Fourth Street, immediately south of Heritage Corner.

Supt. Elbert reported he is waiting for a response from the firm NAI Inc. to look at the switch board in the Light Plant.
Information regarding RPGI projections for electric rates was reviewed.  The Council also heard a report pertaining to an ordinance that must be adopted by the City of Whittemore establishing legal control of land for spraying, etc. within 200’ of the City wells.  Details of said requirement will be included in the report filed after the most recent Water Plant inspection conducted by Iowa DNR officials.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  It was especially noted that the annual KCEDC County-Wide Breakfast event will be held at St. Michael’s Parish Center on Wednesday, July 25, 2012 from 7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Due to the absence of Councilman Brownell, the Mayor and Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION to continue discussion of municipal employee hiring, set salaries for Fiscal Year 2012-2013, or to discuss pending litigation.  It was noted, however, that during the June 26, 2012 regular Library Board meeting, the Library employees were awarded a 3% pay increase by Library Board Trustees.  No Council action was taken on any of the issues and all matters will be forwarded to the August 6, 2012 regular meeting agenda.

There being no further business, Mayor Elbert declared the Monday, July 2, 2012 regular Council meeting adjourned at 7:05 P.M.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

