MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, January 5, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The Oath of Office for four-year terms of service was administered by Mayor Elbert to newly-elected Councilman Rod Johnson and re-elected Councilpersons Kathy Fraser and Becky Lancaster.  Their terms of office will be January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2016.  Incumbent Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz, who was defeated in the November 8, 2011 election by Johnson, was thanked for his years of dedicated service to the citizens and community of Whittemore, Iowa.
Mayor Daniel J. Elbert then called to order the first regular Council meeting of the new year on Thursday, January 5, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Members present were Stuart Simonson, Kathy Fraser, Rod Johnson, Craig Brownell and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Kris Stubbs, Gary Obbink, Sheila Akridge, Brian Goodman, Ben Eischen, Andi Thompson and Mike Elbert.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Kris Stubbs and Gary Obbink, representing the Resale Power Group of Iowa, were in attendance to discuss current operations between R.P.G.I. and the City of Whittemore.  Ms. Stubbs explained the history of the group and she gave the Council an outlook for the years 2013 and 2014, in which there is predicted to be a two to four percent reduction in rates.  She also updated the Council on RICE requirements for plants with generating capabilities.  The Mayor and Council thanked both individuals for the information presented during this meeting.

Mayor and Council then met with Sheila Akridge of ATC Cablevision Co. in Ayrshire.  She explained that ATC has completed negotiations to retain local ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC affiliates, which has resulted in higher prices for cable television services.  She also answered questions the Council had pertaining to recent (minor) reception problems.  The Council thanked Ms. Akridge for her update.

Representatives of the Whittemore Fire Department & Ambulance Service, Brian Goodman and Ben Eischen, then met with the Mayor and Council to discuss new regulations being implemented by the FCA regarding narrow-banding radio communications.  The local rescue services will need to upgrade their equipment to meet the new requirements and Brian Goodman made a request to the Council to assist with funding for this communications improvement.  The department has a quote from a local communications business for the work and they will also be applying to the Kossuth County Community Foundation for grant monies to help pay for the upgrade.  Council thanked Brian Goodman and Ben Eischen for attending the meeting and upon motions by Simonson and Fraser and by unanimous vote of the Council, action to award any financial assistance for said project was tabled until the February meeting.
Brian Goodman also announced that the local rescue services have elected officers for the new year.  Chosen to serve are:  Ben Eischen, President; Eric Goodman, Fire Chief; Tony Grandgenett, Assistant Fire Chief; Dennis Kollasch, Treasurer; Rick Chada, Secretary; and Tom Ricke, Ambulance Director.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the December 5, 2011 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the December 15, 2011 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of December, 2011 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $7834.88; Electric $44766.04; Gas $49035.42; Water $10658.81; Sewer Rental $3513.90; Solid Waste $5463.55; Payroll $21920.83; Equipment $1721.50; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $380.00; Road Use Tax $3699.40; Customer Deposit $250.00; Debt Service $237.96; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.37; Library Regular $372.95; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  
Supt. Elbert reported the new recycling bin is working out well and that the City empties it at least once a week, usually on Fridays, and then on Monday if the weekend was busy.  Councilman Brownell thinks that once this one has paid for itself the city might want to invest in a second trailer for “cardboard” only.  It was also announced that there will be no adjustment in garbage fees. Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the December, 2011 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $30059.30; Total (all) Employee Wages $14438.24; Total (all) Contract Labor $31.14; City of Spencer, November landfill fees $824.91; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1300.00; R D Drenkow & Co., cafeteria plan withholdings $484.60; Kossuth Co. Recorder, fee $41.00; Farmers State Bank, Natural Gas Storage Note payment $13000.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Iowa Library Association, membership renewals $95.00; Our Iowa, subscription renewal $28.98; Country Living, subscription renewal $19.23; K-Mart, DVDs, Christmas tree and lights (all Library) $314.82; Counsel Office, Library copies and copier leasing $87.23; Gale Inc., books $59.99; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books and audiobooks $427.48; Stundahl’s Cleaning, Dec cleaning $100.00; Community Lumber Supply, repair materials $110.95; Kossuth Emergency Management/Civil Defense, 2012 dues $226.80; Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association, 2012-13 dues $30.00; Kossuth Secondary Road Dept., plow markers $42.00; KCEDC, update LocationOne Information System $24.00; Kossuth Auditor, November 8, 2011 election expenses $687.59; Border States Electric, street lighting photocontrol $80.18; Wentzel’s True Value, door locks $25.99; Supplies N’More, office supplies $54.95; and Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,325.51.
Also, KRHC Hospital, random drug testing $25.00; CJ Cooper & Associates, random drug testing analysis $32.00; A I Processors, water sampling UPS charges $7.62; Brown Supply Co., inventory materials $369.39; Matthew Simonson, refund of customer deposit $300.00; Arnold Motor Supply, radiator hose $17.79; Gene’s Tire Center, flat tire repair $22.00; MaxYield Cooperative, December statement $1,132.16; Share Corp., supplies $214.29; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $35.06; L & G Inc., December services $1,860.35; Counsel Office & Document, City Hall copies $124.28; Schmitt Hardware, December statement $43.72; Data Technologies, 2011 year-end forms $62.46; ATC Cablevision, monthly internet charges $67.63; Aramark Uniform Services, December services $263.78; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., December statement $812.88; Mangold Environmental Testing, December services $180.00; Bomgaars, December statement $123.08; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,534.93; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $236.99.
The Clerk was asked to compose a cleaning “Check List” to be used at the Community Center prior to and after any rental; motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Fraser to pay the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
One application for a “Builder’s Permit” was submitted for Council consideration:

Tom Easter:  Construct a temporary storage shed on property at 203 Broad Street.

Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the application was approved as submitted. 

There were no applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

The Clerk presented the Council information to be considered as they begin reviewing Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service rates and charges.  As Kris Stubbs of R.P.G.I. stated earlier in the meeting that she will be sending additional group rate and charges information to us when she returns to Des Moines, the Council elected to table action on this agenda item until the regular meeting in February. 
Discussion then followed regarding electric meter testing.  Councilman Johnson stated Algona Municipal Utilities uses Chapman Meter Testing Co. to conduct random testing for meter accuracy.  After further consideration motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to have Supt. Elbert contact a Chapman company representative to get a price quote and have a minimum of 10% of the meters tested in Whittemore before the February council meeting.
The Clerk was asked to contact personnel at North Iowa Area Council of Governments in Mason City regarding city ordinances regulating the installation of private wells within the city limits of Whittemore.  No further action was taken on this agenda item during this meeting; the issue to be revisited in February.

Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Fraser to approve applications for a new Class C Liquor license and a new Sunday Sale Privilege for Tom J. Ricklefs, DBA “Pitchers”.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed over the Internet.
Upon motions by Lancaster and Simonson and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 21, 2012 for the 12th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Committee.

Considered then were large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  The Clerk was asked to obtain bids from local contractors who can apply ag tin or new shingles to the roof of the Light Plant. Council also wants to begin setting money aside in a savings fund for costs to upgrade the odorizer at the Town Border Station; Clerk to earmark $8,000 for said fund in the new budget.  The Clerk is also asked to establish a type of “Infrastructure Fund” to take on upcoming sewer repair expenses and Light Plant switchboard replacement.  Council believes the city should contribute $10,000 annually to this fund.  Also reviewed was a capital campaign proposal request by the committee of the Kossuth County Agriculture and Motorsports Museum.  It is the Council decision not to contribute any funds to this cause.  The Clerk to investigate new revenue sources.

Whittemore’s “Community Events” schedule for January 2012 was reviewed
The date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 6, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Mayor Elbert appointed Councilman Johnson to fill former Councilman Ernie Kurtz’s position on City Council Committees.  Councilperson Lancaster reported on happenings at the most recent Library Board meeting, including their intent to apply for Kossuth County Community Foundation funds for an archive book to protect old photographs.
Councilman Brownell made inquiry of the status brake repair on the dump truck and municipal employees holding Commercial Driver’s Licenses.  It is the Council’s decision that from this point forward, no one handles or drives City equipment that requires a CDL unless they possess proper certification from the State of Iowa.

Supt. Elbert reported on the following:

· Local electrical (commercial) building inspections are be conducted by an employee of the State Fire Marshall’s Office who lives in nearby Fenton.

· The City will be sending a bill to Whittemore Feeders for repair work after one of their trucks tore down overhead wiring near the intersection of Sixth and Broad Streets.

· No charges were filed in an accident on Tuesday, January 3, 2012 involving the City garbage truck and a vehicle driven by Delbert Wichtendahl.  All information has been turned over to the City’s insurance carrier.
The Clerk was instructed to send “Notice to Abate Nuisance” letters to property owners at 524 Seventh and 204 210 Street here in Whittemore. 
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Due to the time and length of the meeting up to this point, Council chose not to enter into CLOSED SESSION to review applications for the Working Superintendent position that will be open as of December 31, 2012.  Instead, a special meeting was called for Tuesday, January 10, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  At that time the Council will continue to review applications for said position with the City of Whittemore.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the January 5, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

