MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, February 6, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 6, 2012 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Johnson and Brownell.  Absent:  Lancaster, due to the death of her father, Vern Bormann.  Others in attendance were Andi Thompson, Jim Schmitt, Mark Loveless, Heather Chada and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Jim Schmitt was present to introduce the renter of his building at 404 Broad Street here in Whittemore.  Mark Loveless will be using the former Vet Clinic as an office and dry storage facility for his America’s Best Choice window dealership, which is currently operating out of Corwith.  His ever-growing business is expanding throughout north central and western Iowa, and he is excited to have his centrally-located office in Whittemore.  He stated America’s Best Choice offers insert windows at affordable prices that carry a life-time guarantee.  Ideally he would like to be operating out of his Whittemore location on March 1, 2012.
The Mayor and Council thanked him for his presentation and welcomed him to Whittemore.  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser, that the City of Whittemore extend to this new windows business, and also to the new owners of Pitchers, the City’s standard new business incentive of assessing utility usages “at cost” for a 12-month period.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Council entered into the previously announced CLOSED SESSION portion of the meeting at 5:40 p.m. to discuss municipal employee hiring.   The Council returned to OPEN SESSION at 5:55 p.m.  
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the January 5, 2012 Regular Council meeting; the January 10, 2012 Special Council meeting; the January 18, 2012 Special Council meeting, and the January 25, 2012 Special Council meeting were approved as published on the following dates in these identified editions of the Whittemore Independent: 


January 5, 2012 Regular Council Meeting minutes published January 19, 2012


January 10, 2012 Special Council Meeting minutes published January 19, 2012


January 18, 2012 Special Council Meeting minutes published January 25, 2012


January 25, 2012 Special Council Meeting minutes published February 2, 2012

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of January, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $7432.88; Electric $39337.37; Gas $53802.70; Water $9036.15; Sewer Rental $3092.02; Solid Waste $4325.14; Payroll $14905.06; Equipment $2134.55; Special Account $31.70; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $0.01; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $131.00; Road Use Tax $3751.11; Customer Deposit $350.00; Debt Service $57.42; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $31.69; Library Renovations Savings $0.21; Library Regular $777.77; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  The Clerks stated they plan on reviewing credits being accumulated in the Gas Budget program.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to accept the January, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $25430.09; Total (all) Employee Wages $9110.43; Total contract labor $76.50; Kossuth County Recorder, transfer fee $42.00; Deb Bell, bridge plank $100.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1637.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $204.00; R D Drenkow, January draws $402.68; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Farmers State Bank, Natural Gas Storage note payment $13500.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Sandy Long, DVD’s purchased $73.94; Joy Metzger, audio books purchased $79.07; Randy Mueller, snow removal $65.00; Counsel Office, services $89.16; Baker & Taylor, books  $353.61; Center Point Large Print, books  $82.68; Gale Inc., books $59.99; In Fisherman, subscription renewal $30.00; Field & Stream, subscription renewal $24.97; Thomas Bouregy, books  $139.50; Kossuth County Library Association, 2012 dues $25.00; DEMCO, office supplies $109.35; ILCC, EMS continuing education $325.00; Continental Research Corp., de-icer $328.25; Stundahl’s Cleaning, January Community Center cleaning $125.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; L & G Inc., hauling snow $550.00; J .P. Cooke Co., pet license tags and receipt books $48.84; and Advantage Administrators, fee for 2012 Cafeteria Benefit Plan $288.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $30,323.69; Iowa Dept of Public Safety, diesel tank registration fee $10.00; Quality Pump & Control, inspection check valve and services $553.60; Kriz-Davis, Co., safety glasses $29.96; Stanley Propane, propane at Sewer Plant $1255.71; Tegra Corporation, salt $2,913.49; Hydrite Chemical Co., chemicals $449.00; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., freight on salt $570.48; Wentzel’s True Value, garden hose hanger $4.49; Mangold Environmental, wastewater testing $39.00; Horizons Unlimited, recycling fee $50.00; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., January statement $858.58; Erin Ryherd, refund of customer deposit after final bill $216.13; A.I. Processors, UPS postage $33.83; Bomgaars, January supplies $76.94; IAMU, 2012 Energy Efficiency Plan filings $360.00; Whittemore Independent, January publications $457.07; Clarion Distributing, cleaning supplies $127.00; Printing Supplies Inc., January supplies $39.97; Border States Electric, repair and safety materials $1,351.17; Pitchers, hand towels and toilet paper $289.08; Schmitt Hardware, January statement $310.42; Maxyield Co-Op, January statement $1,375.00; ATC Cablevision, January internet charges $64.63; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $285.55; City of Whittemore, utilities $5110.42 and Iowa Parks & Recreation, CPO continuing ed $110.00.
Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to pay the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Council considered one application for a Builder’s Permit:

Simon Simonson:  Replacement windows in whole house; remove, insulate and replace siding; add third-story deck on south and west side of home; add a door on second and third floor; replace entry door on south side; add three-car garage (36x40) on southeast corner of lot; add 10x20 addition on east side of house.  All work to be completed at 209 Fourth Street.

Upon motions by Fraser and Brownell and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Simon Simonson application for a Builder’s Permit was approved.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.  The Clerk was directed to begin “Right To Cure” procedures to garnish wages of a WMU past-due utility account patron.
Resolution No. 2012-01 was introduced; a resolution recognizing the need for a Kossuth County E-9-1-1 plan and making appointments for Whittemore representatives to serve as voting members on the E-9-1-1 service board.  The Council of the City of Whittemore recognizes the need for such a plan and Mayor Elbert hereby appoints Brian Goodman as voting member and Craig Brownell as alternate member to the Kossuth County E-9-1-1 Service Board.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson and Brownell.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2012-01 duly adopted.
During the January 5, 2012 regular meeting the Council discussed the deteriorating condition of the shingles on the roof at the Light Plant and decided to request bids for possible resurfacing of the roof of said building.  At this time the Council continues to accept bids for this project.  
Council then reviewed the Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service rates and charges.  They also studied rate information provided by Kris Stubbs of the Resale Power Group of Iowa and heard a report from Supt. Elbert regarding the recent meter testing by Chapman Metering.  He stated 32 residential meters were tested; one was found to be faulty.  All three-phase, commercial usage meters were tested and again, only one was found to be fault.  Algona Municipal Utilities is in a transition phase with their meters and they have offered to sell the City of Whittemore their reconditioned and tested meters for a price of $15.00 each.  As it is costing $17.00 per meter to have them tested by Chapman, the Council discussed and took into consideration purchasing updated meters from AMU.
Supt. Elbert also presented to the Council, plans, intentions and requests by Blacktop Service to update their plant east of Whittemore.  They now have on site crusher equipment capable of recycling previously-used blacktop.  This in turn will require the City to rewire the distribution line from the Light Plant to the work site and we will also need to inspect the (Light Plant) switchboard and update/replace conductors and feeders.  
Following a lengthy discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to increase Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric rates two percent (2%), effective upon adoption and publication of a new ordinance reflecting the increase, and to purchase 200 meters at $15.00 each from Algona Municipal Utilities.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson and Brownell.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.  
Information from Clayton Energy Corp. regarding forward-priced natural gas purchased for the 2012-2013 heating season was reviewed.

There was a brief discussion regarding the 2012 season at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  The Clerk was instructed to publish notices that the City will be accepting applications for positions of “Manager” and “Lifeguards” for the upcoming summer.  Supt. Elbert reported he ordered 20 gallons of white paint for use at the pool when weather conditions permit the work to be accomplished.

The Mayor and Council then reviewed the fiscal year 2012-2013 budget estimates, which include an itemized expenditure of up to $25,000 for street repairs along with additional expenses associated with the hiring of a third municipal employee.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to set the estimated Tax Levy for FY 2012-13 at $13.64 per $1,000 valuation on regular property.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

The Council then set Monday, March 5, 2012 at 5:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2012-2013 Fiscal Year Budget.

The February, 2012 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was highlighted.
There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Mayor Elbert spoke of a request to contribute to the local “Meals on Wheels” program sponsored by the Elderbridge Agency on Aging in Algona.  The Council feels this is a worthy cause but chooses not to make any monetary donation to the group; they feel other Whittemore service clubs could be solicited for monetary support.
Regarding a request made by Scott Behrends of GeoSource, Inc. during the January 5, 2012 regular meeting to establish a city ordinance regulating the installation of private wells within the city limits of Whittemore, the Clerk reported she discussed the request with Chris Diggins of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments.  Mr. Diggins stated he believes that what the City of Whittemore has in place in our Code of Ordinances already covers any situation that may arise regarding drilling a new drinking well in Whittemore.  The present Code orders a mandatory connection to existing city water service that is available to properties within the city limits.  The Council chooses to take no action on Mr. Behrends request to establish a new city ordinance regulating the installation of private wells with the city limits of Whittemore.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 6, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
