MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 3, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 3, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Rod Johnson, Craig Brownell and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  Kathy Fraser.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Shannen Struckman, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

The Mayor and Council met with Shannen Struckman, P.E. of DeWild Grant Reckert & Associates Company of Rock Rapids, Iowa who presented suggestions for possible upgrading and other options to switchgear in the Whittemore Municipal Light Plant.  Mr. Struckman gave a brief history of DGR and the services they provide.  He stated he has had two brief tours of the local power plant and reports the existing equipment is obsolete and operating well beyond its expected life.  Some equipment has been cannibalized to make other equipment work due to unavailability of replacement parts.  Based on experience and what he has seen of our system, Struckman proposed that a system study be conducted and a capital improvement plan be developed, which would include creating a software model to conduct load analysis and voltage analysis, along with a ten year projection plan.  Cost of this proposal was expected to be approximately $40,000.
Concerned for the cost of such a study, the Council and Mr. Struckman also discussed other options and the practicality for a small town our size to do such a detailed system analysis.  Councilman Brownell suggested some sort of design be created for a permanent packaged switchgear system.  Mr. Struckman noted that DGR has drafted such a system for in the past but he could not give an estimate or time scale for such a plan as proposed by Brownell.   
After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to allow Shannen Struckman of DeWild Grant Reckert & Associates to begin the process for a preliminary study and design of a permanent package switchgear system for Whittemore Municipal Utilities for an estimated cost of $5,000 to $10,000.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Motion carried.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the November 5, 2012 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the November 15, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $19340.57; Electric $47173.85; Gas $35742.10; Water $8726.21; Sewer Rental $3351.00; Solid Waste $4912.69; Payroll $18714.83; Equipment $2961.12; Special Account $89.02; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $80.00; Road Use Tax $6216.82; Customer Deposit $150.00; Debt Service $795.31; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $135.19; Library Regular $147.00; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Upon review, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the November, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The following claims were present for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $30348.68; Total (all) Employee Wages $11440.21; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1250.00; R D Drenkow & Co., cafeteria plan withholdings $317.30; Sandy Long, reimbursements $6.30; Kmart, Library supplies $146.39; National Geographic Society, subscription renewal $39.00; Joy Metzger, reimbursements $61.44; Country Extra, subscription renewal $22.90; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Gale Inc., large-print books $189.66; Readers Service, large print book $20.96; Kossuth County Library Association, 2013 dues $25.00; American Library Association, membership dues $190.00; Center Point Large Print Books, books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books $410.13; NW Communications, computer services and website hosting fee $211.70; PEMSEC, EMT continuing ed $390.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, November cleaning $100.00; Kossuth County Emergency Management, Civil Defense dues $226.80; Van Wert, Inc., Sentinel form for electrical work $294.25; DeRossett Co, service on electric meter $140.49; Canadian Pacific Railway, annual rental fee $30.00; Border States Electric, electric distribution $548.28; and Kriz-Davis Co, electrical supplies $103.82.

Also, IAMU, Confined space continuing ed class for Bryan Meyer, annual gas meter inspection, NCISA quarterly safety meeting dues $1,255.31; Tegra Corp, salt at Water Plant $3,003.26; Van-Hof Trucking, freight for salt $596.76; Hach, chemicals $238.64; Elbert Bros Well Drilling, backhoe services $185.00; Bonnstetter Auto Body, repair recyclables bin $23.30; Elbert Chevrolet, November statement $19.62; Iowa One Call, locates $18.90; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $49.99; Schmitt Hardware, November statement $715.80; Bomgaars, November statement $91.96; E-Pride Office Products, office supplies $325.05; A.I. Processors, UPS postage $31.56; IAWEA c/o City of Ames WPC Plant, water/sewer continuing education $220.00; Iowa Utilities Board, 2012 Remainder Assessment Reconciliation for Electric/Gas $268.41; Matt Parrott, blank utility bills $626.78; Whittemore Independent, November publications $353.23; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement $128.38; ATC Cablevision, monthly internet fees $68.63; City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $209.10; City of Whittemore, utilities $2902.90; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27785.61; MaxYield Coop, November statement $1190.06; Century Link, telephone bills $483.81; City of Spencer, November landfill fees $844.46; Horizon’s Unlimited, November recyclables processing fee $50.00; and Farner-Bocken Company, supplies for Library’s December 9 Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser $175.45.

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to approve the bills for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following Building Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:

Richard & Natalie Schmidt: Reshingle roof of house and attached garage due to 7-13-12 hail storm.  Also, replace all windows in the home and replace siding on house and possibly detached garage.  All work to be completed at 623 Sixth Street.


David Rudder:  Replace three main floor windows and one second floor window in the house at 609 Broad Street.


Terry Wiederin:  Replace two entrance doors in garage on property at 116 Fifth Street.  Also, replace two overhead doors in small garage at same address.


Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion:  Replace east entrance door of building at 601 Broad Street.


Stuart Simonson:  Demolish house, carport and porch at 605 Broad Street.  Garage will remain standing.


Whittemore Community Center:  Replace north entrance door and permanently enclose/block air vent on east side of building at 605 Fourth Street.

Councilman Simonson reported that debris of the house he plans on demolishing at 605 Broad Street will not be buried but instead will be hauled away.  The carport on the property will stay if the Legion approves his request to keep it.  Upon motions by Lancaster and Brownell and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications for Builder’s Permits were approved.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Council reviewed a completed “2012 Report of Natural Gas Storage Related Charges & Purchases” made by Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  The Clerk reported the stored gas and other charges associated with the purchases have all been paid for up front and that no “Natural Gas Storage Note” is held at Farmers State Bank for the 2012-2013 heating season.

At this time Resolution No. 2012-17 was introduced; a Resolution Authorizing the City Clerk to Certify to the Kossuth County Treasurer a Certificate for Collection of unpaid fees by the property owner for mowing/maintenance of the lawn/yard at 203 Kossuth Street here in Whittemore.  Total amount due to the City is $365.00.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approved Resolution No. 2012-17.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2012-17 duly adopted.
Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Community Center rental rates for the calendar year 2013 will remain the same as set in 2011 and 2012, namely:

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $80.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $150.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $20.00 minimum rental plus $2.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $30.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $10.00 per person, per season

City officials request the municipal workers immediately (somehow) extend the existing handrail to the floor on the handicap ramp near the northeast door of the Community Center.

Whittemore’s very busy “Community Events” schedule for December 2012 was reviewed.  Mayor Elbert expressed his thanks to everyone for attending this year’s successful “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” event on Friday, November 30.  The warmer weather made for a beautiful evening outdoors in the downtown business district!  Council was also reminded of the upcoming 13th Annual Whittemore Chili Cook-Off Contest & Soup Supper which will be held on Saturday, January 19, 2013 at St. Michael’s Parish Center.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Councilman Johnson requested municipal workers replace two light bulbs that have quit working at the entrances of the new fire station.

Supt. Meyer reported things are going well around the community; he will also need to attend natural gas continuing education classes in January.
Council awarded the Municipal and Library employees an annual Christmas bonus.  
A complaint regarding two dangerous sidewalks within the community was reviewed; Council directed the Clerk that in the spring of 2013 the office staff should send out notices to “Abate a Nuisance” to the property owners of identified sidewalks in poor to dangerous condition.  If trees are causing the sidewalks to break up, the City will take down the tree(s) in the parking with the stipulation that the property owner will need to plant a new tree to replace the one that was cut down.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 3, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

