MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, August 6, 2012 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 6, 2012 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included TJ Nagel, Shelley Stacy, Natalie Schmidt, Renee Graves, Buddy Graves, Monica Diggins, Paul Johnson, Bryan Meyer and Mike Elbert.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

The Mayor and Council met with Shelley Stacy, 2012 manager of the Swimming Pool, and Natalie Schmidt, Renee Graves, Buddy Graves and Monica Diggins, parents of children involved in an August 1 air gun incident at the Pool, and the resulting disciplinary action taken against the three boys. After a lengthy discussion, it was decided by the Mayor, Council and parents in attendance that the Pool’s terms of disciplinary action would stand for all patrons of the pool and in this instance, the three young men, and that from this point forward a “Notification Policy” will be put in place at the pool whereby parents are extended written notification of their child’s behavior should a “Disciplinary Action Report” be filed against the youth.  Also, a “General Rules” information sheet will be handed out to parties purchasing family or individual season tickets at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  Too, a “Rules” sign is posted each summer on the inside of the fence at the Pool.
Shelley Stacy also reported the pool is losing lifeguards due to college students returning to their studies and high school sports practices starting.  Effective immediately (due to the lack of certified personnel) the Council gave the pool manager permission to return to the June operating hours for the remainder of the season and to use her judgment as to when the pool should close on any given day.  Final day of swimming at the Whittemore Pool in 2012 will be Saturday, August 18.
It was also discussed and decided that the current Swimming Pool Employee Handbook will be updated prior to the opening of the facility in 2013.

Council then met with Paul Johnson regarding his claim that the window pane in the east door of his home at 708 Sixth Street was cracked by a city employee knocking on the door on July 5, 2012.  No action was taken on the estimate to repair that was submitted to the city by the Johnsons.
TJ Nagel, representing Hahn Roofing of Fort Dodge and Spencer, met with the Council to review the bid his company has submitted to replace shingles on the city-owned properties that were damaged during a 15-20 minute hail storm on Friday, July 13, 2012.  Mr. Nagel also answered questions Council posed regarding shingle warranties, deferred properties, replacement cost value, actual cash value, depreciation, etc.  They thanked him for attending the meeting.  

Council also reviewed bids submitted for the city roofing projects by Simon Simonson Roofing, Top Choice Roofing, and Liberty Exteriors, LLC.  At this time no action was taken on any items related to the July 13, 2012 hail storm damage to city-owned properties in Whittemore.  The Clerk was asked to contact insurance agents for a clarification on how the depreciation/deductible/insurance payback works.  She was also asked to investigate licenses, insurance and bonds carried by all contractors submitting bids for repair of said properties.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the July 2, 2012 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the July 12, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $9496.26; Electric $34604.55; Gas $13223.96; Water $6459.29; Sewer Rental $2208.08; Solid Waste $3639.24; Payroll $23680.12; Equipment $4882.04; Special Account $3361.70; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax regular $3525.93; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $92.36; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.16; Library Regular $226.96; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  After a review of the monthly transactions, motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Johnson to accept the July, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $14089.31; Total (all) Employee Wages $16365.44; Total (all) Contract Labor $81.00; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees $850.00; KCEDC, annual per-capita dues $1965.60; MaxYield Cooperative, June statement $1069.25; Horizon’s Unlimited, June recyclables processing $50.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1580.00; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast registration fees $30.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $1027.00; R D Drenkow & Co., July cafeteria plan withholdings $407.68; Sandy Long, reimbursement $26.75; K-Mart, Summer Reading Program expenses $24.07; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Iowa Library Services, FY2013 EBSCOHost Database Subscription renewal $50.20; Iowa Library Services, meeting registration fee $15.00; Counsel Office & Document, monthly copies and lease payment $102.63; MidAmerica Books, books $129.42; Gale, large print books $59.97; Center Point Large Print, large print books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books $358.62; Randy Mueller, July mowing services $30.00; Northwest Communications, monthly website hosting fee $27.95; Cenex, ice cream cones for Swimming Lesson kids $49.52; Barco Products Co., 2 – 6’ benches for use at Swimming Pool $1,224.20; Schmitt Hardware, July statement $101.40; Emmetsburg Little League, team fees for 2012 $150.00; Stundahls Cleaning, July cleaning $125.00; Hutzell’s, inkjet cartridge for printer at City Hall $28.66; Bomgaars, gaskets $6.25; Colonial Research, materials $179.76; Whittemore Fire Department, City’s portion of the 2012 FCC Narrow banding upgrade costs $6,289.90; Kossuth Co. Environmental Health, 2012 Swimming Pool inspection fee $270.00; A+ Tree Service, stump grinding $735.00; and Pool Tech, chemicals $387.00.
Also, Community Lumber Supply, materials $44.43;  Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $38,738.91; Algona Municipal Utilities, electric meter purchased $150.00; Border States Electric, wedge clamps $102.72; C J Cooper & Associates, random drug test result $64.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $332.77; L & G Inc., July statement $229.10; Elbert Bros. Well Drilling, Inc., labor/materials for Water Leak $283.32; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., July statement $88.20; Bonnstetter Auto Body, repair hail damage to 2003 Chevy Silverado pickup $1,290.00; Cook’s Scrap Iron & Metal, square tube and angle iron $167.18; Iowa DNR, annual Wastewater Permit Fee and annual Public Water Supply Fee $269.04; ATC Cablevision, internet service fees $92.60; E-Pride Office Products, supplies $38.11; Whittemore Independent, July publications $155.09; Supplies N’More, July office supplies $102.89; Iowa Utilities Board, FY 2013 Assessments for the Iowa Energy Center and the Center for Global & Regional Environmental Research $1,003.00; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., trimming & pole pruner, chain, KM extension and lawn seed/tilling at St. Michael’s Parish Center $652.95; Iowa One Call, locates $7.20; Jay Thompson, labor to make a portable handrail for handicap ramp at Community Center $100.00; Bennett Sanitation, dumpster services $260.00; City of Spencer, July landfill fees $1,173.92, Fenton 66 Service, fuel for use of Fenton garbage truck $43.00; MaxYield Cooperative, July statement $1,341.38; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July sales taxes $1,122.00; American Red Cross, lesson fees $44.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, July recyclables processing fee $50.00; Northwest Communications, new printer/scanner/color copier for use in City Hall $334.85; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,835.23; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $299.71.
Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to pay the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builders Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

Harry & Carol Bonnstetter:  Due to faulty material, manufacturing company to replace siding on the home and garage on property at 714 Second Street.


Larry Chada:  Reside house and build a 8x16 deck on north side of house at 515 First Street.


Shirley & Bob Ludwig:  Replace entry door to house at 611 Sixth Street.


Bill & Ruth Newhouse:  Reshingle roof of shop building at 711 Broad Street (hail damage)


Bill & Ruth Newhouse:  Reshingle roof of house, garage and possibly the storage shed in rear yard at 711 Fourth Street (hail damage).


Jay Thompson:  Remove and replace with new the shingles, gutters and downspouts on house at 315 Broad Street (due to hail damage).


Mary Jean Carlson:  Remove and replace shingles and gutters on house and garage at 314 Kossuth Street (due to hail damage on 7-13-12)


Delbert Ostwald:  Replace shingles on garage and repair holes in new house siding at 702 Palo Alto Street (due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12)


Mrs. Esther Steier:  Replace shingles and gutters on house/garage and boat house at 202 Kossuth Street (due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12)


Mrs. Norma Kressin:  Replace two front windows with units of same size.  Also, reshingle roof of house as needed due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12.


Kenneth E. Farrell:  Remove and replace with new, shingles and gutters on house, garage and small shed in rear yard at 311 Broad Street (due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12).


Garmon Adams:  Remove and replace with new, shingles on the house/garage and small shed at 706 Third Street (due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12.


Rick Chada:  Reshingle house and garage due to hail damage on 7-13-12.  Also, build a dormer on upper level of house.  All work to be completed at 92 Palo Alto Street.

Shirley & Bob Ludwig:  Remove and replace with new, shingles on house, garage and side shed in rear of yard at 611 Sixth Street.


Greg Elbert:  Replace shingles on house and garage at 510 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Lee Elbert:  Replace shingles on house and garage at 214 Broad Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Mike Elbert:  Replace shingles on house and garage at 504 Fourth Street due to 7-13-12 hail storm damage.


Frank Ehr:  Replace with new, shingles on house and garage at 704 Fourth Street due to hail storm damage on July 13, 2012.


Elton & Shirley Wood:  Replace shingles, gutters and eaves on house; also plan on replacing shingles on the 8x10 shed in back yard and the metal roof of the larger 50x30 steel shed in the back yard.  All work to be completed at 514 Fifth Street.


Stuart Simonson:  Reshingle roof of house at 514 Palo Alto Street.


Tom & Peg Illg:  Pour a 17x22 concrete patio on north side of house at 206 210 Street.


Richard & Karen Thilges:  Remove two windows from house; replace west picture window with a 40x40 windows and permanently close south side window; replace south entry door; reshingle house and garage (due to hail storm damage on 7-13-12).


Dale & Kathy Fraser:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 602 Kossuth Street due to 7-13-12 hail damage.


Dennis Weber:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 503 Palo Alto Street.


Daniel J. Elbert:  Reshingle roof of house and garage at 301 Washington Street.


Marcia Wilsey:  Reshingle roof of house and garage and replace gutters, window casings and fascia of house.  All work to be completed at 214 Fourth Street.


Karla Walker:  Reshingle, new gutters, wrap around front door at 110 Palo Alto Street (7-13-12 hail)


Craig Brownell:  Reshingle house and garage at 618 Seventh Street (7-13-12 hail damage)


Delbert Wichtendahl:  Apply steel roof to house at 611 Seventh Street (7-13-12 hail damage) 

Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Brownell to approve the above-listed applications and that “Builder’s Permits”  be issued to all parties.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

An application for employment from Randy Fitzgerald was acknowledged and placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

At this time the Council reviewed all documents presented to them by Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council Governments as they pertain to the 2012 Whittemore Housing Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program.  It was noted by the City Clerk that the Environmental Review Record is available at City Hall for public viewing.  The resolutions were presented as follows:
Resolution No. 2012-05; a “Resolution Adopting Signature Authorization for Alternate Signators”.  The document approves naming the City Clerk as Alternator Signator in the absence of the Mayor.  Upon motions by Simonson and Fraser and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2012-05 was adopted.  

Resolution No. 2012-06; a “Resolution Adopting City of Whittemore – Temporary Relocation Policy”.  Per this resolution, homeowners are given more flexibility in regard to whether or not they have to relocate during the course of any interior rehabilitation that disturbs painted surfaces.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2012-06.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Resolution No. 2012-07; a “Resolution Adopting City of Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program Elderly Waiver for Relocation”.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Brownell to adopt Resolution No. 2012-07.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2012-07 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2012-08; a Resolution Adopting the “Resolution on Equal Opportunity Policy”.  Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2012-08 was duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2012-09; a “Resolution Adopting the City of Whittemore Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan”.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to adopt Resolution No. 2012-09.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Resolution No. 2012-10; a “Resolution Adopting a Code of Conduct for the City of Whittemore Development Block Grant”.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to adopt Resolution No. 2012-10.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2012-10 duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2012-11; a “Resolution Adopting a Procurement Policy for the City of Whittemore Community Development Block Grant”.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2012-11.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Resolution No. 2012-12; a “Resolution Adopting the Affirmative Fair Housing Policy”.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Brownell to adopt Resolution No. 2012-12.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2012-12 duly adopted.

Lastly, Resolution No. 2012-13; a “Resolution Adopting Policy on the Prohibition of the Use of Excessive Force” was introduced.  Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2012-13 was duly adopted.

No discussion was held during this meeting regarding city-wide sidewalk repair.  Topic to be placed on future Council agendas for further consideration.
At this time ORDINANCE NO. 183 – AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING TITLE VI PHYSICAL ENFIRONMENT, CHAPTER 14, “WELL PROTECTION ZONES” was introduced.  The ordinance is being presented due to a deficiency noted in a routine “Public Water Supply Sanitary Survey” conducted in Whittemore by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources on June 25, 2012, whereby “The owner of a well constructed after 1979 is required to have legal control of the land for a 200-foot radius around the well through purchase, lease, easement, ordinance or other similar means”.  ORDINANCE NO. 183 serves as a means of compliance with the DNR’s order to obtain legal control of the land surrounding the city’s wells.

Motion was by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 183.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Fraser and seconded by Johnson to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 183.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 183.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 183 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication.
Due to the first Monday in September being the Labor Day holiday, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Thursday, September 6, 2012, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The Whittemore “Community Calendar of Events” for August 2012 was reviewed.  Again, many events sponsored by various groups help keep the community in the public eye.
In order to keep the sidewalks open and the beauty of Time Square visible, municipal employees were ordered to paint yellow “NO PARKING” lines on the curb/street at the northwest intersection of Broad and Fourth Streets along the south and east sides of Time Square.
Council discussed unkempt properties within the city limits of Whittemore; Supt. Elbert and Councilman Brownell to compose a list of property owners who need a “Notice to Abate Nuisance” order or a gentler reminder to clean up their properties by mowing and pulling weeds, and by calling for proper disposal of unused items being visibly stored on properties throughout the community.
Councilman Simonson stated he has talked with Steve Wendt of NIACOG regarding the upcoming Housing Rehabilitation Program and Mr. Wendt again reiterated that it will be the spring of 2013 before any hammers swing in the upcoming improvement project.

Supt. Elbert reported the August 3, 2012 inspection of the Sewer Plant by Department of Natural Resources personnel went well.  A final report will be forthcoming.
The Clerk reported a request by Jim Muller that “Slow – Children at Play” signage be posted at the ends of the alley east of his property at 108 Palo Alto Street.  Mr. Muller states the cars zip thru said alley with no regard or concern for the daycare children at Jackie Ricke’s house, and he fears the worst will happen one of this days if something isn’t done to deter the speeding.  Council approved the request and ordered municipal employees post said signs as soon as possible.
Supt. Elbert spoke of a request by Ken “Buford” Pedersen, Project Manager with Nikkel & Associates of Ames.  He stated Mr. Pedersen reports that his company is not liable for designing a building for switchgear at the Light Plant, should one be needed.  Buford suggested an engineer be involved and he recommended DGR Engineering of Rock Rapids, as Nikkel & Associates has worked on numerous projects with the firm.  After further discussion, Council requested city staff contact DGR Engineering to see if they have enough information from Mr. Pedersen to put some sort of “Cost of Services” estimate together for the City of Whittemore.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed, including the specifics of the Kossuth County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting for Whittemore, which will be held on Wednesday, August 8, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the American Legion Hall.  The meeting will need to be attended by elected officials, city employees, local business owners and local citizens to fulfill the local match requirement ($1,000 per city).

Due to this evening’s already-lengthy meeting, Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION.   Instead, a Special Meeting was called regarding the agenda item, “Municipal Employee Hiring”.  It is scheduled for Tuesday, August 14, 2012 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall, at which time members of the Council will enter into CLOSED SESSION to review applications that have been received for the previously advertised “Municipal Worker” position.   Also to be included on the Special Meeting agenda will be to set employee salaries for Fiscal Year 2012-13. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 6, 2012 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

