MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, July 11, 2013 – 5:03 p.m.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in Special Session on Thursday, July 11, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance were Bryan Meyer.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Council entered into CLOSED SESSION at 5:35 p.m. to discuss a municipal employee’s salary.  Council returned to OPEN SESSION at 6:05 p.m.  No changes were made in Supt. Bryan Meyer’s salary as set by the Council during its regular meeting on June 4, 2013; namely, Meyer’s status to be that of a” Salary” employee with the City of Whittemore being paid $43,000.00 annually and allowed 120 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits.  Council agreed to scheduling readjustment, if need be, and dictated that the exception(s) should try to be made within a week of any unforeseen overtime worked.  Mayor Elbert thanked the Council and Supt. Meyer for their open and honest discussion; he encouraged everyone to continue to working as a team for the betterment of Whittemore.
Business pertaining to Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects was reviewed.  It was announced that Allen Bonderman, Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities PULL Advisor to the City of Whittemore, has made the following contacts for the City of Whittemore with regard to electric service: 

1. Mr. Chip Schultz, Managing Director of Ruan Securities (Des Moines), a division of D. A. Davidson & Co., who Bonderman considers to be our primary contact with the company who will guide the City of Whittemore (as a fiscal agent) through the issuance of bonds, whether privately-placed or publicly-sold.  The funds will be spent to construct new facilities for transmission service due to ITC’s intent to abandon a 55-mile long segment of 34,500 volt transmission line and the City of Whittemore’s need to interconnect with Corn Belt Power Cooperative, at 69,000 volts, at a point a couple of miles south of town, as well as construct some substation facilities.  Additionally, we will need funds to replace major equipment inside the City’s Light Plant.  The exact total of our capital needs has not yet been determined, but the transmission/substation portion will be about $1 million plus prefunding of any bond reserves, and the power plant upgrade is estimated to cost between $100,000 and $200,000.
2. Mr. Steve Nadel of Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. in Des Moines to act as the City’s bonding attorney.  

Clerk Farrell reported  City staff is ready to assist these individuals with any information they may need to begin the bonding process.  Councilman Simonson noted that Farmers State Bank is interested in being contacted with regard to the purchase of these electric revenue bonds.
As a final endorsement of the electric projects, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Brownell that the City of Whittemore put in our own substation and find our own electric service source, building it and keeping it Whittemore owned.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to accept a revised “PULL Service Agreement” between the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities and the City of Whittemore which extends the contract with Allen Bonderman to serve as the City’s PULL Advisor and allowing him to assist the City with matters related to the construction of facilities and development of a new power source agreement.  Total cost of the services proposed in the new “PULL Service Agreement” is a maximum of $5,000.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

Supt. Meyer reported a problem remains in that humidity is causing there to be standing water in the basement restrooms at the Community Center.  Council directed Supt. Meyer to purchase an adequate number of humidifiers to take care of the problem.   
Councilmen Simonson and Brownell announced that Whittemore has been awarded the distinction of being named the Kossuth County community to be the recipient of the Iowa “Freedom Rock”!  This will be a Seely-Walsh Post #425 American Legion project that will benefit the entire community and county.  No permanent location for the “Freedom Rock” has been selected at this time; it is scheduled to arrive in Whittemore in 2015.

A rough estimate in the total amount of $4,200.00 from Schmitt Hardware for an air conditioning unit consisting of one compressor with two heads for the offices of City Hall was reviewed.  Upon further discussion Council concluded they would like to be able to install some sort of cooling system that works with the furnace unit that was installed at City Hall (by Schmitt Hardware) in November, 2007.  No action was taken on the matter at this time; Supt. Meyer to contact Jim Schmitt regarding the Council’s wishes and concerns.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 11, 2013 Special Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

