MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 1, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 1, 2013 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser and Brownell.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Allen Bonderman, Karla Walker and Bryan Meyer.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.
At 5:30 p.m. Mayor Elbert opened a PUBLIC HEARING for the purpose of allowing citizens to make comments on the proposed Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan as written by the Whittemore Planning Committee, the Kossuth County Planning Committee, and by North Iowa Area Council of Governments.  Notice of said hearing was published in the June 20, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent newspaper.

City officials then met with Allen Bonderman, the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities PULL Advisor to the City of Whittemore, to discuss electric service provider options for Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  Per his service agreement he and Supt. Meyer have been working on projects related to power supply and the City’s need to construct new facilities for transmission service as ITC (International Transmission Company) has notified Whittemore that it intends to abandon a 55-mile long segment of 34,500 volt transmission line in a couple of years.  The City has several options to consider but Mr. Bonderman feels the best solution is for the City of Whittemore to interconnect with Corn Belt Power Cooperative, at 69,000 volts, at some point a couple of miles south of town, as well as construct substation facilities and make some major equipment upgrades inside the municipal power plant.
After a lengthy discussion with Mr. Bonderman and a review of options open to the City, the Council agreed with the PULL Advisor’s conclusion, thereby realizing the need to issue electric revenue bonds.  At this point the exact total of the City’s capital needs has yet to be determined, but the transmission/substation portion will be about $1 million plus prefunding of any bond reserves.  It is also estimated that the cost of the power plant work will be between $100,000 and $200,000.  As the City has been fortunate enough to receive a one-year, stand-alone contract offer from the Resale Power Group of Iowa, the deadline for completion of this work has been extended to December 31, 2014.  

Council asked Allen Bonderman to put together an estimate of cost to extend his IAMU PULL Service Agreement in order to assist the City with matters related to construction of facilities and a new power supply agreement.  Mr. Bonderman stated he will make the initial contacts with an engineer from DGR Engineering in Rock Rapids (for a proposal on the Light Plant upgrading) and also a fiscal agent for the issuance of bonds, along with a bonding attorney.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the Resale Power Group of Iowa “One Year Contract” as proposed by Kris Stubbs, RPGI Chief Administrative Officer, via email correspondence dated July 1, 2013 and passing any price increases along to Residential, Commercial or Industrial customers of Whittemore Municipal Utilities that result in the signage of said contract.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser and Brownell.  Motion carried.  The new stand-alone contract between RPGI and the City of Whittemore will be in effect January 1 thru December 31, 2014.  It states that Whittemore will be charged the same rates and fees as other RPGI members and in addition, Whittemore will be assessed (on a monthly basis) a surcharge of one and one-half mils per kWh ($.0015/kWh).
The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Bonderman for his professional assistance to date regarding the electric projects by the City of Whittemore.  He again reiterated the need to make a decision with regard to a service provider as soon as possible and that once that decision is made, planning for said facilities must begin immediately.  Due to the absence of two members at this evening’s meeting, Council announced its plans to call a Special Meeting sometime during the week of July 8-12, 2013 to continue discussion, planning and decision-making on the electric service provider and light plant upgrade projects for the City of Whittemore.
At 6:45 P.M. Mayor Elbert declared the PUBLIC HEARING for the purpose of allowing citizens to make comments on the proposed Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan closed.  There being no persons present to be heard for or against said proposal, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2013-05, a Resolution Adopting Whittemore Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan as written by the Whittemore Planning Committee, the Kossuth County Planning Committee and by North Iowa Area Council of Governments.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser and Brownell.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared the resolution duly adopted.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 4, 2013 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the June 13, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $42770.08; Electric $33459.78; Gas $29992.52; Water $37470.79; Sewer Rental $4075.92; Solid Waste $3737.05; Payroll $24629.47; Equipment $2576.47; Special Account $608.02; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $185.00; Road Use Tax $3876.26; Customer Deposit $400.00; Debt Service $105.88; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $24.93; Library Renovations Savings $1055.18; Library Regular $50051.19; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the June, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $18043.13; Total (all) Employee Wages $13572.42; Total (all) Contract Labor $72.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1395.00; City of Whittemore, budget transfers $60000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., June withholding $253.84; Whittemore Public Library, budget transfer $46.320.00; Dawn Hentschel % City of Whittemore, customer deposit refund applied to final bill $350.00 and Project Share disbursement $50.00; Rylee Anderson % City of Whittemore customer deposit refund applied to final bill $300.00; Farm & Home Insurance, additional 2013-14 Business Package premium $2475.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; K-Mart, Summer Reading Program prizes $176.06; Sandy Long, reimbursement $245.48; Judy Erdman, reimbursement $17.42; Gale/CENGAGE Learning, large print books $219.94; Center Point, large print books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $824.31; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, 2013 Beacon Automation system support $660.00; Overdrive % Iowa Library Services, 2014 NEIBORS subscription renewal $345.36; MicroMarketing, audiobooks $59.98; Large Print Overstocks., large print books $78.52; Reminisce, 2 yr. plus 6 month subscription renewal $29.98; Country, 7 issue subscription renewal $14.98; Midwest Living, 2 yr. subscription renewal $19.97; Bomgaars, June $140.88; Randy Mueller, mowing of vacated properties $350.00; Iowa League of Cities, 2013-14 membership dues $386.00; NIACOG, 6th monthly installment of Housing Rehab Project $245.00; Iowa Division of Labor Services, swimming pool boiler inspection $65.00; Kossuth County Sheriff, serve Notice to Abate Nuisance and 2013-14 Law Enforcement Contract for Services $1,015.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., 2013-14 Per Capital Dues $1,965.60; Terry’s Welding Inc., materials/labor build 3 new stands for lifeguard chairs at Pool $1,354.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, June 2013 cleaning services $200.00; Electronic Specialties, Inc., Whittemore’s cost to install Outdoor Warning Siren (remote) Controller for weather warnings $1,943.60; Pepsi Beverages Company, pop for machines $190.64; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee; install new copier to computer $132.95; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $57.99; and Ayrshire Communications, monthly Internet $52.90.

Also, Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, first PULL Agreement, preliminary & interim reports, cost estimates, etc. $510.00; Kriz-Davis Co., stream light sealed lead acid battery $57.78; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $34,988.93; KRHC-Hospital, random drug testing $55.00; A I Processors, UPS postage $9.53;  Brown Supply Co., distribution materials $1,246.63; Van-Hof Trucking, salt transportation fee $583.89; Tegra Corporation, 24.95T solar salt $2,964.06; Thompson Farm Draining Inc., storm sewer jetting $150.00; Tom Eischen Sales, weed spraying at Sewer Plant $318.45; City of Spencer, landfill fees $993.36; Horizons Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, lift truck repair $3,161.39; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., June statement $397.37Ernie Williams, Ltd., repair materials for JD mower $234.17; Counsel Office & Documents, new copier at City Hall ($1,423.00) and Library copier leasing/copies $1,713.88; ProBuild, June statement $29.32; Whittemore Independent, publications $595.08; Schmitt Hardware, June statement $240.78; Mangold Environmental Testing, testing fees $305.00; L & G Inc., June services including assistance with water main break repair $1,371.55; City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $315.52; and City of Whittemore, utilities $2727.97.  Supt. Meyer explained the problems with and repair of the City’s lift truck and also that the City is being allowed a 30-day trial period of the LED bulbs being used to illuminate the Betsy Ross flag on the Community Center.  There being no further discussion, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson that the above-listed claims be approved for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:

Delbert Ostwald:  Reside/apply steel siding to the east side of garage on property at 702 Palo Alto Street.


Donna Muller:  Remove and replace shingles and gutters on house at 104 Prairie Street due to hail storm damage on July 13, 2012.


Roger Kenne:  Pour 10x15 slab on concrete in backyard of property at 507 Third Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, all applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as stated.

The delinquent account list was reviewed.

Resolution No. 2013-06; a Resolution Adopting the Updated Natural Gas Operator Qualification Program for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, by Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities (IAMU), was introduced.  Supt. Meyer explained that the Natural Gas “Operator Qualification Program”, as developed by IAMU, has been updated.  By adopting this resolution, the City of Whittemore will assist IAMU to promote the safe operation of municipal gas systems and be in compliance with federal regulations for natural gas pipeline operators.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to adopt Resolution No. 2013-06.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Fraser and Brownell.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared the resolution duly adopted.

There followed the introduction of Resolution No. 2013-07; an Organization Resolution and Agreement for the Visa Business Credit Card Program at the Whittemore Branch Office of Farmers State Bank.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2013-07 in order to complete the application for a “City of Whittemore” credit card at Farmers State Bank.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and the resolution was adopted accordingly.

Council then reviewed electronic correspondences from Steve Wendt of North Iowa Area Council of Governments as they pertained to the 2012 Whittemore Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Due to several factors, including an upturn in the economy and a greater demand for local contractors, only one bid was submitted on each of the four projects selected for Phase I of this program.  Two or more (bids) are required to continue with plans to rehabilitate.  The emails from Mr. Wendt explained what needs to happen next, and they also included Mr. Wendt’s request that the Housing Committee representing the City of Whittemore consider allowing Dick Collins Construction of Humboldt to again be included on the bid list, as he had previously been banned from the Contractor’s Register per Council and Housing Committee decision during the March 4, 2013 regular meeting.
Upon receipt of the email from Steve Wendt dated Friday, June 21, 2013 and after review of the situation, the Whittemore City Council members who are a part of the Housing Rehab Committee (Simonson, Fraser and Brownell) contacted Steve Wendt to declare they are all willing to allow Dick Collins Construction back on the Contractor’s List.  Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson that it be known as a part of public record, the Council as the governing body hereby agrees with the Whittemore Housing Committee decision and recommendation and that Dick Collins Construction of Humboldt be allowed to bid on rehab projects associated with the 2012 Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
2013 street repairs were considered.  The Council is well aware of the need to give Palo Alto Street repair priority and also the sinking condition of the surface in front of 503 Second Street.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to have Supt. Meyer to contact Blacktop Service for a bid for patch repairs of the area where the street was cut into for main repairs at the intersection of Third and Palo Alto and to also tear up the existing street near 503 Second and to put in gravel and allow it to settle for a year before the blacktop service is replaced.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Monday, August 5, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

As of this meeting there were no special events scheduled on the July, 2013 Whittemore “Calendar of Events”.  The “First Thursday Coffee” is cancelled due to it being a National holiday, and due to the wet and unusual spring and early summer we have been experiencing this year there was very little interest by past participants in presenting Betterment’s “Annual Garden Tour”.  It has also been cancelled for 2013.  The Clerk noted that the Whittemore Swimming Pool will host American Red Cross “Learn to Swim” lessons the week of July 8 – 12.  Cost is $20.00 per student.  

Councilman Johnson brought forward a discussion about the field lights around the ball diamond at Noah’s Park and the need to have them rewired and put into better operating order if the Little League program is to continue in Whittemore.  He believes we need to maintain what we have.  Councilman Simonson suggested Johnson put together some estimated costs to upgrade for future consideration; he also noted this would be a good project to be submitted to Kossuth County Community Foundation for possible grant funding.
The Mayor and Council commended and congratulated the Whittemore Fire Department on the successful celebration of their 100th Anniversary of organization on Saturday, June 22, 2013.  All events were very well organized and handled in an orderly fashion by members of the local rescue department, including personnel of the Whittemore Ambulance Service.  Councilman Johnson also thanked the City for its involvement and the employees for their support of the afternoon and evening activities.  Everything was well received.
Mayor Elbert asked that municipal workers take down the Broad Street starburst decorations for the remainder of the summer so they can be revitalized for the upcoming fall/winter/spring seasons.  He also inquired of any progress being made to repair the north side of the antique clock at Time Square.  Supt. Meyer reported he needs to tear it apart in order to diagnose the problem and they will do so when time allows for the repair project.  The party that sold the clock to the City is no longer in business.

Supt. Meyer reported on the following:

· He believes the Council needs to begin budgeting for replacement and upgrade of the water line at Sixth and Palo Alto Street; it is also thought an engineer would need to be involved in the project. 

· Removal of and renovation of the tennis court area that was discussed at a previous Council meeting earlier this spring has been put off at this time due to the extremely wet weather conditions; he thinks it could possibly be completed yet this fall.

The Clerk noted that two owners have been notified by letter requesting they repair or replace the sidewalks on their properties.  

Council reviewed a copy of a letter by Steve Wendt of NIACOG that was sent from his office to Attorney Todd Holmes concerning the complaint Ken and Sandra Del Rosso of Whittemore have with Dick Collins Construction for work he performed for them in the 2008 Whittemore Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program.  No action was taken on the matter.
Due to the new “Municipal Oversight Resources” law the Code of Iowa now requires cities with populations of less than two thousand with $1 million or more in budgeted expenditures in two consecutive years to have an annual examination.  The City of Whittemore is required to have this exam starting with the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.  The City may choose to have a financial audit in lieu of the annual examination and the city has a choice of ways to have this task performed.  The Clerk announced that during the upcoming September 11, 2013 KCEDC-sponsored “City Clerks Luncheon” the group will be 
discussing this issue and that a list of area CPA firms is being composed that could possibly be used as a “group” auditing service.  Council chose to go with the Clerk’s Luncheon CPA firm information.  It was noted that the City has until March 31, 2014 to complete this requirement.
Council thanked the Ken Farrell Family for their memorial donation to the Whittemore Swimming Pool.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  Invitations for the Mayor and Council and staff to the annual “Kossuth/Palo Alto County-Wide Breakfast” were distributed.  The event will be held on Wednesday, July 31, at St. Michael’s Parish Center here in Whittemore with breakfast being served beginning at 7:00 a.m. and the speakers program starting at approximately 7:30.
The Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION however they briefly discussed wage issues with Supt. Bryan Meyer.  As two members were absent, no action was taken to reverse or adjust the June 6, 2013 Council decision to pay Mr. Meyer as a salary employee at the gross rate of $43,000 annually for the period June 1, 2013 thru May 31, 2014.  The Clerk was asked to keep the issue on the agenda for the Special Meeting that will be scheduled for the second week of July, 2013.  City staff was also asked to investigate telephone or answering machine options available for ON CALL personnel at the Light Plant.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 1, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.
/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

