MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, June 4, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Also in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting were Eric Goodman, Bev Walker, Joe Muller, Karla Walker, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

Mayor Elbert complimented and thanked members of Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion for their outstanding Memorial Day program, and he also acknowledged the Whittemore people and groups featured in the May/June 2013 edition of “MySolutions”, a publication distributed by MaxYield Cooperative.
At 5:30 P.M. it was announced that a Public Hearing to amend the current budget of the City of Whittemore for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2013 was underway.  

Eric Goodman was in attendance to review the June 22, 2013 “Schedule of Events” that members of the fire department and ambulance service have planned in observance of the Whittemore Fire Department’s 100th Anniversary.   Mr. Goodman updated the Mayor and Council with event times as they pertain to the youth and adult water fights, free-will donation pork and beef pattie bar-b-que, and two local bands playing for the street dance.  Kossuth County Sheriff Steve Kollasch, a member of the emergency squad, is in charge of the committee handling refreshments.  Required fencing will be put up to secure the area.  Ideally, the first events (Kid’s Inflatable Rides, Mosbach Train rides and 1935 Fire Truck rides) will begin at 2:30 p.m.  Activities are planned for the remainder of the day; the bar will close and clean-up will begin at 11:30 p.m.  

Bev Walker was in attendance to request that Fourth Street remain open to traffic until approximately 12:30 p.m. as her family is holding the Wm. Ostwald Estate auction that same afternoon (June 22, 2013) beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Goodman reported that Fourth Street in front of the Fire Station south to Broad Street, and a portion of east Broad Street will be need to be closed by 10:00 a.m. that morning as fire department personnel will need the extra time to fence-off and set up tables, chairs and other equipment necessary to host the water fight games.  Also, Railroad Street on the north side of the Fire Station will be blocked off as it will be the location of the Kid’s Inflatable Rides.
The Mayor and Council directed municipal employees to assist with the set-up and to also secure directional signage that clearly defines the temporary street closing and detouring of traffic.  In taking these measures city officials feel auction-goers should have no problem finding their way to the Wm. Ostwald Estate sale at 720 Fourth Street on the south edge of Whittemore.  They also congratulated the Fire Department and wished them good luck with their celebration.
Due to a mix-up in scheduling, Laurel Clement, Community Planner with North Iowa Area Council of Governments in Mason City, did not attend this meeting to present details of the proposed Kossuth County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Clerk Farrell copied pertinent “Whittemore” sections of the plan and made them available to the Mayor and Council for their review.  As a Public Hearing is required before the plan can be adopted, Council named the next regular meeting as the date and time for said legal session to be held.

Joe Muller of Farm & Home Insurance Services attended this month’s meeting to discuss renewal of the City’s Business Insurance Package.  The 2013-14 insurance premium in the amount of $59,751.00 was paid by the City in May, 2013. Muller pointed out in the new package that Property Coverage increased by $800,000+ to comply with (insurance industry) recommended replacement costs; Automobile Coverage decreased due to the deletion of two units from the city’s fleet of vehicles; and that Work Comp Coverage experienced a moderate increase (from 1.17 to 1.60) due to several Worker’s Compensation claims submitted for processing during the past 12-24 month period.  Council thanked Joe Muller for review of the City’s Business Insurance package.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the May 4, 2013 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the May 16, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of May, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $17318.77; Electric $42602.87; Gas $65043.18; Water $8508.85; Sewer Rental $2932.96; Solid Waste $5477.95; Payroll $19995.44; Equipment $5995.34; Special Account $790.94; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $165.00; Road Use Tax $2281.70; Customer Deposit $250.00; Debt Service $674.70; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1250.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.18; Library Regular $962.45; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  
Councilman Brownell brought forward a discussion of the possibility of using Community Center Savings Account funds to renovate the tennis court area as has been previously discussed during earlier meetings.  Councilperson Fraser stated she believes the account was opened as a means of setting aside funds for Community Center indoor improvements; she believes Kossuth County Community Foundation grants should be applied for to accomplish the tennis court renovation work.  Councilman Simonson countered with his belief that the tennis courts are part of the Community Center area, although agreeing that the outdoor work would be an excellent project for KCCF monies.  After further discussion, Council instructed municipal employees to cut out the east blacktopped tennis court surface where the sink hole exists, scraping the area (fence to fence) in order to apply dirt and seed it down thus making it a safe, green area for future enjoyment of individuals wanting to use the playground area. 
At this time no action was taken regarding funds to pay for the above-mentioned work; the Council’s main concern is renovating the area to ensure the safety of the public.  Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to accept the May, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $25736.83; Total (all) Employee Wages $11921.92; Total (all) Contract Labor $99.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1450.00; Farmers State Bank, master note payment $10000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., May cafeteria plan withholdings $317.30; Iowa Finance Authority, 2008 Water Plant project semi-annual payment $31416.25;   Farm & Home Insurance, 2013-14 Business Insurance Package $59751.00; Bomgaars, mulch and trees for planting by City $260.52; Bev Walker, decoration repair $45.00; A-1 Portables, port-a-pots for two events $560.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, services $100.00; American Red Cross, 2013 Swimming Lesson fee $200.00; Pool Tech, first half annual chemical fee $2,784.00; West Bend International Corp., “o” ring $2.11; Fastenal, Swimming Pool repair/start up materials $62.46; Brown Shoe Fit, swimming suits for new Lifeguards $412.75; Spense Simonson, WSI recertification for lessons at Whittemore Swimming Pool $170.00;Recreation Supply Co., vac head, repair/maintenance materials, pox-o-fill, 24’ pole and First-aid kit/50” super rescue tube (all Pool) $1,070.43; BSN Sports, helmets, bats, line marker, first aid kits, scorebooks (all Little League) $653.71; Menard’s, cups for Little League water coolers $29.94; ProBuild, grid marker for Little League $25.76; K-Mart, cleaning supplies at Pool; Summer Reading Program supplies at Library $116.87; NIACOG, monthly installment for Housing Rehab Program $245.00; Emagine, 50% down payment for new website $892.50; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Ayrshire Communications, internet service $52.90; and Randy Mueller, thatch/mow at Noah’s Park and other mowing/clean-up services for vacant properties (all costs to be assessed to work site property tax rolls) $610.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29,979.67; City of Whittemore, transfer of Project Share funds to Account No. 2905 per NICAO draw order $50.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement for mileage & lodging for IAMU water school $183.95; A I Processors, UPS postage charges $18.22; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $264.36; L & G Inc., repair services $924.62; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $94.00; Waste Zero, 43 cases “BLUE” 33 gallon bags $2,365.00; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Ernie Williams, LTD, lawn mower repair parts $31.86; Bonnstetter Auto Body, white pickup front bumper repairs $687.48; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., 55 gallon drum of oil $642.00; Schmitt Hardware, May statement $73.57; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $67.70; Supplies N’More, office supplies, envelopes, forms, (2) US flags $599.62; E-Pride Office Products, office supplies $62.05; Creative Stitches, Little League t-shirts & caps; safety green and safety orange t-shirts for municipal employees $1,527.75; Whittemore Independent, May publications and #10 envelopes $525.56; Kriz-Davis Co., street lighting and electric distribution materials $605.56; Colonial Research Chemical, utilities marking paint $268.80; IAMU, Allen Bonderman PULL Program advisor site visit and expenses; safety meeting quarterly dues $1,036.31; Farm & Home Services, additional Business Insurance Package costs after General Liability and Workman’s Comp Audit $2,475.00; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $172.94; and City of Whittemore, utilities $3753.69.
Councilman Simonson announced that for many years (Councilperson) Kathy Fraser has volunteered her expertise computer knowledge and skills to develop and maintain the Whittemore website.  She is no longer able to provide this service and Simonson, in turn, has contacted former Whittemore resident Logan Wood regarding this matter.  Wood owns and operates Emagine, a website company located in Spencer, Iowa.  No public funds will be used for this new venture of developing and maintaining an current and up-to-date Whittemore website and in 2014 the Don J. Whittemore Foundation will have funds available that can also be used to cover website costs. 

Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Ben Eischen:  Reshingle roof of house and garage and replace eaves; also, replace some of the siding on the chimney.  All work to be completed at 200 Fourth Street.  


Mrs. Caroline Elbert:  Cap north sidewalk against home at 514 Third Street.


Alex Lenz:  Add a 12x33 ft. deck to front of house at 602 Clay Street (facing south to Clay Street).


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and Parsonage:  At 513 Clay Street (Church):  replace roofing with slate shingles; replace gutters; tear down unused chimney.  At 502 Clay Street (Parsonage):  replace shingles, gutters and siding.  All work due to hail storm damage on July 13, 2012.

Upon motions by Lancaster and Fraser and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications were approved and “Builder Permits” were issued.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed; the Clerk reported several past-due accounts have been turned over to Business Management Systems Inc. in Sioux City for collection.

Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing to amend the current fiscal year budget at 6:25 p.m.  There being no taxpayers present to be heard for or against said budget, Resolution No. 2013-04 was introduced, a resolution amending the current budget for fiscal year 2012-2013 as published in the May 23, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.  This amendment adds $29,900 to the budget; the increase in expenditures due to greater than anticipated costs in the Business Insurance Package and also the upgrade of narrow-band radio communications for the Fire & Ambulance Services.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to approve Resolution No. 2013-04.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

Motion was then made by Brownell and Lancaster directing the City Clerk to transfer monies from the Electric Fund and the Natural Gas fund to the General Fund and the Water Fund, per 2012-2013 fiscal year budget estimates.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

Upon motions by Fraser and Lancaster and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to the designated area in the new Fire Station at 405 Railroad Street for the Whittemore Fire Department’s Centennial Celebration on Saturday, June 22, 2013. 

Councilman Simonson gave a brief update on the current Housing Rehabilitation Program.  The contractor “Open Houses” were held on Friday, May 31.  Project homes in Phase I include 617 Broad Street, 614 Kossuth Street, 606 Seventh Street and 514 Palo Alto Street.  Simonson reminded the Council that the program is developed to allow for safety and aesthetic improvements to the neighborhoods and communities in which the homes are located.

There followed the on-going discussion regarding electric service providers to Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  Supt. Meyer reported that Al Bonderman, Whittemore’s advisor with the IAMU PULL program, has received four proposals and Council reviewed the “Report Summary” that was emailed to Whittemore the morning of this regular Council meeting.  As stated in the report, June 11, 2013 will be a determining date as far as NIMECA and West Bend Municipal Utilities are concerned.  Council reiterated that they want to keep the long-range future and welfare of the citizens of Whittemore in mind before making any final decision in this matter.  Other Council ideas presented during this portion of the meeting included acquiring linemen from Northwest Iowa Community College Powerline Program in Sheldon to build a tie-line for the experience or construction of wind towers for use by Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  No action was taken on either of these ideas.  Council realizes it needs to keep the ball rolling and that if a Special Meeting is required yet this month to make progress on the issue, it will be called when necessary.

Councilman Simonson stated he is retiring from his position as representative for the communities of Whittemore and Fenton on the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to name Whittemore’s alternate, Councilman Craig Brownell, as Simonson’s replacement on the KCEDC Board of Directors.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to approve one cigarette permit renewal application for the period July 1, 2013 thru June 30, 2014, that being by MaxYield Cooperative for “Whittemore Cenex”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The annual renewal fee is $75.00, payable to the City of Whittemore.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Monday, July 1, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The June, 2013 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.

Councilman Brownell stated he would like the Clerk to compose a letter to be sent to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors regarding the two drainage tiles that flow into Whittemore from the area west of town.  He is very concerned about the increasing number of field/farm tiles that are being connected to the tiles leading into Whittemore that currently seem to be too small to meet our community’s storm sewer discharge needs.  This situation has become a huge problem for local residents.  Also, if possible, the Council would like to obtain a tile output report from the county drainage secretary.
The Clerk was asked to find out the status of alley fence repair at 410 Kossuth Street; Karla Walker reported the residents residing at said address are her relatives and as far as she knows, they have received no compensation for the vehicular damages caused to the fence in 2012 and she believes the matter will probably turn into a legal dispute between parties involved in the accident.  The Clerk was also instructed to contact the property owner at 217 Fifth Street to remove the flat-tired car from Railroad Street, which is located on the south side of his property; also give warning to same homeowner that parking any vehicles so close to the west end of the Railroad Street near where it intersects with Fifth Street is only going to cause major problems for semi drivers and grain haulers trying to enter or exit the weigh sale at MaxYield Cooperative.  His cooperation in keeping parked cars away from that intersection would be greatly appreciated.
Supt. Meyer reported problems in keeping (2) high-wattage display bulbs lit at the Veteran’s Memorial and also at the three entry signs to the community. A total of five bulbs should be considered for replacement.  As the LED units are expensive but it is thought to be the solution to the problem, Council requested Meyer order one LED bulb to see if there is a difference in longevity and appearance.  If the LED turns out to be the solution to the problem, other civic groups could be asked for their monetary support to purchase the four remaining LED replacement bulbs.
The Clerk reported receiving a complaint against residents who are feeding stray cats.  Council directed that a letter be sent to said party asking them to cease this action.

Council reviewed a “General Rules” information letter handed out to families and individuals purchasing season tickets at the Whittemore Swimming Pool in 2013 and beyond.  The rules will also be posted at the Pool on a regular basis for patrons using the facility on a daily basis.
Property owners were named and the Clerk was instructed to send letters to said individuals requesting their cooperation in making sidewalk repairs for the safety of citizens using the walkway.  

A refund check from Advantage Administrators for an employee’s unused 2012 Flex Spending Plan was discussed; city staff to contact the plan administrator for further direction regarding the legalities of cashing the check in the amount of $383.62.

An upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

At 7:30 p.m. the Council entered into CLOSED SESSION to discuss employees and set salaries for Fiscal Year 2013-14.  
The Council returned to OPEN SESSION at 8:00 p.m.  Per CLOSED SESSION Council decision, motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Simonson that the following wages be paid to municipal employees and staff as follows:  Bryan Meyer to be paid an annual salary to be determined by Council decision after review of his payroll history with 120 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; James Zinnel to receive $15.50 per hour with 80 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; Linda K. Farrell to receive $15.25 per hour with 160 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; part-time employee Andi Thompson to receive $11.00 per hour with 20 hrs. vacation; and part-time employee Alvin Bell to receive $11.00 per hour.  Library employee wages to be set by Board of Directors with final approval by Council.  Motion carried by unanimous AYES vote.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the June 4, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
