MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, April 3, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3, 2013 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  Fraser (due to her husband’s seriously-ill health condition).  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Karla Walker, Sue Frideres, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Insurances met with the Mayor and Council regarding a preliminary review of employee health and dental insurance renewal rates.  Mrs. Frideres stated a 15.79% increase in cost is again being applied to the City’s employee current health and dental insurance premiums.  Council considered other options open to the group and asked full-time employees covered by the City’s Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield plan to complete and return to Sue Frideres an “Iowa Uniform Group Health Application” for submission to other providers that are available through other group coverage.  A final decision on employee health and dental insurance premiums to be made during the next regular meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 4, 2013 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the March 14, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of March, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $7237.40; Electric $47341.34; Gas $60446.86; Water $13224.98; Sewer Rental $3140.22; Solid Waste $4888.65; Payroll $19919.75; Equipment $2841.85; Special Account $1269.34; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $55.00; Road Use Tax $5291.21; Customer Deposit $250.00; Debt Service $57.57; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $21.60; Library Renovations Savings $0.16; Library Regular $58.78; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Councilman Brownell requested an “Extra Charges” line item be applied to the monthly financial report. Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the March, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills to be paid:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $26665.57; Total (all) Employee Wages $11743.75; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1536.00; Janan Gillis, (Feb) cleaning at Library $100.00; NIACOG, 2012 Housing Rehab Program $2100.00; Bridget Galligan, refund $20.00; Courtney McCauley, refund $20.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $12000.00; R D Drenkow, March cafeteria plan withholdings $317.30; Sandy Long, reimbursement $115.75; Outdoor Life, subscription renewal $24.97; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $46.20; Randy Mueller, March snow removal $15.00; Janan Gillis, (Mar) cleaning at Library $80.00; Gale Inc., large-print books $59.97; MidAmerica, Children’s books $57.85; Micro Marketing, audio book $19.99; Center Point Large Print Books, books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books $217.35; NW Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; and Stundahl’s Cleaning, March cleaning at Community Center $100.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $24,696.42; Border States Electric, outdoor light bulbs for Fire Station $674.10; IAMU, First Aid/CPR certificate and (Gas) Boot Camp workshop fee $733.00; A.I. Processors, UPS postage for water sample testing $8.51; Hawkins, chemicals $282.36; Community Lumber Supply, repair materials $971.09; Fastenal, repair materials $133.61; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Elbert Chevrolet, March statement $54.25; Tom Eischen Sales, chain saw chain $16.00; CNH Capital, parts for Case loader $296.84; Counsel, monthly charges $272.51; Printing Services Inc., supplies $17.28; Schmitt Hardware, March statement $391.65; Bomgaars, March statement $23.38; The Whittemore Independent, March publications $316.29; L & G, March services $2,325.00; Ayrshire Communications, monthly internet fees $92.60; Personnel Concepts, compliance posters for HIPAA, FCRA $185.75; Century Link, monthly phone bill services $481.31; K-Mart, DVD’s, cleaning supplies for Library, phone for Light Plant $106.35; City of Whittemore, total March petty cash expenses $167.13.
Supt. Meyer reported the office remodeling project at the Light Plant is just about completed.  Employees are now working on improving the head-end house at the Sewer Plant to keep the DNR satisfied.  There being no further comments or questions, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed bills for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following application for a “Builders Permit” was submitted for Council consideration:

Larry Johnson:  Demolish existing garage on east side of home and construct a 12x30 (?) garage on same site.  Also, apply new siding and fascia to the home.  All work to be completed at 91 Palo Alto Street.

Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Builders Permit application was approved.

The following persons submitted applications for 2013 lifeguarding at the Whittemore Swimming Pool:  Spense Simonson, Gabriela A. Gonzalez, Amber Lenz and Megann Schmidt.  Jill Fehr submitted an application to be Pool Manager.  All were placed on file for future reference; as the 2013 Pool Manager was named during the March 4, 2013 regular meeting, the Clerk was asked to contact Jill Fehr to see if should would be interested in a position as Lifeguard in 2013.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Meyer gave a brief report on the switchgear replacement project at the Whittemore Municipal Light Plant.  Mayor Elbert stated he would contact Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware to make further contact with E A Pedersen Co. of Omaha.  If the Pederson Co. is not interested in the project, then the City will again contact DGR Engineering in Rock Rapids, Iowa.
Mayor and Council continued the discussion regarding electric service providers to Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  Supt. Meyer reported having talked with representatives from Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative and the North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative Association.  Both services would be interested in taking on Whittemore.  At this time the greater concern is the 34.5 KW tie-line that comes into Whittemore that ITC is threatening to do away with in 2016 or shortly thereafter.  Upon reviewing the situation, Council feels it would be in the City’s best interest to contact the Resale Power Group of Iowa requesting a one-year extension of our current contract with them (which is set to expire on 12-31-13) in order for Whittemore to gain a better sense of direction with what service provider to go with to supply power to our community.  
City officials reviewed written correspondence from Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Government which served as an update on the 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program.  The Mayor and Council reiterate that people receiving the grants need to realize this is a means of helping them improve their homes, and that they need to take pride in their rehabilitated properties by keeping them cleaned-up and cared for.  If in the future, after repairs have been made, they allow their properties to revert to their former dilapidated state and complaints are received against them, the property owners could be forced to pay the money back.  The Council, NIACOG and the community expect them to maintain their properties in an orderly fashion.  This includes regular mowing and maintenance of the lawns on the property.

Council then reviewed three bids that were submitted to replace the hail-damaged roof at the Community Center.  All three bids were to apply a new steel roof to the structure and it was noted that EMC Insurance Co. has approved the City’s intent to apply a steel roof to the facility.  Councilman Brownell would like to have a reference and guarantee from G & G Construction of Algona regarding their past experience with metal roofs and the application of one to the Whittemore Community Center.  

After further discussion, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson that if North Iowa Lumber of Algona signs a guarantee and provides a reference for G & G Construction’s steel roof bid for the Whittemore Community Center in the total amount of $19,850, the contract will be awarded to G & G Construction.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Should North Iowa Lumber not sign a guarantee or provide a reference for G & G Construction, the issue will again be addressed and a final decision be made during the May, 2013 regular Council meeting.
Also pertaining to July 13, 2012 hail-damaged properties, the Clerk has been in contact with EMC’s field adjustor Joe Elert, regarding the Council’s request to have the Library, Water Plant, City Hall and Swimming Pool Bath House and Chemical building roofs re-evaluated after they had endured recent winter weather conditions.  Mr. Elert will be in Whittemore to conduct the second inspections when spring weather conditions permit him to do so.
EMC Insurance, the City’s carrier, has also provided suggestions and guidelines to follow concerning the Saturday, June 22, 2013 Whittemore Fire Department Centennial Celebration.  The family-oriented day will include water fights and inflatables, along with a free BBQ supper and a street dance.
There followed the annual discussion concerning abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other nuisances; the Clerk to be given a list of property owners to be contacted to clean up or remove nuisances from their properties within the city limits of Whittemore.

Planning & Zoning Commission Appointments were considered.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to reappoint Tony Grandgenett and Steve Kollasch to (each) serve a five-year term on the Whittemore Planning & Zoning Commission.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Also serving on the Commission are Dennis Kollasch, Ron Askland and Tascha Wykoff.

Upon motions by Brownell and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Sondra Johnson was reappointed to serve a five-year term on the Board of Adjustment.  Other Board of Adjustment members include Dean Dahlhauser, James Muller, Willis Struecker and Shannon Book.

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to appoint Bryan E. Meyer to serve a five-year term as the City of Whittemore’s Zoning Administrator.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The date and time of the next regular meeting was set for Tuesday, May 7, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Whittemore’s April 2013 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed and it was announced that the following monies have been awarded to Whittemore applicants for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds:

Application By:




Project




Amount Awarded

Whittemore Public Library
Main Sidewalk Replacement & Bike Pad Installation

$
1,000.00

Whittemore Fire Department
Updating Turn-Out Gear




$
6,000.00









TOTAL

$
7,000.00
Councilman Johnson noted he has volunteered his time toward the Library’s main sidewalk replacement project and also, that L & G Inc. will tear the old sidewalk out at no cost.  The KCCF monies will greatly benefit and help complete these worthwhile projects!  

Councilman Brownell brought forward a discussion of the City’s Case loader.  At this time there would be a trade-in value on the unit and he believes the City should upgrade its equipment on a periodic basis.  Supt. Meyer was asked to investigate a newer model and the subject could be discussed again in June.  Brownell also reminded municipal full and part-time employees that it is against the law to smoke in any city-owned vehicles or equipment.

Supt. Meyer was reminded that the electrical needs of the carnival need to be addressed before the event is held on May 27-28, 2013.

Mayor Elbert relayed concerns expressed to him by a constituent regarding a juice bar that has opened in Corwith, and the problems associated with such a business being located in a small, rural community.
Mayor Elbert also handed out an informational news article regarding tornado warning sirens.  The information stated that for decades the sirens have provided a public service to large and small communities alike.  But in this day and age the true purpose of the outdoor tornado siren is only meant to alert people who are working or playing outdoors during stormy weather conditions.  The outdoor tornado siren should not be relied upon by people who are indoors (home or business).  The outdoor tornado siren certainly should not be relied upon to wake people up during the night when severe weather is occurring.  In 2013 and beyond, NOAA Weather Radios are the modern version of an outdoor warning signal and each and every household and business should be equipment with a weather radio.  They are an inexpensive means of ensuring personal safety throughout the year for all seasons of the year.
Overhead wiring of the security light at 111 Fourth Street was discussed.  As the existing overhead line has been a constant problem with farming equipment, etc. hooking the wire and tearing it down, Supt. Meyer was asked to contact Algona Municipal Utilities to investigate the possibility of using underground boring as a permanent means of fixing the problem.

The Clerks reported no surrounding communities in Palo Alto or Kossuth counties are using the new Northern Plains Regional Collection Center “Household Hazardous Waste” program at this time.  Council chose to table any action on this agenda item until a later date.

Clerk Farrell reported the City of Whittemore will be participating in the Community-Wide Clean-Up Day offered by the Algona Community School District on Wednesday, April 24.  Ninth through twelfth grade aged students from the Algona schools, along with adult chaperones, will be bused to Whittemore to complete projects the Council so designates for city-owned properties and areas.  Some of these projects will include raking at Noah’s Park and the lawns at the Swimming Pool, Light Plant and Water Plant.  There will also be some small painting projects.  At this time Council decided that municipal employees should apply steel siding to the Concession Stand at Noah’s Park.
On behalf of the Whittemore Fire Department & Ambulance Service, Councilman Brownell thanked the City and its employees for replacing the light bulbs at the new Fire Station. 

Council approved a request by the Whittemore AA Group to use the former Firemen’s Meeting Room in City Hall, on a permanent basis, as the location to host their weekly meetings.  No rental charge to be assessed to the group for said use of the room.
City staff continues to work on updating the Whittemore Community Disaster and Emergency Plan.  Clerk Farrell announced that Kossuth County has approved the City’s request and is willing to contribute local Preparedness Funds toward being able to have the Whittemore warning signal activated by the Law Enforcement Center in Algona.  She also stated that one of the conditions of the grant would be that Whittemore businesses and other interested parties also donate toward the cost of updating the system.  Council directed the Clerk to compose a letter to local businesses as a means of conducting a fundraiser to help with this project.  A list of local donors needs to be submitted to Kossuth County Community Health no later than April 30.

The Clerk gave a reminder to Council that during the May 2013 regular meeting the agenda will include the item “Notice to Abate Nuisance” letters to be sent to property owners who are in need of repairing their sidewalks. Minutes published after the December 3, 2012 Council meeting state:  “A complaint regarding two dangerous sidewalks within the community was reviewed; Council directed the Clerk that in the spring of 2013 the office staff should send out notices to “Abate a Nuisance” to the property owners of identified sidewalks in poor to dangerous condition.  If trees are causing the sidewalks to break up, the City will take down the tree(s) in the parking with the stipulation that the property owner will need to plant a new tree to replace the one that was cut down.”  Staff requested that city officials compile a list of property owners so that in May, after the names have been presented during the regular meeting, a letter can be sent out to the persons in need of receiving such a correspondence.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 3, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

