MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 4, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 4, 2013 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Karla Walker, Eric Goodman, Ben Eischen, Ken Del Rosso, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

It was noted by Mayor Elbert that 20 years ago this month he was appointed by the Council to serve as Mayor of the City of Whittemore following the unexpected death of Dr. T. J. Lensing who had been serving in that capacity.

Mayor Elbert then opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2013-2014 fiscal year budget at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Notice of said hearing was published in the February 21, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the February 4, 2013 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the February 14, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of February, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $6527.16; Electric $42252.16; Gas $48771.33; Water $8485.51; Sewer Rental $3030.73; Solid Waste $4841.04; Payroll $14535.60; Equipment $825.89; Special Account $4774.37; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $110.00; Road Use Tax $4202.74; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $23.82; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $51.55; Library Regular $1366.21; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Johnson to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s financial reports for February 2013.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
At approximately 5:45 p.m. Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing on the proposed 2013-2014 Fiscal Year Budget.  Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Simonson to approve Resolution No. 2013-02, a Resolution adopting the FY 2013-2014 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $1,915,736 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $1,637,100 “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation regular property at $14.20653 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-02 duly adopted.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $29885.42; Total (all) Employee Wages $8346.71; A I Processors, UPS shipping charges $9.17; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, sales taxes $1399.00; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $10000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., February cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Sandy Long, reimbursement $204.46; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; Baker & Taylor, books $159.93; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; Gale, books $149.93; Movie Licensing USA, four year Public Performance License fee $400.00; MicroMarketing, audio CD books $135.92; The Library Store, supplies $96.66; Crafts ‘N Things, renewal $24.99; Iowa Library Services, meeting registration fee $90.00; Counsel Office & Document, monthly rental fee $82.81; Shop Taste of Home, cookbooks $50.00; K-Mart, DVDs and supplies $50.56; North Central IA Library Symposium, meeting registration fee $15.00; Ayrshire Communications, internet $52.90; Northwest Communications, monthly website hosting fee $27.95; Algona Publishing Company, Swimming Pool “Help Wanted” advertising $199.20; Bloom, funeral flowers for Kenny Farrell $42.80; Stundahl’s Cleaning, February cleaning $100.00; Iowa Dept of Public Health, Swimming Pool Registration renewal $35.00; Fastenal, Light Plant materials $168.15; and K-Mart, office shelving $35.19.

Also, Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $57.75; Chapman Metering, field testing (11 meters) $710.75; Border States Electric, distribution materials $144.45; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $24357.36; A I Processors, UPS shipping charges $17.57; Terry’s Welding, repairs $1585.51; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chain saw repair $15.95; Grass Masters, 2013 lawn treatment packages (all city properties) $1083.01; Brown Supply Co., distribution materials $834.80; Algona Municipal Utilities, Terra glaze for Fire Dept; labor charge for Whittemore Feeders Supply meter problems and assistance with problems at Cement Plant 306.60; Bomgaars, February statement $53.83; Bryan Meyer, semi-annual reimbursement for cell phone $90.00; James Zinnel, semi-annual reimbursement for cell phone $90.00; Whittemore Independent, February publications and envelopes printed $385.89; Supplies N’More, supplies at Library, Light Plant and for Little League $36.25; Mangold Environmental Testing, testing $54.00; Community Lumber Supply, construction/project supplies $546.31; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, annual membership and quarterly safety meeting due $2420.61; E-Pride Office Products, supplies $126.86; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $238.10.
Motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed bills for payment, along with any other usual claims that have not yet been presented this month due to the early date of the meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following application for a Builder’s Permits was submitted for Council consideration:

Pat Walker:  Replace house roof and detached shed at 87 Palo Alto Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Fraser and by unanimous vote of Council, the application was approved as presented.

At this time Eric Goodman and Ben Eischen met with the Mayor and Council regarding several issues:


Fire Department Awareness/Plan:  Fire Chief Eric Goodman announced to the Council that in February, 2013 five local men joined the department, although at the same time two members left the squad.  There are currently seven EMTs serving the community and surrounding area, and there is always a need for more.  Anyone interested in becoming an EMT can contact Eric Goodman or Craig Brownell.  Mr. Goodman then reported that in 2015 all of the department’s fire fighter bunker gear will be out of compliance according to the NFPA 1971.  This is a real concern for the local rescue squad and at this time they are applying for both Kossuth County Community Foundation and National grant monies to assist with the cost of replacing the safety gear.  Long-range expenditures to be forthcoming in the next few years include replacement of 15 SCBA tanks in 2019 at an anticipated cost of $450 to $500 per unit and replacement of the current pumper truck (today’s cost estimated to be $215,000 to $245,000 depending on options/style) in 2022.  Finally, Eric Goodman stated that members of the Whittemore Fire Department are very proud of their new facility and that WFD appreciates the City’s support in all aspects of the on-going project.  

Present a Schedule of Events for the June 22, 2013 Centennial Celebration:   President Ben Eischen addressed the Mayor and Council regarding plans for the 100 year anniversary celebration of the establishment of Whittemore Fire Department.  All events will be held on Saturday, June 22 starting at around 3:00 p.m. with kid’s games, water fights, children’s train rides and antique fire truck rides being part of the activities.  At approximately 5:30 p.m. a pork pattie dinner will be served and from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. a local band will provide musical entertainment for a street dance with a beer garden.  Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion has agreed to transfer their liquor license for the event.  The Fire Department is requesting closure of several streets in the area around the Fire Station; a detailed map of said closures will be developed and presented at a later date.  

Begin Updating Community Disaster and Emergency Plan:  Eric Goodman explained to the Mayor and Council that the City’s current (1998) Community Disaster and Emergency Plan is very outdated and that he, along with Steve Kollasch, represent Whittemore on the KEPT (Kossuth Emergency Planning Team) Board.  Goodman and City staff met with Charissa Saathoff of Kossuth Public Health on February 20 for an initial review of the outdated plan and they discussed a list of “Community Questions” and “Top Disaster Types to Address”, which were both developed by expert emergency preparedness personnel.  Eric reported he has started making updates to the plan and that when he has completed the initial revision, he will return to the Mayor and Council for their input and further development of the plan.
The Mayor and Council thanked Goodman and Eischen for attending this meeting and wished the department good luck in their fundraising and celebrating efforts.  Councilperson Fraser commented that she believes an “Adopt a Firefighter” program could be developed whereby individuals or businesses could donate funds to help gear up the number of firemen on the Whittemore squad; this incentive program to be presented to the emergency services department during one of their future meetings.
Ken Del Rosso, owner of the home at 211 Fifth Street that was rehabilitated during the 2008 Housing Improvement Project, was in attendance to discuss a letter he sent to the Council regarding the poor workmanship in his home performed by Dick Collins Construction.  Mr. Del Rosso explained he has filed a “Grievance & Dispute Resolution” against Mr. Collins and that he plans to proceed with a lawsuit if he is not given any satisfaction by Mr. Collins to resolve such issues as the loss of their house roof due to no plywood being put under the shingles, no insulation being put down under the siding, which resulted in holes developing in the siding, etc.  Ken went on to state that he wants to keep the Council informed about his situation, although the City or the Council are not being named in the lawsuit.   The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Del Rosso for taking the time to attend this meeting, and they wished him good luck in getting his housing issues resolved.
Council then reviewed a list of owners with problems in their homes that Mr. Collins worked on during the 2008 Housing Rehabilitation Program (Gary Moore, John Carlson, Del Rosso, etc.) and Council believes there is a definite issue with Dick Collins Construction.  The Mayor and all members of the Council agree that Dick Collins Construction should be left off the Contractor’s List that will be developed for the upcoming housing rehab program.

Council expressed appreciation to Steve Wendt for his update and information regarding the possible sale of the rehabilitated home owned by Theresa Ricke and 108 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.  No action was taken at this time.

The following applications for employment at the Whittemore Swimming Pool for the summer of 2013 were reviewed by Council:


Name




    Position Applied For

Ashley McGraw (Whittemore)


Manager


Emily McMahon (Whittemore)


Lifeguard


Kylie Hoch (West Bend)



Lifeguard


Kylie Wirtz (West Bend)



Lifeguard

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

Deputy Clerk Andi Thompson and Councilman Johnson spoke regarding the upcoming Whittemore Little League season.  Thompson reported the city is still recruiting for kids to play on the 3rd/4th grade level.  Anyone interested in playing should contact City Hall immediately.  A generous number will be making up the T-Ball teams this year.
The Council then discussed issues related to the Swimming Pool.  After a review of the applications listed above and information pertaining to wages, motion was made by Fraser and seconded by Lancaster to hire Ashley McGraw as Manager for 2013, with her wage set at $9.00 per hour.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The manager will be responsible for hiring of lifeguards, pending final approval by the City Council.  All other employee wages to remain as set in 2012, namely:

Returning Guards:  $7.50 per hour

New Guards:  $7.25 per hour
The 2013 season ticket prices will also remain at the same rate as those being charged since 2009, namely:
Family Season Ticket price - $80.00 (tax included) 

Individual Season Ticket price - $50.00 (tax included).  

10-day Vacation Pass price - $25.00 

Daily Admission price - $4.00 per person (good for all day)

At this time the Council heard a request for a one-year extension of the Economic Development Incentive granted by the Council to “Pitchers” in February 2012.  The incentive package allows any new business in Whittemore an opportunity to receive the first 12 months utilities “at cost”.  Councilman Simonson spoke on behalf of T J Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel, owners of “Pitchers” at 411 Broad Street.  The new owners are appreciative of the support extended to them during their first year in business and also at having been allowed to have their utilities at cost.  At this time they are requesting an additional year with the same benefits. Councilperson Fraser noted everyone needs to patronize the businesses we have in town and stated she was supportive of their request.  Councilman Brownell felt the bar and grill should be assessed at least a 50% add-on per the monthly rate charged to other local businesses, and that there should be a one-year sunset on any extension of the incentive.  

Upon further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to extend the economic development incentive to “Pitchers” adjusting the “at cost” to reflect a 25% increase above the bottom-line figure, and that the incentive be renewed again in one year, if necessary.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson and Lancaster.  NAYS:  Brownell.   Motion carried by a majority of AYE votes.  
Supt. Meyer reported he met with representatives of the Resale Power Group of Iowa during their regular monthly meeting held in Story City on February 28.  He had nothing new to report with regarding to procuring a new electric service provider for Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  Meyer stated he will also be meeting with representatives of Iowa Lakes Electric in the near future. 
Council then considered implementing a Household Hazardous Waste Program in conjunction with Northern Plains Regional Collection Center and the City of Spencer Transfer Station as presented by Dennis Henrich and Craig Paulsen of the City of Spencer during the November 5, 2012 regular meeting in the Council Chambers of Whittemore City Hall.  Wanting to consider all factions of the program, Council directed the Clerks to discuss the program with representatives from other communities during the quarterly City Clerks Luncheon to be held in Burt on Friday, March 22.  The Council then tabled any action on this agenda item until the next regular meeting.
Due to the annual meeting of the Whittemore Gun Club being set for the first Monday in April, the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 3, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The March, 2013 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was highlighted to the Council and activities will be announced as time and schedules dictate.

There was no Council “Committee Reports” to be heard.

Supt. Meyer spoke on building renovation being accomplished at the Sewer Plant.  The Mayor and Council commended the municipal employees on the extra work that has been accomplished and for keeping up with routine maintenance of properties around the community.  
Councilman Johnson reported that during a recent Fire Department meeting, the volunteer group held an electrical distribution discussion and made a tour of A I Processors. Johnson inquired about the City’s emergency plan at the Light Plant.  Supt. Meyer noted that AIP is on its own feeder and that they would be the only party affected by the shut-down of their feeder during an electrical service emergency.  Johnson also commented that he would like to see the City conduct a pole-to-pole inspection of its electrical system, looking for rotten cross-arms, poles, making an inspection of rubber gloves, street light coverings, cut-outs, etc.  He then turned over to Meyer a list of items to be taken into consideration during such a review.
Councilperson Fraser would like to see a posting on local cable Channel 3 reminding pet owners that it is against City Code to allow dogs and cats to run at large, and that animals being kept within the city limits are required to be on a leash at all times when the animals are outdoors.

Clerk Farrell conveyed a request by Whittemore’s AA group to use the Community Center as a meeting place on Sunday evenings for approximately one month while their current meeting area, in the basement of MaxYield Cooperative office building, is being remodeled.  As the number of participants varies week to week and remains relatively low, Council suggested they be given access to the former Firemen’s Meeting Room in the rear office area of City Hall for said weekly meetings.
Upon further investigation following the February 4, 2013 regular meeting, it was announced that IAMU officials report that Dennis Lane and Brian Goodman of L & G Excavating can be excused from being called for random drug testing through the City of Whittemore’s Natural Gas O & M Plan.
Council reviewed bids from contractors wishing to submit quotes to apply steel to the roof of the Community Center.  Any action on this agenda item was tabled until the April 3, 2013 regular meeting.
The Clerk reported the City has been notified that due to an increase in NCCI rates and/or an increase in the insured’s individual experience modification factor, the worker’s compensation policy premium may be increased by 25% or more and that the policy will not be renewed when it expires on 04-04-2013.  Farrell stated arrangements are being made by local insurance agents to rectify the situation.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 4, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

