MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, February 4, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 4, 2013 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.   Others in attendance were Brian Goodman, Karla Walker, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

Brian Goodman of L & G Inc. requested to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.  Issue discussed was whether or not employees of their excavating service are subject to random drug testing, which is a requirement of the City’s “Natural Gas O & M Plan” and governed by the Iowa Utilities Board and the U S Department of Transportation.  Mr. Goodman explained it is often inconvenient and time-consuming when they are called for testing and if it is found to be that L & G Inc. must continue to be subject to such testing, they would like to be compensated for their time and mileage.  Council asked City staff to look into the matter and report their findings at the next regular meeting.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the January 8, 2013 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the January 17, 2013 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of January, 2013 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $12487.98; Electric $42134.54; Gas $51934.40; Water $8639.98; Sewer Rental $3577.06; Solid Waste $5082.90; Payroll $14606.92; Equipment $1489.98; Special Account $3616.69; Trees Savings Account $0.01; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $10.00; Community Center Savings Account $280.00; Road Use Tax $3911.51; Customer Deposit $650.78; Debt Service $57.52; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.18; Library Regular $620.75; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  
Council discussed the status of a “Whittemore Halloween Party” basic business account at Farmers State Bank of which the City’s tax ID number is associated with.  The account was established with donations by local businesses and church groups in support of the annual Children’s Halloween Party under the direction of Heather Chada.  As Heather Chada no longer wishes to be in charge or host the event, she has contacted the City for their input on disbursement of the $272.78 left in the account.  Upon further consideration the Council decided to leave the account at Farmers State Bank, to be recognized as part of the City’s General Fund.  Should someone else come forward and volunteer to organize and host the event, these funds would be available for their use.

Motion was then made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the January, 2013 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $25316.76; Total (all) Employee Wages $8467.51; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1379.00; Farmers State Bank, master note payment $10000.00; R. D. Drenkow, January cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; Treasurer of Iowa, use taxes $401.00; Janan Gillis, cleaning $100.00; K-Mart, supplies at Library $59.82; Sandy Long, reimbursement $277.27; Iowa Library Services, conference registration fee $90.00; North Central Library Symposium, meeting registration fee $30.00; Iowa Library Association, 2013 membership dues $95.00; Young’s Custom Computers, all costs for TV in Children’s Room $534.91; MicroMarketing, audio book $31.99; Demco, wireless scanner $445.03; Country Woman, subscription renewal $26.98; Consumer Reports, subscription renewal $49.00; Patricia McDaniel, cookbook $20.00; Gale Inc., books $157.12; Large Print Overstocks, books $40.56; Center Point Large Print, books $82.68; Baker & Taylor, books $301.07; Partners in EMS Education & Consulting, EMT continuing education $420.00; Colonial Research Chemical Corp., weed killer $1,980.00; Doors Inc., keys for new door at Community Center $24.00; Bomgaars, “Shop” materials $68.30; Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association, annual membership dues $40.00; Northwest Communications, website hosting fee $27.95; Central Iowa Distributing Inc., cases of toilet paper and hand towels for all entities $247.70; Jay Thompson, final welding of handrail at Community Center $100.00; and Stundahl’s Cleaning, January 2013 cleaning at Community Center $100.00.

Also, Pro-Build, paint and supplies/materials for construction of new office at Light Plant $989.82; Iowa Dept of Public Safety, diesel tank registration $10.00; Fastenal, conduit, switches, etc. at Light Plant $235.48; Border States Electric, distribution materials $144.41; Community Lumber Supply, building materials for new office in Light Plant $607.28; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27,616.26; APGA Security & Integrity Foundation, SHRIMP fee $95.00; KRHC – Hospital, random drug testing fee $25.00; Don Carlson Estate, refund $34.88; Mary Elbert Estate, refund $33.65; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement $181.09; IAMU, Operator Qualification Workshop registration fee $290.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $279.86; A I Processors, UPS water sample postage $9.17; Utility Equipment Company, 8” valve $505.14; City of Spencer, landfill fees $809.82; Horizons Unlimited, monthly recyclables processing fee $50.00; E-Pride Office Products, supplies $104.94; Kriz-Davis Co., batteries and electrical distribution supplies $190.91; Iowa One Call, locates $7.20; Personnel Concepts, Iowa labor laws updates for 2013 $119.05; Whittemore Independent, January publications $160.78; Ayrshire Communications, internet services $68.63; Brown Supply Co., 5/8”x3/4” water meter w/generator, Natural Gas, Electric and Water Department distribution supplies $3,778.76; Schmitt Hardware, January statement including work at Light Plant $1,744.64; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,510.92 and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $479.85.
Upon motions by Fraser and Johnson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed claims were approved for payment.

There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

There were no applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and water disconnects were ordered.

Council considered a funding assistance request by Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation for updating and publication of a new county “Visitor Guide”.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson for the City of Whittemore to donate $250.00 to support KCEDC in this endeavor.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Resolution No. 2013-01 was introduced; a “Resolution Accepting a Contract for Law Enforcement Services Between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore”.  Per a correspondence from Sheriff Steve Kollasch, he assures the Council and citizens of Whittemore that law enforcement officials will respond to all calls that come in to the LEC, although he cannot guarantee a certain number of patrol hours will be provided to each city in the county.  The new contract will run for one year, starting at the beginning of the new fiscal year (07-01-13) and the cost will remain at $1,000 per year.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to accept Resolution No. 2013-01.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Johnson, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2013-01 duly adopted.
Council reviewed an “Applicant Rankings Update” from Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments as it pertains to the City of Whittemore 2012 Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Councilman Brownell requested City staff obtain a copy of “Acceptable Building &/or Contractor Practices” used as guidelines by NIACOG, contractors and other housing project officials for this program.
There followed a brief discussion regarding the Light Plant switchboard replacement.  During the January 8, 2013 regular meeting the Whittemore Council voted to accept the “Short Form of Agreement” between DeWild Grant Reckert & Associates Company of Rock Rapids, Iowa and the City of Whittemore, as presented by Shannen Struckman of DGR Engineering for the cost of approximately $7,000.  Before City staff had an opportunity to complete filing of the agreement with DGR Engineering, Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware in Whittemore approached City officials with information that he has previously worked with companies who rebuild switchgear; before hiring an outside company to do the same work his business might be capable of preforming, he would like to be able to have the opportunity to bid on said replacement project.
Upon further consideration, motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Simonson to allow Jim Schmitt of Schmitt Hardware the opportunity to submit a formal, hard-copy proposal for replacement of the switchgear in the Whittemore Municipal Light Plant to be presented to the Council during its regular meeting in March, 2013.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Council held a preliminary discussion of the Swimming Pool for the 2013 season.  All reviewed suggestions that were presented by the 2012 facility manager, Shelley Stacy, during the September 6, 2012 regular meeting when she was in attendance.  At that time she announced she would not be available to work in 2013 as she had obtained full-time employment.  Per Council decision, city staff was directed to begin advertising for a manager and also certified lifeguard positions that will be open at the Whittemore Swimming Pool during the upcoming season.

At this time the Mayor and Council reviewed the fiscal year 2013-2014 budget estimates which include itemized expenditures of up to $75,000 for street repairs; $15,000 for pipe lining in the new well; $5,000 set aside for improvements of the basketball/tennis court area at Noah’s Park and $30,000 for roof replacement on the Community Center.  Following a lengthy discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to set the estimated Tax Levy for FY 2013-14 at $14.20 per $1,000 valuation on regular property.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

The Council then set Monday, March 4, 2013 at 5:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2013-2014 Fiscal Year Budget.  The next regular Council meeting will coincide as it is the first Monday of the new month.
The February, 2013 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was highlighted.

Councilperson Lancaster reported having attended the January 29, 2013 regular meeting of the Whittemore Public Library Board of Directors.  She indicated the building’s furnace is working better.  For security purposes the Board has decided to replace the south door of the Library with a unit that contains no window.  Also reported was that the December 9, 2012 fundraiser conducted by the Trustees & Staff of the Whittemore Public Library raised approximately $2,500 for updating computers & accomplishing needed networking of the computer system at the Library.  Lancaster also spoke of issues Library staff have been having with a family that lives in the community.  Personnel have denied a son in the family entrance to the Library and the Council advise staff to continue to document all happenings pertaining to this matter.
Mayor Elbert reported he attended the most recent meeting of the Kossuth County E-911 Board.  Elbert applauds the people who dedicate a lot of their time to serving the public during emergency situations.  At the meeting and also in a letter from the E-911 Board to Mayors and City Clerks, it was announced that emergency services are experiencing problems with low cost “Smart Talk” phones sold by WalMart and the “Home Connect” phones being sold by Verizon.  These phones act as older cellular telephones and they give off NO information to a dispatcher’s 911 screen when used in the case of an emergency.  If a person makes such a call on either of these phones, they will need to first identify themselves, then give their full address and a call back phone number, just like years ago when E-911 was first beginning.  They will also be asked which Fire or EMS provider they have.   The WalMart “Smart Talk” and Verizon “Home Connect” telephones are not land line phones.  Use of these telephones in an emergency situation could cause delays in response time and possible problems if the caller is disabled or unable to speak.

Supt. Meyer assured the Mayor and Council that municipal employees are working on putting a transformer on a pole in the south business alley to assist in providing for electrical needs of Smith Amusements when they come to town for the annual Whittemore Carnival.  This year’s event will be held on Monday and Tuesday, May 27 and 28.
Council would like to publicly thank the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors for recently passing a resolution (per the City of Whittemore’s request) establishing a 25 m.p.h. speed limit on Kossuth County Route P-16/City of Whittemore Fourth Street measuring northerly from the intersection with B-44 approximately 1,494 feet to 2,440 feet to the south line of the City of Whittemore.  The Council also noted they are disappointed with Don Besch, our community’s County representative, for voting against the resolution for a speed limit reduction.  The Council feels his NAY vote shows a lack of concern for the safety of citizens, especially the young children living in Whittemore.
Clerk Farrell reported city staff is working on getting the 2013 Little League program organized and that sign-up will be underway by the end of the first week of February.  Councilman Brownell would like to see some sort of “Welcome Packet” established as a hand-out to citizens when they establish a utility account in their name.  The packet could include such items as ordinances pertaining to Animal Licensing, Snow, Open Burning, etc.  Also information about the Swimming Pool, Library and Little League opportunities.

Councilman Simonson requested an additional glass barrel be available at the recycling bin.  He spoke about frosting problems with the window of the new door at the Community Center and he reported he has talked with the contractor who installed the door in hopes that the problem can be rectified as soon as possible.

As the 12-31-13 deadline for securing a power provider for the City of Whittemore is approaching, city staff was directed to continue investigating available options.  Council reviewed an incentive letter from Tresa Hussong, Vice President of Customer & Corporate Relations with Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 4, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

